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Community Leaders  
Recognized
The LCC Annual Neighbors 
Meeting was held Mon., June 
9. Approximately 60 neighbors 
attended this informative gathering 
and election of LCC trustees. 

The following neighbors were 
celebrated for their outstanding 
contributions:
Claudine Lawlor and Kristin 
Luttinen for their work fund 
raising and coordinating the 
resurfacing project for the 
Waterway No. 1 basketball court.
Representative Gerry Pollet,  
46th District, for his leadership on 
community issues including 
legislation limiting backyard and 
side-yard houses, jumpstarting the 
Magnuson Park radiation clean up, 
as well as SR-520 concerns.
Susan Holliday for her work on 
SUBA, Saving Union Bay 
Association, which initiated the 
successful milfoil management 
program as well as efforts to deal 
with non-migrating Canadian geese 
and invasive white water lilies.
The following neighbors were 
reelected to serve on the LCC 
Board of Trustees: Kathryn Kelly, 
Jeannie Hale, Brian McMullen, Liz 
Ogden, Don Torrie, and Maggie 
Weissman.
LCC Attorney Peter Eglick 
provided an overview of the 
proposed redevelopment of the 
18-Acre Battelle/Talaris Site.  n

Summer Concerts @ U Village 
Wed., 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
July 30: Eldridge Gravy & The 
Court Supreme 
August 6: The Paperboys 
August 13: Vicci Martinez 
August 20: Hit Explosion

What’s the Talaris Redevelopment Status?
Introduction 
The 18-acre Talaris (formerly Battelle) site in the heart of Laurelhurst has 
been a focus of LCC concern for over three decades. Commencing in the 
1980s, neighbors objected to Battelle’s increasing impacts on the neighbor-
hood and its advertisement of the site for hotel and catering services open to 
the general public. In 1991, LCC and Battelle negotiated a Settlement Agree-
ment binding Battelle and its successors to limitations on development, an 
agreed landscape plan, and legally enforceable “covenants running with the 
land,” keyed to the site’s single-family zoning and barring major institution 
(such as UW or Children’s Hospital) use of the site. 
By 2004, the current owner had acquired the property, renamed Talaris. The 
owner now wants to redevelop the site. Despite the history of agreements 
with LCC, the Talaris owner has chosen to try to work around rather than with 
LCC. This can best be understood by reviewing the milestones in the current 
Talaris episode, which are listed below. 

Tell LCC How the Talaris Fence Impacts You
The owner’s representatives have not responded positively to repeated LCC 
requests to negotiate. They have made it clear that the fence will not be 
removed and that they may even “padlock” the site. In considering what to 
do about this, LCC needs to hear from you. How you have used the site over 
the years? Comments we have heard range from daily dog walking to 
baseball and soccer games, duck watching, and regular strolls to enjoy the 
vegetation and landscape design. Please send us an email telling us how 
and for how long you have used the site! Let us know how best to follow up 
and reach you. And if convenient, please email photos of your use.  
Send email to jeannieh@serv.net.

Timeline of Talaris Events
July 29, 2013: Talaris makes unilateral proposal to eliminate the site’s single-
family designation. Responding to LCC concerns, including about lack of 
consultation with neighbors, Seattle City Council rejects the proposal.
September 15-17, 2013: Without approval, Talaris commences installation of  
a chain link fence surrounding the site. Long-standing public access is cut off, 
surveillance cameras are installed, and trespassing signs are posted threat-
ening prosecution for those brave enough to  enter the site. These actions 
violate the 1991 Settlement Agreement with LCC as well as City Ordinance. 
November 5, 2013: Talaris files an application with the City to redevelop the 
site with an 82-lot single family subdivision.
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LCC Needs Your Extra Contribution 
The Battelle/Talaris redevelopment project 
means LCC’s attorney and land use consultants 
are working on behalf of neighbors to try to 
negotiate the best possible alternative for our 
community. This takes money! Annual dues  
alone will not cover these bills.
Please make your tax-deductible donations  
to the Laurelhurst Community Club Foundation, a 
501(c)(3), today! Send checks to the PO Box listed on 
the mailing panel of this newsletter or  
contribute online at www.laurelhurstcc.com.
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CALENDAR
August 9 (Sat.) 10 a.m. to noon 
SUN Park Weed and Sweep 
47th Ave NE and NE 47th St. 
August 9 (Sat.) 1 to 3 p.m. 
Doggie Wash Benefits Children’s 
Hawthorne Hills Veterinary Hospital 
4020 NE 55th St., across from Met Market
August 22 (Fri.)  
Deadline for Laurelhurst Newsletter 
Copy and Ads 
September 8 (Mon.) 7 p.m.  
LCC Board of Trustees 
Laurelhurst Community Center
Master Gardener Clinic  
Mondays, 4 to 8 p.m. 
Center for Urban Horticulture Atrium
Drop off donations for Elizabeth Gregory 
House, a U District women’s shelter, with 
Huda Giddens at 4338 N.E. 44th St. 
(Leave in dark green, covered bin at the 
front of the house.)

