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Talaris Homesites? Not So Fast...
A recent article in the Seattle Times stated “For the first time in decades, 
a large, new private single-family-home community has been proposed 
in Seattle, as a local developer hopes to transform one of the city’s last 
big private swaths of untouched land to take advantage of the red-hot 
luxury-home market. Quadrant Homes has agreed to purchase the 
17.8-acre Talaris site....” And has proposed building 63 single-family 
homes expected to sell in the $2 million range.
But wait. It’s not yet a done deal.
On January 3, 2018, the Talaris owner received a one-year extension on 
establishing official Controls and Incentives from the Seattle Landmark 
Preservation Board (SLPB). The reason given was that the owner “had 
accepted an offer” and more time would be needed.
At SLPB’s January 17, 2018 meeting, the owner’s attorney announced the 
Purchase and Sale Agreement is with Quadrant Homes to build 63 single-
family residences, leaving the existing buildings subject to further study 
for their future use. This proposal is compatible with the underlying 
zoning – single-family homes built on 5,000 square-foot lots. It might be 
operated as a Home Owner Association, but their stated goal is to 
integrate the new homes into the existing neighborhood. There were 
some off-hand promises that the chain-link fencing would be removed.
All of the existing Talaris building exteriors and the campus landscaping 
are landmarked. Any changes to the site must be approved by SLPB. The 
use of the buildings must be compatible with zoning regulations, but the 
interiors can be changed and upgraded. The Quadrant proposal would 
require that SLPB allow the owner to demolish some the landmarked 
buildings. That proposal is under review, and the decision is uncertain.
The Orion Center for Integrative Medicine, a current Talaris tenant, also 
spoke at SLPB’s January 17 meeting and expressed their interest in 
retaining the Talaris site as it is today, using existing buildings and 
landscaping. Their research shows improved outcomes for cancer 
patients using enhanced therapies, such as therapeutic massage, Tai Chi, 
positive feedback tools, and more, in a natural setting after standard 
treatments. Their team has been working on building a financing package 
to present as another viable option for the site.
The Orion Center for Integrative Medicine is a nonprofit clinical research 
and treatment center located in Building G on the Talaris campus. Orion 
was founded and is directed by Dr. Bonnie McGregor, a leading 
behavioral scientist at Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center. Orion’s 
mission is to lead the cutting-edge research needed to revolutionize 
cancer care, completing the circle of healing with integrative medicine. 
Dr. McGregor commented, “Orion and a group of collaborating nonprofits 
have a beautiful vision that fits perfectly with the sacred nature of the 
land and the beautiful structures that were built here. In fact, it feels like 
the site was built for us! We are gathering a circle of interested advisors 
and visionaries and building a sustainable plan to secure the campus and 
create a new collaborative center for healing and wellness. Won’t you join 
us?” For more information please visit http://www.orionskywellness.org/. 
Contact Dr. McGregor at Bonnie@orionskywellness.org or 206-525-0414.
LCC continues to work with the owner’s representatives to craft a 
balanced outcome for the Talaris parcel. LCC also is working with its legal 
counsel to ensure covenants running with the land are protected.  n

