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Not-So-Good Vibrations Surround SR520
The SR520 replacement project just off shore from Laurelhurst 
neighbors is highly visible, with lighted 90-foot-tall cranes, flotillas of 
pontoons waiting to be put in place, and the new 35-foot protrusion at 
Union Bay that will support the roadway’s deck surface. 
Over a period of many weeks, WSDOT contractors have been driving six 
sets of piles to support the West Connection roadway. Neighbors have 
been subjected to intrusive noise from an impact hammer used to knock 
steel piles into the bottom of the lake. This process makes a percussive 
ringing noise that carries loudly across the water. While WSDOT claims 
that best practices are used to reduce the noise impacts, the noise from 
8 a.m. to 7 p.m. has exceeded their estimates. Also vibration has caused 
some cracking in residences in Madison Park. LCC neighbors should 
report any damage directly to WSDOT. LCC trustee Colleen McAleer 
coordinates efforts to monitor the impacts, and requests the contractor 
cease when noise exceeds limits or when damage occurs.
Without funds to complete the project as designed, WSDOT has proposed 

Traffic Flow at Children’s Hospital Reviewed; 
Revision Test Coming Feb. 21 
Some Laurelhurst neighbors have experienced long traffic delays at the 
new traffic signal, when driving north on 40th Ave. NE, crossing Sand 
Point Way headed in the direction of Metropolitan Market. 
LCC trustees met recently with representatives from Children’s to discuss 
results from a study of traffic flow through that intersection. A traffic 
consultant measured traffic volume and backups for intersections 
surrounding the new traffic light where 40th Ave. NE crosses Sand Point 
Way.
The consultant confirmed a problem that occurs when shuttle buses 
come out of the hospital campus, turning onto 40th Ave. NE, then head 
toward the new signal at Sand Point Way. At most times of day, the 
shuttles must wait for oncoming traffic to clear before they turn left onto 
Sand Point Way. They often consume the entire light cycle waiting for a 
safe opening. Safety concerns always come up when a large vehicle 
turns left on the yellow light, while oncoming traffic is still present.   
LCC trustees and Children’s representatives discussed alternatives, 
based on the traffic flow measurements from the baseline study. 
Children’s has agreed to test an alternative route for the shuttles, routing 
them out of the hospital, south on 40th Ave. NE, then westbound on NE 
45th St. to the traffic light at 38th Ave. NE, in front of The Seattle Gym.
The new shuttle routing is scheduled to start February 21, and continue 
for a month. It should allow shuttle buses to proceed out of the 
neighborhood without holding up traffic in either direction.
Neighbors are encouraged to provide feedback, positive or negative, to 
Paulo Nunes-Ueno, Director of Transportation and Sustainability at 
Children’s, paulo.nunes-ueno@SeattleChildrens.org. Please “cc” your 
messages to Jeannie Hale, President of the Laurelhurst Community 
Club, jeannieh@serv.net.  n
This article was featured January 22, 2014 in a Constant Contact message from LCC.

“
Meet New LCC Trustee 
Robin Chalmers

“I was born in London just 
prior to WWII, and out of 
the six years of the war I 

spent three in London and 
three in Glasgow, Scotland. (My 
grandfather was from Scotland.) 
When I finished high school, I 
completed a five-year heavy 
engineering apprenticeship plus 
schooling to become a mechanical 
engineer.
I then joined Cunard Steam Ship 
Company and sailed for five years 
on the original Queen Elizabeth 
and the Cruise Liner Caronia as an 
engineer. I emigrated to the U.S. 
and worked in NYC for three years. 
I married a French girl, Jacqueline, 
in NYC. We have a son, Michael, 
and a daughter, Maeva, plus a 
granddaughter, Madeleine, and 
twins on the way.
We moved to Seattle in 1969 
where I went to work for Lockheed 
Shipbuilding for 18 years. When 
the shipyard closed down in 1987,  
I went to work for Boeing until I 
retired in 2004. 
My interest outside of work has 
always been soccer. I played, 
refereed, and coached the game 
for most of my life and was 
President of the LVR Youth Soccer 
Club for 18 years.
My interest in joining the LCC 
board was to do anything I could 
to help the Laurelhurst community 
have safer streets, especially to 
reduce the large number of 
speeders. We moved into our 
Laurelhurst home in August of 
1973. So, I have been watching  
the speeders on NE 41st St. for  
41 years.”  