Talaris Update continued from page 1
What’s “Pinging” in 
Yesler Swamp?
Fred Hoffer provided this update 
on the Yesler Swamp website.

That’s the sound of Washington 
Conservation Corps building the 
Yesler Swamp trail!
Thanks to the generosity of our 
community, construction of the 
boardwalk is finally under way. 
The trail is supported by special 
pin piles to protect the fragile 
shoreline environment. The work 
crew is now beginning to place 
the pin piles and construct the 
ADA-accessible cedar boardwalk. 
Portions of the boardwalk loop 
will be finished in the next few 
months and we expect to have 
the entire project completed in 
2015. Then, the community – 
young and old –will be able to 
safely enjoy the water, the birds, 
the beavers, and the amazing 
restoration taking place in  
beautiful Yesler Swamp!

Carol Arnold reported the 
Department of Neighborhood City 
Wide Review Team has 
recommended an award of $63,645 
for Yesler Swamp, which must be 
approved by the City Council at its 
meeting on July 28. Cash match is 
$14,000, and donations are 
accepted through both the UW 
Foundation and the Seattle Parks 
Foundation. For more information, 
visit www.yeslerswamp.org.  n

November 6, 2013: Despite Talaris opposition, the Landmarks Preservation 
Board votes unanimously to designate the Talaris site and structures as a 
landmark. Under the City’s landmarks law, the adoption of the nomination 
means there can be no alterations on the site without Board approval. The 
designation starts a period in which Talaris and the Board are supposed to 
negotiate “controls and incentives” for preservation of the site.   
November 25, 2013: The Talaris owner files Superior Court lawsuit against 
City to invalidate the November 6 historic landmark designation and to 
establish that the subdivision application vested. Talaris and City attorneys 
almost immediately cut a deal to stay the lawsuit for nine months, leaving it 
hanging over the City agencies as they consider what to do about Talaris’ 
subdivision application and the landmark designation. 
December 13, 2013: LCC files a Motion to Intervene in the Talaris Superior 
Court lawsuit, noting that it has a legal stake and a long-time interest in the 
status and disposition of the site.  
January 7, 2014: Despite absence of support from City Attorney and opposi-
tion by Talaris the Superior Court grants LCC intervener party status.  
January 22 and February 11, 2014: LCC and historic preservation represen-
tatives meet with Talaris owner representatives to explore potential agree-
ment on redevelopment. Talaris representatives suggest they have a concept  
for an expanded hotel and conference center, but refuse to release specifics 
in response to LCC request. Talaris subsequently refuses to negotiate further 
with LCC. 
February 27, 2014: In response to a request by LCC, the City holds a public 
comment meeting about the Talaris redevelopment at the Laurelhurst 
Community Center. At the meeting, LCC urges adoption of a moderate 
proposal for redevelopment of the site in place of the extreme concepts 
advocated by Talaris and others. 
March – May 2014: LCC learns through documents obtained from City under 
Public Records Act that Talaris and City agencies have arranged a meeting 
about potential changes to the Land Use Code to accommodate possible 
Talaris hotel and conference center expansion plans. 
July 2, 2014: Talaris requests a six-month extension from the Landmarks 
Board on negotiation to guide future development consistent with the 
landmark designation. There is no indication that negotiations have even 
commenced. LCC objects and notes neighbor comments that the owner is 
meanwhile degrading the site. The owner’s representative tells the Land-
marks Board that the neighborhood is “obstructionist” and threatens that the 
site owner might “padlock it…with no further maintenance being done, and 
the natural state would take over.” The Board rejects the request for a 
six-month extension and reluctantly grants a three-month extension. 
Two Options Under Consideration
LCC’s focus is on ensuring that any redevelopment of the site is based on 
compatible land uses, preventing adverse impacts, and preserving as much 
public access and open space as possible. LCC is concerned that the two 
development proposals most often mentioned for the site – the 82-lot 
subdivision and the possible expanded hotel/commercial/office development 
– represent extreme propositions. While a subdivision could offer a perma-
nent answer to the question of the site’s future, the particular subdivision 
laid out by Talaris maximizes density, inappropriately impinges upon impor-
tant site features and amenities, and does not make use of clustering and 
other Land Use Code alternatives for development. On the other hand, 
excessive expansion of hotel/office/conference center use would result in the 
kinds of neighborhood impacts that first prompted community objections 
thirty years ago. And, in the absence of a new binding settlement agreement 
with LCC, it would leave portions of the 18-acre site targeted for even more 
development down the road.
Bottom Line
LCC has invested a tremendous amount of money and its trustees have 
devoted many, many hours over the years to ensuring compatible, respon-
sible development and use of the Talaris site. They are disappointed by the 
Owner’s current approach. LCC is not the driver of any development option 
and did not put the property in play. LCC does, however, have a legally 
binding Settlement Agreement and a stake in the use of the parcel in the 
heart of its neighborhood. LCC will continue, as it has over the past decades 
to work for a long-lasting, neighborhood-friendly solution that respects the 
quality of life in an established single-family zoned community.  n



