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talaris site Zoning update / Background
The Talaris property owner is asking the City of Seattle to approve a 
Comprehensive Plan amendment for 2014 consideration that would 
upzone the property from single-family to multi-family. Laurelhurst 
Community Club has said NO, do not include this proposed amendment 
on the policy docket for further review and consideration. Thank you to 
all who submitted written comments, signed the iPetition, and/or 
attended the July 11 public hearing held by the City Council’s Planning, 
Land Use and Sustainability Committee regarding this critical issue.
The Details
LCC has monitored land use at the Battelle (now Talaris) site for three 
decades through a succession of owners and uses. It has come to the 
fore again, with a proposal by the current owner to change the site’s 
zoning designation from single-family to multi-family and to upzone and 
redevelop the site with a combination of predominantly multi-family 
(rental) and commercial uses. 
LCC does not oppose responsible redevelopment of the site. It has 
however expressed reservations to the City Council about the current 
owner’s proposal. LCC has pointed out that the City’s Land Use Code 
includes flexible options for redevelopment of single-family sites that 
should be publicly explored before wholesale re-designation of the site 
away from its long-standing single-family zoning. 
The City Council will decide later this summer whether the owner’s 
request for re-designation as multi-family will go forward for study and a 
subsequent up-or-down decision. LCC has suggested to the Council that 
moving the question forward now would be premature, because the 
owner has yet to make the case that the current single-family zoning, 
including its Planned Residential Development (PRD) provisions, won’t 
work. Even if the Council does forward the proposed re-designation to 
multi-family for study, its ultimate adoption is not at all a certainty. 
Community members interested in the fate of the site should join LCC 
in monitoring the situation closely and letting the Mayor (and would-
be Mayors) and Councilmembers (and would-be Councilmembers) 
know your views. (See LCC’s website for updates.)
To date, the owner’s arguments for “my way” – the multi-family upzone 
and rental housing plan – or “the highway” – the 90-unit subdivision that 
the owner says must obliterate trees and open space – have not 
persuaded the LCC Trustees. LCC has pointed out that the 90-unit single-
family proposal the owner’s agents have deployed does not utilize the 
Planned Residential Development (PRD) chapter of the Single Family 
Code. Per the Code the purpose of a PRD is to provide flexibility for 
single-family development:

A PRD is intended to enhance and preserve natural features, encourage 
the construction of affordable housing, allow for development and 
design flexibility, and protect and prevent harm in environmentally 
critical areas. PRDs allow clustering, townhouses, row houses, cottage 
housing, density bonuses, preservation of landscaping, open space, 
environmentally critical areas and all the elements that should go into 
responsible redevelopment of the Battelle site. Meanwhile, the 
underlying single-family zoning – an important factor – is preserved. 

LCC Crime Prevention 
report and tips
Terrie Johnston, a crime watch 
coordinator for the Seattle Police 
Department (SPD), recently 
participated in a neighborhood 
meeting and discussed current 
crime trends. She reported that 
day-time burglaries are up 100%  
in Northeast Seattle compared with 
last year. This statistic reflects 
what we are seeing in Laurelhurst. 
Most of the burglaries are 
happening between 9 a.m. and  
2 p.m. when people are away.

Key Points
n  It’s common for people to knock 
on the door to see if anyone is 
home and then go to the back, or 
have an accomplice go to the back, 
and break in. So if you are home 
and someone knocks, always 
answer (but don’t open) the door, 
so they know you are home. Don’t 
open the door, but talk to them 
through the glass or from an 
upstairs window. If you are home 
alone, pretend someone else is 
with you by saying something like, 
“Hold on,  Dave, someone is at the 
door.” This also is important when 
young teenagers are home alone.
n  Call 911 if some is on your 
property who shouldn’t be there – 
don’t worry about it being 
non-emergency.
n  Lock your doors, even if you  
are working in the back yard.  
Many of these crimes are crimes  
of opportunity when doors are left 
unlocked.
n  With day-time robberies, it’s less 
about lights and more about 
alarms. So if you have an alarm, 
use it when you are away and also 
at night when you are home. It is 
helpful to set your doors to “chime” 
so you can hear if someone comes 
through a door or window while 
you are home. If you’re not in the 
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July 8 (Mon.) 7 p.m.  
LCC Board of trustees 
Laurelhurst Community Center 
July 13 (Sat.) 10 a.m. to noon 
suN Park Weed and sweep 
47th Ave NE and NE 47th St. 
u Village summer Concerts 
(Wed.) 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

