
LCC Minutes   3/11/19  

ATTENDING Trustees : Jeannie Hale, Colleen McAleer, Jim Rupp, Emily Dexter,  

Kay Kelly, Janice Sutter, and Brian McMullen 

Other attendees: Louise Luthy 

EXCUSED: Stan Sorscher, Connie Sidles, Don Torrie, Liz Hemer and Katherine 

Burk 

The March meeting of LCC was called to order at 6:02 pm by Co-President Colleen 

McAleer. 

1. Agenda change was approved by mutual consent to add trustee report from Brian 

McMullen to start the meeting. 

2. Brian McMullen report on the Private Security Patrol. The new hourly rate for 

officers will be increased from $55/hr to $65 which aligns with the new SPD rates 

approved in their recent contracts. LCC will be paying the higher rate, but the current 

budget has planned for that increase.  Overtime needed by SPD has also decreased the 

pool of officers available for security patrol, and other options may be developed.  

Brian reported that it is still difficult to decipher localized crime data by individual 

blocks in Seattle since they have gone to a larger aggregated system , but will look 

into alternative data source from SPD. 

 3. Calls and concern comment from neighbors. Emily Dexter commented that Heath 

Landscaping was supposed to activate the irrigation system on the NE 41st Street 

median strips last summer. However, it apparently did not happen until August, and 

adjacent neighbor, Ed Graaf,  had to hand water the plants and trees last summer (100 

(5) gallon buckets used). LCC has funds to utilize the irrigation system, and needs a 

trustee to oversee this. The irrigation is quite outdated,  and not working in certain 

south sections. Both Emily and Jeannie suggested that we follow up with Don Heath 

to find out the plans for this season, and get a plan in place to maintain and water the 

median strips. Jim Rupp also will be able to assist with the supervision as needed. 

Louise Luthy suggested that new plants could be a showcase for drought tolerant 

species to reduce reliance on irrigation. Emily will forward info on shrubs and trees 

as well from the Center for Urban Horticulture to overlap choices. 

 

4. The Minutes for the January 14, 2019 meeting were examined. The motion to 

approve was made by Jeannie and seconded by Jim. They were approved 

unanimously and adopted.   

 

5. Treasurer's Report. Emily Dexter presented the Jan-Feb 2019's Treasurer's Report. 

The year's revenues are positive as anticipated from the dues mailing campaign 

Adjustments may be needed in the budget for the high cost of the dues' mailing. 

Colleen asked if it would be more cost efficient to combine the Security Patrol and 

Annual dues into one mailing . Also Emily suggested there may be cost savings with 



simpler mailer. Jim noted that some folks send in checks to save the bankcard fees 

from the organization. 

Group decided to have Leslie and Emily look into ways to save cost for the next 

annual dues mailing cycle. Other dues glitches were resolved, and Stan will fix 

duplicate notification in Click and Pledge. 

6. Announcements-NECD . Jeannie highlighted upcoming events, and there will be a 

multi candidate for City Council forum on March 30th from 4:30-6:00pm  at the 

Ravenna -Eckstein Community Center. Rsvp through "Speakout Seattle" Facebook 

page in advance. 

 

7.  Committee Reports  

 A. LEAP Louise Luthy  is the point person for LEAP  and announced some 

upcoming events: 

On March 14th at 7:00pm at the Laurelhurst Community Center will be a national 

program called Stop the Bleed.  RSVP's are needed to attend to provide adequate 

supplies.  The email is LCCearthquake@outlook.com 

Louise also reported that the LEAP will also have a drill event on June 22nd, and a 

tentative  Open House in the fall. The goals are to familiarize neighbors with the 

HUB resources and build community. 

She noted that there is still a need for about 33 Cluster Captains, and they will 

continue to recruit volunteers. About 33-40% of positions are already filled. 

Louise has been corresponding with Emily on how to proceed methodically with 

fundraising for more equipment for the HUB. More details to come next time with a 

business plan. 

 B.NPAC/CUCAC  Reports   

Kelly did not attended the North District Police meeting , but will acquire the notes. 

