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Annual Membership Dues
Neighbors soon will receive the
2012 LCC membership brochure
and dues statement in the mail.
Your dues payment provides funds
for consultants and legal counsel
when needed to take proactive
efforts on land use matters,
transportation, and environmental
issues; as well as newsletters,
website hosting and more.
An extra $15 contribution pays for
landscape maintenance on the
Mary Gates/NE 41st Street planted
median. Because the University of
Washington is unable to maintain
its portion of the median due to
budget cuts, your contribution is
even more appreciated as LCC
picks up the care of those sections
until the UW’s budget improves.
For the third consecutive year,
LCC’s highly successful private
security project has curbed car
prowls, auto thefts, and break-ins,
creating a greater sense of
security for neighbors.
You may pay dues on LCC’s secure
website (preferred) or send them
by mail.
LCC appreciates your continued
generosity and support. n

Sat, Feb. 11, 8:30 a.m to 1 p.m.

Magnuson Park Charette
The Garden Room of the Brig
(Building 406)
Seattle Parks and Recreation
is holding a Charette to get
community and parks users
input on priorities for
developing Magnuson Park.

A Strategic Planning/Project
Advisory Committee will take
information learned from the
Charette to develop a set of
recommendations by May 2012.
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City Weaves Tangled Web for LCC Appeal
The City continues to drag its feet in responding to discovery as ordered by
the Hearing Examiner. On August 31, LCC filed an appeal with the Hearing
Examiner of the Determination of Non-Significance (DNS) of a proposal that
would allow the siting of “essential public facilities” in all areas of the
city, including residential zones. (The October 2011 newsletter detailed LCC’s
appeal of DPD’s amendment regarding siting of essential public facilities due
to its potential negative impacts.)
LCC is concerned about the siting of crisis centers, drug rehabilitation
centers, and the like in residential zones contrary to zoning restrictions and
development regulations—particularly on the 18-acre Talaris property and
the low-rise Hartmann property across from Seattle Children’s Hospital. LCC
is also concerned about the impact of the proposal on the SR 520
Replacement Project, because the proposal allows waiver of development
regulations.
When the City first issued the DNS on the proposal in mid-August, LCC
immediately filed a public records request to learn more about the proposal.
LCC also researched similar proposals in other jurisdictions—most of which
provide protections for single-family zones and a process to involve
interested citizens and community groups.
Since the DNS was issued and LCC filed its appeal in cooperation with the
Seattle Community Council Federation, LCC and its attorneys have followed
up on public records requests during the discovery process with the City and
the state department of transportation (WSDOT). The City continues to be
slow in responding despite orders from the Hearing Examiner to produce
most of the requested documents. WSDOT has also been slow in responding.
The City’s consistent refusal to comply with Hearing Examiner orders and its
motions for reconsideration have protracted the process resulting in
substantially increasing LCC’s attorneys’ fees.
The City initially filed a motion to dismiss the appeal. The Hearing Examiner
agreed with LCC that the motion could not be considered until discovery is
complete and the City complies with its requirement to produce documents.
The City’s most recent stalling tactic occurred on January 11. The City filed a
second motion to dismiss based on lack of standing. The City is basically
saying that LCC has no right to file the appeal in the first place. This motion
has far reaching impacts for every community group in Seattle filing similar
appeals on any proposed regulation or master plan.
Motions for standing are brought when a case is initiated, yet the City waited
over four months. In that interim period, there has been a prehearing
conference and several other motions with no mention of standing as an
issue. The City cited no authority for its motion and ignored the longstanding Code provision that allows any “interested person” to file an appeal.
Under the City’s Code, “interested person” includes community groups
“significantly affected by or interested in proceedings.”
Despite shortfalls in the City budget, the City Attorney’s office continues to
spend considerable staff attorney time on frivolous motions and matters.
The Hearing Examiner has extended the deadline to complete discovery
many times. For now, LCC must respond to the motions to dismiss by March
1 and the City must reply by March 16.
LCC is grateful to its neighbors for support of this appeal aimed at protecting
our community. Annual dues and special donations are key to sustaining
LCC’s efforts on this and other issues that impact Laurelhurst. n
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Keeping Up Pressure for SR 520 Design
Laurelhurst Community Club continues to advocate for a SR 520 replacement bridge that provides mobility and safety measures.
The most recent developments include:
n LCC has filed an appeal with the City Hearing Examiner to determine if
the change in the City’s proposed text amendment for rules governing
the regulations on essential public facilities is permissible. (See article on
page 1 outlining the status of the appeal process.)
n Jeannie Hale, Colleen McAleer, and Jean Amick from the Coalition
for a Sustainable SR 520 met with newly appointed State Representative
Gerry Pollet in early January and toured the proposed location and scale
of the project. While much was in the pipeline before his term, he shares
concerns for the lack of funding for the western part of the project and
fpr WSDOT’s plan for any partial and/or temporary bridge.
n The Coalition for a Sustainable SR 520 has an active lawsuit filed
against WSDOT demanding it develop a more acceptable design plan for
the west side of SR 520. This section is not currently funded nor is it
expected to be for another 6 to 10 years. Two lawsuits have been
brought in both federal and state courts challenging the EIS process and
the potential damages from the current proposed Preferred Alternative.
n The City of Seattle issued permits to WSDOT on January 17 to allow
the State to proceed with building the four segments of the Preferred
Alternative. In analyzing these documents, LCC and the Coalition determined that the WSDOT description of the western high-rise bridge height
appears to be the agreed upon height of 45 feet under the bridge, but
the height from the water to the top of the railing is over 60 feet. The
deadline to appeal any discrepancy in the agreement to the Department
of Ecology is February 7.
n LCC, Madison Park, Montlake, Portage Bay, Roanoke Park, North
Capital Hill, and the boating communities are investigating these height
differences from existing and proposed designs and will determine the
next course of action.
n The Coalition for Sustainable SR 520 has requested overlays of existing vs. proposed heights for use by the Citizens’ Design Committee.
Stan Sorscher, LCC secretary, represents LCC at these meetings and
will continue to give input in that process.
n SR 520 tolling has resulted in significantly decreased traffic on the
bridge – at least for now. The combination of fewer discretionary trips,
increased transit usage, and alternate driving routes has reduced usage
by 30 to 40 percent. Fewer trips on SR 520 also has resulted in somewhat less traffic congestion on Montlake Boulevard — this relief has been
appreciated by neighbors. n

