
1/14/2019 
LCC Trustees meeting 
Laurelhurst Community Center 
 
Co-President Colleen McAleer called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM 
 
ATTENDING Trustees : Jeannie Hale, Colleen McAleer, Don Torrie, Jim Rupp, Emily 
Dexter,  Kay Kelly, Stan Sorscher and Liz Hemer 

Other attendees: Louise Luthy, Leslie Wright, Jean Amick, Alex Pedersen 

EXCUSED: Katherine Burk, John Temple, Connie Sidles and Brian McMullen 

 

1. Public comment was invited from attending guests. A candidate for City Council, 
Alex Pedersen, introduced himself, and asked for input from neighbors about concerns 
they had for the position.  Democracy Vouchers will be mailed to homes in mid-
February and they can be donated to any candidate running for City office. Alex for 
Council Member Tim Burgess. He works now for CBRE on financing for low income 
housing. Alex wants more accountability and being responsive to neighborhoods, 
transparency, and seeing results for resources being invested.  
 
Q: 35th Ave NE bike lane – The City did not listen to residents and businesses that 
would be affected. View Ridge wants a cross walk. Alex would have implemented 
pedestrian improvements, kept bus stops, and improve turning at NE 75th. At this point, 
Alex would table the bike lane, and explore alternatives. 39th Ave NE. Regarding 39th 
Ave NE as a substitute location for the bike lane, Alex says bicycle riders object to that 
route, because they must climb out of that lower street level to go east or west.  
 
Q: Lessons learned from Tim Burgess? Look at data and not go with the political wind. 
Tim would give advocates the benefit of the doubt, and then look at data and hold 
people accountable for what they said would happen.  
 
Q: Communications to voters. Lisa Herbold’s Newsletter lists things she has done for 
her district. He would like to do something similar. 
 
Q: Bitterness in politics today? Alex hopes to get along with other Council members and 
get things done that make a difference for people.  
 
Q: Competition? A socialist candidate is running. Maybe others.  
 
Q: Public comment is at the beginning of City meetings, and many committee members 
come in late, which lacks respect for comments made by residents. Can you change 
rules so the meeting cannot begin until a quorum is present? Good idea. 

 

2. The Minutes for December were reviewed. Don Torrie noted that he was excused for 
the December meeting and the minutes should be corrected. Motion made by Jim 
Rupp seconded by Emily Dexter to approve the minutes as corrected. The motion 
passed, with Stan, Liz, and Don abstaining. 

 



3. Treasurer's Report. The Board reviewed the year end Treasurer's Report. The year 
ended in a deficit which was attributed to publishing the anticipated newsletter costs, 
mailings and also, professional (primarily legal) fees. 

Receipts for next year, the patrol income, landscaping, and dues are coming in at about 
expected levels. It was decided to keep fees the same as the previous year. 
Adjustments may be needed next year for Security Patrol fees. 

Emily Dexter explained how LCC has a check and balance system of receiving and 
depositing checks and bankcard income to all present. 

 

4. Announcements-LEAP Meeting on January 30th. Louise Luthy reported  that the 
next LEAP Meeting will be January 30th at the Laurelhurst Community Center at 
7:00pm. It will be held in conjunction with SNAP, the City of Seattle's preparedness 
program. RSVP's are appreciated to  LCCearthquake@outlook.com 

5. Committee Reports: 

  A. LEAP-Louise Luthy reviewed what LEAP has met with Battalion Chief William 
"Smokey"Simpson of the SFD , building a collaborative spirit with the local Fire Dept. 

Louise reported from a meeting of SPU about earthquake preparedness. Over time, 
water piping will be replaced with more flexible material to be more stable in an 
earthquake. Some Seattle firefighters live outside Seattle, so they may not be available 
after an earthquake. The reservoirs were being considered for sale and development. 
The City decided to keep them. The reservoirs often have water in them. In an 
earthquake, the water may not be treated. It would be available for firefighting.  
 
January 30, the City will sponsor a meeting in the Laurelhurst Community Center on 
disaster preparation. 
 