Ready? Or...Not?
Neighbor Barbara Di Ferrante’s re-
cent experience in Maui 

January 13 was definitely not the 
morning in Paradise we were 
expecting. Our coffee was 
interrupted by a blaring text alert. 
STATEWIDE EMERGENCY ALERT! A 
BALLISTIC MISSILE IS HEADED 
TOWARDS HAWAII. TAKE 
APPROPRIATE PRECAUTIONS 
IMMEDIATELY. THIS IS NOT A DRILL.
I froze. What should we do? Where is 
the famous statewide siren? Why is 
there nothing on the TV or internet? 
Doubts and fears continued for 20 to 
30 minutes of rushing adrenalin and 
panic before the second text 
identified the false alarm.
During my adrenalin rush, I found 
myself thinking that if we were back 
home in Laurelhurst, and if this were 
an earthquake, I would at least have 
some confidence that we were 
prepared. In Laurelhurst, we have a 
family plan, extra clothes, food, 
water and supplies enough for two 
weeks. We have a battery-operated 
radio, a cell phone charger, 
flashlights, and a camp stove. All of 
this assembled in just a month, 
thanks to the tireless efforts of the 
volunteers of LEAP (Laurelhurst 
Earthquake Action Preparedness). 
Thanks to LEAP, I almost feel ready 
for the Big One. The only ingredient 
missing is an emergency plan with 
my immediate neighbors. As you 
read this, LEAP is working to 
organize Laurelhurst residents to 
help each other survive the 
immediate aftermath of an 
earthquake or other emergency. 
Neighbors do seek out neighbors in 
cases of mutual emergency. Take it 
from me, the most terrifying aspect 
of a disaster is the feeling of 
helplessness. The efforts and 
expertise of LEAP volunteers are 
frankly too valuable to ignore. 
Watch for upcoming classes. If you 
want more information about what 
LEAP is doing, to volunteer, or to 
donate please email 
LCCearthquake@Outlook.com. n
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Dues Time + A Look Back on LCC’s Work in 2017
Neighbors recently received LCC’s 2018 membership brochure and dues 
statement in the mail. Your $65 dues payment supports proactive efforts 
on land-use matters, environmental and traffic issues, crime prevention, 
sidewalk safety, neighborhood improvements, community forums, 
earthquake/emergency preparedness, newsletters, email updates, 
website hosting, and more. An extra $20 contribution pays for landscape 
maintenance on the Mary Gates Way / NE 41st Street planted median. 
Additional contributions are always welcome to support special 
neighborhood projects.
2017 activity highlights of your all-volunteer LCC board:

n  Along with other councils and organizations, appealed the Shoreline  
 Permit Revision granted by the City to WSDOT for demolition and  
 construction of the new SR520 due to potential contaminants. 
n  Continued work with SPD on public safety and increased coverage.
n  Joined LEAP (Laurelhurst Earthquake Action Preparedness) in efforts  
 to educate and organize neighbors in the event of a major   
 disturbance.
n  Worked with WSDOT and community coalitions on SR520 Bridge  
 issues concerning overlighting and noise from expansion joints, as  
 well as nighttime noise variance.
n  Continued involvement with Talaris and Seattle Landmark   
 Preservation Board for a neighborhood-friendly Talaris   
 redevelopment as well as more consistent property maintenance.
n  Continued to address neighbors’ concerns regarding transportation      
 issues and gridlock through letters to City Council, Children’s   
 Hospital, University Village, and the University of Washington.
n  Challenged the City’s major U District Upzone through extensive  
 comment letters in an effort to retain the character, affordability,  
 and livability of the U District.
n  Met with Seattle Children’s Hospital on monitoring helicopter   
 landings, traffic, and parking issues as well as plans for the   
 construction of Forest Building B.
n  Succeeded in retaining connecting bus service between Laurelhurst  
 and the Light Rail Station at Husky Stadium.
n  Reviewed and commented on the University of Washington’s 10- 
 year master plan including its impact on congestion and traffic.
n  Provided input to the City of Seattle on affordable housing   
 proposals and monitored land-use change issues such as DADUs  
 and new row houses being built in Windermere Circle.
n  Met with representatives from Aegis Living and provided extensive  
 written comments to consider in their planning process.
n  Invited the King County Assessor to LCC’s annual meeting for a lively  
 presentation on property values and tax assessments.
n  Provided the private security patrol subscription service.
n  Surveyed the readership regarding the Laurelhurst Letter’s content,  
 frequency, cost, relevance.

