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LEAP Seeks Funds for an Emergency HUB
LEAP (Laurelhurst Emergency Action Plan) is raising funds to build and 
equip a communications HUB. The HUB, on the grounds of St. Stephen’s 
Church (45th St. NE near the Park), will be activated as “communication 
central” in times when Laurelhurst is isolated from services (after a 
major emergency such as an earthquake or other catastrophe). 
Volunteers will connect Laurelhurst with other neighborhoods and the 
City via ham radio. The HUB is a place where information can be shared. 
For example, the status of nearby bridges and the airport; which local 
grocery stores are open; listing of missing persons or pets. The HUB is 
not a place to find supplies such as water and food. Individuals need to 
plan now for items they will need in an emergency.
Thanks to those who have already contributed, LEAP volunteers have 
distributed information, published articles, offered free classes and 
established an online library. Assisted by over 70 cluster captains, LEAP 
has organized Laurelhurst into clusters of neighbors who are preparing to 
cooperate during a crisis.
Now, LEAP is ready for the next step: raising money to build and furnish 
a HUB. LEAP’s fundraising goal is $15,000. Any contribution is 
appreciated and will be put to good use.
$10 buys a hard hat; $20, an outdoor battery lantern; $50, laminated 
neighborhood maps; $120, white boards for messages: $250, a tent to 
shelter radio equipment and operators. $1,200 buys the generator.
Please make your tax-deductible donation today by check or online.
Make checks payable to LCC Foundation with a notation that it is a LEAP 
donation and mail to LCC Foundation/LEAP, PMB #373, 4616 25th Ave. 
NE, Seattle 98105. Include an email/mailing address where an 
acknowledgement can be sent.
Pay online by credit card on LCC’s secure website: https://www.
laurelhurstcc.com/LCCFoundation_002.htm
Contact your Cluster Captain or LEAP (LEAPLaurelhurst@outlook.com) 
with questions. LEAP thanks you; your neighbors thank you.  n

New Metro Bus Pull-out Lane at Husky Stadium
The new construction near the Light Rail Station will be a new pull-out 
lane for Metro buses northbound on Montlake Bvd. This revision will 
primarily accommodate Eastside Metro bus connectivity closer to the 
heart of UW’s main campus and the Light Rail Station. Currently, some 
Metro riders unload at the Montlake Flyer on stop on SR520 and then 
walk up to Montlake Blvd. and cross the bascule bridge to campus.  
Beginning March 2020 this new northbound bus stop, directly adjacent to 
the Link Station, will be opened. At that time, many of the Eastside buses 
will exit at Montlake, unload at the Light Rail Station, then proceed to a 
“jump” stoplight that will allow them to turn left from the right lane and 
then left again at NE Pacific Pl., and return to the Eastside (or downtown).
This Metro project is not being built as a pull-out lane for Northeast 
Metro routes #65 and #78, which operate north of the Montlake Triangle. 
Thus, there are still only two northbound Montlake Blvd. lanes, one of 
which will continue to be blocked by bus and van loadings.
The project would have been much improved for all if a pull out for 

Strengthen Seattle 
Tree Preservation
LCC trustee Connie Sidles wrote 
the following letter on behalf of 
LCC to the Seattle City Council.
We speak for the community of 
Laurelhurst, but we also speak for 
those without a voice. We speak 
for the voice of history itself, a 
history of a ciitzenry who have 
loved Seattle because of its natural 
beauty, its wondrous scenery, its 
tight communities, and its 
commitment to the future.
What kind of future do you envision 
in all your recent decisions and 
proposals for densifying Seattle? 
What legacy will you leave for the 
generations to come? Will you build 
a city of concrete punctuated by a 
few sidewalk trees and the 
occasional park? Will you create a 
city whose emerald history will be 
memorialized only in old photos 
because you have allowed 
predatory developers to cut down 
heritage trees and groves, after 
which they walk away with millions 
in profits but no housing for the 
indigent, the poor, or even the 
middle class?
We need housing, but housing 
without natural habitat is 
unhealthy, both physically and 
mentally, as scientific research is 
showing us. We are losing tree 
canopy to the voracious appetite of 
private developers at a rate of 120 
acres a year. This resource for 
good mental health, high quality 
air, unpolluted runoff water, and 
bird habitat cannot be replaced by 
planting young saplings, no matter 
how good our mitigation intentions 
are. A little sapling with a few 
meager branches cannot replace a 
mature tree with a 20-meter-wide 
canopy of leaves – all respiring to 
our benefit – at least, not until the 
sapling reaches maturity itself, a 
matter of decades. And that 
assumes that future planners with 