Call (206) 523-7315 for a 
personal visit and to learn more

about Ida Culver House Ravenna.
  2315 NE 65th St, Seattle • eraliving.com          
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UNCLASSIFIEDS

BEST CLEANING LLC: 22 years cleaning 
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Regular 
cleaning and special projects; before and after 
party cleaning; weekends; discounts for first 
time cleaning; quality guaranteed.  
206-948-2433. bestcleaning@outlook.com.
CHEERFUL AND RESPONSIBLE BABYSITTER: 
Laurelhurst resident 8th grader (13 yrs) who 
loves children and pets is available to babysit 
evenings & weekends. On-line booking!  
www.laurelhurstbabysitter.com
HOME ORGANIZATION & MOVING SERVICE: 
Complete coordination of your move or simply 
helping to downsize, organize, de-clutter and 
simplify your life! Katie Hennings Larson @  
206-307-9424 / www.MovesMadeSimple.com 
PIANO FOR SALE: Schumann baby grand piano 
in good condition. $2,500. Please call Bridget at 
206-963-2868.
RAPID COMPUTER HELP: PC/Mac. Upgrades; 
hardware, software installation; troubleshooting, 
repair. Spyware, virus removal. Windows,  
MS Office certifications. Local References.  
Matt, 206-498-8901.
REMODELING/HANDYMAN SERVICES:  
“Bob of All Trades.” Licensed, Bonded, Insured.
Lic#BOBALAT936N3. Reasonable rates, 
experienced, professional, reliable. www.
BobOfAllTrades.com. Email: bobstocco@gmail.
com or call 425-301-9265.
VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED: Help seniors 
get out and about to their medical appointments 
and social visits. Start making a  

difference for your neighbors today! Visit  
www.nestseattle.org for more information, or 
call 206-525-6378.
WANTED: Laurelhurst Homes - As Is.   
I will buy your house as is. Don’t worry about 
problems or cleaning up or preparing for sale.  
Quick and easy cash sale. I live in the neigh-
borhood. Call Mike, LREA, at 206-459-9375. 

The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times 
a year. DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per 
issue, with a five-issue commitment paid in 
advance. UNCLASSIFIED ADS are free for 
PAID members of the Laurelhurst Community 
Club, except that repeat ads or ads deemed 
commercial cost $20; 25-word maximum.  
Email copy to laurelhurstnews@comcast.net. 

Thanks to our advertisers for their support. 

LAURELHURST

T
H
E

3811 NE 45th – 206.524.9246 
www.theSeattleGYM.com

NEW: Barre Classes +  Boot Camps

Call (206) 306-7920 for a 
personal visit & to learn more.

Where senior living is full of JOY.