LCC appreciates your continued generosity and support. Pay dues on 
LCC’s secure website (preferred – laurelhurstcc.com, Click&Pledge) or by 
mail (address on back).  n 

Giant Redwood Grove 
Starts Super Small
Philip Stielstra, Seattle Tree 
Ambassador, reported that 
Laurelhurst School third graders 
and kindergartners planted ten 
redwood trees, clones of some of 
the largest and oldest redwoods on 
earth, in Seattle’s Laurelhurst Park 
on Nov 17, 2017. This planting was 
part of a larger project called 
Moving the Giants to Puget Sound, 
wherein over 300 redwood trees 
have been delivered to 30 Puget 
Sound communities.
Information about the Laurelhurst 
event, including a video and 
photos, is posted at
http://plantagroveoftrees.com/
laurelhurst-park/    n

Planning for Resilience 
The Role of Place-based 
Communities in a Time of  
(Dis)Connectedness
Prof. Daniel B. Abramson and his 
colleagues are working with 
Laurelhurst Earthquake Action 
Preparedness (LEAP) and other 
community resilience advocates in 
western Washington to leverage 
community assets for adaptive 
capacity in the face of disruptions 
(such as earthquakes) or other 
long-term changing conditions, in 
ways that also improve everyday 
community health and well-being.  
A key problem in this work is to 
understand how new technological, 
economic, and cultural conditions 
are changing the meaning of local 
places and the ways in which 
communities are formed and stay 
connected. 
At a recent LEAP-sponsored 
presentation, Prof. Abramson 
presented some of the theory, 
lessons, and methods of working 
with disaster-stricken or threatened 
communities in such diverse places 
as mountainous Sichuan and 
Taiwan, urban Japan, and coastal 
Washington State.  
Look for updates on how this work 
with LEAP is helping Laurelhurst 
survey its diverse resources.
Abramson is Associate Professor of Urban 
Design and Planning; Adjunct Associate 
Professor of Architecture and Landscape 
Architecture; and faculty in the Institute 
of Hazard Mitigation Planning and 
Research at the UW. n

About Crimeprevention@Laurelhurstcc.com
This email is the central location used to collect and communicate infor-
mation to LCC’s off-duty security patrol officers. While not instanta-
neous, the quicker you alert the email, the faster LCC can get the word 
out to the officers on duty. Please send email immediately AFTER you call 
911 on all crime-related issues or concerns you would like the patrol to 
know about: Any crime in progress. Solicitors. Suspicious circumstances. 
An alarm going off at a neighbor’s house. Stolen packages. Noise issues 
or problems in the park. Burglaries or thefts after the fact.  n 



	
	

	

	
	

	
	

	

Explore	4	of	the	best	things	
each	season		

in	Laurelhurst	&	NE	Seattle:	
	

ü 1	Store	to	Adore	
ü 1	Meeting	to	Connect	
ü 1	Fun	to	Enjoy	
ü 1	Issue	to	Engage	

Alex	Pedersen,	former	City	Council	
Legislative	Analyst	and	family	

www.4toExplore.org	

                Partnership for a Lifetime 
                          Excellence Education Prevention 

                          Comfort Compassion 
 

                 206-528-1980 
                          www.hhvh.net 

    Robin E. Riedinger, DVM 

    Brandi L. Eskesen, DVM 
    Adrian E. Nevill, BVM&S 
 

4020 NE 55th St    Seattle, WA - across from Metropolitan Market 

Call (206) 523-7315 for a 
personal visit and to learn more

about Ida Culver House Ravenna.
  2315 NE 65th St, Seattle • eraliving.com          
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UNCLASSIFIEDS

