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1920–2020  Celebrating 100 years championing our neighbors: YOU! 

Time Again to Give a 
Gift of Holiday Warmth 
LCC and Flooring America are 
hosting a contactless sock, gloves, 
hat, and scarf drive for the 
charities previously supported by 
our former partner, SPD, including 
the Pioneer Foot Clinic for the 
homeless and Mary’s Place Shelter. 
We can all pitch in right now to 
provide needy folks with new and 
warm items for men and women in 
sizes M-XL. Unsheltered neighbors 
experience many problems with 
their feet and new, clean socks to 
put on after Foot Clinic treatment 
support their healing process.
There are three ways to donate:
n  Order online and have your 
donation delivered to LCC’s private 
mail box (address on back of 
newsletter). Include a copy of your 
receipt and we will send you a 
donation acknowledgement; OR
n  Drop off items on Sunday, Dec. 
13, between 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. at 
the Laurelhurst Community Center 
parking lot. Drive through and 
volunteers will be there to take 
your donations. To volunteer, email 
lccvolunteers2020@aol.com or call 
Kay Kelly at 206-409-7001.
n  Drop off items at Flooring 
America, 3605 NE 45th St., 
weekdays and Saturday.
Neighbors have always donated 
generously. Folks whose names 
you will never know will be warmer, 
dryer, and healthier as a result. 
Thank you!  n 

  Warm Wishes
for the 
Holidays!

 

  

Laurelhurst 
Letter returns  
in February 
2021. Until 
then, please 
check LCC’s 
website   
for updates.

LCC Logo Created by Designer Sarah Tyson
With this issue of the newsletter, LCC introduces its new logo – a graphic 
element that visually captures the essence of the natural beauty and 
community spirit of our neighborhood. The LCC Board of Trustees is 
appreciative of Sarah’s creative talent and generosity.
Sarah’s connection to the Laurelhurst neighborhood informed her work:
“I have a deep fondness for Laurelhurst. My siblings and I would race 
around the playfield, push each other as fast as we could on the merry-
go-round and climb to the top of the red-roped structure. Perched in the 
back of my grandparent’s bright blue Volvo we’d cruise up and down the 
steep “wow” hills to pick blackberries lakeside. I went to college right 
down 45th at the UW and spent my studies trekking across the PNW and 
the Andean Mountain range collecting plant specimens for DNA analysis. 
After graduating I taught preschool at the Sandpoint Child Development 
Center and developed curricula with an emphasis on outdoor learning 
and stewardship. I’ve since become a UI and web freelance designer with 
a propensity for community engagement, environmental activism, and 
education through visuals. I’m so grateful for this opportunity to 
collaborate with the LCC. Thank you!” n
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SCH Non-compliant in Application Process
LCC has requested that the City correct the non-compliant application 
process for Seattle Children’s Hospital Phase 3 development.
At the November 18 Standing Advisory Committee (SAC) meeting of 
Seattle Children’s Hospital (SCH), there was confusion about the role  
and opportunity of SAC members to give meaningful input to the design 
review process. LCC, and neighbors who attended virtually, realized that 
something was out of order in the way the process has been conducted 
to date.
When the original plans to develop the SCH site were approved in 2010 
by Seattle City Council (after they were denied by the Hearing 
Examiner), the City Council placed certain “Conditions” (rules) upon the 
process as Seattle Children’s Hospital would develop its approved phases 
over the life of their Major Institution Master Plan (MIMP).
One of them is Condition 15, which requires that SCH have a Standing 
Advisory Committee to examine and recommend its comments BEFORE 
SCH applies to build any phase through the City’s SDCI application 
process. This sequence is identical to many other Major Institutions, 
such as Seattle University, to allow the SAC to weigh in with comments 
for early design guidance for phases developed by the institution.
LCC discovered that SCH did not present its plans to the SAC for this 
early comment opportunity before filing for permits. Instead, SCH filed 
with SDCI for a MUP application in early July without a meeting or any 
real comment opportunity from the SAC or LCC, as required by the LCC/
SCH Settlement Agreement. In fact, the first official SAC meeting was on 
August 31, almost two months after the plans were filed at SDCI. In 
addition, hundreds of pages of EIS Addendum technical materials about 
the Phase 3 plans were unavailable to SAC members until just seven 
hours before they met, which severely limited their opportunity to 
examine them and provide meaningful comments.
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LCC Centennial Feature: Laurelhurst Viewpoints
Researched and written by Jim Rupp, LCC trustee 

