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Bridging the Gap: Design and reality
LCC continues to be active in Respect Seattle, a coalition of 
neighborhoods called to advocate for a permanent and viable solution to 
the replacement of SR520. The proposed WABN (West Approach Bridge 
North) is now the temporary solution while the funding for the Preferred 
Alternative becomes available.
LCC vice president Colleen Mcaleer reported on the following key issues 
that concern LCC and Respect Seattle regarding building the WABN:
n  The design was never vetted in any public process for its impacts, 
including traffic created by merging six lanes into four at the Montlake 
interchange. The design has major implications for egress along Montlake 
Blvd. for all of northeast Seattle, as well as access to regional highways.
n  Mitigation promises must be fulfilled at the time of any build out in the 
City of Seattle. This was stipulated by the Memorandum of Understanding 
(Nov. 14, 2011) between WSDOT and the City. Citizens are concerned 
that SR520 has depleted all SR520 financial reserves and will not have 
funds to provide this promised mitigation.
n  Building the WABN will “temporarily” result in two different bridge 
heights and designs — one from the existing and the other from the new 
bridge. This will create a visual blight next to homes and in heavily used 
and desirable water recreation areas throughout the SR520 corridor.
n  The City and WSDOT have not been effectively monitoring the 
contractors for compliance with quality, noise and construction impacts. 
Noise limits have exceeded Federal standards, cracks in adjacent 
buildings have occurred, and a crane cut loose from its anchor and 
landed on a Laurelhurst dock. This is in addition to the faulty pontoon 
design and poor construction execution including the lack of tensioning in 
the pontoons, omission of the specified re-bar, and pouring the concrete 
at the wrong temperature, which resulted in cracking.
Fortunately, citizens and local television stations have been the real 
watchdogs of this process, reporting on costly corrections that have 
forced delays and wasted taxpayers’ money.
For example, WSDOT and their contractors changed strategy on required 
pile depth principally due to Madison Park’s reaction to noise and 
damage. Initially, pile driving took 30 to 45 minutes. Now, it is around 15 
to 20 minutes, because piles are being driven to 30 to 35 feet, not 50 
feet. Apparently, engineers did some tests and found out that there was 

Calling All Laurelhurst 
Bicyclists!
Do you bike to school or work from 
Laurelhurst, ride in the ‘hood with 
your kids, or use your bicycle to 
run errands or go to the grocery 
store? Or, are you interested in 
doing more on your bike but don’t 
know how to get started or where 
to ride?

An interested group of neighbors is 
starting to work on improving the 
bicycling environment in 

Laurelhurst and 
would like your 
input and ideas. 
Come to a “bike 
party” and learn 
more about 
neighborhood bike 
routes included in 
the new Bicycle 
Master Plan and 
share your biggest 
concerns about 

biking in the neighborhood
Refreshments will be served!
Laurelhurst Bike Party 
Wed., april 16, 7 to 8 p.m. 
Catherine Hennings’ home: 
3638 49th Ave. NE 