If you are inspired to contribute 
your enthusiasm and talents for 
the good of the 'hood, please 
contact Emily Dexter at 526-2927 
or edexer4@comcast.net.  n

continued on page 2



LAURELHURST LETTER  • February 2014

CALENDAR

Feb. 10 (Mon.) 7 p.m.  
LCC Board of Trustees 
Laurelhurst Community Center 
Feb. 25 (Tues.)  
Deadline for Laurelhurst Newsletter 
Copy and Ads

SR520 update - continued from page 1

Power to the People! Interrupted.
Jim Woods, who resides on E. Laurel Dr. NE, attended January’s LCC 
Board of Trustees meeting to express frustration regarding frequent 
neighborhood power outages and to seek LCC’s assistance to bring about 
a satisfactory resolution to this escalating concern.
In a detailed letter to Jorge Carrasco, Seattle City Light General 
Manager, CEO, Woods listed six outages during 2013, four of which 
lasted more than six hours. Only one could be attributed to weather. 
Woods stated, “These power outages are more than inconvenient: they 
disrupt sensitive equipment throughout the house (even those with surge 
protectors), some of which have had to be replaced. More importantly, 
they cause loss of income due to lack of access to landline telephones 
and computers for business and professional purposes....”
In his conversations with City Light workers responding to most of these 
outages, he said “it appears that these arise largely from failure of 
antiquated and poorly maintained equipment at the underground station 
UEO8PO4 located at the intersection of NE 45st Street and 50th Avenue 
NE. In most instances, response to these outages requires 3 to 4 hours 
from the time they are reported, and another 3 to 4 hours for repairs to 
be accomplished. This commonly observed routine implies a current 
system-wide policy of waiting for equipment to fail and then responding 
retroactively to effect repairs in stop-gap fashion. If so, this describes a 
wasteful, costly and highly inefficient practice that essentially guarantees 
future outages of greater frequency and longer duration....”
New LCC trustee Robin Chalmers also has been logging outages in 
recent years. So far in 2014, a January 9 blackout along NE 41st Street 
affected 51 homes and lasted 16 hours 45 minutes. According to City 
Light, it was caused by blown fuses and damaged cable, all located 
underground, which had to be replaced. Outages also occurred January 
11 that affected Katterman’s on Sand Point Way and Laurelhurst areas.
LCC will contact the appropriate City Council committee to determine 
what steps are being taken by City Light to resolve the frequent power 
outages and prevent future occurrences. As Woods pointed out, being 
the “nation’s greenest utility” is of little consolation to customers who 
lack reliable, fundamental service.  n

Time for Annual Dues
Neighbors recently received LCC’s 
2014 membership brochure and 
dues statement in the mail. 
Your $60 dues payment supports 
proactive efforts on land-use 
matters, sidewalk safety, 
environmental and traffic issues, 
neighborhood improvements, 
community forums, email updates, 
website hosting, crime prevention 
program, and more. An extra $20 
contribution pays for landscape 
maintenance on the Mary Gates/NE 
41st Street planted median. Since 
the University of Washington is 
unable to maintain its portion of 
the median due to budget cuts, 
your contribution is even more 
appreciated as LCC has picked up 
the care of those median sections. 
Additional contributions are always 
welcome to support special 
neighborhood projects.
You may pay dues on LCC’s secure 
website (preferred) or send them 
by mail (address on back).  
LCC appreciates your continued 
generosity and support.  n 

