LCC Trustees Meeting
Laurelhurst Community Center
November 5, 2012
Attending: Emily Dexter, Jeannie Hale, Kay Kelly, Colleen McAleer, Brian McMullen, Liz
Ogden, Stan Sorscher, Don Torrie, Maggie Weissman, Leslie Wright
Excused: Kevin Chang, Linda Luiten
Guests: 26 neighbors signed in; Jim Romano; Wendy Kelly; George Thurtle with John L. Scott,
consultant to 4000 Property LLC; Brent Carson, Van Ness Feldman Gordon Derr
Jeannie Hale called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM.
Brent Carson reviewed some history of the Talaris site, starting with the Settlement Agreement
in 1991. In 2000, the property was purchased by 4000 Property LLC. In 2001, the owners
applied for a Master Use Permit. An Environmental Impact Statement was prepared in 2004-5.
The document worked from two designs for an Institute for Advanced Study and one design for
single-family housing. Brent showed diagrams of the three designs.
In 2005, the MUP was finished and a second amendment to the Settlement Agreement was
signed. Since the, the owner determined that the use and parking no longer suited their
purpose. The owner has reconsidered the platting alternative. The owner asked George Thurtle
to look for an alternative use that maintains the esthetics of the site. George’s design is in the
conceptual stage. He would like to use existing foundations, avoid grading and preserve trees.
Brent has plans to continue a dialog with LCC and the community.
The Talaris Institute is no longer involved in the site. The process of finding another IAS has
been exhausted.
George’s concept is broken into 5 “pods.” Pod 1 is located near NE 41st St, and is comprised of
8 single-family individually owned lots. Pod 2 would be on the east side of the site, leaving the
current building foundations, but replacing the buildings. Pod 3 is in the northeast corner. Pod 4
in along the middle of the north edge. Pod 5 lies along NE 45th St, from ProRobics (now Seattle
Gym) to the single family houses beyond the apartment buildings. The dentists’ office would be
undisturbed by new construction in Pod 5. Uses in Pod 5 would be parking, retail, the dentists’
building and multi-family residential (rentals).
The entire 175,000 sq feet of existing structure could be built out to 275,000 sq ft and 3 to 4
stories tall – max 44 feet. The site has about 220 parking spots in its current configuration.
Pods 3 and 4 would probably be single family rental units, owned by the current owner. The
pond would stay exactly as it is, right now. The owner is in discussion for purchase of the
properties along 45th St, except the dentists’ building.
Q: Incentives from the City?
A: Currently SF 5000 zoned. Can we reach an agreement on a contract rezone – limiting use to
a particular site plan? Brent said he had not plans to ask for incentives. George would not rule
out the possibility.

Q: Higher density along NE 45th St?
A: Transition from multi-family to SF along NE 45th St should be relatively smooth.
Q: Traffic flow?
A: The site currently has 4 entrances. The central parking garage on the north edge will become
a major traffic focus. Traffic flow has not been analyzed.
Q: Traffic into the 8 homes in Pod 1?
A: Access would be through an alley north of those homes, with access from two entrances off
NE 41st St. The eight homes would face NE 41st St.
Q: New EIS?
A: Yes. By the way, the new design would add only 21,000 sq ft of new impervious surface.
Q: Rental versus owner-occupied?
A: A condominium association is less likely to allow informal use of the site. Similarly, 200
separate owners would be less inclined to allow informal use of the site. A single major owner
would simplify operation of the site and manage potential liability better.
Q: Large-lot design?
A: Looked at alternatives with 18-20 lots. That would changes the character of the site. 20 new
owners would likely enclose the site. Trees would probably be cut.
Q: What about Pod 1?
A: George anticipates that those properties would sell for about $1.5 million each.
Q: Pod 2, 3 and 4 would be residential?
A: Pod 2 would be conference center. Pods 3 and 4 would be residential. Pod 5 would be retail,
parking, and rental housing.
Q: What about Yesler Creek running through the site, and the swamp? Can you daylight Yesler
Creek?
A: The underground water runs in a 6-foot storm drain. A great deal of energy comes through
that drain.
Q: Time frame?
A: No rush, yet. We are looking for a good proposal.
Q: Long-term, what prevents additional development?
A: We presume we will make a new amendment to the Settlement Agreement.
After George and Brent left, the group had a short discussion about the briefing.
CALLS AND CONCERNS
1. Greenways: On October 23 and 24, a neighbor emailed inquiring about greenways. He
raised concerns because no environmental review is required for these kinds of projects.
He added that the Bicycle Master Plan identifies no greenways, including the recently
installed one on 39th Avenue NE. On October 15, Jean Amick emailed supporting the idea
of greenways. She stated that there is a good one proposed for Laurelhurst from the
Metropolitan Market via the Burke Gilman Village across Sand Point through the triplexes.
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2. Talaris: On October 27, a neighbor who lives on 42nd Avenue called 911 to report
suspicious activity—yelling and swearing coming from Talaris parking lot. This had been
going on since about 3 a.m. and seemed to be escalating. Today, a neighbor emailed to
say that the political signs on the Talaris property were screwed into the trees—almost a
dozen screws went into two separate trees.
3. Car prowl: On October 28 at 1:30 a.m., two males broke into a Suburban parked on the
street on NE 43rd east of the park. Owners were alerted due to their barking dog.
4. Egging: LCC heard several reports about teenagers egging and running after younger
children out trick-or-treating.
5. Sidewalk recommendation: Randy Tolna wrote to LCC recommending improvement of
sidewalks along 40th Avenue NE and NE 50th. He said that there are two houses and one
apartment building fronting these streets. The two houses have fences encroaching into the
street right of way. The result is that people must walk in the street. A different issue exists
with the apartment building. The private parking for residents blocks the area where the
sidewalk should exist. He has been going back and forth with SDOT on these issues and
has asked LCC for assistance.
6. View: Liz Ogden heard from a neighbor who asked about a house rebuilt in from of her
house, blocking her view. She wanted to know what recourse she had.
ADMINISTRATION
Minutes: The board reviewed the June, July, September and October minutes. Motion by
Maggie Weissman to approve minutes for June, July, September and October as submitted.
Motion passed without objection.
Treasurer’s Report: Dexter briefed the board on the monthly treasurer’s report, the report on
committed funds and the Talaris/Battelle program. Emily reviewed incomes, expenses, and
budgets. Emily expects more bills to come in from Carol Eychaner.
Announcements: The September NEDC announcement handout is in the packets.
REPORTS/ACTION
Laurelhurst Park update: Wendy Kelly has been helping with the renovation of the play area at
Laurelhurst Park. The project got $400,000 from a levy. About $100,000 went for equipment, the
rest for parking, an ADA ramp and other commitments. Children’s Hospital contributed money,
but the campaign needs more. The plan is to be finished by the end of the school year. Wendy
believes the Easter Egg hunt can proceed during the construction, even though parts of the park
will be fenced off. The big structure and climbing web will be removed. The web ropes are
frayed are no longer strong enough for safety.
Crime Prevention: Brian, Maggie and Kay discussed theft of tools from a truck. A UW professor
was featured in the newspaper, demonstrating electronic methods for hacking into cars. Kay
showed poster for the sock drive.
SR 520 Update: Jean Amick and Colleen prepared a letter, which Jeannie will send in to the
City Council.
Meeting adjourned ay 8:55 PM
3

Minutes by Stan Sorscher
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