BABYSITTER: RHS Junior and Camp Firwood 
CIT. CPR and First Aid trained, energetic, 
responsible, fun and loves kids! Volunteer 
experience in preschool programs and working 
with children of all ages. Call Libby at 206-258-
3335. Also available for dog sitting/walking. 
BABYSITTER: Reliable 6th-grade girl from 
The Bush School with Better Babysitting, CPR 
and 1st Aid certificates looking for babysitting 
jobs in the neighborhood. 206-972-4792 or 
romymckey@gmail.com.
BABYSITTING & HOMEWORK HELP: Personable 
15-year-old available to babysit in Laurelhurst. 
Love to play games, assist with homework, 
meals and clean up. Safe sitter and CPR 
certified. Contact Georgia at 206-489-8083. 
$12/hour. References available. 
BABYSITTER IN NEIGHBORHOOD: Responsible 
Laurelhurst high school senior who loves 
kids and pets is available on weekends and 
evenings. Has worked as an intern counselor 
at Camp Orkila. CPR certified. On-line booking! 
www.laurelhurstbabysitter.com
BEST CLEANING LLC: 25 Years cleaning 
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Regular 
cleaning and special projects; references from 
current clients; quality guaranteed.  
206-948-2433. bestcleaning@outlook.com
MOVING: Let Moves Made Simple pack. We 
specialize in packing, unpacking, downsizing, 
organizing, de-cluttering and simplifying 

your life. Contact Katie Hennings Larson, 
206.307.9424, www.movesmadesimple.com 
for free consultation.  
PAINTING: Luis Ramirez 206-465-3593. 
Interior and exterior. Great Laurelhurst 
references. Bonded and insured. Any size job 
welcome.
PARTY ASSISTANT: Responsible 15-year-
old available to assist at parties in your 
Laurelhurst home. Happy to set up, serve, 
prep, cook, and clean-up. Available for 
children’s parties too. Contact Grace $12/
hour. 206.489.8083. References available. 
RAPID COMPUTER HELP: PC/Mac. 
Upgrades; hardware, software installation; 
troubleshooting, repair. Spyware, virus 
removal. Windows, MS Office certifications. 
Local References. Matt, 206-498-8901.
REMODELING/HANDYMAN SERVICES:  
“Bob of All Trades.” Licensed, Bonded, 
Insured. Lic#BOBALAT936N3. Reasonable 
rates, experienced, professional, reliable. 
www.BobOfAllTrades.com. Email: bobstocco@
gmail.com or call 425-301-9265.
WANTED: Laurelhurst Homes - As Is. Top 
Dollar Paid. I will buy your house as is. Don’t 
worry about problems or cleaning up or pre-
paring for sale.  Quick and easy cash sale. I 
live in the neighborhood. Call Mike, LREA, at 
206-459-9375.

Call (206) 306-7920 for a 
personal visit & to learn more.

Where senior living is full of JOY.

  450 NE 100th Street, Seattle • aljoya.com          

We help people age where they’re 
most comfortable. At home.

Meal Preparation Hourly/Live In 
Light Housekeeping Skilled Nursing 
Errands/Shopping Care Management

www.familyresourcehomecare.com 
206.545.1092

Thanks to our 
advertisers for their 
support. 

206-498-4606
ccrile@windermere.com

Living Laurelhurst, Selling Laurelhurst

www.laurelhurstcc.com  

The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times 
a year. DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per 
issue, with a five-issue commitment paid in 
advance. UNCLASSIFIED ADS are free for 
PAID members of the Laurelhurst Community 
Club, except that repeat ads or ads deemed 
commercial cost $20; 25-word maximum.  
Email copy to laurelhurstnews@comcast.net. 

CALENDAR

Feb. 12 (Mon.) 7 p.m.  
LCC Board of Trustees 
Laurelhurst Community Center 
March 10 (Sat.) 10 am. to noon  
SUN Park Weed and Sweep 
47th Ave. NE and NE 47th St. 
March 24 (Sat.) 1 p.m.  
Wright Memorial 
St. Stephens Chapel
Drop off donations for Elizabeth 
Gregory House, a U District women’s 
shelter: Huda Giddens at 4338 NE 44th St.  
(Leave in dark green, covered bin at the 
front of the house.) Please deliver coats 
to U District address.
Master Gardener Clinic  
Mondays, 4 to 8 p.m. 
Center for Urban Horticulture Atrium
Laurelhurst Community Center 
Activities To receive e-mail notices, 
send an e-mail to Laurelhurst.CC@
Seattle.Gov. http://www.seattle.gov/

YOUR AD HERE!