July 10, The Nowhere Men 
July 17, Mycle Wastman 
July 24, The Dudley Manlove Quartet 
July 31, LeRoy Bell & His Only Friends 
august 7, The Paperboys 
august 14, Clinton Fearon & The 
Boogie Brown Band 
august 21, Hit Explosion

July 18 (Thurs.) 6 to 8 p.m. 
Nest Ice Cream social Block Party 
5751 33rd Avenue NE, 525-6378
august 6 (Tues.) 
Neighbors’ Night Out 
www.seattle.gov/police/nightout
Master Gardener Clinic  
Mondays, 4 to 8 p.m. 
Center for Urban Horticulture Atrium
Drop off donations for Elizabeth Gregory 
House, a U District women’s shelter, with 
Huda Giddens at 4338 N.E. 44th St. 
(Leave in dark green, covered bin at the 
front of the house.)

Talaris redevelopment update - continued from page 1

Obliteride! august 9-11, ride to help end Cancer
From obliteride.org website:
Sure, it looks like a bike ride, but Obliteride is really a new, community-
wide effort to accelerate lifesaving, breakthrough research at Fred 
Hutchinson Cancer Research Center.
We are creating a movement of people committed to obliterating cancer 
and saving lives faster. It culminates in a memorable, inspiring bike ride 
August 9-11, 2013, that is quintessentially Northwest. Choose from four 
routes and make a day or a weekend of it. And thanks to our sponsors, 
100% of every dollar raised goes directly to research so the more money 
we raise as a community, the closer we are to a cure. It’s going to take 
all of us. Ride. Donate. Volunteer. Tell others. Ending cancer starts here.
Through Obliteride, you support lifesaving, breakthrough cancer research 
at Fred Hutch. www.obliteride.org  n
Obliteride is an initiative of Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, a nonprofit 
corporation incorporated in the state of Washington and accepting donations from all 
50 states. Their tax ID number is 23-7156071.  

An Overview of LCC’s History of Involvement with this Site
The site was originally developed as an Institute for Advanced Study 
(“IAS”) by the Battelle Memorial Institute, one of several in the 
Washington and around the country. However, by the late 1980s, 
Laurelhurst neighbors noticed increasing off-site impacts, particularly 
related to parking and traffic. It appeared that the site use had evolved 
into a venue available for hire for conferences, events, unrelated to any 
IAS function. Even as the impacts of those uses were spilling out into the 
surrounding neighborhood, Battelle indicated it intended to expand 
despite community concerns and requests for a mitigation agreement.
As a result, LCC opposed Battelle’s plans before the Seattle Hearing 
Examiner. Our attorney, Peter Eglick, argued that Battelle’s use, even as 
an IAS, was “nonconforming” under the City’s Land Use Code and that 
expansion was not permitted. The City’s Hearing Examiner, Honorable 
Leroy McCullough, now a respected King County Superior Court judge, 
ruled for LCC. As a result, Battelle came to the negotiating table. In a 
1991 binding settlement agreement facilitated by then City Council Land 
Use Committee Chair Sue Donaldson, LCC agreed to support a Land Use 
Code amendment to make Battelle’s IAS use conforming. In return, 
Battelle agreed to parameters for expansion and mitigation so that its 
impacts were largely contained on the site. Landscaping standards and 
preservation were also built into the agreement. Another key aspect 
prohibited Battelle from giving control of the site to any Seattle Major 
Institution, such as the University of Washington or Children’s Hospital.
That settlement agreement proved durable over the years. It was a 
significant factor in turning back a proposal to convert the site to Seattle 
Community College use in the 1990s and it has provided a base over the 
years for negotiation of redevelopment plans with various site owners. 
The last such renegotiation was in 2005 when, after months of working 
with the owner’s representatives, LCC Trustees signed off on settlement 
agreement amendments for elaborate expansion of the site’s IAS, while 
maintaining the underlying single-family zoning. However, despite 
representations made to LCC, the redevelopment was not implemented. 
The Owner Now Demands a Rezone to Multi-Family
It is that same owner who has now demanded that the City rezone the 
site to multi-family from single family so that it can be developed largely 
with multi-family residential and commercial uses. The owner’s agents 
claim that the current single-family zoning does not allow for 
preservation of open space and trees on the site. They have insisted that 
a 90-unit cookie cutter plat with wholesale redevelopment of 
environmentally critical areas, loss of open space, and removal of trees 
must occur if the rezone to multi-family is not approved. And the owner’s 
representatives have threatened from the start that if the rezone is not 
allowed, the owner will proceed with this subdivision alternative.  n