Key points about what LEAP has learned in the event of a major disaster: 

a. The NE Fire Dept has limited knowledge about the HUB program and LCC's  

    community preparedness plans 

b. "Windshield surveys" is how they plan to first assess the damages-primary stops at 
schools, hospitals, bridges, power stations, etc Est time is 10 mins on any safe road. 

c. Fire Dept will not touch any live power lines 

d. Most of the extra FD equipment is stored in liquefaction zone. 

e. Communication is primarily satellite phones. Looking for future newer network 

   Cell phone connectivity will prioritize Fire and Police in case of a major disaster. 

f. FD owns a super capable "communications van" located downtown 

g. All Fire stations have generators that can supply their house for about 3 days 

h. There are 200 FD personnel on duty in Seattle at all times 

i. All Northend fueling is done at Haller Lake station. Vehicles operate 3/4 full tanks. 

j. Typical fire truck can operate 8 hours of power, but out of water in 45 minutes. 

k. Dry chemical agents are not on typical fire truck 

l. Fire boats and engines are used to extract water out of lake-fresh or salt works fine. 



m. The FD's out of town contact is Miami. In emergencies, civilians expected to help. 

Luthy summarized the main points of the meeting with the Fire Chief: 

-The FD goal is put out small fires from being conflagrations (too big) 

- Suggested visiting the local Fire Dept to exchange info about disaster resources 

- Perhaps getting a Ham radio operator to the FD in disaster emergencies. 

B. She also noted that she attended a presentation by SPU's Seismic Planner, Bill 
Hubach on December 18th. He detailed the deficiencies in the old Seattle system, and 
discussed why the 2 surplus open-air reservoirs ( Maple Leaf on NE 75th and in 
Volunteer Park),  are kept full, to provide emergency use.  

She noted that in the worst case scenario, it would take 3-4 weeks just to get 20% of the 
system up and working again, and 90 days to be at 100% of operations.  Over the next 
50 years, SPU (the City) will spend $15-$20 million annually to upgrade the most critical 
systems to withstand a 7.0 earthquake. 

Japan has developed pipes and pipe joints to withstand the shaking, and they will be 
utilized for the upgrade as they are now made in the USA. 

C. Luthy reported that the City may have a city-wide drill on June 1st. 

Thank you to Louise and the LEAP team of volunteers to make our neighborhood more 
resilient, and better prepared in case of an earthquake. 

 

   B. Crime Prevention-Kay Kelly -NPAC Report   

Kay Kelly attended the North District Police meeting and reported that there are now 
more people living in North Seattle, than any other section of the City. Crime is on the 
increase and burglary is up 2% over last year. The Northgate area has experienced the 
highest concentration of criminal activity in 2018. Kelly advised extra caution when 
shopping and storing packages in cars (even in trunks). 

Kay Kelly described an outreach program (LEAD – Law enforcement assistance 
diversion) among homeless people with social services that help people get housing, 
reduce use of illegal substances, and change behavior to stay out of the criminal justice 
system. Jean went through the crime report statistics. The Northgate area had the 
highest number of crimes reported. A program has started to deal with elder abuse.  
 

   C. SR520 Update- Colleen McAleer.  

She and Katherine Burk met with David Goldberg, the Ombudsman for WSDOT and the 
affected neighborhoods, on January 14th to discuss input for the new Montlake 
Interchange contract from the north end of the bridge.. 

The new general contractor is Graham (Canadian), and their contract started on the 
same day -1/14/19 - and they will use a design/build method. The work is scheduled to 
take 4 years. The project includes a new water line. The Montlake gas station is 
contaminated, and will be gone. The market may be contaminated from the gas station. 
It may also lose parking, and the construction may drive customers away for 4 years. 

 

 McAleer and Burk stressed 4 main concerns during the construction period: 

 1) Contaminants removed safely from the old structures and existing gas station 



     Requesting that all contaminated materials be encapsulated, and removed totally 
from site, not ground up on barges on the nearby bodies of water. Ground water should 
be removed if not safe rather than leak onto new bridge. The existing gas station has 
been found to be very contaminated-Level 2. Goldberg indicated that WSDOT does not 
want cross-contamination on their new structures from the old interchange either. 

 2). Continuous movement along Montlake Blvd needed during construction, as 
promised in the MOU between the City and WSDOT. Montlake CC wanted closures. 

LCC asked for access to University and Children's Hospitals at all times, and    
Goldberg said there are provisions for this emergency vehicle movement. 

3) There will be a temporary flyover on ramp to connect Montlake Eastbound traffic to 
the northern section of the Floating Bridge while the SABN is built. 

4) The on-ramp eastbound at the interchange will also be widened to allow 2 eastbound 
lanes approached from the south at the stop light. 

5) Each household within 100 feet of the project will be given $3500 in noise mitigation 
to spend as they wish during the 4 year period from the WSDOT budget. 

