
Laurelhurst Community Club 
Minutes 
March 10, 2014 
 
 
Attending:  Robin Chalmers, Emily Dexter, Jeannie Hale, Kay Kelly, Linda Luiten, Brian 
McMullen, Liz Ogden, Maggie Weissman, Leslie Wright 
 
Excused:  Colleen McAleer, Stan Sorscher, Don Torrie  
 
Guests:  Jim Woods 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. and was followed by 
introductions.  
 
City Light Power Outage Update:  Jim Woods updated the board about his efforts to 
resolve the problem with City Light.  The outages continue with increased frequency.  
He’s now keeping a record.  He’s already had four outages this year.  The February 12 
outage lasted for one hour and 50 minutes.  The February 14 outage started in the 
afternoon and continued until 8:30 p.m.  The City Light CEO, Jorge Carrasco, 
responded that the capacity of the original underground 4kv system installed in the 
1940s is inadequate.  The system has been slowly updated and maintained over recent 
decades in attempts to stabilize it.  The wires were not insulated when installed and that 
had contributed to deficiencies.   
 
Woods provided an analogy—it’s like a string of Christmas lights when one goes out the 
whole stream goes out.  That’s what’s happening in Laurelhurst.  When there is an 
outage at one home, many other homes are affected.  He is at the end of the line so will 
be the last home to be fixed.  City Light must test each line separately.  There is no real 
maintenance plan.  
 
A major rebuild is scheduled to begin this spring.  It will take three months to complete 
the rebuild.  Woods said that City Light needs to provide consistent, reliable power that 
is constantly upgraded.  Instead, City Light encourages conservation 
 
CALLS AND CONCERNS 
1. Backyard / Side Yard Houses:  Thanks to comments from many neighbors and the 

efforts of Representatives Pollet and Tarleton, DPD is now recommending that any 
backyard / side yard house proposed for construction on a lot less than 3,200 square 
feet be classified as a Type 2 project. This means the immediate neighbors would be 
notified, those neighbors would be given an opportunity to voice any concerns to a 
special hearing examiner, and that hearing examiner would have the ability to 
recommend changes to the project -- or non-approval.  The City Council’s Planning, 
Land Use & Sustainability Committee held a public hearing to take comments on the 
proposal at its March 4 meeting.  LCC provided notice to neighbors of the hearing 
and an opportunity to comment in a recent Constant Contact alert. 
 

2. Car prowl:  On February 10, on the 3900 block of NE 38th at about 4:30 a.m., the 
neighbors’ locked van was broken into.  A heavy rock was used to break the 
window. There was nothing of value in the van. The car alarm went off and the dog 
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barked.  Another neighbor has his car rifled and a hub cap was stolen from a third 
neighbor.   
 

3. Any good news?  On February 17, neighbor Bill Elmer who lives on 53rd and NE 43rd 
wrote to LCC after reading the monthly newsletter.  He complained that the 
newsletter reports negative things like no power, noisy pile driving, Talaris, slow 
stoplights, “blocked” sidewalks, and on and on.  He’s hoping that LCC can find a 
good spin on items to report.  A copy of his letter was distributed. 
 

4. Graffiti:  On February 20, a neighbor on Nicklas Place contacted LCC about graffiti 
on the large picture window of a vacant house on her block.  This and another house 
around the corner owned by the same person have been vacant for the most part for 
four years.  Neighbors are concerned about the graffiti and asked for advice.  Luiten 
responded to contact the police non-emergency number.  In the past, there have 
been squatters in a vacant home in the Town of Yesler. 
 

5. Damage to 38th Avenue NE:  On February 23, Sorscher reported damage to the 
unimproved street of 38th Avenue NE adjacent to the Talaris property next to homes.  
A big truck used the street area, got stuck and had to be pulled out, and left deep 
tracks in the unimproved roadway, possibly causing damage to tree roots on the 
Talaris property.  The truck was assisting in clearing out a recently vacated home at 
3717 44th Avenue NE, owned by one of Bruce McCaws LLCs.  George Thurtle 
provided information that the garbage carrier has acknowledged responsibility and 
arrangements are being made to repair the damage. 
 

 
 
 

6. Children’s’ shuttles:  On February 24, Children’s’ updated LCC on the complaints it 
had received from neighbors that their shuttles were causing a backup on 40th 
Avenue NE as they attempted to turn left onto Sand Point Way NE.  Some neighbors 
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also expressed concern about the safety of left turning shuttles competing for a short 
green light with oncoming traffic on 40th Avenue NE.  In response, Children’s’ set up 
a data collection plan to create a baseline using a traffic engineering company. Then 
on January 22, they re-routed the southbound shuttles to 45th Ave NE, thereby 
eliminating left turning shuttle movements at 40th Ave NE.  Finally, we measured the 
traffic again in February.  The results showed that conditions on 40/SPW improved 
markedly, while the intersection at 45/SPW did not experience significant changes. 
This in fact, is what they expected since the left turn from 40th to Sand Point Way 
causes all traffic to stop, while the primary movement at 45/SPW is a left turn onto 
Sand Point Way NE.  Neighbors responded 15 to 1 in support of the change.  
Children’s’ will use the new route from now on. 
 