habit of using your alarm, you 
might consider adding a remote 
key fob for your system so it’s easy 
to turn the alarm on and off – 
similar to locking your car.
n  SPD recommends registering 
your cell phone with smart911.
com, which allows 911 operators  
to immediately see your address 
on the screen. Without the 
registration, if you make an 
emergency call with your cell 
phone, responders can pinpoint 
your location within a two-block 
radius, but no closer.  
Terrie Johnston, SPD Crime 
Prevention Coordinator for the 
North Precinct Community Police 
Team, is available to come out and 
meet with a group of neighbors or 
visit individual homes to do a 
security check. Contact her at 
684-7711 or e-mail  
terrie.johnston@seattle.gov.
Thanks to Brian McMullen and 
Linda Luiten, LCC Trustees and 
Crime Prevention Committee, for 
this report. Please email 
crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.
com to report incidences, but 
always call 911 first!  n

Crime update - continued from page 1



Call (206) 523-7315 for a 
personal visit and to learn more

about Ida Culver House Ravenna.
  2315 NE 65th St, Seattle • eraliving.com          

                Partnership for a Lifetime 
                          Excellence Education Prevention 

                          Comfort Compassion 

              206-528-1980
                       www.hhvh.net

Robin E. Riedinger, DVM
Brandi L. Eskesen, DVM

4020 NE 55th St   Seattle, WA - across from Metropolitan Market
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AVAILABLE VARIETY SERVICES: Housecleaning, 
laundry, ironing, alterations, cooking, etc.  
Mary, 286-8093.
BEST CLEANING LLC: 20 years cleaning 
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Regular 
cleaning and special projects; before and after 
party cleaning; weekends; discounts for first 
time cleaning; quality guaranteed.  
206-948-2433. bestcleaning@outlook.com.
CHEERFUL AND RESPONSIBLE BABYSITTER: 
Laurelhurst resident 7th grader (13 yrs) who 
loves children and pets is available to babysit 
evenings & weekends. On-line booking!  
www.laurelhurstbabysitter.com
DOG WALKER: Experienced, honest, reliable dog 
walker with excellent references and reasonable 
rates. www.walkdogwalk.com, e-mail walkdog-
walk@gmail.com, or call Erin Jensen at 384-
2125. Licensed and insured. 
HOME ORGANIZATION & MOVING SERVICE: 
Simplify your home! 1/3 off labor - new custom-
ers only. De-cluttering, organizing, downsizing 

