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Invasive Nutria Wreak havoc on shoreline
What’s a nutria? A nutria looks much like a beaver except for its thin, 
round, nearly hairless rat-like tail. These semi-aquatic rodents weigh an 
average of 12 pounds and live in burrows along the lakeshore. Nutria are 
abundant along the lake front and wildlife area behind the Center for 
Urban Horticulture. Neighbors have reported seeing nutria in their yards, 
under docks, and swimming in the lake. 
Nutria were brought to the U.S. from South America as fur producers. 
Many were released and have migrated throughout the U.S., causing a lot 
of  agricultural damage. With two or three litters per year and an average 
of four young per litter, their numbers add up. Nutria feed on vegetation, 
especially roots and plant stems, and eat 25 percent of their weight daily. 
Their appetite is changing the shoreline by destroying reeds, cattails, and 
other plants that provide habitat and prevent erosion. This change has 
impacted shore birds, water foul, fish, and other species. The destruction 
can be observed all along the shoreline in the UW wildlife area. 
Save Union Bay Association is working with the UW and neighbors to 
restore the shorelines and to implement a nutria management program to 
decrease future environmental damage. The cost for the year-long pro-
cess is about $100,000. For more information, contact Susan Holliday at 
523-6809 or susanholliday@mac.com.  n

Your Dues and LCC 
LCC appreciates the continued 
generosity and support of its 
neighbors and other supporters. 
You may send your dues by mail, or 
make a secure online payment on 
LCC’s website.

Everything LCC does is intended to 
reflect the values and priorities of 
neighbors — from supporting parks, 
open space, public safety, schools, 
and libraries  to ensuring the livability 
and vitality of the neighborhood by 
monitoring development to ensure 
adherence to land use code and 
mitigation of transportation and 
environmental impacts. 

LCC is responsive and accountable to 
the neighborhood through many 
activities, which include:

n  Community Newsletter: The 
Laurelhurst Letter is published ten 
times per year to neighbors and 
public officials.

n  Laurelhurst email Network: Over 
1,100 neighbors have signed up to 
receive periodic email newsletters 
with information about important 
community activities and/or issues. 

n  LCC Website: LCC maintains a 
website with information about the 
LCC, current issues, and important 
links to neighborhood businesses, 
schools, and churches.

n  Calls and Concerns: At each 
monthly Trustee meeting, a segment 
is devoted to calls and concerns from 
neighbors. LCC does its best to 
address concerns or to provide tools 
so neighbors can get answers.

n  Open Meetings: Trustee meetings 
are the second Monday of each 
month at 7 p.m., St. Stephens 
Episcopal Church. Neighbors are 
always welcome. 

n  annual Neighbors Meeting: Each 
spring, LCC hosts an annual meeting 
to update the community on impor-
tant issues, projects, and activities. n

school Block Watch Initiative Begins
LCC crime prevention co-chair Cary Lassen is starting a School Block 
Watch for neighbors in proximity to Laurelhurst Elementary School and 
nearby properties. Lassen and block watch members not only will keep 
each other informed, but also will track and report to LCC incidents of 
graffiti, car vandalism, break-ins, and after-hours activities at the park 
fire pit or on the playgrounds. Nuisance crime generally increases during 
spring and summer, and neighbors in the vicinity of the school play-
grounds are ready to respond.
When calling to report illegal activities to the police, it’s important to 
provide an accurate street address. School Block Watch addresses in-
clude: Laurelhurst Elementary, 4530 46th Ave. NE.; Laurelhurst Playfield, 
4544 NE 41st St.; Seattle Community Church, 4501 46th Ave. NE;  
Cascade Land Conservancy’s new SUN Park, 4700 NE 47th St.
start a Block Watch  A Block Watch builds a sense of community as 
neighbors connect with each other to prevent crime. Simple techniques to 
deter, delay, detect, and report crime improve the quality of life for the 
neighborhood. For detailed information on safety tips and how to start a 
Block Watch, visit the LCC website, www.laurelhurstcc.com, and the 
Seattle Police Department website, www.seattle.gov/police/prevention.
In case of emergency, always call 9-1-1 first. All such calls are 
tracked and logged in City crime statistics. If you call 625-5011 to report 
non-emergency incidents, they will not appear on the official statistics 
report. Under the city’s neighborhood policing program, officers are 
assigned in part based on the number of reported incidents.  n

