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Annual Membership Dues
Neighbors will soon receive the 
2013 LCC membership brochure 
and dues statement in the mail. 
Your $65 dues payment provides 
funds for legal counsel and special 
consultants on matters of land use, 
transportation, and environmental 
issues, when needed; newsletters, 
website hosting, and more. 
An extra $25 contribution pays for 
landscape maintenance on the 
Mary Gates/NE 41st Street planted 
median. Since the University of 
Washington is unable to maintain 
its portion of the median due to 
budget cuts, your contribution is 
even more appreciated as LCC has 
picked up the care of those median 
sections until the UW’s budget 
improves. 
You may pay dues on LCC’s secure 
website (preferred) or send them 
by mail (address on back).  
LCC appreciates your continued 
generosity and support.  n 

Challenges and Opportunities Lie Ahead 
for Redevelopment of Talaris Site
With the recent sale of Talaris Institute, the property owner is exploring 
redevelopment options. Naturally, the nature of any proposed change is 
of concern to the neighborhood. The preservation of this beautiful, 
18-acre “urban oasis,” is highly valued.
In the next month or two, the Laurelhurst Community Club and Battelle 
Neighbors plan to conduct an open charrette (work session) and gather 
feedback from all interested neighbors. The date has not yet been set. 
LCC hopes to work together with the owner and with neighbors to ensure 
any development plan enhances the livability of Laurelhurst and takes 
into account the unique open, natural space that exists.
LCC has worked with property owners of the 18-acre site – Battelle and 
subsequent property owners – for over 30 years. LCC, Battelle 
Neighbors, and the Battelle Memorial Institute negotiated the initial 
Settlement Agreement of the property allowing Battelle to expand to 
meet its needs while preserving open space and other attributes for the 
neighborhood. With subsequent property owners, the Settlement 
Agreement has been amended. The site is designated as an Institute for 
Advanced Study under the Settlement Agreement and Seattle’s Land Use 
Code. The Settlement Agreement and subsequent amendments run with 
the land, which means property owners are bound by the Agreement. 
But, the property owner has the option of developing under the 
underlying SF 5,000 zoning, which means single-family residential homes 
with a minimum lot size of 5,000 square feet. 
Battelle Neighbors and LCC allowed the Talaris Institute for Advanced 

Study to operate as an exception to the single-family use 
zoning. The Settlement Agreement specifically states that 
major institutions cannot operate within this property (no 
hospitals, colleges, etc.), and covenants apply regarding 
wetlands and landscape maintenance.
Now that 4000 Property LLC has sold Talaris Institute, the 
owner is interested in redeveloping the property. A real 
estate developer from John L. Scott in Issaquah, George 
Thurtle, represents the property owners and serves as their 
consultant. He has presented the community with two 
options for the site’s development. The new Talaris Living 
website (www.talarisliving.us) states: “After considering a 
number of site plan concepts, we discovered that Talaris 
presents a unique opportunity to both preserve the site’s 
legacy landscape and make the property financially viable.” 
The developer has been hosting multiple open house 
opportunities for neighbors to view their plans, ask 
questions, and provide input. 
Their preferred plan aims to preserve much of the open 
space and existing tree cover and proposes to reuse “all of 

the existing infrastructure including building foundations, drainage, 
utilities, and roadways….” The trade-off is that this plan is a 350- to 
400-unit multi-story apartment option, which would require a rezone 
from the current single-family zoning. Changing the zoning to apartments 

A bit of site history:
n   In 1997, Battelle Memorial 
Institute sold this 18-acre parcel to 
Era Care Communities for 
$6,125,000.

n   In 2000, 4000 Property LLC of 
Bellevue purchased the property 
from Era Care Communities for 
$15,630,000 and developed Talaris 
Research Institute, which focused on 
infant and early-learning research of 
the brain.

n   In 2012, 4000 Property LLC 
closed Talaris Institute and now 
proposes new development.

