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Never Too Late to  
Pay Dues!
If the year has slipped by and 
you’ve forgotten about paying your 
annual dues, please consider doing 
so now! 
LCC is in communication with the 
Talaris owner’s representative and 
has engaged our attorney, land-
use consultant, and architect to 
prepare a response to their 
development plans. Your financial 
support for this effort is needed 
and much appreciated. 
You may pay dues on LCC’s secure 
website (preferred) or send them 
by mail:   
Laurelhurst Community Club 
PMB #373 
4616 25th Ave. NE 
Seattle, WA 98105
LCC appreciates your continued 
generosity and support.  n 

LCC Comments on Small Lot Development 
In an April 2, 2013, letter to City Councilmembers and DPD’s 
Andy McKim, the Laurelhurst Community Club Board of Trustees 
(LCC) addressed several concerns regarding DPD’s preliminary 
recommendations to address incompatible houses on undersized 
single-family zoned lots. While some of DPD’s recommendations merit 
consideration in promoting appropriate in-fill development, many fall 
short in protecting the character of our neighborhoods and addressing 
the major valuation and aesthetic adverse impacts and in ensuring 
transparency of the process. LCC offered the following comments.

Elimination of “loophole” allowing development on small lots based on 
historic tax and mortgage records: LCC supports this recommendation, 
but urges the Council and DPD to also include development proposals 
based on historic deeds, historic contracts of sale, and historic building 
permits. Without this addition, development on small lots could continue 
with no standards to protect surrounding homes.
Minimum lot size: DPD has recommended a uniform minimum lot size of 
2,000 square feet. LCC agrees that it is important to establish uniform 
standards for lot size, but this size lot is too small. It is basically a back-
door method of upzoning single-family 5,000 lots to single-family 2,000 
lots. As DPD points out in its recommendations, 2,000 square feet is 
smaller than is currently allowed under some exceptions. Development in 
such a small space will result in adverse impacts to surrounding homes—
shading, loss of light and open space, issues regarding setbacks, 
preservation of view corridors, tree protection issues—to name a few.
As DPD stated in its August 31, 2012, report, the reason for the 
exception to the minimum lot area requirement in the first place was to 
allow property owners who had acquired a parcel prior to the adoption of 
the minimum lot area requirement with the expectation that it could be 
developed to have the benefit of that investment. As it stands now and 
would continue in the future, only developers would benefit and this 
would be at the expense of the affected neighborhoods. 
Alternative to the 75/80 Rule: DPD has proposed eliminating half of the 
current equation in the 75/80 Rule. Under the current rule, SMC 
23.44.010B1, if the lot has an area of at least 75 percent of the minimum 
required lot area and at least 80 percent of the mean lot area of the lots 
on the same block face in the zone then development would be allowed.  
This would most often limit lot size to 3,750 square feet. 
So what DPD has done is fudge the equation to get to a 2,000 square 
foot lot size. To do this, DPD recommends (following the recommendation 
of a pro-density group) eliminating the current requirement that the lot 
has an area of at least 75 percent of the minimum required lot area.  
But, DPD’s recommendation goes much further as DPD would “possibly 
limit the application of the exception to lots in urban centers, or lots 
where frequent transit is available”—and who knows how frequent transit 
will be in the future due to funding issues. Again, DPD’s preliminary 
recommendation would upzone blocks in all neighborhoods throughout 
the city.
LCC opposes modification of the 75/80 Rule for small lots. LCC supports 
application of the Rule for small lot development in single family zones 
with no changes to the current Code provision. If DPD’s intent is to 

No on Transit Upzones
LCC reviewed the proposed transit 
communities comprehensive plan 
amendment and its proposed policy 
changes. LCC wrote the City 
Council and urged them to reject 
these changes and to endorse the 
comments submitted by the City 
Neighborhood Council and the 
Northeast District Council. 
The language of the proposed 
amendment is vague and will 
encompass many single-family 
zones, including Laurelhurst. The 
borders of our neighborhood along 
NE 45th St. and Sand Point Way NE 
could be subject to upzones 
defined as transit communities.
Increased density should be 
concentrated in urban centers and 
urban villages—not in single-family 
residential neighborhoods.  n