7. Talaris:  About 75 people attended the public hearing on the Talaris 82-lot proposed 
redevelopment of the site on February 27.  Comments submitted by dozens and 
dozens of neighbors posted on DPD’s website are included in the agenda packets, 
including comments on behalf of LCC by McAleer, Hale, Wright, Dexter and Peter 
Eglick.  Hale, McAleer, Wright, Dexter and Weissman attended the public meeting. 
 

8. Radar speed sign by the school:  On March 4, two portable speed signs were placed 
beside Laurelhurst School.  Several neighbors emailed to complain in part because 
the devices were directly across from each other in the street and cars going both 
directions had to cross the center line to pass. 
 

9. Attempted break-ins:  On March 5 at noon on the north end of 43rd Avenue NE, an 
attempted burglary was thwarted thanks to the neighbor’s 18 month old black 
Labrador, Scout.  The dog’s incessant barking and growling alerted the neighbor to 
go downstairs, only to find two hooded young men peering in the back glass door 
and adjacent side window - and yes, the back door was unlocked.  The neighbor 
startled the burglars when she walked into the kitchen, and they turned and ran, 
"high jumping" a three foot wire doggy fence, and heading north up the alley.  The 
police have a report, and are encouraging everyone to be careful and vigilant.  On 
February 8, neighbors on the 4400 block of 50th Avenue NE also had an attempted 
burglary while they were out of town.  The alarm system thwarted the burglars.  The 
burglars destroyed a basement door and did not gain access inside the house.  
Neighbors didn’t hear or see anything unusual. 

 
10. Theft:  On Saturday night, someone stole a case of beer from Weissman’s porch.  It 

is suspected that the three youth spotted repeatedly who were engaged in all the car 
prowls in the neighborhood were responsible. 

 
11. 10,000 Villages:  This worthwhile group has asked for a regular ad in the newsletter.  

A free ad for their Roosevelt store is provided during the holidays.  The board will 
leave it to the newsletter editor to address this to ensure that regular advertisers are 
accommodated. 
 

12. A special thanks:  NPAC rep Linda Luiten received a photo of the items collected 
during this year’s sock drive from the captain: 
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 Announcements:   
1. The Frogs are Out!  Visit Magnuson Park in the evening to hear a chorus of ribbits.  Enter at 

NE 65th and go straight to the water.  Magnuson Park's famous Pacific Chorus Frogs are in 
great voice when the evenings are warm.   Listen for the sounds in the park after dark as the 
frog mating season continues.  Magnuson has one of the city's largest populations of Pacific 
chorus frogs (Pseudacris regilla) or Pacific treefrogs (Hyla regilla).  Scientists can't agree on 
the appropriate name for the species.   Hollywood directors love their "ribbits" and have 
made them stars in films in such unlikely locations as the Amazon jungle and the woods of 
Maine.  

This frog is tiny, green or brown and has a black stripe running from its nose though its eye 
down its shoulder.  It has suction pads on its toes for climbing.  It rapid life cycle allows it to 
live in ephemeral ponds that dry up in late July, like the Frog Pond at Magnuson Park. 

2. Early Bloomers Plant Sale:  The Early Bloomers Plant sale is on Saturday, April 12, 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. at the Plant Donations Nursery and the Pat Calvert Greenhouse in the Arboretum.  
Free parking and admission.  As usual, there will be a great selection of young trees and 
shrubs and early blooming perennials such as hellebores, trilliums, primroses, pulmonaria 
and hepatica.   

3. FlorAbundance Spring Plant Sale:  The big FlorAbundance plant sale is on Saturday, April 
26, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sunday, April 27, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. in Building 30 at Warren G. 
Magnuson Park.  Free parking and admission.  It’s a great time to stock up on high-quality 
perennials, vegetables, shrubs and trees. This magnificent sale, the largest in the Puget 
Sound region, features dozens of top specialty nurseries and vendors selling a wide 
selection of choice, locally-grown plants. You’ll find trees, shrubs, beautiful conifers, native 
plants, vegetable starts, species and hybrid rhododendrons, favorite and rare perennials, 
unusual annuals, glorious groundcovers, grasses, vines, and more.   

 
ADMINISTRATION 
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Minutes:  Motion by Kelly, seconded by McMullen to approve the February 10 minutes 
as presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Dexter reported that next month she will provide a comparison of 
financial position with last year’s.   
 
REPORTS/ACTION 
Crime Prevention:  McMullen reported that there was a spike in crime at the end of 
January.  Specific incidents are included in “calls and concerns.”   
 