continued on page 2
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Aegis Living Update
The City issued building permit 
#3025056-LU for the new Aegis 
Living facility on August 8. This 
136-unit assisted living facility 
(primarily memory care) has 63 
small underground parking places 
and a ground level public coffee 
shop. The architectural character is 
a collegial Tudor to reflect the style 
of University of Washington 
buildings nearby.
LCC very much supports the 
mission of this facility for 
Northeast Seattle that will create a 
quality residence where neighbors 
can age near their existing 
community. Because of its 
proposed massive footprint – and 
72-foot height – LCC had written 
public comments to the City 
concerning reduced safety 
sightlines at the base of the 
congested Five Corners 
intersection. The City’s 
Department of Transportation and 
the Seattle Police have records 
from that intersection’s red-light 
cameras that document how 
frequently vehicles run the red 
lights there. It was the worst 
intersection in the City at the time 
use of the cameras was 
discontinued. Reduced visibility 
may be exacerbated with such a 
tall  building at that location. And 
worse, the City allowed a reduction 
in the building setback requirement 
that increases to the visual 
obstruction.
The Seattle Design Review Board 
granted the applicant  nine waivers 
(called departures) from City 
design standards. Their main focus 
was to enhance the Burke Gilman 
Trail experience from inside and 
out, but the Board ignored existing 
neighbors’ concerns about their 
blocked Mt.Rainier views. The 
public benefit will be a planted 
garden edge along the perimeter 
as well as a larger indented parkle, 
at the building’s midpoint along NE 
45th Street.
Before breaking ground, Aegis 
must submit a construction 
management plan. LCC and 
adjacent neighborhoods will 
monitor the plan and comment as 
needed due to the high impact of 
congestion at this corner.  n

Metro Pull Out at Link Station  continued from page 1

Northeast Seattle bus/van routes had been added to the scope of the 
project. LCC has met with representatives of both the UW and Metro for 
the past two years to express concerns about the congestion created by 
loading buses on Montlake without a pull out. The current change does 
not appear to address those concerns.
LCC will continue to monitor the extra congestion that may occur at the 
Montlake Interchange with more vehicular volumes from the addition of 
Eastside buses and all vehicles that previously used the on-ramp near 
Foster Island, which will be closed permanently in this phase of the new 
SR520 Bridge replacement project.
The Montlake Mess is likely to get messier!  n