or moving assistance. Professional, reliable, 
great references. Katie Hennings Larson @ 
206.307.9424 / www.MovesMadeSimple.com 
PAINTING: Luis Ramirez, 465-3593. Interior 
and exterior. Great Laurelhurst references. 
Bonded and insured. Any size job welcome.
RAPID COMPUTER HELP: PC/Mac. Upgrades; 
hardware, software installation; troubleshoot-
ing, repair. Spyware, virus removal. Windows,  
MS Office certifications. Local References.  
Matt, 206-498-8901.
REMODELING/HANDYMAN SERVICES: “Bob 
of All Trades.” Licensed, Bonded, Insured.
Lic#BOBALAT936N3. Reasonable rates, 
experienced, professional, reliable. www.
BobOfAllTrades.com. Email: bobstocco@gmail.
com or call 425-301-9265.
VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED: Give your 
senior neighbors rides. Help seniors get out 
and about to their medical appointments and 
social visits. Start making a difference for your 
neighbors today! Enjoy a flexible schedule and 
the opportunity to connect with many new 
seniors. We serve the Northeast Seattle area.
Visit our website at www.nestseattle.org for 
more information, or call (206)-525-6378. We 
look forward to you joining our NEST!

The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times 
a year. DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per 
issue, with a five-issue commitment paid in 
advance. UNCLASSIFIED ADS are free for 
PAID members of the Laurelhurst Community 
Club, except that repeat ads or ads deemed 
commercial cost $20; 25-word maximum.  
Email copy to laurelhurstnews@comcast.net. 

 

 
 

Trask Orthodontics 
Orthodontics for all ages 

 
4540 Sand Point Way N.E. #300 

Seattle, WA 98105 
206-526-7846 

 

 
 

Trask Orthodontics 
Orthodontics for all ages 
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Seattle, WA 98105 
206-526-7846 

TOUCH OF COLOR SALONTOUCH OF COLOR SALON

For new clients only:   
Hair cuts = $20 off women, $8 off men  

Free hair cut ($59 value) with  
any purchase of chemical service. 
www.touchofcolorsalon.com 

206-522-1900
Facebook 

login: amanda touch of 
color salon

We’ve been renovating, refurbishing & 
restoring the beautiful Laurelhurst 

neighborhood for 25 years!
Steve Williams  •  206.522.9994

www.TheWilliamsCompanySeattle.com

LAURELHURST

T
H
E

3811 NE 45th – 206.524.9246 
www.theSeattleGYM.com

Have You Tried the Hot New Fitness Class?

Call (206) 306-7920 for a 
personal visit & to learn more.

Where senior living is full of JOY.

  450 NE 100th Street, Seattle • aljoya.com          

SEATTLE SKIN & LASER
Cosmetic    Medical    Surgical Dermatology 

www.seattleskinandlaser.com    

(206) 525-1168 
3216 NE 45th Place, Suite 203, Seattle WA  98105

Proud to be a Laurelhurst business!
We treat infants, children, teens & adults

www.laurelhurstcc.com  

We help people age where they’re 
most comfortable. At home.

Meal Preparation Hourly/Live In 
Light Housekeeping Skilled Nursing 
Errands/Shopping Care Management

www.familyresourcehomecare.com 
206.545.1092

8th annual 
Wedgwood art 
Festival July 13 + 14
This fun filled event features a 
juried art festival, kid’s activities, 
community information, and 
more musical acts and food 
vendors than ever before.  
The festival is located at the 
Gathering Place at Hunter Tree 
Farm. wedgwoodfestival.com

Environmental Medicine       Primary Care       Annual Exams 
IV Therapy       Physical Therapy       Manual Therapy      Nutrition

206.535.7527
www.naturalmedicineofseattle.com

sign up for LCC’s Constant Contact 
electronic newsletter for time-
critical communications: email 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net.