Laurelhurst Blog  
http://thelaurelhurstblog.
blogspot.com/  
News, events, issues, restaurants, 
businesses and lots more. If you have 
a tip or story idea, send an email to 
laurelhurstblogger@gmail.com.  n 
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CALENDAR

Feb. 9 (Sat.) 10 a.m. to noon 
SUN Park Weed and Sweep 
47th Ave NE and NE 47th St. 
Feb. 11 (Mon.) 7 p.m.  
LCC Board of Trustees 
Laurelhurst Community Center
Feb. 22 (Fri.)  
Deadline for Laurelhurst Newsletter 
Copy and Ads
March 11 (Mon.) 7 p.m.  
LCC Board of Trustees 
Laurelhurst Community Center
Master Gardener Clinic  
Mondays, 4 to 8 p.m. 
Center for Urban Horticulture Atrium
Drop off donations for Elizabeth 
Gregory House, a U District women’s 
shelter, with Huda Giddens at 4338 N.E. 
44th St. (Leave in dark green, covered 
bin at the front of the house.)
Laurelhurst Garden Club 
Second Friday of the month, 11 a.m. 
Laurelhurst Community Center 
Laurelhurst Community Center 
Activities To receive e-mail notices, 
send an e-mail to Laurelhurst.CC@
Seattle.Gov. http://www.seattle.gov/
parks/centers/laurelcc.htmwww.laurelhurstcc.com  

Talaris redevelopment - continued from page 1

Not Too Late to Subscribe to Security Patrol 
LCC’s Private Security Patrol, now in its fifth year, is highly praised by 
subscribers. Its continued success depends on neighbor participation — 
the more families that subscribe, the more frequent coverage the patrol 
can offer. The patrol boundaries cover the entire neighborhood area 
south of Sand Point Way from Mary Gates Way to NE 55th Street. 
Coverage is planned for six nights a week; nights and hours will vary 
depending on funding.
The annual cost per family is $200 for the period ending December 31, 
2013. To participate, please either use LCC’s secure online payment 
option (preferred) at www.laurelhurstcc.com, or send your $200 check 
payable to LCC Laurelhurst Community Club, PMB #373, 4616 25th Ave. 
NE, Seattle, WA 98105. If you pay by check, please be sure to include 
your name, address, email, and emergency contact information.  
If you have questions about the LCC Private Security Patrol, please 
contact Brian McMullen, Crime Prevention co-chair, at 206-367-9325, or 
email crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com. Program benefits were 
detailed in the December newsletter and are listed on LCC’s website.  n

also allows the developer to raise height limits in exchange for providing 
low-income units. The owner’s second option, which is consistent with 
the current zoning, simply carves up the land parcel into 90 single-family 
lots for new homes.
LCC has met with the 4000 Property LLC to set goals for any new 
development and has reviewed their proposal. In addition, LCC has met 
with its land-use consultant and attorney and is hearing from concerned 
neighbors about the plans. LCC intends to work to achieve an outcome 
that aligns with community goals. LCC, with the expertise of a reputable 
residential architectural firm, has drafted a third conceptual option that 
preserves open space with fewer single-family lots for homes more in 
character of the neighborhood. The feasibility of this concept has not yet 
been fully studied.
The primary goal for this treasured piece of property is to preserve as 
much natural open space as possible… regardless of the development 
plan that moves forward. Some preliminary land-use/development 
priorities expressed by neighbors include:

n  Maintain open space, the eagle habitat, and valuable mature trees.
n  Support/enhance property values and character of the entire 
Laurelhurst neighborhood.
n  Provide possible opportunity for development for desirable single 
family housing, consistent with underlying zoning of the property.
n  Create possible desirable condominiums for residents who wish to 
downsize and stay in the neighborhood.
n  Minimize traffic impacts on all neighborhood streets and access 
points.  n