Meet Cara Brown, New Center Coordinator

“

I am really excited to be here and hope to get things buzzing
around the community center again soon!

I have been employed with the Seattle Parks Department since
2007 and have worked as the Assistant Coordinator at both
Magnolia and Northgate Community Centers prior to my current
assignment as the Coordinator at Laurelhurst. Previous to my
employment with Parks, I was an Athletic Director for the Snohomish and
Whatcom County Boys and Girls Clubs. I graduated from Western
Washington University with a degree in Recreation Management. I am
very passionate about family recreation and building community and am
excited to get to know and be a part of the Laurelhurst community. In
my spare time I enjoy going on adventures with my family, hanging out
with our dog Ellie at the dog park, and snowboarding in the winter
months. Continued on next column...

www.laurelhurstcc.com

Cara Brown
Laurelhurst
Community
Center
Coordinator

I invite community members to
come in and chat with me or email
me (Cara.Brown@seattle.gov)
about what they feel is important
to this neighborhood and how this
center can better serve the
Laurelhurst neighborhood as a
whole. I am looking for fresh ideas
for programs, special events and
activities that will bring your
friends, neighbors, and community
members together, and I plan to
sustain Laurelhurst traditions such
as the Salmon Bake as well.
Laurelhurst Community Center
public hours currently are Mon.

through Fri. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Cara’s hours are Tues. 10:30 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m. and Wed., Thurs., and
Fri. 9:30 to 2:30 p.m.
LCC very much appreciates the
ongoing use of the Community
Center Fireside Room for monthly
board meetings. n

CALENDAR
February 11 (Sat.) 8:30 a.m to 1 p.m.
Magnuson Park Charette
The Garden Room of the Brig (Bldg. 406)
February 13 (Mon.) 7 p.m.
LCC Board of Trustees Meeting
Laurelhurst Community Center
February 24 (Fri.)
Deadline for Laurelhurst Newsletter
Copy and Ads
March 10 (Sat.) 10 a.m. to noon
SUN Park Weed and Sweep
47th Ave NE and NE 47th St.
March 12 (Mon.) 7 p.m.
LCC Board of Trustees Meeting
Laurelhurst Community Center
Laurelhurst Garden Club
Second Friday of the month, 11 a.m.
Laurelhurst Community Center
Master Gardener Clinic
Mondays, 4 to 8 p.m.
Center for Urban Horticulture Atrium
Laurelhurst Community Center
Activities To receive e-mail notices,
send an e-mail to Laurelhurst.CC@
Seattle.Gov.
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UNCLASSIFIEDS
AVAILABLE VARIETY SERVICES: Housecleaning,
laundry, ironing, alterations, cooking, etc.
Mary, 286-8093.
BEST CLEANING LLC: 19 years cleaning
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Regular
cleaning and special projects; before and after
party cleaning; weekends; discounts for first
time cleaning; quality guaranteed.
206-948-2433. bestcleaning@live.com
DOG WALKER: Experienced, honest, reliable dog
walker with excellent references and reasonable
rates. www.walkdogwalk.com, e-mail walkdogwalk@gmail.com, or call Erin Eskenazi at 3842125. Licensed and insured.
FOR RENT: Fully furnished updated, 4 bedroom
house on the Boulevard. Available for 8 months
or up to a year as of March 1. Contact Tamara
at 729-3630.
FOR SALE: Ash hard wood bunk bed, desk
w/ bookshelf, and night stand. Matching set,
clean look, and well maintained. $1,600.
Laurelhurst resident, call 206-523-2991 or email
ryan.f.nichols@gmail for pictures.
GUITAR LESSONS: Acoustic and electric guitar
lessons in Laurelhurst. All ages. Beginner to
advanced. Rock, pop, folk, blues, jazz. More info
at DeftDigits.com. Contact Joe, 206-496-2905,
joe@deftdigits.com.
HOME ORGANIZATION AND MOVING SERVICE:
1/3 off labor - new customers only. Downsizing,
de-cluttering, organizing, packing. Professional,