as little vision as our current crew will even allow replacement trees to 
grow for long.
We need a tree ordinance with teeth. The current proposal before you 
seeks to improve tree preservation, but it needs to be strengthened. We 
ask that you:
n  Better coordinate all city departments that deal with tree canopy so 
that we have one coherent policy and vision for tree preservation. We 
cannot support a housing policy that fails to take into account tree and 
open space preservation. Tree policy must be embedded and integrated 
into all the city’s planning and activities. 
n  Review current policies in all departments to access their impact on 
canopy. 
n  Require all new proposed policies be reviewed by the department in 
charge of tree canopy policy. This review need not reach the level of an 
EIS, but the intent would be similar.
n  Conduct an immediate inventory of all trees in the city, both private 
and public, with special emphasis on heritage trees and on groves. Enact 
a moratorium on cutting all trees except dangerous ones until this 
inventory can be completed.
n  Revisit the city’s Climate Action Plan to make sure it has properly 
valued tree retention and includes in its mission the idea that tree 
canopy should not just be preserved but enhanced.
n  Review the variances and exceptions granted to private owners and 
businesses regarding the cutting down of trees. It is this practice of 
freely granting such exceptions that has removed all the teeth from our 
current ordinances. We are fooling ourselves if we think passing a new 
ordinance will make any difference unless we change our attitude toward 
these exceptions. This is our greatest failure in planning for growth. You 
were elected to plan for our future. You can and must do better.
n  Ask cities that have successful tree preservation policies how they 
balance housing, business, and transportation needs with environmental 
protection of open space and tree canopy. In our city, we do not balance 
these needs, but rather we put them into a zero-sum equation that pits 
these needs against each other. This is our greatest failure of vision. You 
can and must do better.
Climate change has already affected our nation in ways we cannot 
control. It is clear that for now, we cannot expect much help with this 
issue at the national level. That means our own local efforts must be 
strengthened far beyond anything we have done in the past. Fire season 
is already upon us. Time is running out. Please save our trees now while 
we still can.  n

www.laurelhurstcc.com  

Tree Preservation continued from page 1



206.545.1092 
familyresourcehomecare.com

Providing quality 
in-home / live-in care 
that supports comfort 
and independence.

                Partnership for a Lifetime 
                          Excellence Education Prevention 

                          Comfort Compassion 
 

                 206-528-1980 
                          www.hhvh.net 

    Robin E. Riedinger, DVM 

    Brandi L. Eskesen, DVM 
    Adrian E. Nevill, BVM&S 
 

4020 NE 55th St    Seattle, WA - across from Metropolitan Market 

Call (206) 523-7315 for a 
personal visit and to learn more

about Ida Culver House Ravenna.
  2315 NE 65th St, Seattle • eraliving.com          
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UNCLASSIFIEDS

BABYSITTER: RHS Junior and Camp Firwood 
CIT. CPR and First Aid trained, energetic, 
responsible, fun and loves kids! Volunteer 
experience in preschool programs and working 
with children of all ages. Call Libby at 206-258-
3335. Also available for dog sitting/walking. 
BABYSITTER: Reliable 6th-grade girl from 
The Bush School with Better Babysitting, CPR 
and 1st Aid certificates looking for babysitting 
jobs in the neighborhood. 206-972-4792 or 
romymckey@gmail.com.
BEST CLEANING LLC: 25 Years cleaning 
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Regular 
cleaning and special projects; references from 
current clients; quality guaranteed.  
206-948-2433. bestcleaning@outlook.com
MOVING: Let Moves Made Simple pack. We 
specialize in packing, unpacking, downsizing, 
organizing, de-cluttering and simplifying  
your life. Contact Katie Hennings Larson,  
206-307-9424, www.movesmadesimple.com 
for free consultation.  
PAINTING: Luis Ramirez 206-465-3593. 
Interior and exterior. Great Laurelhurst 
references. Bonded and insured. Any size job. 
PARTY ASSISTANT: Responsible HS junior. 
available to assist at parties in your home. I 
love to set up, serve, prep, cook, and clean-up. 
Experienced at children’s parties, too. Contact 
Grace 206-701-4536; $20/hour. Neighborhood 
references available.   