Openings in Villa 
Academy’s P5 Program
Due to increased popularity, Villa 
Academy is adding a second P5 
(pre-school 5) class for the 2013-
14 academic year and beyond. The 
P5 program is for students who 
may not be 5 years of age by the 
Kindergarten “cut-off” date of 
September 1, or for students who 
may need a bit more time to 
prepare for Kindergarten.  
Even though the priority admission 
deadline has passed, the Villa is 
still accepting applications. Submit 
an application for your student by 
applying at www.thevilla.org. For 
more information about this 
program, a tour, or any of our 
other pre-school through 8th-
grade programs, please contact 
the Villa Academy Admission Office 
at 206-527-9388 or admission@
thevilla.org.  n

Ahoy, Laurelhurst School Auction March 22
Save the date: March 22 at 5:30 p.m. at the Mountaineer’s Club! 
The procurement team needs $100,000 worth of donated items to make 
the evening a success and to help the PTA fund all the great things that 
happen at Laurelhurst Elementary. 
At press time, they are still short $25,000. If you wish to donate an item 
or make a cash gift for the auction, please do so at www.laurelhurstpta.
com. The hyperlink to the Facebook page for the “Sail to Success” 
auction is https://www.facebook.com/pages/
laurelhurst-elementary-pta-auction/273670274843. 
LIKE the Facebook page and help promote this fun benefit.  n

Keep Sidewalks Safe
The dark winter season is upon us, 
and walkers will slog through rain, 
wet leaves, and maybe even snow 
and ice. Take another look at your 
sidewalk and make sure your 
property is clear and safe for 
walkers of all ages.  n



                Partnership for a Lifetime 
                          Excellence Education Prevention 

                          Comfort Compassion 

              206-528-1980
                       www.hhvh.net

Robin E. Riedinger, DVM
Brandi L. Eskesen, DVM

4020 NE 55th St   Seattle, WA - across from Metropolitan Market
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UNCLASSIFIEDS

AVAILABLE VARIETY SERVICES: Housecleaning, 
laundry, ironing, alterations, cooking, etc.  
Mary, 286-8093.
BEST CLEANING LLC: 20 years cleaning 
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Regular 
cleaning and special projects; before and after 
party cleaning; weekends; discounts for first 
time cleaning; quality guaranteed.  
206-948-2433. bestcleaning@outlook.com.
DOG WALKER: Experienced, honest, reliable dog 
walker with excellent references and reasonable 
rates. www.walkdogwalk.com, e-mail walkdog-
walk@gmail.com, or call Erin Eskenazi at 384-
2125. Licensed and insured. 
DRIVER’S NEEDED!: Do you or someone you 
know have an extra hour or two during the 
week that you could donate to help our aging 
neighbors by driving them to doctor’s appoint-
ments, the grocery store or a public talk at the 
library? Sign up to be a NEST volunteer and 
help us help our neighbors while building a 
strong community! Contact us at nestseattle.org 
or 206-525-6378.
GARAGE WANTED: 1931 Buick needs friendly 
home for winter hibernation: I am 82 years old, 
but well preserved (restored). Fully insured. 
Gary Cummings, gary.m.cummings@comcast.
net or 206-522-5551 or 206-948-3031.
HOME ORGANIZATION & MOVING SERVICE: 
Simplify your home! 1/3 off labor - new custom-
ers only. De-cluttering, organizing, downsizing 
or moving assistance. Professional, reliable, 
great references. Katie Hennings Larson @ 
206.307.9424 / www.MovesMadeSimple.com 

NEEDED: Styrofoam peanuts, bubblewrap, air 
pillows (no blocks). Please drop off in driveway 
or front porch at 3415 W. Laurelhurst Dr. NE. 
Thanks. Candy O’Malley 206-527-0582.
PAINTING: Luis Ramirez, 465-3593. Interior and 
exterior. Great Laurelhurst references. Bonded 
and insured. Any size job welcome.
RAPID COMPUTER HELP: PC/Mac. Upgrades; 
hardware, software installation; troubleshooting, 
repair. Spyware, virus removal. Windows,  
MS Office certifications. Local References.  
Matt, 206-498-8901.
REMODELING/HANDYMAN SERVICES: “Bob 
of All Trades.” Licensed, Bonded, Insured.
Lic#BOBALAT936N3. Reasonable rates, 
experienced, professional, reliable. www.
BobOfAllTrades.com. Email: bobstocco@gmail.
com or call 425-301-9265.
RENTAL WANTED: Local family looking for home 
to rent in the Laurelhurst neighborhood during 
house remodel. Beginning March/April 2013.  
3+ BR. 206-650-0989.
SEATTLE AIRPORT LIMO: Toll free 888-513-
1983; business 206-930-0316; mobile 206-930-
1503. www.seattleairportlimoandtaxi.com. / 
info@seattleairportlimoandtaxi.com.