Laurelhurst Blog: http://thelaurelhurstblog.blogspot.com/ 
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CALENDAR

April 27-28 (Sat., Sun.) 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Arboretum Spring Plant Sale
May 4 (Sat.) 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
King Co. Master Gardener Plant Sale 
See notice, page 3.
May 11 (Sat.) 10 a.m. to noon 
SUN Park Weed and Sweep 
47th Ave NE and NE 47th St. 
May 13 (Mon.) 7 p.m.  
LCC Board of Trustees 
Laurelhurst Community Center
Master Gardener Clinic  
Mondays, 4 to 8 p.m. 
Center for Urban Horticulture Atrium
Drop off donations for Elizabeth Gregory 
House, a U District women’s shelter, with 
Huda Giddens at 4338 N.E. 44th St. 
(Leave in dark green, covered bin at the 
front of the house.)
Laurelhurst Garden Club 
Second Friday of the month, 11 a.m. 
Laurelhurst Community Center 

Small Lot Development continued from page 1

change the current SF 5,000 zoning designation to SF 2,000, they should 
be up front about it.
Change from Type I to Type II Decision: LCC supports this proposed 
change because it would mean that affected neighbors would receive 
notice of the proposed development and afforded an opportunity to 
comment. DPD would have the discretion to hold a public meeting on the 
permit if the proposed development is of broad public significance or if 50 
or more people file a written request for a meeting within 14 days.  
Because of the negative impacts of this in-fill development, it is 
reasonable to require notice, an opportunity to be heard, and a right to 
appeal to the Hearing Examiner. Notice should be posted on a large sign 
on the site and should be included in the Land Use Information Bulletin.
When DPD finalizes its recommendations, LCC urges further clarification 
be incorporated. It is not at all clear exactly what kind of notice would be 
provided, to whom, and at what point in the process. For example, 
affected parties should receive notice when a developer purchases an 
opinion letter from DPD on how a parcel can be developed prior to 
purchasing the property. After all, DPD is in the development permitting 
business and is often perceived to be on the developer’s side with little 
regard for neighborhood issues.
Burden of proof: To level the playing field should affected neighbors 
appeal to the Hearing Examiner if the exception is designated Type II, the 
standard of proof to justify the exception should be “preponderance of 
the evidence” for both the developer and DPD’s director. The deference 
given by the Hearing Examiner to the director’s decision through a 
“clearly erroneous” standard makes it extremely difficult for neighbors or 
community groups to overcome the heavy burden in a situation that 
threatens the character of our communities and the property rights of 
adjacent and nearby property owners.
Height, bulk, and scale issues: DPD recommends limiting the height of 
new backyard/side yard homes to 18 feet. This is a good idea, but the 
recommendation only applies to lots 3,200 or smaller. Development on 
undersized “lots” should be in proportion and size to the surrounding 
homes. The height limit should be uniform. And, most importantly height 
limits should be tied to bulk and scale issues. There should be 
appropriate setbacks. The development should not intrude into the 
privacy of adjacent and nearby homes. Adjacent homes should not lose 
the treasured opportunity to have gardens and grow vegetables due to 
in-fill development that was never anticipated. Height limits and square 
footage should be similar to those prescribed for detached accessory 
dwelling units—an 800 square foot limit. A two-story limit and a 35 
percent limit on lot coverage are not sufficient to limit square footage and 
ensure compatibility with the height, bulk, and scale of surrounding 
homes.   n

Keep Neighborhood 
Sidewalks Clear and 
Safe This Spring
LCC frequently hears from 
neighbors who are concerned 
about overgrown plants that 
encroach on sidewalks or obstruct 
vision. As a property owner, please 
be a good neighbor and keep your 
trees, bushes, hedges, and ground 
covers trimmed back from 
walkways. Take a close look at 
your sidewalk and make sure your 
property is safe.
Walkers, joggers, dogs, and 
children biking and scootering 
frequently need to dodge 
overgrowth that encroaches on 
sidewalks. Do you have shrubs or 
hedges sprawling across the walk 
or overhanging the sidewalk’s 
edge? Do tree branches droop 
causing passersby to duck? Have 
plantings grown so tall that drivers 
can’t see past them? If so, with 
summer quickly approaching, it’s 
time to get out the pruners and go 
to work. 
City Code requires property 
owners keep adjacent sidewalks, 
roads, and alleys clear of all 
obstructions, and fines may be 
applied. Fines aside, however, 
keeping sidewalks clear and safe is 
a neighborly thing to do.  n