Contact 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net 

$375 for 5 issues 
Your advertising supports 

the newsletter and community.

3811 NE 45th St. – 524-9246
www.TheSeattleGym.com
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Laurelhurst Blog 
http://thelaurelhurstblog.blogspot.com/  
News, events, issues, restaurants, businesses 
and lots more. Email a tip or story idea or 
subscribe at laurelhurstblogger@gmail.com. 
The blog and LCC are separate entities.  n 

Sign up for LCC’s Constant Contact 
electronic newsletter for time-
critical communications: email 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net.

December’s Sock Drive 
brought in close to 1,128 donations 
– a new record for the ‘hood! Thank 
you to LCC trustee Linda Luiten, 
chairperson, and all those who 
contributed to another successful 
year to benefit those in need of 
warmth. Donations included some 
beautiful hand-knit items as well.  n

Memorial Service and 
Life Celebration for 
Patricia and Fred Wright
Sat., March 24, 2018, 1 p.m.
St. Stephens Episcopal Chapel
4805 NE 45th St. 
(entrance on 48th Ave. NE)
Reception Following
For more information contact 
Patrice at 360-739-8390 or email 
clarkpatrice@gmail.com.  n



 

Benjamin Law Group 
Andrew L. Benjamin       Nathan S. Benjamin 

Laurelhurst Office 
(206) 622-8953     www.benjlaw.com 

   Divorce   /  Wills  /   Personal Injury,,,      
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LAURELHURST
Laurelhurst Community Club

PMB #373, 4616 25th Ave. NE
Seattle, WA 98105

OFFICERS & TRUSTEES
Jeannie Hale, President  525-5135 
email: jeannie.hale@outlook.com

Colleen McAleer, VP  525-0219 
Brian McMullen, Sec. 367-9325 
Emily Dexter, Treas.  526-2927 
Robin Chalmers  525-2028 
Kay Kelly    522-6773 
Linda Luiten  522-5607 

Liz (Ogden) Hemer 517-5862
Connie Sidles 522-7513 
Stan Sorscher 522-7660 
John Temple 276-1119
Don Torrie 524-4316 
Leslie Wright 229-1505 

Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net; 229-1505 
Aircraft Noise Hotline 433-5393 
Animal Control 386-7387 
Community Center 684-7529 
Laurelhurst Beach Club (business) 729-3724 
Police Emergency or Reporting 911 
Police, Non-emergency 625-5011 
24-Hour Crisis Line 461-3222 

Security: crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com 
Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com
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Kate Allen  612-8424 

Chet Crile  498-4606

Kim Dales  235-7772

Mary Gibson  650-4341

Dale Kaneko  947-1223

Cathy Millan  228-8558

Renee Menti Ruhl 850-1800

Barbara Shikiar 484-2446

Jeri Smith  295-8785

Maggie Weissman 226-0543

Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc. 
(206) 522-7003 

Helen Kelleher Senseney    909-9367 
Dick Loudon                         818-2972 
Sharon Johnson 745-2673
Eddie Muanda   915-7041  
Cynthia Williams                      769-7140
Jenn Flynn                           427-3900

Locally owned Real Estate Company
Excellent reputation,

customized customer service, team approach.

3505 NE 45th St. 
Seattle 98105 

KAREN PECOTA

Karen Pecota
Licensed Electrologist since 1977

  206.794.1258
  www.sandpointelectrolysis.com
Hawthorne Hill Professional Center
4026 NE 55th Street, Suite E

Pay 2018 annual dues 
online: 
www.laurelhurstcc.com

Click&Pledge

Thank you!  