www.laurelhurstcc.com  
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CaLeNDar
March 20 (Fri.) Deadline for Laurelhurst 
newsletter copy and advertising 
March 24 (Tues.) 6:30 to 8 p.m.  
sNaP Disaster Preparedness Program 
Montlake Branch Library, 2401 24th Ave. E
april 3+4 (Fri. + Sat.)  
Garden Lovers Preview Party +  
Book sale Merrill Hall Commons,  
Center for Urban Horticulture 
april 11 (Sat.) 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
early Bloomers Plant sale 
Graham Visitors Center in the Arboretum
april 13 (Mon.) 7 p.m.  
LCC Board of trustees meeting 
St. Stephen’s Church
May tbd (Sat.) 10 a.m. to noon  
LCC annual Meeting and  
Neighborhood appreciation Day 
Laurelhurst Community Center
May 2+3 (Sat.+Sun.) 
Master Gardener Foundation  
Fresh Ideas Plant sale 
Center for Urban Horticulture www.laurelhurstcc.com  Check it out!

Miller Library’s Garden Lovers Book sale 
With thousands of used gardening and landscape design books to browse, 
who knows what treasures you’ll find? Proceeds benefit the Miller Library’s 
book budget. Merrill Hall Commons, Center for Urban Horticulture

Wine and Cheese PreVIeW Party and Book sale 
Friday, April 3, 5 to 8 p.m.; $20 
Be among the first to hunt for that special book at the wine and cheese 
preview party. Bid on hard-to-find books in the silent auction. Enjoy a 
glass of wine, mingle with friends, and support the Miller Library. Pre-
purchase tickets at the Miller Library. 
Book sale 
Saturday, April 4, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  FREE n 

Let’s Play: Community Playground Now Open
Children from the school and local community are now enjoying the south 
playground at Laurelhurst School. The excitement can be heard for a 
block as children spin on the Sky Wheel, climb up the Triton, and play on 
the new stage. Kids try to find their names on new walkway bricks. too. 

Funding and delays (including rain and snow) prevented the Playground 
Committee from including resurfacing in the winter construction phase.  
The committee hopes to complete surface work this spring. The plan is to 
resurface, repaint game lines, and add some artistic elements such as a 
“Loop Trail” and mural. There will be a community celebration once the 
work is finished.
the committee thanks all of the volunteers who helped construct the 
play equipment, which wasn’t an easy job given the wet, cold weather. A 
special thank you goes to Chip ragen, ragen associates, who was on 
site to help with the build and consult with the equipment representative. 
Ragen donated both materials and the crew to complete the installation. 
Len sundstrom, L.W. sundstrom Inc., General Contractor – in 
addition to doing a great job on the playground construction and despite 
numerous delays – did not increase his project fees. As a result, the 
Playground Committee is in much better financial shape to move forward 
on our asphalt resurfacing. The committee is especially grateful to the 
City of seattle Department of Neighborhoods and the seattle 
Public school District for their unwavering support of the school com-
munity playground. n

Volunteer for the Good of the ‘hood!
Whatever your interest in issues or projects in the neighborhood, there is 
always room for more LCC volunteers.  
A sampling of current issues includes: Children’s Hospital proposed 
expansion; SR 520 replacement project; private security patrol project; 
protection of the 18-acre Talaris property; implementation of the Laurel-
hurst Transportation Master Plan; review and action on land-use propos-
als to protect the character of the neighborhood; parks, open space and 
sidewalk safety; work with absentee landlords to ensure maintenance of 
property consistent with the neighborhood; and more.
If you’d like to help out and get involved, please contact LCC president 
Jeannie hale at jeannieh@serv.net or 206-525-5135. The strength and 
effectiveness of LCC depends upon the active involvement of neighbors. 
Working together, Laurelhurst can continue to make a positive difference 
in our neighborhood and in our community.  n 