  450 NE 100th Street, Seattle • aljoya.com          

SEATTLE SKIN & LASER
Cosmetic    Medical    Surgical Dermatology 

www.seattleskinandlaser.com    

(206) 525-1168 
3216 NE 45th Place, Suite 203, Seattle WA  98105

Proud to be a Laurelhurst business!
We treat infants, children, teens & adults

Sign up for LCC’s Constant Contact 
electronic newsletter for time-
critical communications: email 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net.

MOVING INTO LIFE’S NEXT PHASE? I CAN HELP.

Understanding the individual needs of clients 65 and older 

MANAGING BROKER, SENIOR TRANSITIONS SPECIALIST 
206-228-8558 

cmillan@windermere.com 
www.cathymillan.com

	  

	  

www.thedogmaniac.com
facebook.com/TheDogManiac

	  

25% off your 
 first dry 
cleaning 

delivery order 

ROOSEVELT 
801 NE 65th St. Ste. B, 
Seattle, WA 98115 
(206) 453-5930 
www.jayscleaners.com 

Schedule your delivery online 
www.jayscleaners.com Restriction apply. Min. $25.00 order 

for new customers up to $200. 

Laurelhurst Blog  
The blog and LCC are separate entities.
http://thelaurelhurstblog.blogspot.com/  
News, events, issues, restaurants, businesses 
and lots more. Email a tip or story idea or 
subscribe at laurelhurstblogger@gmail.com.  n 

visual identity + branding
newsletters + brochures
writing + editing

lesliewrightdesign@gmail.com
206.229.1505

Leslie Wright / Design
 

specializing in design solutions  
for small businesses, nonprofits, 
and education

University Village   www.mrscooks.com

We help people age where they’re 
most comfortable. At home.

Meal Preparation Hourly/Live In 
Light Housekeeping Skilled Nursing 
Errands/Shopping Care Management

www.familyresourcehomecare.com 
206.545.1092

Block Party! 
Annual Neighbors Night Out  
Tuesday, August 5 

n  Register online at http://www.
seattle.gov/police/nightout
n  How is the planning coming along? 
How will you handle the food? 
Monetary donations from neighbors? 
Households contributing a side dish 
or dessert? What about serving 
tables, grills, trash and recycling? 
Entertainment?  
Enjoy a summer’s evening filled with 
good conversation shared over a 
community picnic. Night Out is a 
national Crime Prevention event 
designed to heighten crime 
prevention awareness, increase 
neighborhood support in anti-crime 
efforts, and strengthen 
neighborhood spirit and police-
community partnerships.  n

Street Light Out?
If so, please report it. City Light 
appreciates your help in finding 
lights that are not functioning 
properly. Note the number on the 
pole and then report problems 
online at www.seattle.gov/light/
streetlight using the Streetlight 
Trouble Report Form, or by phone 
at 684-7056.  n 

                Partnership for a Lifetime 
                          Excellence Education Prevention 

                          Comfort Compassion 

              206-528-1980
                       www.hhvh.net

Robin E. Riedinger, DVM
Brandi L. Eskesen, DVM
William G. Riley, DVM

4020 NE 55th St   Seattle, WA - across from Metropolitan Market

Dr. Robin E. Riedinger, DVM 
Dr. Shawna L. Wedde, DVM 
Dr. Brandi L. Eskesen, DVM
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LAURELHURST
Laurelhurst Community Club

PMB #373, 4616 25th Ave. NE
Seattle, WA 98105

OFFICERS & TRUSTEES

Jeannie Hale, President  525-5135 
email: jeannieh@serv.net

Colleen McAleer, VP 525-0219 
Emily Dexter, Treas.526-2927 
Robin Chalmers 525-2028 
Kay Kelly  522-6773 
Linda Luiten 522-5607 
Brian McMullen 367-9325 

Liz Ogden  517-5862 
Stan Sorscher 522-7660 
Don Torrie 524-4316 
Maggie Weissman 226-0543 
Leslie Wright 229-1505 

Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net; 229-1505

Aircraft Noise Hotline 433-5393 
Animal Control 386-7387 
Community Center 684-7529 
Laurelhurst Beach Club (business) 729-3724 
Police Emergency or Reporting 911 
Police, Non-emergency 625-5011 
24-Hour Crisis Line 461-3222 

crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com 

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com

Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc. 
3505 NE 45th St., Seattle, WA  98105 

(206) 522-7003

Helen Kelleher Senseney   909-9367 
Dick Loudon                        818-2972 
Jenn Flynn                           427-3900 
E. John Doubt   491-7599

July/August 2014

Kate Allen  612-8424 
Debbie Jenner Culp 930-3888
Kim Dales  235-7772
Mary Gibson  650-4341
Mark Holden   409-4441
Dale Kaneko  947-1223
Cathy Millan  228-8558
John Pettas  734-8098
Barbara Shikiar 484-2446
Jeri Smith  295-8785
Maggie Weissman 226-0543

  Unique and carefully
 selected clothing for 

men and women.