reliable, great references. Katie Hennings Larson
@ 206.307.9424 / www.MovesMadeSimple.com
IN-HOME CARE: Licensed local not-for-profit
home care organization provides professional,
personalized care: cooking, bathing, mobility
assistance, housekeeping, transportation, and
more. Rachel Endicott @ 206-547-2424 /
www.club24seniorcare.com
PAINTING: Luis Ramirez, 465-3593. Interior and
exterior. Great Laurelhurst references. Bonded
and insured. Any size job welcome.
RAPID COMPUTER HELP: PC/Mac. Upgrades;
hardware, software installation; troubleshooting,
repair. Spyware, virus removal. Windows,
MS Office certifications. Local References.
Matt, 206-498-8901.
REMODELING/HANDYMAN SERVICES: “Bob
of All Trades.” Licensed, Bonded, Insured.
Lic#BOBALAT936N3. Reasonable rates,
experienced, professional, reliable. www.
BobOfAllTradesLLC.com. Email: bobstocco@
gmail.com or call 425-301-9265.
RENTAL WANTED: Local family looking for home
to rent in the Laurelhurst neighborhood during
house remodel. Beginning June 2012. 3+ BR.
206-650-0989.
SEATTLE AIRPORT LIMO: Toll free 888-5131983; business 206-930-0316; mobile 206-9301503. www.seattleairportlimoandtaxi.com. /
info@seattleairportlimoandtaxi.com.
Laurelhurst Outdoor/Indoor Conditioning–
Classes include Bosu ball, weight and resistance training, core strength and flexibility. For
detailed information contact: Heather Griffith,
ACSM certified trainer @ hogriffith@comcast.net
/ 206-778-4854.

Ida Culver House
Ravenna Offers
Free Events
How to Avoid Scams and
Frauds in a Down Economy
Special seminar featuring Steve
Geertz, CPA, CFE
Thurs., Feb. 16, 7 p.m.
Kindly RSVP at 206-523-7315.
Classical Music Concerts
Feb. 25, Sat., 2 to 3 p.m.
March 31, Sat., 2 to 3 p.m.
April 28, Sat., 2 to 3 p.m.
2315 NE 65th Street
206-523-7315
For a complete schedule, visit
eraliving.com. n
The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times
a year. DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per
issue, with a five-issue commitment paid in
advance. UNCLASSIFIED ADS are free for
PAID members of the Laurelhurst Community
Club, except that repeat ads or ads deemed
commercial cost $20; 25-word maximum.
Email copy to laurelhurstnews@comcast.net.

Thank You, Advertisers, for supporting the Laurelhurst Letter!
Free wine tastings
Thursday 5 to 7

A Chorus Line

Check website for details

February 10 – March 4, 2012
Fridays & Saturdays at 7:30 pm
Sundays at 2 pm

2011

Thursday 3/1 at 7:30 pm
Magnuson Park
Community Center Building

Sand Point Chiropractic
Serving the neighborhood for 25 years
Call for a complimentary consultation

(206) 527 - 3111

We’ve been renovating, refurbishing &
restoring the beautiful Laurelhurst
neighborhood for 25 years!
Steve Williams • 206.522.9994
www.TheWilliamsCompanySeattle.com
206-522-1900
Facebook

login: amanda touch of
color salon

TOUCH OF COLOR SALON

For new client only:
Hair cuts = $15 off women, $5 off men
New Schwarzkopf Essenity Colour now available.
Organic and ammonia free gentle colour product

Hugh Wilson, D.C.
5418 Sand Point Way NE
www.sandpointchiropractic.com

www.touchofcolorsalon.com

Now a part of your community.