Celebrate Neighbors
LCC’s annual meeting is coming up 
in May. Now is the time to submit 
nominations for Good Neighbor 
Awards to LCC trustee Maggie 
Weissman, at 5222 Ivanhoe Place 
NE, Seattle, WA 98105, or e-mail 
maggiew@windermere.com. Ques-
tions? Call Maggie at 206-226-0543 
or voice mail at 527-6646.
It’s not too late to nominate a special 
neighbor. submit nominations no 
later than Friday, april 24, 2009.  n

Batter uP!
LCC is pleased to continue Little 
League team sponsorship for the 
2009 season and make neighbor-
hood softball and baseball afford-
able to girls and boys in our com-
munity. LCC’s contribution helps 
cover the cost of uniforms, equip-
ment, field maintenance, insur-
ance, and training programs. 
Go, teams, and have fun!  n

Please Patronize  
area Businesses
Our neighborhood enjoys a rich 
variety of shops, restaurants, and 
services. During these challenging 
economic times, our support is 
even more vital to their continued 
success. n 



	 3513	NE	45th,	Suite	2W				(206)	523-6337

Carol E. Jensen 
Certified Public Accountant 
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Delivery (206) 726.1717 
4 pm weekends • 5 pm weekdays 

Delivered to homes or the beach!

Voted “Best Pizza” 
by Seattle Weekly readers for 13 years.

DuanE J. CovEy
finanCial aDvisor

stocks • Bonds • Mutual funds • annuities 
retirement Plans • CDs • life insurance

3216 n.E. 45th st. Bus (206) 524-0050
seattle, Wa 98105 fax (206) 524-0051

uNCLassIFIeDs

A FAIRY AUNT FOR U: Retired teachers help with in-
novative solutions to your family’s individual needs: 
school concerns, senior concerns, basic computer 
skills/digital cameras, de-cluttering. Email: fairy-
aunt@gmail.com, or 206-669-7451. 
AVAILABLE VARIETY SERVICES: Housecleaning, 
laundry, ironing, alterations, cooking, etc.  
Mary, 286-8093.
BE.FIT FOR DOGS! Running and Fitness for Your 
Dog. $20 per run. 2x per week. Contact: Kirsten 
Curry: 206-579-7219; sockeye23@hotmail.com.
COLLEGE ADMISSIONS COUNSELOR: Experienced; 
specializing in admissions to selective US colleges. 
Assistance with applications, essays. References 
available. Jill Davis, MS: 729-3616; email College.
Options1@gmail.com.
COMPUTER HELP – RAPID RESPONSE: Experienced 
teacher/tutoring. Hardware/software installa-
tion. Microsoft certifications: Word, Excel, Access. 
Laurelhurst refs. Matt, 525-8077.
CRYSTAL CLEAN: 15 years successfully cleaning 
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Special clean-
ing projects, laundry, ironing, etc.; party cleaning; 
available weekends; quality guaranteed. crys-
talclean@live.com. 425-745-5753. 
DOG WALKER: Experienced, honest, reliable dog 
walker with excellent references and reasonable 
rates. www.walkdogwalk.com, e-mail walkdog-
walk@gmail.com, or call Erin Eskenazi at 384-2125. 
Licensed and insured. 
FOR RENT: Cute Laurelhurst Tudor in Beach Club 
area avail 4/1. 3-4 BR; 3 BA; fenced yd; gar; fp; 
pets OK; $2900/mo. Call 206-612-5472.
FOR RENT: E Laurelhurst Drive NE, Views, 3400 sq 
ft., 4/5 bedrooms, 1 Full, 2-3/4 baths.  2-car car-