hop to It: 
Laurelhurst spring  
egg hunt!
saturday, april 19, at Laurelhurst 
Park. hunt begins at 10 a.m. 
sharp – plan to arrive by 9:45 
a.m. – rain or shine!
Ages 12 and younger 
Follow the bunny for an EGG-citing 
time at Laurelhurst Park! Be sure 
to bring your basket to hunt for 
eggs and special prizes. This event 
is FREE. Please help support the 
canned food drive by bringing 
non-perishable food.  n
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talaris and City Fail to Disclose Proposed  
Code Changes
Public Records Act documents recently extracted by LCC from the City 
reveal significant information was withheld from the public during the 
February Talaris public comment and public meeting process. They show 
that Talaris counsel has floated with the City Code changes to facilitate 
development of nonconforming uses and nonconforming structures on 
the Talaris site. For example, development of a new intensive Talaris 
hotel and office complex would benefit from such a Code change. LCC 
has asked the City to make full disclosure of what is being considered 
and to re-open the public comment period on the Talaris application and 
environmental impact statement, which are in process.   n
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CaLeNDar
april 12 (Sat.) 10 a.m. to noon 
suN Park Weed and sweep 
47th Ave NE and NE 47th St. 
april 14 (Mon.) 7 p.m.  
LCC Board of trustees 
Laurelhurst Community Center
april 16 (Wed.) 7 to 8 p.m.  
Laurelhurst Bike Party (see page 1) 
3638 49th Ave. NE
april 19 (Sat.) 9:45 a.m. 
Laurelhurst spring egg hunt 
Laurelhurst Park 
april 25 (Fri.)  
Deadline for Laurelhurst Newsletter 
Copy and ads
april 26 + 27 (Sat.+Sun.) all day 
arboretum Foundation Florabundance 
spring Plant sale 
Saturday, April 26, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday, April 27, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Building 30, Warren G. Magnuson Park
May 3 + 4 (Sat.+Sun.) all day  
King Co. Master Gardener Plant sale 
Saturday, May 3, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday, May 4, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Center for Urban Horticulture
Master Gardener Clinic  
Mondays, 4 to 8 p.m. 
Center for Urban Horticulture Atrium
Drop off donations for Elizabeth Gregory 
House, a U District women’s shelter, with 
Huda Giddens at 4338 N.E. 44th St. 
(Leave in dark green, covered bin at the 
front of the house.)
Laurelhurst Garden Club 
Second Friday of the month, 11 a.m. 
Laurelhurst Community Center 

SR520 Developments continued from page 1
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recent Postings from 
the Laurelhurst Blog 
n  FOre! March 27 around 5 p.m., 
a Microsoft Connector Bus en route 
to Laurelhurst was struck by a golf 
ball while traveling past the UW’s 
golf driving range. One of the 
riders, a Laurelhurst resident, 
reported that the ball completely 
shattered the window and shards 
fell onto the person sitting nearby. 
Fortunately, the rider was not 
injured.
n  Neighbors Plea (again) to 
Dog Owners The Blog often 
receives emails and posts about 
residents frustrated over dog 
owners not picking up after their 
dogs. Neighbors have complained 
about walking in the waste, finding 
waste in their yard, and seeing dog 
owners walk away from their dog’s 
waste and not pick it up. Neighbors 
also frequently express concern 
over unleashed dogs in the park 
that pose risks to other animals as 
well as adults and can frighten 
children. Observe leash laws!
n  sNaP together The Seattle 
Office of Emergency Management 
is taking reservations to have the 
SNAP (Seattle Neighborhoods 
Actively Prepare) program 
presented in homes of Seattle 
residents. Invite neighbors 
together for an hour-long 
presentation on all emergency 
essentials. To schedule, email 
SNAP@seattle.gov and provide 
your name, contact information, 
and preferred date and time.  n

adequate support at the shallower depth. This change happened because 
a citizen complained and received some attention from the media, not 
because the City or WSDOT responded to citizen concerns.
LCC will continue to engage the City Council, although eight out of nine 
members are dedicated to SR99 and the Seawall Replacement. Since the 
departure of Richard Conlin, no council member has been dedicated to 
champion the issues of the SR520 project.
LCC and the Respect Seattle Coalition members had a recent meeting  
with a Senior Policy Advisor who is developing a comprehensive 
transportation plan for the Mayor’s Office and especially considering the 
impacts of SR520 on the City.
At the state level, 46th District Representatives Pollet and Farrell and 
Senator Frockt advocated for a state-wide transportation package that 
would complete SR520 in one process instead of allowing this half-
finished WABN approach. Unfortunately, the votes and mood of the State 
Legislature did not allow their excellent efforts to come to fruition this 
session, but they will continue their campaign.
WSDOT recently held an open house at a local yacht club to detail traffic 
and construction effects from the building of the WABN. Local streets will 
be impacted and closures on Montlake Blvd. will occur, making travel 
difficult. Construction will likely coincide with the opening of the new light 
rail station at Husky Stadium, making access to and from northeast 
Seattle challenging.
LCC will continue to work with WSDOT and the City to inform them of 
concerns and mitigate the impacts and seek a better alternative for 
Laurelhurst residents as the project continues to evolve.  n