RAPID COMPUTER HELP: PC/Mac. 
Upgrades; hardware, software installation; 
troubleshooting, repair. Spyware, virus 
removal. Windows, MS Office certifications. 
Local References. Matt, 206-498-8901.
REMODELING/HANDYMAN SERVICES:  
“Bob of All Trades.” Licensed, Bonded, 
Insured. Lic#BOBALAT936N3. Reasonable 
rates, experienced, professional, reliable. 
www.BobOfAllTrades.com. Email: bobstocco@
gmail.com or call 425-301-9265.
TANZANIA TRAVEL: Wildlife/photography 
safari to Tanzania Jan. 27 to Feb. 10, 2020. 
Led by Charles Sleicher, a Laurelhurst 
resident for 42 years. Superb itinerary 
includes Tarangire, Serengeti, Ndutu, 
Ngorongoro Crater, Oldupai gorge. For 12 
persons in 4 vehicles with expert driver/
guides. Each person has a window on 
each side plus access to roof hatch. Ideal 
time for good weather and the famous 
wildebeest migration. Lots of lions, other 
cats, mammals, and over 200 species of 
birds. Excellent but not high-end lodging 
and food. $9,850 for 12 days on site, single 
supplement $900. Five places left. If East 
Africa is on your bucket list, go! Contact 
charles@sleicher.net or 206-254-1576. 
Kathryn Gardow is one of several Laurelhurst 
residents who have taken one of the safaris. 
She would be glad to answer questions about 
it: 206-527-3272.
WANTED: Laurelhurst Homes - As Is. Top 
Dollar Paid. I will buy your house as is. Don’t 
worry about problems or cleaning up or 
preparing for sale. Quick and easy cash sale. 
I live in the neighborhood. Call Mike, LREA, at 
206-459-9375.

Call (206) 306-7920 for a 
personal visit & to learn more.

Where senior living is full of JOY.

  450 NE 100th Street, Seattle • aljoya.com          

Thanks to our advertisers for their support. 

206-498-4606
ccrile@windermere.com

Living Laurelhurst, Selling Laurelhurst

The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times 
a year. DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per 
issue, with a five-issue commitment paid in 
advance. UNCLASSIFIED ADS are free for 
PAID members of the Laurelhurst Community 
Club, except that repeat ads or ads deemed 
commercial cost $20; 25-word maximum.  
Email copy to laurelhurstnews@comcast.net. 

CALENDAR
Oct. 9 (Wed.) 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.  
SUN Park Weed and Sweep 
47th Ave. NE and NE 47th St. 
Oct. 14 (Mon.) 6:30 to 8 p.m.  
LCC Board of Trustees 
Laurelhurst Community Center 
Drop off donations for Elizabeth 
Gregory House, a U District women’s 
shelter: Huda Giddens at 4338 NE 44th St.  
(Leave in dark green, covered bin at the 
front of the house.) 
Master Gardener Clinics  
Second and fourth Mondays of each 
month, 4 to 8 p.m. at Center for Urban 
Horticulture Atrium; and second and 
fourth Saturdays of each month, 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. through September at City 
People’s Sand Point
Laurelhurst Community Center 
Activities To receive e-mail notices, send 
an e-mail to Laurelhurst.CC@Seattle.Gov. 
http://www.seattle.gov/parks/centers/
laurelcc.htm

Sign up for LCC’s Constant Contact 
electronic newsletter for time-
critical communications: email 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net. If you 
have signed up and do not receive 
this, please add laurelhurstnews@
comcast.net to your address book.

Chip Kennaugh Co.
206-487-3830

chipkennaugh@gmail.com
chipkennaugh.com

30 Years
Horticulture

Expertise

Serving Seattle & Vicinity

Fine Pruning of
Small Trees & Shrubs

(206) 682-7110
Allcoveredpainting.com 

SAVE 10%!
Mention this ad to save!

LEAP Disaster 
Preparedness Class 
October 16
Laurelhurst Community Center 
Wednesday, October 16,  
7 to 8:15 p.m.   
Learn some easy ways to get 
everyone thinking about disaster 
preparedness. Meet new 
neighbors! Learn: What to do to be 
prepared, how to be safe in an 
earthquake, how to use the Help/
OK sign, and know the top three 
response priorities after any 
diaster. Support your neighborhood 
response team LEAP: Sign up to be 
a cluster captain and/or provide 
vital information to allow LEAP to 
better support you and your family 
(pets, too!). Event host and 
presenter: Laurelhurst Emergency 
Action Plan (LEAP) and Carl Leon 
from OEM.  
Please R.S.V.P. for this free class if 
you would like to attend by 
emailing   LEAPlaurelhurst@
outlook.com.  n