She then reported that the CUCAC meetings were canceled for the past 2 months, but 

just a few days prior, Matt Fox, the Co-Chair of the CUCAC,  resigned in a protest 

about the real efficacy of the group. The issue being that the University of 

Washington has held numerous meetings of this governing board of stakeholders, but 

has failed to implement even ONE request in either of their two Campus Master plans 

in his tenure of over 15 years. The neighborhood concerns are not addressed in a 

constructive way, nor is there any funding for expert counsel to be retained by the 

CUCAC members. 

With the arsenal of legal team members available to the University and to the City, it 

results in an uneven playing field of land use, transportation and related impacts. And, 

the University never concedes any parts of their building plans. 

Kelly suggested that LCC write a letter in support of Mr. Fox's concerns. A motion to 

send a letter concerning the issues at CUCAC to be sent to the Board of Regents  was 



made by Kelly/Hale and seconded by McAleer. The Board approved it unanimously, 

and Kelly will draft it, and circulate for approval before sending on behalf of LCC. 

 

   C. SR520  Update- McAleer. She and Jean Amick  attended the SR 520 Special 

Report expansion joint noise at Medina City Hall on Feb 19th, for the University of 

Washington/ WSDOT report. The overall scope of this State funded project was to 

determine the source of the noise on the new expansion joints on the SR520  Floating 

Bridge, and to recommend potential solutions to mitigate the noise. 

The U of WA engineering team set up on-site research monitors and determined that 

the primary source of the loud impulse noise is primarily caused when vehicle tires 

hit the "air gap" , located between the metal fixed beam parts of the expansion joints. 

The amount of noise can exceed 90 decibels, unacceptable by any noise standard. 

The mechanical engineers identified two solutions that could potentially reduce some 

of this noise: 

1. Installing a sinus plate system  that provides a continuous surface over the 

expansion joint when the tires hit it. (Now installed on the West Approach Bridge 

North section). This may not work on the larger joints due to 3 way movement in the 

middle of the lake. 

2. Install a "fill" into the air gaps between the metal parts on the expansion joints. 

This concept will have to be retrofitted and tested for durability. 

The new step is to further fund this solution to be used by WSDOT on all "noisy' 

bridges, and provide scientific research for the public domain. 

This next step will require funding at the State level for the study/implementation. 

 

D. Talaris Update 

Janice Sutter discussed the new Preservation Consultant that LCC hired to define the 

boundaries of historic preservation with regard to the Quadrant Homes proposal for 

68 home sites at the Talaris property. The consultant has prepared the information, 

and will be ready to present it when needed to the Seattle Landmark Preservation 

Board. 

Shannon & Wilson was hired by LCC and  reviewed  the Applicant's and City's work 

on wetland and steep slope issues. Applicant has filed for a City exemption. There are 

concerns about the totality and accuracy of their request, and the risk to surrounding 

homes since parts of the site are in a liquefaction location. 

(see enclosed email report) 

There are continuing concerns about sewer/drainage on the site, especially with 

changing the use to residential, which creates higher demands for sewer lines. 

Jim Rupp reported that the alley easement issue has not been resolved with Talaris 

itself, and that Quadrant may allow it , but they have different counsel to decide it. 



6. There is still some schedule conflict with the Seattle Department of Parks & 

Recreation about LCC's Monday night time slot at the Laurelhurst Community 

Center.  Cara Brown has returned to the Laurelhurst Community Center, and McAleer 

and Hale are working to resolve the meeting time schedule issue. It was 

recommended that the LCC meetings can start at 6:00 or 6:30 and end at 8:00pm. 

General agreement was to start at 6:30, but this can be adjusted if needed. Cara 

Brown (Parks) to verify. 

 

7. A candidate for Seattle City Council spoke about his plans to run for the District #4 

seat. He gave some background information on himself, answered a few questions, 

and asked if any LCC trustees would like to sign his Democracy Vouchers. 

 

8.  Meeting was adjourned at 7:28pm 

 

 

      

 

 

 