thinking Behind NO to 
New Parks District 
Northeast District Council 
committee representatives from 
Hawthorne Hills, Laurelhurst, and 
Magnuson Park recommend a NO 
vote on the proposed Metropolitan 
Parks District. A detailed and 
careful analysis has determined 
that a Metropolitan Parks District 
will decrease transparency and 
accountability of the Seattle 
Department of Parks and 
Recreation, remove the voters’ 
voice in evaluating the 
performance of the department, 
and make more likely public-
private partnerships which 
encourage commercialization of 
City assets, while at the same time 
increasing the tax burden on 
property owners in the City of 
Seattle. The proposed Interlocal 
Agreement does not offer 
permanent and reassuring 
protections.
These NEDC committee members 
support a replacement levy for the 
expiring Parks and Open Space 
Levy, and oppose the creation of a 
Metropolitan Parks District.  n

annual spring Clean
LCC trustee robin Chalmers is 
heading up LCC’s campaign to 
replace missing, illegible, or 
damaged street signs around the 
neighborhood. To report a sign 
that is down, faded, damaged, 
needs replacing, or has anything 
wrong, email Robin at 
rdchalmers@comcast.net. He will 
work with SDOT and arrange for 
appropriate action to be taken. 
Please provide the exact 
intersection location and problem.
Neighbors interested in the annual 
traffic circle cleanup should 
contact emily Dexter at 526-2927 
or edexter4@comcast.net.  n



Call (206) 523-7315 for a 
personal visit and to learn more

about Ida Culver House Ravenna.
  2315 NE 65th St, Seattle • eraliving.com          
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AVAILABLE VARIETY SERVICES: House cleaning, 
laundry, ironing, alterations, cooking, etc.  
Mary, 286-8093.
BEST CLEANING LLC: 22 years cleaning 
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Regular 
cleaning and special projects; before and after 
party cleaning; weekends; discounts for first 
time cleaning; quality guaranteed.  
206-948-2433. bestcleaning@outlook.com.
CHEERFUL AND RESPONSIBLE BABYSITTER: 
Laurelhurst resident 8th grader (13 yrs) who 
loves children and pets is available to babysit 
evenings & weekends. On-line booking!  
www.laurelhurstbabysitter.com
HOME ORGANIZATION & MOVING SERVICE: 
Complete coordination of your move or simply 
helping to downsize, organize, de-clutter and 
simplify your life! Katie Hennings Larson @ 
206.307.9424 / www.MovesMadeSimple.com 
PAINTING: Luis Ramirez, 465-3593. Interior and 
exterior. Great Laurelhurst references. Bonded 
and insured. Any size job welcome.
RAPID COMPUTER HELP: PC/Mac. Upgrades; 
hardware, software installation; troubleshooting, 
repair. Spyware, virus removal. Windows,  
MS Office certifications. Local References.  
Matt, 206-498-8901.
REMODELING/HANDYMAN SERVICES: “Bob 
of All Trades.” Licensed, Bonded, Insured.
Lic#BOBALAT936N3. Reasonable rates, 
experienced, professional, reliable. www.
BobOfAllTrades.com. Email: bobstocco@gmail.
com or call 425-301-9265.

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED: Help seniors 
get out and about to their medical appoint-
ments and social visits. Start making a 
difference for your neighbors today! Visit our 
website at www.nestseattle.org for more infor-
mation, or call (206)-525-6378.
WANTED: Styrofoam peanuts, bubble wrap, 
air pillows. Please leave in driveway or at 
front door at 3415 W. Laurelhurst Dr. NE. No 
styrofoam blocks please. Candy O’Malley, 
527-0582.

The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times 
a year. DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per 
issue, with a five-issue commitment paid in 
advance. UNCLASSIFIED ADS are free for 
PAID members of the Laurelhurst Community 
Club, except that repeat ads or ads deemed 
commercial cost $20; 25-word maximum.  
Email copy to laurelhurstnews@comcast.net. 

thanks to our advertisers for their support. 
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3811 NE 45th – 206.524.9246 
www.theSeattleGYM.com

NEW: Barre Classes +  Boot Camps

Call (206) 306-7920 for a 
personal visit & to learn more.

Where senior living is full of JOY.