Luiten reported on the North Precinct Advisory Council meeting.  There was a homicide 
in Greenwood.  A 17-year-old was apprehended within a week.  Luiten passed along 
advice from the police to always give your purse or iPhone to avoid tragedies.  A man 
called 911 on his iPhone after an encounter with a young man.  The young man then 
shot him.  There will be two new officers starting soon at the North Precinct.  The North 
Precinct would like to hear from the community on how to improve the seven minute 
response time.  There should be a new Crime Prevention person at the SPD within a 
month.  There is a new Livingroom Conversations program where neighbors can invite 
a police officer to brief family and friends. 
 
Neighborhood Park and Street Fund Update:  In the highly competitive street fund 
process at Northeast District Council, here is the final ranking of projects: 
 

NE District NPSF 
Projects 

Lead 
Applicant 

Lead Applicant 
Organization 

Alternate 
Applicant 

Alternate 
Applicant 

Organization 

POINTS 

Traffic signal 
enhancement by the NE 
Library (2014-060) 

Andres 
Salomon 

NE Seattle 
Neighborhood 
Greenways 

  39 points 

Radar speed sign on  
Suicide Hill (2014-013) 

Robin 
Chalmers 

Laurelhurst 
Community Club 

  30 points 

Vegetation Plan and 
Design of ADA path-way 
at Waterway No. 1 
(2014-038) 

Colleen 
McAleer 

Laurelhurst 
Community Club 

Emily 
Dexter 
Liz Ogden 

 26 points 

Radar Speed Sign and/ 
or flashing yellow lights 
(2014-046) 

Steve Clark Laurelhurst PTA   25 points 

  
The top three vote getters will now be submitted to SDOT and Parks for evaluation of 
feasibility and cost.  $90,000 has been allocated to Northeast District Council.  Ogden 
reported that if rectangular flashing lights, rather than a pedestrian signal, is installed at 
the library, then it’s likely that the top three projects could be funded. 
 
Coalition for an Affordable and Livable Seattle:  This group, with supporters from 
community councils throughout the city, is asking LCC to sign onto an open letter to the 
Mayor and City Council addressing the impact of development on affordability and 
livability in the city in preparation for the Mayor’s April 5 Neighborhood Summit.  The 
coalition calls for the Mayor and the Seattle City Council to immediately:  
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• institute a system of development impact fees to ensure that developers 
pay their fair share of the costs of growth on our transportation network, 
utilities, parks, and schools; 

• approve rules requiring every developer to replace, one-for-one, low 
income housing they remove with low income units of equivalent size; 

• adopt rules and allocate funds to help tenants buy and ‘co-op’ their 
apartments before they’re sold to speculators or demolished; 

• approve new zoning rules that prevent out-of-scale development in all 
lowrise and single family zones;  

• adopt new budgeting that guarantees “equitable distribution” of tax dollars 
to all Seattle neighborhoods and newly created council districts; and 
prevents misallocation of the city’s general funds into downtown and 
special interest boondoggles; and  

• adopt stiff regulations protecting our declining older growth tree canopy 
and fragile urban streams. 

Motion by McMullen, seconded by Kelly, to sign onto the open letter from the Coalition 
for Affordable and Livable Seattle.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Spring Clean:  Spring Clean is Seattle's premier clean-up event and LCC has 
participated over the years with work parties, traffic circle cleanup and drain stenciling.  
The project is held each year in April and May through an SPU partnership with Parks 
and Recreation, Department of Neighborhoods, and Department of Transportation, 
Spring Clean provides opportunities for residents to keep our city tidy.  LCC will pursue 
the annual traffic circle cleanup.  It’s possible LCC would work on cleaning off street 
signs that obscure driver visibility.   
 
Easter Egg Roll:  The annual Laurelhurst Easter Egg Roll is on Saturday, April 19, at 
Laurelhurst Park at 10:00 a.m.  Volunteers and candy donations are needed.  Torrie 
and Hale will volunteer again this year.  Kelly also volunteered. 
 
Talaris Update:  At the February 27 public meeting, two neighbors with expertise in 
wetlands spoke.  One of those neighbors subsequently contacted LCC with an interest 
in working with LCC on wetlands and daylighting Yesler Creek issues.   
LCC sent the neighbor who offered to provide assistance the comment submitted by 
SPU.  In that comment letter, SPU stated that there are existing sewer and storm drains 
through the site and that the site is on soft soil.  SPU stated that the pipes must be 
replaced with new SPU approved pipe material and support system.  SPU also said that 
the pipes may also need upsizing and need to remain in an SPU approved right of way 
alignment.  SPU will not allow any build overs or pipes to be located within an 
easement. 
In response to the SPU message, the LCC neighbor suggested setting up a small 
subcommittee to address wetlands issues and options for daylighting Yesler Creek.  
The neighbor downloaded the Talaris wetlands report on DPD’s website. 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED:   8:40 p.m. 