When many Laurelhurst residents think of sites that provide public 
waterfront access, they usually think of the Yesler Swamp walk or the 
Union Bay Natural Area (both featured in recent editions of the 
Laurelhurst Letter). Several other locations in the neighborhood provide 
such access, some only tiny but enjoyable spots, and many have been 
improved through the efforts of Laurelhurst neighbors.
One of them is Belvoir Place, a small park at 3659 42nd Avenue NE. The 
city evidently acquired it in 1926 for some sort of pumping station, but 
never used it.  In the 1970s a number of Laurelhurst residents convinced 
the city to designate it as a park, so the entrance was opened up and a 
rotting dock was renovated. Now that dock can be used to launch hand-
carried boats, and allow little kids to get close to birds, frogs and other 
shoreline denizens.
Further along Union Bay, at 43rd Avenue NE and NE 35th Street, is 
Waterway #1, a section of public property that in the early 1900s had a 
dock for boats to bring people to Laurelhurst before there was good road 
access. Thanks to the efforts of the Laurelhurst Community Club and 
others, this park-like setting includes a basketball court and an improved 
shoreline to allow better access to the water. 
The tiny spots I referred to are actually street-ends that the city long 
ago designated as public property. There are 149 of them in the city and 
all are under the jurisdiction of the Seattle Department of 
Transportation.  For decades they were largely unknown and overgrown 
(many still are), and some were hidden by landscaping extending from 
adjacent properties. In the 1990s the city decided to take control of 
them and make them more accessible to all.  Four are available in 
Laurelhurst, providing quiet spaces for views, reflection, and unique 
experiences for little kids.
The first is on Union Bay at NE 31st Street and E. Laurelhurst Drive NE, 
reached via a gravel path to the left at the bottom of the driveway. The 
second is at NE 31st Street and W. Laurelhurst Drive NE, next to the 
grand Tudor home with the name “Shoreham” over the doorway (The 
guy who built the house used to canoe from there to Victoria in the 
summer - but that’s another story!). When I was really little, it was an 
adventure to sneak down there with my parents. We referred to it as the 
place “where the lions and tigers live.”  
The fourth street end is next door to the Beach Club, at the foot of 51st 
Avenue NE. Until recently it was overgrown with bushes. Now a sign tells 
you that it’s a “public shore”, the land and the beach have been cleared 
up, and a picnic/game table has been installed. You can swim there too, 
but not after a heavy rain. A sign warns you that a storm sewer outflow 
is nearby.
The last street end is a secluded spot at the bottom of the long stairway 
at NE 43rd Street and 55th Avenue NE. It would be awfully steep for a 
street, but that’s the nature of street ends. They don’t need to be 
useable for traffic, they’re just the end of the street on a map, and we 
get to use them. n

Drive-Through Holiday Display at Villa Academy
On Friday, December 11, from 6 to 8 p.m., Villa Academy invites 
neighbors to hop in their cars and enjoy a festive, safe, and free drive-
through holiday display. An array of twinkling lights, woodland animals, 
and storybook characters will greet you as you take the short drive 
through Villa’s campus, located in the heart of Laurelhurst at 5001 NE 
50th Street. The campus vehicle entry (no pedestrians, please) is at the 
intersection of NE 50th Street and 50th Avenue NE. Please note that for 
safety, there will be no access to Villa facilities and participants must 
remain in their cars. If windows are rolled down, please wear masks.  
We hope to see you there! n

Starting in early December, LCC’s 
website will be under construction; 
however, you may still access the 
home page to subscribe to the 
Security Patrol, pay Annual Dues, 
and find Zoom information for 
monthly LCC meetings. n

Wright Retires from 
LCC Communications
LCC has been incredibly fortunate 
to have had Leslie Wright as its 
communication specialist 
extraordinaire for these past 14 
years. She also served on the 
Board of Trustees from 2006-18. 
During her tenure, Leslie 
transformed the look, content, 
production, and quality of the 
Laurelhurst Letter that is delivered 
in your mailbox 10 times a year. 
Her professional design, writing, 
and editing skills served LCC well 
as she often tackled complicated 
and technical topics to ensure that 
key points were delivered to 
readers in a clear, concise way. 
The newsletter is subsidized by our 
local businesses and professionals 
who pay for advertising space in 
each issue. Leslie developed a 
strong base of local advertisers 
whose support makes the 
newsletters economically feasible. 
Leslie also instituted the Constant 
Contact email messaging system 
for opt-in subscribers. Often, she 
had only a few hours to craft and 
send out time-sensitive messages, 
and she always made the deadline!
Her skills and can-do cheerful 
nature as LCC’s communication 
specialist have been very much 
appreciated by the LCC Board  
and by neighbors and others 
around the community.
In recent months, she and an LCC 
committee interviewed and hired a 
designer to create our new logo, a 
web team to redesign our outdated 
website, and her replacement, 
Michael Seewer.
We will sorely miss Leslie as she 
retires to enjoy more travel 
adventures with her partner, 
Sherry Westergreen, and Maddie, 
their Australian labradoodle.  
Thank you, Leslie, for your 
dedication to our neighborhood. n



206.545.1092 
familyresourcehomecare.com

Providing quality 
in-home / live-in care 
that supports comfort 
and independence.