  450 NE 100th Street, Seattle • aljoya.com          

                Partnership for a Lifetime 
                          Excellence Education Prevention 

                          Comfort Compassion 

              206-528-1980
                       www.hhvh.net

Robin E. Riedinger, DVM
Brandi L. Eskesen, DVM
William G. Riley, DVM

4020 NE 55th St   Seattle, WA - across from Metropolitan Market

SEATTLE SKIN & LASER
Cosmetic    Medical    Surgical Dermatology 

www.seattleskinandlaser.com    

(206) 525-1168 
3216 NE 45th Place, Suite 203, Seattle WA  98105

Proud to be a Laurelhurst business!
We treat infants, children, teens & adults

We help people age where they’re 
most comfortable. At home.

Meal Preparation Hourly/Live In 
Light Housekeeping Skilled Nursing 
Errands/Shopping Care Management

www.familyresourcehomecare.com 
206.545.1092

sign up for LCC’s Constant Contact 
electronic newsletter for time-
critical communications: email 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net.

MOVING INTO LIFE’S NEXT PHASE? I CAN HELP.

Understanding the individual needs of clients 65 and older 

MANAGING BROKER, SENIOR TRANSITIONS SPECIALIST 
206-228-8558 

cmillan@windermere.com 
www.cathymillan.com

Interested in contributing  
your enthusiam and talents  
to a great neighborhood?  
Get involved with LCC! 
Volunteer to be on a committee. 
Or, learn about trustee duties at 
www.laurelhurstcc.com/LCC/
Trustees.html. Contact Emily 
Dexter at 526-2927 or edexter4@
comcast.net.   n

Join us for our HAPPY HOUR  
Tues., Wed., & Thurs. 12-3 p.m. and enjoy 20% off  

your service and some well-deserved pampering!  

206.527.0070
5414 Sand Point Way NE 
www.salonviolette.com 
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Free Brow Wax  
with Full Price Waxing 

Service. 20% off Facials. 
New clients only. 

Valid in April, Laurelhurst only.

4413 38th Ave NE 
206.466.1367 

thewaxbarseattle.com

	  

	  

www.thedogmaniac.com
facebook.com/TheDogManiac

	  

25% off your 
 first dry 
cleaning 

delivery order 

ROOSEVELT 
801 NE 65th St. Ste. B, 
Seattle, WA 98115 
(206) 453-5930 
www.jayscleaners.com 

Schedule your delivery online 
www.jayscleaners.com Restriction apply. Min. $25.00 order 

for new customers up to $200. 

remembering Our 
Neighbor Jim Compton
Former journalist and Seattle 
Councilmember Jim Compton died 
suddenly March 18. His wife, Carol 
Arnold, said they were packed and 
ready to go to Rome where they 
had rented an apartment for three 
weeks and planned to celebrate his 
birthday April 2. 
Jim was very active with Friends of 
Yesler Swamp and also helped 
Carol with Master Gardners’ 
preview events. They live(d) on 
Surber/Belvoir Place. 
LCC president Jeannie Hale said, 
“He was such a good-natured soul 
and very committed to the 
neighborhood.”  n

Laurelhurst Blog 
http://thelaurelhurstblog.blogspot.com/  
News, events, issues, restaurants, businesses 
and lots more. Email a tip or story idea or 
subscribe at laurelhurstblogger@gmail.com.  n 
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Laurelhurst Community Club

PMB #373, 4616 25th Ave. NE
Seattle, WA 98105

OFFICers & trustees

Jeannie Hale, President  525-5135 
email: jeannieh@serv.net

Colleen McAleer, VP 525-0219 
Emily Dexter, Treas.526-2927 
Robin Chalmers 525-2028 
Kevin Chang  235-5253 
Kay Kelly  522-6773 
Linda Luiten 522-5607 

Brian McMullen 367-9325 
Liz Ogden  517-5862 
Stan Sorscher 522-7660 
Don Torrie 524-4316 
Maggie Weissman 226-0543 
Leslie Wright 229-1505 

Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net; 229-1505

aircraft Noise hotline 433-5393 
animal Control 386-7387 
Police emergency or reporting 911 
Police, Non-emergency 625-5011 
Community Center 684-7529 
Children’s Construction hotline  987-7744 
24-hour Crisis Line 206-461-3222 

crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com 

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com

Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc. 
3505 NE 45th St., Seattle, WA  98105 

(206) 522-7003

Helen Kelleher Senseney   909-9367 
Dick Loudon                        818-2972 
Jenn Flynn                           427-3900 
E. John Doubt   491-7599

april 2014

haPPY hOLIDaYs!