building the West Approach Bridge North (WABN). LCC will participate in 
a forum with the WSDOT design group in conjunction with local 
businesses, community councils, and institutions in the Montlake area 
and northeast Seattle to plan for construction in 2015-16.
This design is a not-so temporary extension off the Western High Rise of 
SR520 to reduce six lanes into the four-lane Montlake Interchange, 
where transit and HOV lanes will terminate well short of I-5. LCC has 
concerns that the six-lane squeeze will create a bottleneck over Lake 
Washington through the Arboretum/Montlake/University of Washington 
areas, resulting in even more gridlock at that congested interchange.
The position of LCC and Seattle’s Coalition for Sustainable SR520 is to 
stop construction at the Western High Rise until the bridge is fully funded 
through to I-5 with the promised mitigation outlined in House Bill 1864, 
passed in 2013. The major obstacle to completing the West Side roadway 
is lack of funding. The project already is over budget due to problems 
arising from incorrect WSDOT pontoon specifications, inefficiencies, and 
cost inflation. The cost to complete the West Side is estimated to be 
$1.4. The state has proposed $1.3 billion in additional funding in the 
current Transportation bill, but that bill has not passed.
LCC objects not only to construction of a temporary bridge that may 
have to be re-built but also to the extraordinary duration of the 
construction period (2016–2022). This project is in the center of Union 
Bay, a precious ecosystem, and close to the homes of many Seattle 
residents. Years of endless construction are completely unacceptable.  n

Talaris Update
On November 25, the property 
owner filed a Land Use Petition Act 
(LUPA) appeal in Superior Court 
seeking to invalidate the City’s 
November 6 historic landmark 
designation. LCC filed a motion 
December 13 to intervene, which 
was granted January 7, meaning 
LCC will have a place at the table in 
the lawsuit and that the court has 
recognized that LCC has a legally 
cognizable interest in the fate of the 
property.
LCC is meeting with representatives 
from Talaris, Historic Seattle, Wash. 
Trust for Historic Preservation, and 
Friends of Battelle/Talaris to discuss 
future use, development and 
preservation of the site.  n



$10 first-time Brow 
Wax, 10% off Retail,  

20% off Facials.
Valid in December, only at 

Laurelhurst location.

4413 38th Ave NE, Seattle. 
206.466.1367.  

thewaxbarseattle.com

Call (206) 523-7315 for a 
personal visit and to learn more

about Ida Culver House Ravenna.
  2315 NE 65th St, Seattle • eraliving.com          
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UNCLASSIFIEDS

AVAILABLE VARIETY SERVICES: House cleaning, 
laundry, ironing, alterations, cooking, etc.  
Mary, 286-8093.
BEST CLEANING LLC: 20 years cleaning 
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Regular 
cleaning and special projects; before and after 
party cleaning; weekends; discounts for first 
time cleaning; quality guaranteed.  
206-948-2433. bestcleaning@outlook.com.
CHEERFUL AND RESPONSIBLE BABYSITTER: 
Laurelhurst resident 8th grader (13 yrs) who 
loves children and pets is available to babysit 
evenings & weekends. On-line booking!  
www.laurelhurstbabysitter.com
CRYSTAL CLEANERS: Your most reliable, afford-
able, and prompt house cleaning service. By 
appointment only: 206-930-1508.
FOR SALE: 2001 Toyota Corolla, one owner, 
only 23,000 miles, very good condition, $5,500. 
206-522-5011.
HOME ORGANIZATION & MOVING SERVICE: 
Complete coordination of your move or simply 
helping to downsize, organize, de-clutter and 
simplify your life! Katie Hennings Larson @ 
206.307.9424 / www.MovesMadeSimple.com 
PAINTING: Luis Ramirez, 465-3593. Interior and 
exterior. Great Laurelhurst references. Bonded 
and insured. Any size job welcome.
RAPID COMPUTER HELP: PC/Mac. Upgrades; 
hardware, software installation; troubleshooting, 
repair. Spyware, virus removal. Windows,  
MS Office certifications. Local References.  
Matt, 206-498-8901.

REMODELING/HANDYMAN SERVICES: “Bob 
of All Trades.” Licensed, Bonded, Insured.
Lic#BOBALAT936N3. Reasonable rates, 
experienced, professional, reliable. www.
BobOfAllTrades.com. Email: bobstocco@gmail.
com or call 425-301-9265.
VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED: Help seniors 
get out and about to their medical appoint-
ments and social visits. Start making a 
difference for your neighbors today! Visit our 
website at www.nestseattle.org for more infor-
mation, or call (206)-525-6378.