Laurelhurst Blog  
http://thelaurelhurstblog.blogspot.
com/  
News, events, issues, restaurants, businesses and 
lots more. If you have a tip or story idea, send an 
email to laurelhurstblogger@gmail.com.  n 
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LaureLhurst
Laurelhurst Community Club

PMB #373, 4616 25th Ave. NE
Seattle, WA 98105

OFFICers & trustees

Jeannie Hale, President  525-5135 
email: jeannieh@serv.net

Colleen McAleer, VP 525-0219 
Stan Sorscher, Sec. 522-7660 
Emily Dexter, Treas.526-2927 
Kevin Chang  235-5253 
Kay Kelly  522-6773 
Linda Luiten 522-5607 

Brian McMullen 367-9325 
Liz Ogden  517-5862 
Don Torrie 524-4316 
Maggie Weissman 527-6646 
Leslie Wright 229-1505 

Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net; 229-1505

aircraft Noise hotline 433-5393 
animal Control 386-7387 
Police emergency or reporting 911 
Police, Non-emergency 625-5011 
Community Center 684-7529 
Children’s Construction hotline  987-7744 
24-hour Crisis Line 206-461-3222 

crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com 

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com

Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc. 
3505 NE 45th St., Seattle, WA  98105 

(206) 522-7003

Helen Kelleher Senseney   909-9367 
Dick Loudon                        818-2972 
Jenn Flynn                           427-3900 
Cynthia Williams 769-7140 
E. John Doubt   491-7599

July/august 2013

Kate Allen  612-8424 
Debbie Jenner Culp 930-3888
Kim Dales  235-7772
Mary Gibson  650-4341
Mark Holden   409-4441
Dale Kaneko  947-1223
Cathy Millan  228-8558
John Pettas  734-8098
Barbara Shikiar 484-2446
Jeri Smith  295-8785
Maggie Weissman 226-0543

  Unique and carefully
 selected clothing for 

men and women.

Locally Owned
2906 NE 55th Seattle, WA 98105

www.jackjerome.com

Jon L. Way, DDS, MS, PLLC
Allyson S. Dkeidek, DDS, PLLC
Specialists in Pediatric Dentistry

Diplomates, American Board  
of Pediatric Dentistry

4500 Sand Point Way NE, Suite 208 
Phone: 206-525-4777  www.jonlwaydds.com

Up to 20% off all Washington 
and California wines.  
20% off on pre-order cases.
5436 Sand Point Way NE, Seattle 98105 
206-525-4340

CycleU.com • Bring ad in for 20% off repair

Daily Indoor Cycle Classes • Bicycle Repair
Behind City People’s

Deanna Irwin-Sires, MPT, OCS
www.VillagePTSeattle.com 

5417 Ivanhoe Place NE 
Seattle, WA 98105  
206-498-8496

Deanna@VillagePTSeattle.com 

 

Laurelhurst After School Enrichment Rooms Laurelhurst After School Enrichment Rooms Laurelhurst After School Enrichment Rooms    

 LASER Programs:  
 *“Rising Stars” Pre-K Readiness Program (4 & 5 year-olds) 
 *  Licensed Before/After School Childcare  (K–6th) 
 *  Before and After School Enrichment Classes 
 *  Day Camp on School Holidays and Breaks (K-6th)  
 *  Weekly Summer Camp (K-6th)  

 
Transportation is available through Seattle Public Schools (Please check with your individual school). 

For more information on our programs, rates, forms and camp schedules,  
please go to www.laserchildcare.org  

   www.laserchildcare.org    •    (206) 525-9160       •   laserinfo@comcast.net  
4530 46th Ave N.E.   •   Seattle WA 98105

(Located on Laurelhurst Elementary School Grounds) 
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Local 
Child 
Care!

Pre-K 
readiness 
Program!

L.A.S.E.R. CHILDCARE PROGRAMS

Offering Before/After School Child Care, Day and Summer 
Camp, a Pre-K Readiness Program, and Enrichment Classes.

	  
4540 Sand Point Way NE, Suite 140, Seattle 98105  (206) 525-7000

12819 120th Ave. NE, Suite H, Kirkland 98034  (425) 821-0808

Over 20 years of 
experience. Offering
Invisalign and braces. 
Call for a 
complimentary 
evaluation today!  
Flexible payment plans. 