SUBA Sees Good Results from Control Plan
The Department of Ecology and Save Union Bay Association (SUBA), 
comprised of homeowners along the northern shore of Union Bay, fund 
an Integrated Aquatic Vegetation Management Plan that targets Eurasian 
Milfoil, Brazilian Elodea, and White Water Lily infestations. These noxious 
species interfere with shoreline recreation and swimmer safety.
Aquatechnex recently provided its annual report and recommendations 
for 2013 treatment. Post-treatment conditions for the targeted species 
were surveyed in September 2012. The Eurasion Milfoil was 80% con-
trolled in the first year of treatment, which is considered extremely 
effective. Brazilian Elodea also showed some control. White Water Lilies 
suppression was accomplished 20 to 30 feet from the shorelines and in 
areas adjacent to the University of Washington canoe and boat houses 
with very effective results. The result was open waters after treatments. 
Plans will continue each year for a complete eradication goal.   n



                Partnership for a Lifetime 
                          Excellence Education Prevention 

                          Comfort Compassion 

              206-528-1980
                       www.hhvh.net

Robin E. Riedinger, DVM
Brandi L. Eskesen, DVM

4020 NE 55th St   Seattle, WA - across from Metropolitan Market
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UNCLASSIFIEDS

AVAILABLE VARIETY SERVICES: Housecleaning, 
laundry, ironing, alterations, cooking, etc.  
Mary, 286-8093.
BEST CLEANING LLC: 20 years cleaning 
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Regular 
cleaning and special projects; before and after 
party cleaning; weekends; discounts for first 
time cleaning; quality guaranteed.  
206-948-2433. bestcleaning@outlook.com.
BOAT OWNERSHIP: Partial Boat Ownership 
Opportunity! Perfect way to own boat. Offering 
fractional ownership of SeaRay Sundancer 300, 
perfect boat for lake fun and overnights on the 
Sound. E-mail: brianjonlarson@me.com
CHEERFUL AND RESPONSIBLE BABYSITTER: 
Laurelhurst resident 7th grader (13 yrs) who 
loves children and pets is available to babysit 
evenings & weekends. On-line booking!  
www.laurelhurstbabysitter.com
DOG WALKER: Experienced, honest, reliable dog 
walker with excellent references and reasonable 
rates. www.walkdogwalk.com, e-mail walkdog-
walk@gmail.com, or call Erin Jensen at 384-
2125. Licensed and insured. 
DRIVER’S NEEDED!: Do you or someone you 
know have an extra hour or two during the 
week that you could donate to help our aging 
neighbors by driving them to doctor’s appoint-
ments, the grocery store or a public talk at the 
library? Sign up to be a NEST volunteer and 
help us help our neighbors while building a 
strong community! Contact us at nestseattle.org 
or 206-525-6378.

HOME ORGANIZATION & MOVING SERVICE: 
Simplify your home! 1/3 off labor - new custom-
ers only. De-cluttering, organizing, downsizing 
or moving assistance. Professional, reliable, 
great references. Katie Hennings Larson @ 
206.307.9424 / www.MovesMadeSimple.com 
HOST FAMILIES WANTED: Join other Laurelhurst 
families and host a teen from France July 10– 
30 this summer. They want to practice their 
English and learn about the USA! Contact Patty 
Turnberg at p.turnberg@comcast.net for more 
information on how you can participate.
PAINTING: Luis Ramirez, 465-3593. Interior and 
exterior. Great Laurelhurst references. Bonded 
and insured. Any size job welcome.
RAPID COMPUTER HELP: PC/Mac. Upgrades; 
hardware, software installation; troubleshooting, 
repair. Spyware, virus removal. Windows,  
MS Office certifications. Local References.  
Matt, 206-498-8901.
REMODELING/HANDYMAN SERVICES: “Bob 
of All Trades.” Licensed, Bonded, Insured.
Lic#BOBALAT936N3. Reasonable rates, 
experienced, professional, reliable. www.
BobOfAllTrades.com. Email: bobstocco@gmail.
com or call 425-301-9265.
SEEKING SUMMER RENTAL: Laurelhurst family 
seeking 3+ bdrm home for summer (some date 
flexibility). Happy to take care of pets, plants, 
etc. We can also accommodate realtor showings 
if your house is on the market. Furnished or 
unfurnished. Email: yoyobon@me.com.
WANTED: Part-time help for single father of 3 
teenagers in Laurelhurst. Duties would involve 
grocery shopping, laundry, light housekeep-
ing, dog walking, driving of kids from school/to 
lessons, etc., usually in the afternoons. Brian:  
bhartdds@gmail.com