The Best Move You’ll Ever Make!

(206) 523-8400  
5300 24th Avenue NE 

Seattle, WA 98105
Equal Housing Opportunity

Located adjacent to University Village and Ravenna 
Park, the new Merrill Gardens at the University boasts 
beautiful studio, one and two bedroom courtyard units.

Call Now for a Tour! 

at the university
A one of a kind retirement community

The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times 
a year. DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per 
issue, with a five-issue commitment paid in 
advance. Laurelhurst-area businesses have 
priority. UNCLASSIFIED ADS are free for 
PAID members of the Laurelhurst Community 
Club, except that repeat ads or ads deemed 
commercial (including home businesses, 
real estate rentals, and houses for sale) 
cost $20; 25-word maximum. Sorry, no 
unclassified ads taken by phone. Email copy to 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net. 

TOUCH OF COLOR SALONTOUCH OF COLOR SALON

 

 
 

Trask Orthodontics 
Orthodontics for all ages 

 
4540 Sand Point Way N.E. #300 

Seattle, WA 98105 
206-526-7846 

 

 
 

Trask Orthodontics 
Orthodontics for all ages 

 
4540 Sand Point Way N.E. #300 

Seattle, WA 98105 
206-526-7846 

For new clients only:   
Hair cuts = $20 off women, $8 off men  

Free hair cut ($59 value) with  
any purchase of chemical service. 
www.touchofcolorsalon.com 

206-522-1900
Facebook 

login: amanda touch of 
color salon

We’ve been renovating, refurbishing & 
restoring the beautiful Laurelhurst 

neighborhood for 25 years!
Steve Williams  •  206.522.9994

www.TheWilliamsCompanySeattle.com

Thanks to our advertisers for their support!

Call (206) 523-7315 for a 
personal visit and to learn more

about Ida Culver House Ravenna.
  2315 NE 65th St, Seattle • eraliving.com          

Call (206) 306-7920 for a 
personal visit & to learn more.

Where senior living is full of JOY.

  450 NE 100th Street, Seattle • aljoya.com          

LAURELHURST
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3811 NE 45th – 206.524.9246 
www.prorobics.com

FALL 
Special: 
No Dues 
Until
January

Have You Tried the Hot New Fitness Class?

Seattle’s Bicycle 
Master Plan Update
Over the past months, the City 
has been conducting a series of 
meetings and collecting public 
comments for updating the bike 
master plan. Program goals are 
ridership, safety, connectivity, 
equity, and livability. Teams have 
been developing a draft bicycle 
network map based on connecting 
people to the places they want to 
go. Their “toolkit” includes 
“enhanced streets” (neighborhood 
greenways); in street “minor 
separations” such as bike lanes 
and buffered bike lanes; and in 
street “major separations” such 
as cycle tracks. For plan details, 
visit www.seattle.gov/
transportation/bikemaster.htm.
Thank you to Laurelhurst cyclists 
Cary Lassen, Jean Amick, and 
Catherine Hennings who 
developed and submitted 
proposed routes through 
Laurelhurst for inclusion in the 
City’s map.   n
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OFFICERS & TRUSTEES

Jeannie Hale, President  525-5135 
email: jeannieh@serv.net

Colleen McAleer, VP 525-0219 
Stan Sorscher, Sec. 522-7660 
Emily Dexter, Treas.526-2927 
Kevin Chang  235-5253 
Kay Kelly  522-6773 
Linda Luiten 522-5607 