Call (206) 523-7315 for a 
personal visit and to learn more

about Ida Culver House Ravenna.
  2315 NE 65th St, Seattle • eraliving.com          
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UNCLASSIFIEDS

The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times 
a year. DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per 
issue, with a five-issue commitment paid in 
advance. Laurelhurst-area businesses have 
priority. UNCLASSIFIED ADS are free for 
PAID members of the Laurelhurst Community 
Club, except that repeat ads or ads deemed 
commercial (including home businesses, real 
estate rentals, and houses for sale) cost $20; 
after three entries of the same “free” ad within 
one year, the fee is $20 per issue. Student 
ads for services are $15 per issue. 25-word 
maximum. Ads are subject to space availability. 
Email copy to news@laurelhurstcc.com. 
 
BABYSiTTING: Reliable ninth-grader. Has 
completed better babysitting, CPR, and 1st aid 
courses. Very Covid aware, and careful.  
Three years of experience! Contact:  
206-981-8243 or romymckey@icloud.com 
BEST CLEANING LLC: 27 Years cleaning 
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Regular 
cleaning and special projects; references from 
current clients; quality guaranteed.  
206-948-2433. bestcleaning@outlook.com

Call (206) 306-7920 for a 
personal visit & to learn more.

Where senior living is full of JOY.

  450 NE 100th Street, Seattle • aljoya.com          

206-498-4606
ccrile@windermere.com

Living Laurelhurst, Selling Laurelhurst

CALENDAR

December 13 (Sun.) 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.  
LCC Sock Drive 
Laurelhurst Community Center parking lot
December 14 (Mon.) 6:30 to 8 p.m.  
LCC Trustee Meeting 
Virtual meeting via Zoom 
https://washington.zoom.
us/j/98019884654 
Meeting ID: 980 1988 4654 
One tap mobile (Seattle) 
+12063379723,,98019884654# US 
Drop off donations for Elizabeth 
Gregory House, a U District women’s 
shelter: Huda Giddens at 4338 NE 44th St.  
(Leave in green bin at front of house.) 
Gently used shoes needed for the 
homeless and distributed through Blessed 
Sacrament parish’s Outreach to the Poor 
in the U District. Drop off in white plastic 
container in front of 3891 44th Ave. NE. 

SCH Process continued from page 1

Chip Kennaugh Co.
206-487-3830

chipkennaugh@gmail.com
chipkennaugh.com

30 Years
Horticulture

Expertise

Serving Seattle & Vicinity

Fine Pruning of
Small Trees & Shrubs

(206) 682-7110
Allcoveredpainting.com 

SAVE 10%!
Mention this ad to save!

Thanks to our advertisers for their support. 

Each month, trustees review Calls 
and Concerns from neighbors. Please 
contact any trustee to bring up 
something you would like LCC to be 
aware of or consider action on or if 
you need assistance maneuvering 
City government offices.

KAREN PECOTA

Karen Pecota
Licensed Electrologist since 1977

  206.794.1258
  www.sandpointelectrolysis.com
Hawthorne Hill Professional Center
4026 NE 55th Street, Suite E

www.sand-point-electrolysis.com

Sign up for LCC’s Constant Contact 
electronic newsletter for time-
critical communications: email 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net.

PAINTING: Luis Ramirez 206-465-3593. 
Interior and exterior. Great Laurelhurst 
references. Bonded and insured. Any size 
job.
RAPID COMPUTER HELP: PC/Mac. 
Upgrades; hardware, software installation; 
troubleshooting, repair. Spyware, virus 
removal. Windows, MS Office certifications. 
Local References. Matt, 206-498-8901.
TUTORING: Customized tutoring available 
to fit your learners needs. Thirty years of 
experience. References available. Online or 
social distancing. Text 617-501-4304.  
Email Lucasliterature@gmail.com 
WANTED: Laurelhurst Homes - As Is. Top 
Dollar Paid. I will buy your house as is. Don’t 
worry about problems or cleaning up or pre-
paring for sale. Quick and easy cash sale. I 
live in the neighborhood. Call Mike, LREA, at 
206-459-9375.