TRAINING | CLASSES | CHILD CARE | MASSAGE
www.macseattle.com

The Best Move You’ll Ever Make!

THE

NOW
3 months only $99 (save 45%)!
Annual Summer Membership
L A U RE L H U RS T
3811 NE 45th – 206.524.9246
www.prorobics.com

Laurelhurst Blog

Located adjacent to University Village and Ravenna
Park, the new Merrill Gardens at the University boasts
beautiful studio, one and two bedroom courtyard units.
Call Now for a Tour!

(206) 523-8400
at the university
A one of a kind retirement community

5300 24th Avenue NE
Seattle, WA 98105

Equal Housing Opportunity

3711 NE 45th Street
Seattle, WA 98105
(next to JaK’s Grill)
tel. 206.708.1537

www.laurelhurstwine.com

Tues - Sat 11 to 7,
Sun 11 to 5, closed Monday

10% off by mentioning this ad.

Trask Orthodontics
Orthodontics for all ages

4540 Sand Point Way N.E. #300
Trask Orthodontics
Seattle, WA 98105
Orthodontics for all ages
206-526-7846
4540 Sand Point Way N.E. #300
Seattle, WA 98105
206-526-7846

Call (206) 523-7315 for a
personal visit and to learn more
about Ida Culver House Ravenna.
2315 NE 65th St, Seattle • eraliving.com
Complete Care for
the Life of Your Pet
206-528-198O
Robin E. Riedinger, DVM
Brandi Eskesen, DVM
Stacy Davidson, DVM
Medicine Dentistry Surgery
www.hhvh.net
4020 NE 55th St., Seattle (across from Metropolitan Market)

http://thelaurelhurstblog.blogspot.com/ Email laurelhurstblogger@gmail.com.
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Seattle, WA

Laurelhurst Community Club
PMB #373, 4616 25th Ave. NE
Seattle, WA 98105

Permit No. 1793
Carrier Route Presort
Postal Customer

OFFICERS & TRUSTEES
Jeannie Hale, President 525-5135
email: jeannieh@serv.net
Colleen McAleer, VP 525-0219
Stan Sorscher, Sec. 522-7660
Emily Dexter, Treas.526-2927
Kevin Chang
235-5253
Elizabeth Graham 852-3975
Kay Kelly		
522-6773

Linda Luiten
Brian McMullen
Don Torrie
Maggie Weissman
Kirsten Whitcomb
Leslie Wright

522-5607
367-9325
524-4316
527-6646
579-7219
229-1505

Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net; 229-1505
Aircraft Noise Hotline
Animal Control
Police Emergency or Reporting
Police, Non-emergency
Community Center
Children’s Construction Hotline

433-5393
386-7387
911
625-5011
684-7529
987-7744

crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com

Patrick J. McDevitt

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™
(206) 363-4355
www.patrickmcdevitt.com
4500 9th Ave NE, Suite 300, Seattle 98105

3617 N.E. 45th St.
Seattle, WA 98105

522-8515

Securities offered through First Allied Securities.
A registered Broker/Dealer. Member FINRA/SIPC

460 NE 70th Street

206.522.4000

Kate Allen		
Debbie Jenner Culp
Kim Dales		
Mary Gibson		
Dale Kaneko		
Cathy Millan		
John Pettas		
Barbara Shikiar
Jeri Smith		
Maggie Weissman

612-8424
930-3888
235-7772
650-4341
947-1223
228-8558
734-8098
484-2446
295-8785
226-0543

www.touchofelements.com

Wright Travel

Since 1980

Sarah Wright

(206) 524-8524
wrighttravel@hotmail.com
www.wrighttravel.com

Unique and carefully
selected clothing for
men and women.

Locally Owned
2906 NE 55th Seattle, WA 98105
www.jackjerome.com

Helen Kelleher Senseney
Dick Loudon
Jenn Flynn
Cynthia Williams

909-9367
818-2972
427-3900
769-7140

Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc.
3505 NE 45th St., Seattle, WA 98105
(206) 522-7003

(206) 524-4737
4915 25th Ave NE, Ste 301
Seattle, WA 98105
www.SandPointInternists.com

Primary care you can count on.

Currently accepting patients

LPL Financial, member FINRA/
SIPC
Brian Wright - Financial Advisor

Vara Kraft, md
Frank Mitchell, md
Joan Olson, md
Sarah Pohlmann, md
Anita Uppal, md

206- 524-6647

stocks . bonds . mutual funds .
estate planning . retirement plans .
long term care insurance