Locally Owned
2906 NE 55th Seattle, WA 98105

www.jackjerome.com

CycleU.com • Bring ad in for 20% off repair

Daily Indoor Cycle Classes • Bicycle Repair
Behind City People’s

Laurelhurst After School Enrichment Rooms Laurelhurst After School Enrichment Rooms Laurelhurst After School Enrichment Rooms    

 LASER Programs:  
 *“Rising Stars” Pre-K Readiness Program (4 & 5 year-olds) 
 *  Licensed Before/After School Childcare  (K–6th) 
 *  Before and After School Enrichment Classes 
 *  Day Camp on School Holidays and Breaks (K-6th)  
 *  Weekly Summer Camp (K-6th)  

 
Transportation is available through Seattle Public Schools (Please check with your individual school). 

For more information on our programs, rates, forms and camp schedules,  
please go to www.laserchildcare.org  

   www.laserchildcare.org    •    (206) 525-9160       •   laserinfo@comcast.net  
4530 46th Ave N.E.   •   Seattle WA 98105

(Located on Laurelhurst Elementary School Grounds) 

Laurelhurst After School Enrichment Rooms Laurelhurst After School Enrichment Rooms Laurelhurst After School Enrichment Rooms    

 LASER Programs:  
 *“Rising Stars” Pre-K Readiness Program (4 & 5 year-olds) 
 *  Licensed Before/After School Childcare  (K–6th) 
 *  Before and After School Enrichment Classes 
 *  Day Camp on School Holidays and Breaks (K-6th)  
 *  Weekly Summer Camp (K-6th)  

 
Transportation is available through Seattle Public Schools (Please check with your individual school). 

For more information on our programs, rates, forms and camp schedules,  
please go to www.laserchildcare.org  

   www.laserchildcare.org    •    (206) 525-9160       •   laserinfo@comcast.net  
4530 46th Ave N.E.   •   Seattle WA 98105

(Located on Laurelhurst Elementary School Grounds) 

Local 
Child 
Care!

Pre-K 
Readiness 
Program!

L.A.S.E.R. CHILDCARE PROGRAMS

Offering Before/After School Child Care, Day and Summer 
Camp, a Pre-K Readiness Program, and Enrichment Classes.

 

 
 

Trask Orthodontics 
Orthodontics for all ages 

 
4540 Sand Point Way N.E. #300 

Seattle, WA 98105 
206-526-7846 

 

 
 

Trask Orthodontics 
Orthodontics for all ages 

 
4540 Sand Point Way N.E. #300 

Seattle, WA 98105 
206-526-7846 

T 206.524.8885
THEVILLA.ORG

More Time For Five
A CLASS FOR OLDER PRESCHOOLERS 

who miss the cut-off date for kindergarten or for those who are 
eligible, but would benefit from the gift of time. 

Now enrolling at Villa Academy. 

Michael Tutmarc 
206-525-5502 

Architects/ Builders 
for over 30 years 
Over 20 projects in 
Laurelhurst 
New custom homes, 
remodels, additions, 
offices, and more 

On The Oprah Winfrey Show in 
2008 as architect and builder for 
her largest home rebuild ever 
Michael is a Laurelhurst resident 

CALL OR E-MAIL ADRIAN CHU,
YOUR REAL ESTATE BROKER AND NEIGHBOR, 

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR 
FULL-SERVICE 4% LISTING PROGRAM

206.407.5452 | Adrian@AdrianChu.net

If you are already working with an agent, this 
is not meant as a solicitation for that business.

KAREN PECOTA

Karen Pecota
Licensed Electrologist since 1977

  206.794.1258
  www.sandpointelectrolysis.com
Hawthorne Hill Professional Center
4026 NE 55th Street, Suite E