6512 12th Ave NE   Seattle WA  98115 east of Roosevelt light rail station

206-528-1980      

Dr. Robin E. Riedinger
Dr. Brandi L. Eskesen

Dr. Adrian E. Nevill

www.hhvh.net

Laurelhurst Blog 
http://thelaurelhurstblog.blogspot.com/  
News, events, issues, restaurants, businesses 
and lots more. Email a tip or story idea or 
subscribe at laurelhurstblogger@gmail.com. 
The blog and LCC are separate entities.  n 

On November 25, LCC wrote a 
letter to the head of SDCI 
requesting him to rectify the 
process, which would allow the 
SAC to submit its comments first, 
after which SCH could incorporate 
them into its plans. After that, SCH 
would re-apply for the MUP  
permits to SDCI.
The goal of LCC is to allow SCH  
to build out what they medically 
need, but also protect the livability 
of surrounding residential 
neighborhoods and maintain the 
vitality of nearby small businesses 
and medical practices.
The next SAC meeting is scheduled 
for December 8, 2020, at 6 p.m.  
Its members look forward to a 
meaningful opportunity to 
comment on the SCH Phase 3 
plans at that time to achieve the 
goals under the Conditions set 
forth by the City when the MIMP 
was approved. n

Christmas Ships
Due to the evolving uncertainty 
of COVID-19, Argosy Cruises 
made the difficult decision to 
cancel the 2020 Christmas 
Ship™ Festival.

Take the Beach Club 
Polar Bear Plunge! 

Noon, January 1
Due to Covid-19, please confirm  

closer to the date. 
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Laurelhurst Community Club
PMB #373, 4616 25th Ave. NE

Seattle, WA 98105

OFFICERS & TRUSTEES
 

Colleen McAleer, President  525-0219  billandlin@aol.com

206 area codes for all
Brian McMullen, VP   367-9325 
Emily Dexter, Treas.  526-2927 
Katherine Burk, Sec. 849-4955 
Pat Chaney  601-8109
Kay Kelly    409-7001 

Jim Rupp   524-5880
Connie Sidles 522-7513 
Stan Sorscher 522-7660 
Jan Sutter 683 9280 
Don Torrie 524-4316 

Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net;  
Leslie Wright, editor, 206-229-1505 
Security Patrol: crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com 
Aircraft Noise Hotline 206-433-5393 
Animal Control 206-386-7387 
Community Center 206-684-7529 
Laurelhurst Beach Club (business) 206-729-3724 
Police, Non-emergency 206-625-5011
Street Light Out, City Light 206-684-7056 
24-Hour Crisis Line 206-461-3222 

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com

December 2020

Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc. 
(206) 522-7003 

Helen Kelleher Senseney    206-909-9367 
Eddie Muanda   206-915-7041  
Cynthia Williams                      206-769-7140
Jenn Flynn                           206-427-3900

Locally Owned Real Estate Company
Excellent reputation,

customized customer service,  
team approach.

3505 NE 45th St. 
Seattle 98105 

All in, for Laurelhurst.

If  you can dream it,  
we can find it.

Chet Crile . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Kim Dales . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Cathy Millan . . . . . . . . . . .
Renee Menti Ruhl . . . . . .
Barbara Shikiar . . . . . . . . 
Jeri Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Maggie Weissman . . . . . . 

206.498.4606
206.235 .7772
206.228.8558
206.850.1800
206.484.2446
206.295.8785
206.226.0543

CHOOSE A BROKER FROM YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD.

PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage
PAID
Seattle, WA
Permit No. 1125

ECRWSS

ECRWSSEDDM

Postal Customer
Seattle, WA 98105

Engage with Your City
Let your council member and 
mayor know what’s on your mind. 
Jenny A. Durkan, Mayor 
Phone: 206-684-4000 
Email: jenny.durkan@seattle.gov
Alex Pedersen, District 4 
Northeast Seattle 
Chair: Planning, Land Use & Zoning 
Chair: Chair, Transportation & 
Utilities  
Phone: 206-684-8808 
Email: alex.pedersen@seattle.gov

BEDROOMSANDMORE.COM (206)633-4494

STYLISH AND LUXURIOUS COMFORT

YOUR AD HERE!

Contact 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net 

$375 for 5 issues 
Your advertising supports 

the newsletter and community.

Season’s 
Greetings

Subscribe to LCC’s 
Security Patrol
To participate, please either use 
LCC’s secure online payment option 
(preferred) at www.laurelhurstcc.
com, or send your $200 check 
payable to LCC to the PO Box listed 
above. If you pay by check, please 
be sure to include your name, 
address, email, and emergency 
contact information.
Questions? crimeprevention@
laurelhurstcc.com.   n