The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times 
a year. DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per 
issue, with a five-issue commitment paid in 
advance. UNCLASSIFIED ADS are free for 
PAID members of the Laurelhurst Community 
Club, except that repeat ads or ads deemed 
commercial cost $20; 25-word maximum.  
Email copy to laurelhurstnews@comcast.net. 
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Trask Orthodontics 
Orthodontics for all ages 

 
4540 Sand Point Way N.E. #300 

Seattle, WA 98105 
206-526-7846 
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4540 Sand Point Way N.E. #300 
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For new clients only:   
Hair cuts = $20 off women, $8 off men  

Free hair cut ($59 value) with  
any purchase of chemical service. 
www.touchofcolorsalon.com 

206-522-1900
Facebook 

login: amanda touch of 
color salon

We’ve been renovating, refurbishing & 
restoring the beautiful Laurelhurst 

neighborhood for 25 years!
Steve Williams  •  206.522.9994

www.TheWilliamsCompanySeattle.com

Thanks to our advertisers for their support!

Call (206) 523-7315 for a 
personal visit and to learn more

about Ida Culver House Ravenna.
  2315 NE 65th St, Seattle • eraliving.com          

Call (206) 306-7920 for a 
personal visit & to learn more.

Where senior living is full of JOY.

  450 NE 100th Street, Seattle • aljoya.com          
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3811 NE 45th – 206.524.9246 
www.prorobics.com

FALL 
Special: 
No Dues 
Until
January

Have You Tried the Hot New Fitness Class?

SEATTLE SKIN & LASER
Cosmetic    Medical    Surgical Dermatology 

www.seattleskinandlaser.com    

(206) 525-1168 
3216 NE 45th Place, Suite 203, Seattle WA  98105

Proud to be a Laurelhurst business!
We treat infants, children, teens & adults

Attention Plant Lovers
Arboretum Foundation 
FlorAbundance Spring Plant Sale 
Saturday, April 27, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Sunday, April 28, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Graham Visitor Center at the Washington 
Park Arboretum, 2300 Arboretum Dr. E.  
Dozens of top specialty nurseries and 
vendors selling a wide selection of 
choice, locally grown plants.  
Free parking and admission.  
www.arboretumfoundation.org 
King Co. Master Gardener Plant Sale 
Saturday, May 4, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Center for Urban Horticulture 
3501 NE 41st St. 
www.mgfkc.org

w
w

w
.l

au
re

lh
u

rs
tc

c.
co

m
  

l Personal Care
l Errands/Shopping
l Light Housekeeping
l Care Management
l Meal Preparation
l Companionship
l Hourly/Live-in
l Skilled Nursing

www.familyresourcehomecare.com

Commitment and Kindness
Commitment and Kindness  

 Meal Preparation 
 Companionship 
 Hourly/Live-in 
 Skilled Nursing 

Since 1996 

 

 Personal Care 
 Errands/Shopping 
 Light Housekeeping 
 Care Management 

www.familyresourcehomcare.com 206 545-1092  

206-545-1092    
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LAURELHURST
Laurelhurst Community Club

PMB #373, 4616 25th Ave. NE
Seattle, WA 98105

OFFICERS & TRUSTEES

Jeannie Hale, President  525-5135 
email: jeannieh@serv.net

Colleen McAleer, VP 525-0219 
Stan Sorscher, Sec. 522-7660 
Emily Dexter, Treas.526-2927 
Kevin Chang  235-5253 
Kay Kelly  522-6773 
Linda Luiten 522-5607 