The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times 
a year. DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per 
issue, with a five-issue commitment paid in 
advance. UNCLASSIFIED ADS are free for 
PAID members of the Laurelhurst Community 
Club, except that repeat ads or ads deemed 
commercial cost $20; 25-word maximum.  
Email copy to laurelhurstnews@comcast.net. 

Thanks to our advertisers for their support. 
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3811 NE 45th – 206.524.9246 
www.theSeattleGYM.com

Annual New Year Special – Save up to 40%

Call (206) 306-7920 for a 
personal visit & to learn more.

Where senior living is full of JOY.

  450 NE 100th Street, Seattle • aljoya.com          

                Partnership for a Lifetime 
                          Excellence Education Prevention 

                          Comfort Compassion 

              206-528-1980
                       www.hhvh.net

Robin E. Riedinger, DVM
Brandi L. Eskesen, DVM
William G. Riley, DVM

4020 NE 55th St   Seattle, WA - across from Metropolitan Market

SEATTLE SKIN & LASER
Cosmetic    Medical    Surgical Dermatology 

www.seattleskinandlaser.com    

(206) 525-1168 
3216 NE 45th Place, Suite 203, Seattle WA  98105

Proud to be a Laurelhurst business!
We treat infants, children, teens & adults

We help people age where they’re 
most comfortable. At home.

Meal Preparation Hourly/Live In 
Light Housekeeping Skilled Nursing 
Errands/Shopping Care Management

www.familyresourcehomecare.com 
206.545.1092

Environmental Medicine       Primary Care       Annual Exams 
IV Therapy       Physical Therapy       Manual Therapy      Nutrition

206.535.7527
www.naturalmedicineofseattle.com

Sign up for LCC’s Constant Contact 
electronic newsletter for time-
critical communications: email 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net.

MOVING INTO LIFE’S NEXT PHASE? I CAN HELP.

Understanding the individual needs of clients 65 and older 

MANAGING BROKER, SENIOR TRANSITIONS SPECIALIST 
206-228-8558 

cmillan@windermere.com 
www.cathymillan.com

Laurelhurst Blog 
http://thelaurelhurstblog.
blogspot.com/  
News, events, issues, restaurants, 
businesses and lots more. Email 
a tip or story idea or subscribe at 
laurelhurstblogger@gmail.com.  n 

Join us for our HAPPY HOUR  
Tues., Wed., & Thurs. 12-3 p.m. and enjoy 20% off  

your service and some well-deserved pampering!  

206.527.0070
5414 Sand Point Way NE 
www.salonviolette.com 

YOUR AD HERE!

Contact 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net 

$375 for 5 issues

Your advertising supports LCC.

A huge thank you to 
Laurelhurst neighbor 
Ray Shanahan, who so 
generously is donating 
painting services for 
the recently completed 
basketball court at 
Waterway No. 1. 
Game on!

www.laurelhurstcc.com  
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LAURELHURST
Laurelhurst Community Club

PMB #373, 4616 25th Ave. NE
Seattle, WA 98105

OFFICERS & TRUSTEES

Jeannie Hale, President  525-5135 
email: jeannieh@serv.net

Colleen McAleer, VP 525-0219 
Emily Dexter, Treas.526-2927 
Robin Chalmers 525-2028 
Kevin Chang  235-5253 
Kay Kelly  522-6773 
Linda Luiten 522-5607 

Brian McMullen 367-9325 
Liz Ogden  517-5862 
Stan Sorscher 522-7660 
Don Torrie 524-4316 
Maggie Weissman 226-0543 
Leslie Wright 229-1505 

Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net; 229-1505

Aircraft Noise Hotline 433-5393 
Animal Control 386-7387 
Police Emergency or Reporting 911 
Police, Non-emergency 625-5011 
Community Center 684-7529 
Children’s Construction Hotline  987-7744 
24-Hour Crisis Line 206-461-3222 

crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com 

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com

Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc. 
3505 NE 45th St., Seattle, WA  98105 