port. Lake access via public road end across street. 
Available starting April. 206-679-3679.
FOR RENT: Villa Pacifica, waterfront villa in a secure 
gated community north of Puerto Vallarta  Typically 
$1600/wk, maid service. Sleeps 4+, AC. 206-769-
1300, nalisaec@w-link.net.
FOR RENT: Waterfront Mansion in Windermere.  
Lake WA, view of Cascades. 6-bdrms, 5-bthrms. 
6,000+ sq. ft. boat house, garage, deck, 2 kitchens, 
mini bar. Contact Sam @ samm@cohorealestate.
com or 206-633-0424 x 206.
FOR RENT: Waterfront properties, Windermere.  
Lake WA, view of Cascades. 3-bdrm, spacious:  
$1,700/month. 4-bdrm, entertainment deck, 
garage: $2,800/month. Contact Sam @ samm@
cohorealestate.com or 206-633-0424 x 206.
FOR SALE: Piano. Baby grand, George Steck 
(Aeolian); 7 octivea, ivory and ebony keys, ma-
hogany frame, 3 pedals. Inscribed and autographed 
by famous performer with the St. Louis Muny 
Opera. Moving. Asking $5,000 negotiable. Contact 
Maryann: happinessis@comcast.net.
GENERAL CONTRACTING: By UNION BAY 
BUILDERS. “Remodels/Build/Services” Located in 
Laurelhurst. You have seen our signs. Let us do 
the work! View www.unionbaybuilders.com or call 
206-595-5567.
GOT PAIN? Neck/back pain? Car accident? 
Gardening making you sore? Chiropractic, 
Acupuncture and Massage are now at Glow Natural 
Health Center in Laurelhurst! 529-9443. Massage 
special $50/hr. expires March 1.
GYMBOREE PRESCHOOL AT MAGNUSON PARK: Now 
accepting applications for children ages 3 (by 10-
10-09) to 5 years for summer and fall 2009. Small 
classes are led by certified, experienced, teachers; 
pre-reading, pre-math, hands-on science, music 
and creative play in large motor skills. Gymboree 
helps develop self esteem and a love for learning in 
a nurturing environment. Call 206-522-2045 for de-
tails, to schedule a visit and receive an application.

An Alliance of Independent Businesses

Maider & Knowles

Tom Maider, Brad Knowles & Kim Knowles
206.226.2535

www.laurelhurst.com

Your Laurelhurst Real Estate Professionals

Dr. Janet K. Look - Licensed Psychologist

Dr. Look helps children, adolescents and adults create the
personal, school and professional success they want
through evaluation and psychotherapy.  Her work has been
featured in the New York Times, NBC Today Show and
MSNBC.

(206) 525-3210                              3626 NE 45
th
 Street #301

www.JanetLook.com                                Seattle, WA 98105

 

S E A S O N A L M A I N T E N A N C E , H O M E R E PA I R S ,
S M A L L I M P R O V E M E N T S

206-526-1349 www.fixhomeservices.com

4020 NE 55th St., Seattle (across from Metropolitan Market)

Complete Care for 
the Life of Your Pet

206-528-198O
Robin E. Riedinger, DVM

Brandi Eskesen, DVM
Medicine  Dentistry  Surgery

www.hhvh.net

Alison Urback
206.909.2892

HANDYMAN/REMODELING SERVICES: “Bob 
of All Trades” – Licensed, Bonded, Insured-
Lic#BOBALAT936N3. Reasonable rates, 
experienced, professional, reliable. I listen to your 
needs. Call 425-301-9265.
NEW PUPPY? Plan now for pet/house sitting and 
on/off-leash exercise outings. Laurelhurst Pet Care, 
providing trusted care for your neighbors since 
1986. Claudia 524-0649.
PAINTING: Joe the Painter. Joe Jabon.  
Cell: 383-6725; Email: joejabon@gmail.com. 
Affordable residential painting...Licensed, Bonded 
and Insured...Great references. 
PAINTING: Luis Ramirez. 465-3593. Interior and 
exterior. Many Laurelhurst references. Bonded and 
Insured.
STANDARD CAR SERVICE: To and from SeaTac, all 
other occasional needs. Efficient, reliable, prompt. 
Fully licensed & insured. Visit www.standardcarser-
vice.com or call 930-0316.
SUSAN’S CLEANING SERVICE: Cleaning specialist. 
Dependable, reliable, efficient. Licensed/bonded/in-
sured. 781-8876.
WANTED: Friendly Laurelhurst dog looking for com-
panionship M-F 9 to 5. Willing to compensate and 
open to creative options. Noelle 206-892-8921.
WANTED: Laurelhurst family remodeling, seeking 
to housesit or rent for 3 months. Timing flexible. 
Excellent refs! We are owners of velocityartand-
design.com. Call Lara 206-295-9422.
WANTED: Quiet, visiting professor from the 
University of Bergen (Norway) needs a small apt or 
mother-in-law suite for July and August. References 
available. Please contact Pat King, 206-420-2296.
 
Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times a year. 
Email unclassified advertising copy to laurelhurst-
news@comcast.net. Visit www.laurelhurstcc.com for 
information.

Sandra Lindsay Design
Providing residential design for 37 years

Furnishing, Remodels & New Construction
Professional Member - American Society of Interior Design

3620 NE 45th Street, Seattle - 206-527-1135
Please visit our website at sandralindsaydesign.com
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Wright Travel Since 1980

Sarah Wright

 (206) 524-8524

 wrighttravel@hotmail.com

We are your Laurelhurst neighbors
and associates of

Windermere Real Estate.
Please call if we can help with

any real estate need.

524-1100

Kate	Allen	 612-8424	
Molly	Holm	Brady	 394-5020	
Toni	Clayton	 650-9550	
Debbie	Jenner	Culp	 527-4648		
Kim	Dales	 235-7772	
Loie	DiJulio	 300-2400	
Mary	Gibson	 650-4341	
Scott	Graham	 799-3131	
Dale	Kaneko	 947-1223	
Cathy	Millan	 228-8558	
Renée	Menti	Ruhl	 522-7029	
Barbara	Shikiar	 484-2446	
Jeri	Smith	 295-8785		
Maggie	Weissman	 226-0543

OFFICers & trustees

Jeannie Hale, President  525-5135 
email: jeannieh@serv.net

Liz Ogden, VP 517-5862 
Stan Sorscher, Sec. 522-7660 
Marian Joh, Treas. 985-9547 
Emily Dexter 526-2927 
Mark Holden 985-0055 
Colleen McAleer  525-0219 
Brian McMullen 367-9325 

Cary Lassen 524-1928 
Heather Newman 525-0085 
Don Torrie 524-4316 
Mark Trumbauer 527-8350 
Maggie Weissman 527-6646 
Leslie Wright 525-0467 

Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net; 525-0467

aircraft Noise hotline 433-5393 
animal Control 386-7387 
Police emergency or reporting 911 
Police, Non-emergency 625-5011 
Community Center 684-7529 

crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com 

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com

Quorum Real Estate - Laurelhurst 
3505 NE 45th St., Seattle, WA  98105 

(206) 522-7003

Helen Kelleher Senseney   909-9367 
Dick Loudon                        818-2972 
Jenn Flynn                          427-3900

3617 N.E. 45th St.
Seattle, WA 98105               522-8515

Open Monday–Friday 
6 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturdays 6 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Brian Wright
finanCial aDvisor

stocks • Bonds • Mutual funds • annuities 
retirement Plans • CDs • life insurance

5000 30th ave. nE, suite 104  (206) 524-6472
seattle, Wa 98105 www.edwardjones.com

March 2009

Laura Martin, MS
MS, Exercise Physiology

ACSM NSCA ACE

CELL 206-409-8449

Hollingsw@hotmail.com

LauraMartinTraining@yahoo.com

Laura Martin Health Consultant
In-Home Personal Training

PHYLLIS	DUKES	~	MFA
photographer	for	family	portraits

		 	 	 	
phyllisdukes@comcast.net

phone		206.523.0022

3511 NE 35th – 206.524.9246
www.prorobics.com

Locally owned and operated since 1982