Brian McMullen 367-9325 
Liz Ogden  517-5862 
Don Torrie 524-4316 
Maggie Weissman 527-6646 
Leslie Wright 229-1505 

Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net; 229-1505

Aircraft Noise Hotline 433-5393 
Animal Control 386-7387 
Police Emergency or Reporting 911 
Police, Non-emergency 625-5011 
Community Center 684-7529 
Children’s Construction Hotline  987-7744 
24-Hour Crisis Line 206-461-3222 

crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com 

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com

Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc. 
3505 NE 45th St., Seattle, WA  98105 

(206) 522-7003

Helen Kelleher Senseney   909-9367 
Dick Loudon                        818-2972 
Jenn Flynn                           427-3900 
Cynthia Williams 769-7140 
E. John Doubt   491-7599

3617 N.E. 45th St.
Seattle, WA 98105               522-8515

February 2013

Kate Allen  612-8424 
Debbie Jenner Culp 930-3888
Kim Dales  235-7772
Mary Gibson  650-4341
Dale Kaneko  947-1223
Cathy Millan  228-8558
John Pettas  734-8098
Barbara Shikiar 484-2446
Jeri Smith  295-8785
Maggie Weissman 226-0543

  Unique and carefully
 selected clothing for 

men and women.

Locally Owned
2906 NE 55th Seattle, WA 98105

www.jackjerome.com

Jon L. Way, DDS, MS, PLLC
Allyson Stewart Dkeidek, DDS, PLLC

Specialists in Pediatric Dentistry
Diplomates, American Board  

of Pediatric Dentistry
4500 Sand Point Way NE, Suite 208 

Phone: 206-525-4777  Fax: 206-525-8677

Laurelhurst After School Enrichment Rooms Laurelhurst After School Enrichment Rooms Laurelhurst After School Enrichment Rooms    

 LASER Programs:  
 *“Rising Stars” Pre-K Readiness Program (4 & 5 year-olds) 
 *  Licensed Before/After School Childcare  (K–6th) 
 *  Before and After School Enrichment Classes 
 *  Day Camp on School Holidays and Breaks (K-6th)  
 *  Weekly Summer Camp (K-6th)  

 
Transportation is available through Seattle Public Schools (Please check with your individual school). 

For more information on our programs, rates, forms and camp schedules,  
please go to www.laserchildcare.org  

   www.laserchildcare.org    •    (206) 525-9160       •   laserinfo@comcast.net  
4530 46th Ave N.E.   •   Seattle WA 98105

(Located on Laurelhurst Elementary School Grounds) 
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 *  Licensed Before/After School Childcare  (K–6th) 
 *  Before and After School Enrichment Classes 
 *  Day Camp on School Holidays and Breaks (K-6th)  
 *  Weekly Summer Camp (K-6th)  

 
Transportation is available through Seattle Public Schools (Please check with your individual school). 

For more information on our programs, rates, forms and camp schedules,  
please go to www.laserchildcare.org  

   www.laserchildcare.org    •    (206) 525-9160       •   laserinfo@comcast.net  
4530 46th Ave N.E.   •   Seattle WA 98105

(Located on Laurelhurst Elementary School Grounds) 

l Personal Care
l Errands/Shopping
l Light Housekeeping
l Care Management
l Meal Preparation
l Companionship
l Hourly/Live-in
l Skilled Nursing

www.familyresourcehomecare.com

Commitment and Kindness
Commitment and Kindness  

 Meal Preparation 
 Companionship 
 Hourly/Live-in 
 Skilled Nursing 

Since 1996 

 

 Personal Care 
 Errands/Shopping 
 Light Housekeeping 
 Care Management 

www.familyresourcehomcare.com 206 545-1092  

206-545-1092    

Up to 20% off all Washington 
and California wines.  
20% off on pre-order cases.
5436 Sand Point Way NE, Seattle 98105 
206-525-4340

CycleU.com • Bring ad in for 20% off repair

Daily Indoor Cycle Classes • Bicycle Repair
Behind City People’s