Kate Allen  612-8424 
Debbie Jenner Culp 930-3888
Kim Dales  235-7772
Mary Gibson  650-4341
Mark Holden   409-4441
Dale Kaneko  947-1223
Cathy Millan  228-8558
John Pettas  734-8098
Barbara Shikiar 484-2446
Jeri Smith  295-8785
Maggie Weissman 226-0543

  Unique and carefully
 selected clothing for 

men and women.

Locally Owned
2906 NE 55th Seattle, WA 98105

www.jackjerome.com

Jon L. Way, DDS, MS, PLLC
Allyson S. Dkeidek, DDS, PLLC
Specialists in Pediatric Dentistry

Diplomates, American Board  
of Pediatric Dentistry

4500 Sand Point Way NE, Suite 208 
Phone: 206-525-4777  www.jonlwaydds.com CycleU.com • Bring ad in for 20% off repair

Daily Indoor Cycle Classes • Bicycle Repair
Behind City People’s

Deanna Irwin-Sires, MPT, OCS
www.VillagePTSeattle.com 

5417 Ivanhoe Place NE 
Seattle, WA 98105  
206-498-8496

Deanna@VillagePTSeattle.com 

 

Laurelhurst After School Enrichment Rooms Laurelhurst After School Enrichment Rooms Laurelhurst After School Enrichment Rooms    

 LASER Programs:  
 *“Rising Stars” Pre-K Readiness Program (4 & 5 year-olds) 
 *  Licensed Before/After School Childcare  (K–6th) 
 *  Before and After School Enrichment Classes 
 *  Day Camp on School Holidays and Breaks (K-6th)  
 *  Weekly Summer Camp (K-6th)  

 
Transportation is available through Seattle Public Schools (Please check with your individual school). 

For more information on our programs, rates, forms and camp schedules,  
please go to www.laserchildcare.org  

   www.laserchildcare.org    •    (206) 525-9160       •   laserinfo@comcast.net  
4530 46th Ave N.E.   •   Seattle WA 98105

(Located on Laurelhurst Elementary School Grounds) 
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 *“Rising Stars” Pre-K Readiness Program (4 & 5 year-olds) 
 *  Licensed Before/After School Childcare  (K–6th) 
 *  Before and After School Enrichment Classes 
 *  Day Camp on School Holidays and Breaks (K-6th)  
 *  Weekly Summer Camp (K-6th)  

 
Transportation is available through Seattle Public Schools (Please check with your individual school). 

For more information on our programs, rates, forms and camp schedules,  
please go to www.laserchildcare.org  

   www.laserchildcare.org    •    (206) 525-9160       •   laserinfo@comcast.net  
4530 46th Ave N.E.   •   Seattle WA 98105

(Located on Laurelhurst Elementary School Grounds) 

Local 
Child 
Care!

Pre-K 
readiness 
Program!

L.A.S.E.R. CHILDCARE PROGRAMS

Offering Before/After School Child Care, Day and Summer 
Camp, a Pre-K Readiness Program, and Enrichment Classes.

	  
4540 Sand Point Way NE, Suite 140, Seattle 98105  (206) 525-7000

12819 120th Ave. NE, Suite H, Kirkland 98034  (425) 821-0808

Over 20 years of 
experience. Offering
Invisalign and braces. 
Call for a 
complimentary 
evaluation today!  
Flexible payment plans. 

 

 
 

Trask Orthodontics 
Orthodontics for all ages 

 
4540 Sand Point Way N.E. #300 

Seattle, WA 98105 
206-526-7846 

 

 
 

Trask Orthodontics 
Orthodontics for all ages 

 
4540 Sand Point Way N.E. #300 

Seattle, WA 98105 
206-526-7846 

T 206.524.8885
THEVILLA.ORG

More Time For Five
A CLASS FOR OLDER PRESCHOOLERS 

who miss the cut-off date for kindergarten or for those who are 
eligible, but would benefit from the gift of time. 

Now enrolling at Villa Academy. 