6) LCC asked about education of the capacity movements of the traffic patrol be 
implemented, and,  that SDOT/ WSDOT work on stoplights to better get throughput 
instead of equal time during peak times. 

7) LCC asked that the illuminated sign on NE 45th be fixed to steer drivers correctly 

8) LCC asked that a pull-out for bus loading be cut out along Montlake Blvd N to reduce 
congestion, and bus backups and pedestrian impacts at the Light Rail Station.  

 

D. Talaris Update 

   1. Status meetings were held on December 19th with City DCCI officials, the owner, 
the Applicant (Quadrant), the Seattle Landmark Preservation Board staff, Historic 
Seattle and LCC, and respective legal counsels. 

Many issues were discussed about the currents status of the Talaris among the owner, 
applicant, city review departments, and the landmarks process. Detailed meeting notes 
that summarized the meeting attended by Sutter, McAleer and their counsel , Eglick, 
were highlighted to trustees. 

2. Seattle Landmark Preservation Board held on January 2nd, 2019 was attended by 
Janice Sutter, and she read the letter from LCC requesting that the owner/applicant be 
granted only 4 months extension on Controls & Incentives. Staff recommended the 12 
months that the Applicant wanted.  The Landmark's Board granted the Applicant 6 
months, and must report back to their board for  a Controls and Incentives update. 

3. Counsel for LCC met with the Land Use Subcommittee members, and discussed 
what type of expert consultants should be hired, and when, to refute any process or 
exemptions that the Applicant or Owner might present. The committee concluded that 
the Historic Preservation expert was very important as Seattle's Historic Landmarks 
Board is new, and they have limited resources. A recommendation for Spencer Howard 
was obtained through local historic experts. The LCC Subcommittee (and counsel) met 
with Spencer Howard on January 9th, 2019  to review his proposal, and discuss scope 
of the work. The packets include his resume. Estimated cost $2400.00 (in current 
budget). 



DCCI will evaluate Quadrant’s proposal. The Preservation Board will make a separate 
determination based on the site’s landmark status. Sale of the property has not been 
completed, yet. The Landmarks Board has not granted a certificate of approval. A 
preliminary certificate of approval is possible, although the conditions and incentives 
have not been defined.  
 
The ARC (Architectural Review Committee) meets every two or three months. Quadrant 
wants to demolish Buildings E and G. The ARC has not agreed to that. Quadrant asked 
for a continuance for another year. LCC proposed 3 months. The Board granted a 6-
month continuance.  
 
Colleen has seen submissions to DCCI regarding specific exceptions Quadrant has 
requested, which gives some idea of their proposed construction. Colleen introduced 
the idea of 2 consultants, one familiar with landmark issues, and the other specializing 
in hydrology. 
 
 A second consultant, Shannon & Wilson,specializes in hydrology and geologic features 
of construction projects. That consultant was recommended to LCC for reviewing the 
application and City's work on wetland and steep slope issues. There are concerns 
about the totality and accuracy of their request, and the risk to surrounding homes since 
parts of the site are in a liquefaction location. 

The proposal from the consultant is for a limited scope for analyzing soils, buildability, 
waste water capacity and hydrology of the Talaris site at a cost of $3100. 

 

Motion by Jeannie Hale, seconded by Stan Sorscher to approve a contract with 
Northwest Vernacular for 15 hours of consulting services - between $2000 and $2400 to 
interact with the Preservation Board and prepare a report on historic compliance. 
Motion passed without objection.  
 
Motion by Jeannie Hale, seconded by Kay Kelly to authorize Peter Eglick to approve a 
contract with Shannon and Wilson to review of geologic studies of the site for $3100. 
Motion passed without objection.  
 

5. Alley Disputes-Jim Rupp 

Jim reported that he received an email from counsel (Jack McCullough) for the owner 
(Bruce McCaw), that "it should not be a problem" to continue the easement for alley 
access as it had been previously allowed by adverse possession. Homeowners do not 
own that part of the alley he clarified, but barring anything unknown, they should be able 
to use the alley for garbage and driveway access. Jim has not seen an agreement in 
writing, so far and will track the issue. 

6. There is some scheduling conflict with the Seattle Department of Parks & Recreation 
about LCC's Monday night time slot at the Laurelhurst Community Center.  Contact 
person is Thomas Hargrave, Assistant Recreational Coordinator. McAleer and Hale will 
pursue the meeting time schedule issue. 

 

7. Meeting was adjourned at 8:33pm 