Laurelhurst Blog 
http://thelaurelhurstblog.blogspot.com/ 



PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage 

PAID
Seattle, WA

Permit No. 1793

Carrier Route Presort
Postal Customer

L E T T E R

LAURELHURST
Laurelhurst Community Club

PMB #373, 4616 25th Ave. NE
Seattle, WA 98105

OFFICERS & TRUSTEES
Jeannie Hale, Co-President  525-5135  jeannie.hale@outlook.com 

Colleen McAleer, Co-President  525-0219  billandlin@aol.com

206 area codes for all
Brian McMullen, Sec. 367-9325 
Emily Dexter, Treas.  526-2927 
Katherine Burk  849-4955
Kay Kelly    522-6773 
Liz Hemer   517-5862

Jim Rupp   524-5880
Connie Sidles 522-7513 
Stan Sorscher 522-7660 
Jan Sutter 683 9280 
Don Torrie 524-4316 
  Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net;  

Leslie Wright, editor, 206-229-1505 
Security Patrol: crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com 
Aircraft Noise Hotline 206-433-5393 
Animal Control 206-386-7387 
Community Center 206-684-7529 
Laurelhurst Beach Club (business) 206-729-3724 
Police, Non-emergency 206-625-5011
Street Light Out, City Light 206-684-7056 
24-Hour Crisis Line 206-461-3222 

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com
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Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc. 
(206) 522-7003 

Helen Kelleher Senseney    206-909-9367 
Eddie Muanda   206-915-7041  
Cynthia Williams                      206-769-7140
Jenn Flynn                           206-427-3900

Locally Owned Real Estate Company
Excellent reputation,

customized customer service,  
team approach.

3505 NE 45th St. 
Seattle 98105 

KAREN PECOTA

Karen Pecota
Licensed Electrologist since 1977

  206.794.1258
  www.sandpointelectrolysis.com
Hawthorne Hill Professional Center
4026 NE 55th Street, Suite E

All in, for Laurelhurst.

If  you can dream it,  
we can find it.

Chet Crile . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Kim Dales . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Cathy Millan . . . . . . . . . . .
Renee Menti Ruhl . . . . . .
Barbara Shikiar . . . . . . . . 
Jeri Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Maggie Weissman . . . . . . 

206.498.4606
206.235 .7772
206.228.8558
206.850.1800
206.484.2446
206.295.8785
206.226.0543

CHOOSE A BROKER FROM YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD.

Jim Thorpe  
Northlake Capital + Development, LLC 
has been the leading “off-market” acquisition 
company for over 25 years and has continued 
the growth of real estate in the Greater Seattle 
Area.  
For inquires please call or email us at: 
(206) 547-1370 
northlakecd.com  

Proud homeowner in the Laurelhurst Community 

Jim Thorpe  
Northlake Capital + Development, LLC 
has been the leading “off-market” acquisition 
company for over 25 years and has continued 
the growth of real estate in the Greater Seattle 
Area.  
For inquires please call or email us at: 
(206) 547-1370 
northlakecd.com  

Proud homeowner in the Laurelhurst Community 

 has been the leading “off-market” acquisition 
company for over 25 years and has continued the 
growth of real estate in the Greater Seattle Area.
For inquiries please call or email us at: 
(206) 547-1370 
northlakecd.com

COME HOME
TO 

YOUR STYLE
Residential Interior Design

www.kathleenglossa.com
Laurelhurst references available

Let your Seattle officials know 
what’s on your mind. 
Jenny A. Durkan, Mayor 
Phone: 206-684-4000 
Email: jenny.durkan@seattle.gov
Abel Pacheco, District 4 
Northeast Seattle 
Chair: Planning, Land Use & Zoning 
Vice-Chair: Sustainability & 
Transportation  
Phone: 206-684-8808 
Email: abel.pacheco@seattle.gov
And please VOTE!  n

Each month, trustees review Calls and Concerns from neighbors. Please contact any trustee to bring 
up something you would like LCC to be aware of or consider action on.