Brian McMullen 367-9325 
Liz Ogden  517-5862 
Don Torrie 524-4316 
Maggie Weissman 527-6646 
Leslie Wright 229-1505 

Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net; 229-1505

Aircraft Noise Hotline 433-5393 
Animal Control 386-7387 
Police Emergency or Reporting 911 
Police, Non-emergency 625-5011 
Community Center 684-7529 
Children’s Construction Hotline  987-7744 
24-Hour Crisis Line 206-461-3222 

crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com 

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com

Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc. 
3505 NE 45th St., Seattle, WA  98105 

(206) 522-7003

Helen Kelleher Senseney   909-9367 
Dick Loudon                        818-2972 
Jenn Flynn                           427-3900 
Cynthia Williams 769-7140 
E. John Doubt   491-7599

April 2013

Kate Allen  612-8424 
Debbie Jenner Culp 930-3888
Kim Dales  235-7772
Mary Gibson  650-4341
Dale Kaneko  947-1223
Cathy Millan  228-8558
John Pettas  734-8098
Barbara Shikiar 484-2446
Jeri Smith  295-8785
Maggie Weissman 226-0543

  Unique and carefully
 selected clothing for 

men and women.

Locally Owned
2906 NE 55th Seattle, WA 98105

www.jackjerome.com

Jon L. Way, DDS, MS, PLLC
Allyson S. Dkeidek, DDS, PLLC
Specialists in Pediatric Dentistry

Diplomates, American Board  
of Pediatric Dentistry

4500 Sand Point Way NE, Suite 208 
Phone: 206-525-4777  www.jonlwaydds.com

Up to 20% off all Washington 
and California wines.  
20% off on pre-order cases.
5436 Sand Point Way NE, Seattle 98105 
206-525-4340

CycleU.com • Bring ad in for 20% off repair

Daily Indoor Cycle Classes • Bicycle Repair
Behind City People’s

Deanna Irwin-Sires, MPT, OCS
www.VillagePTSeattle.com 

5417 Ivanhoe Place NE 
Seattle, WA 98105  
206-498-8496

Deanna@VillagePTSeattle.com 

 

Laurelhurst After School Enrichment Rooms Laurelhurst After School Enrichment Rooms Laurelhurst After School Enrichment Rooms    

 LASER Programs:  
 *“Rising Stars” Pre-K Readiness Program (4 & 5 year-olds) 
 *  Licensed Before/After School Childcare  (K–6th) 
 *  Before and After School Enrichment Classes 
 *  Day Camp on School Holidays and Breaks (K-6th)  
 *  Weekly Summer Camp (K-6th)  

 
Transportation is available through Seattle Public Schools (Please check with your individual school). 

For more information on our programs, rates, forms and camp schedules,  
please go to www.laserchildcare.org  

   www.laserchildcare.org    •    (206) 525-9160       •   laserinfo@comcast.net  
4530 46th Ave N.E.   •   Seattle WA 98105

(Located on Laurelhurst Elementary School Grounds) 
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 *  Licensed Before/After School Childcare  (K–6th) 
 *  Before and After School Enrichment Classes 
 *  Day Camp on School Holidays and Breaks (K-6th)  
 *  Weekly Summer Camp (K-6th)  

 
Transportation is available through Seattle Public Schools (Please check with your individual school). 

For more information on our programs, rates, forms and camp schedules,  
please go to www.laserchildcare.org  

   www.laserchildcare.org    •    (206) 525-9160       •   laserinfo@comcast.net  
4530 46th Ave N.E.   •   Seattle WA 98105

(Located on Laurelhurst Elementary School Grounds) 

Local 
Child 
Care!

Pre-K 
Readiness 
Program!

L.A.S.E.R. CHILDCARE PROGRAMS

Offering Before/After School Child Care, Day and Summer 
Camp, a Pre-K Readiness Program, and Enrichment Classes.

	  
4540 Sand Point Way NE, Suite 140, Seattle 98105  (206) 525-7000

12819 120th Ave. NE, Suite H, Kirkland 98034  (425) 821-0808

Over 20 years of 
experience. Offering
Invisalign and braces. 
Call for a 
complimentary 
evaluation today!  
Flexible payment plans. 