(206) 522-7003

Helen Kelleher Senseney   909-9367 
Dick Loudon                        818-2972 
Jenn Flynn                           427-3900 
Cynthia Williams 769-7140 
E. John Doubt   491-7599

February 2014

Kate Allen  612-8424 
Debbie Jenner Culp 930-3888
Kim Dales  235-7772
Mary Gibson  650-4341
Mark Holden   409-4441
Dale Kaneko  947-1223
Cathy Millan  228-8558
John Pettas  734-8098
Barbara Shikiar 484-2446
Jeri Smith  295-8785
Maggie Weissman 226-0543

  Unique and carefully
 selected clothing for 

men and women.

Locally Owned
2906 NE 55th Seattle, WA 98105

www.jackjerome.com

Jon L. Way, DDS, MS, PLLC
Allyson S. Dkeidek, DDS, PLLC
Specialists in Pediatric Dentistry

Diplomates, American Board  
of Pediatric Dentistry

4500 Sand Point Way NE, Suite 208 
Phone: 206-525-4777  www.jonlwaydds.com

Deanna Irwin-Sires, MPT, OCS
www.VillagePTSeattle.com 

5417 Ivanhoe Place NE 
Seattle, WA 98105  
206-498-8496

Deanna@VillagePTSeattle.com 

 

Laurelhurst After School Enrichment Rooms Laurelhurst After School Enrichment Rooms Laurelhurst After School Enrichment Rooms    

 LASER Programs:  
 *“Rising Stars” Pre-K Readiness Program (4 & 5 year-olds) 
 *  Licensed Before/After School Childcare  (K–6th) 
 *  Before and After School Enrichment Classes 
 *  Day Camp on School Holidays and Breaks (K-6th)  
 *  Weekly Summer Camp (K-6th)  

 
Transportation is available through Seattle Public Schools (Please check with your individual school). 

For more information on our programs, rates, forms and camp schedules,  
please go to www.laserchildcare.org  

   www.laserchildcare.org    •    (206) 525-9160       •   laserinfo@comcast.net  
4530 46th Ave N.E.   •   Seattle WA 98105

(Located on Laurelhurst Elementary School Grounds) 
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 *  Before and After School Enrichment Classes 
 *  Day Camp on School Holidays and Breaks (K-6th)  
 *  Weekly Summer Camp (K-6th)  

 
Transportation is available through Seattle Public Schools (Please check with your individual school). 

For more information on our programs, rates, forms and camp schedules,  
please go to www.laserchildcare.org  

   www.laserchildcare.org    •    (206) 525-9160       •   laserinfo@comcast.net  
4530 46th Ave N.E.   •   Seattle WA 98105

(Located on Laurelhurst Elementary School Grounds) 

Local 
Child 
Care!

Pre-K 
Readiness 
Program!

L.A.S.E.R. CHILDCARE PROGRAMS

Offering Before/After School Child Care, Day and Summer 
Camp, a Pre-K Readiness Program, and Enrichment Classes.

	  
4540 Sand Point Way NE, Suite 140, Seattle 98105  (206) 525-7000

12819 120th Ave. NE, Suite H, Kirkland 98034  (425) 821-0808

Over 20 years of 
experience. Offering
Invisalign and braces. 
Call for a 
complimentary 
evaluation today!  
Flexible payment plans. 

 

 
 

Trask Orthodontics 
Orthodontics for all ages 

 
4540 Sand Point Way N.E. #300 

Seattle, WA 98105 
206-526-7846 

 

 
 

Trask Orthodontics 
Orthodontics for all ages 

 
4540 Sand Point Way N.E. #300 

Seattle, WA 98105 
206-526-7846 

Independent | Progressive | Catholic
Preschool thru 8th grade

Discover What’s Inside

OPEN HOUSE
 January 10, 2014 | 9 a.m. - noon

206-524-8885 | www.thevilla.org

YOUR AD HERE!

Contact 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net 

$375 for 5 issues 
Your advertising funds  

the newsletter.


