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It’s a Photo Finish: Red-light Runners
The LCC Board of Trustees supports House Bill 1279 relating to automated 
traffic safety cameras and wrote a letter to Representatives Phyllis Gutier-
rez Kenney and David Frockt urging them to insure that the bill is voted 
upon before the March 7 deadline. This bill is critical to ensure pedestrian, 
bicycle, and driver safety for those who run red lights at major arterials 
and for those affected by speeders on arterial streets adjacent to transit 
stations, public parks, and recreation facilities.
LCC supported Seattle’s initial pilot project for red-light-runner cameras in 
2006 and its expansion to add 24 additional cameras in 2008 
to include cameras at Five Corners, where Union Bay Place 
NE, Mary Gates Boulevard, NE 45th Street, 35th Avenue NE, 
and Sand Point Way NE meet – an extremely dangerous 
intersection.
LCC has read the City’s studies of its program and materials 
from the Federal Highway Administration and the Insurance 
Institute for Highway Safety. We are convinced and studies 
document that red-light-runner cameras save lives and 
prevent serious injuries. 
HB 1279 clarifies existing law in stating that cameras may be placed at 
intersections of two or more arterials, thus addressing Five Corners here 
in Laurelhurst. The bill would expand the use of cameras to detect speed-
ers on arterial streets adjacent to transit stations, public parks, and 
recreation facilities, in addition to schools zones. This bill also addresses 
the situation when a driver making a right-hand turn fails to yield to a 
pedestrian or bicyclist in a crosswalk. The bill provides accountability to 
the public by requiring an annual report of the number of traffic accidents 
that occurred at each location where a camera is located and the number 
of tickets issued. The bill strengthens existing pedestrian and bicycle 
safety efforts and should be passed. LCC also supports SBs 5301 and 
5188, similar bills in the senate.
LCC opposes HBs 1098 and 1099, which would place restrictions on the 
use of red-light-runner cameras — a Tim Eyman approach to the issues.  
HB 1098 would require a public vote before cameras could be installed. 
HB 1099 is similar but also would require the local ordinance that allows 
for the use of automated traffic safety cameras to indicate the maximum 
number of cameras that may be used within the jurisdiction and a public 
vote to increase the number of cameras. These bills would stifle the 
efforts of local jurisdictions to address pedestrian and bicycle safety 
issues. LCC urges opposing these bills.  n

Spring into Action and 
Spruce Up the ‘hood
During April and May, Seattle’s 
Spring Clean cleanup program will 
be in full swing. Projects include 
litter pickups, removal of invasive 
plants such as English ivy, weeding 
and general upkeep of traffic circles 
and planting strips, storm drain 
stenciling, and graffiti removal. 

Last year neighbors rolled up their 
sleeves and worked on clean-up 
projects for traffic circles, street 
ends, pedestrian islands, and 
Waterway No. 1.

LCC trustee Emily Dexter is 
coordinating Laurelhurst activities 
again this year. Please contact her 
with your ideas for neighborhood 
spring cleaning projects: 526-
2927 or edexter4@comcast.net.
Spring Clean provides opportunities 
for neighborhoods to clean up 
public spaces with city support. 
Spring Clean participants can 
receive free resources from Seattle 
Public Utilities, including bags, 
gloves, safety vests, transfer 
station passes, and waste pick ups. 
For more information, go to www.
seattle.gov/util and search “Spring 
Clean” or call 206-233-7187.  n

Fire Station 38  
Open House
Sat., March 12, 11 a.m to 1 p.m.

n  Tour the new fire station
n  Meet your local firefighters
n  Explore children’s activities
n  Refreshments

In the April 2007 Laurelhurst 
Letter, LCC urged the City 
Council to release funding ap-
proved by voters in the 2003 
Fire Facilities and Emergency 
Response Levy. Come see the 
community asset that resulted.
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CALENDAR

March 12 (Sat.) 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Fire Station 38 Dedication and  
Open House
March 14 (Mon.) 7 p.m. 
LCC Board of Trustees Meeting
Wu Hsing Tao School of Acupuncture, 
Talaris campus
March 19 (Sat.) 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Transportation Improvement 
Workshop (see above)
Laurelhurst Elementary Auditorium
March 19, 20 (Sat., Sun.)
Seattle Tour of Architects 
www.TourofArchitects.com
March. 25 (Fri.) 
Deadline for Laurelhurst Newsletter 
Copy and Ads
Laurelhurst Garden Club 
Second Friday of the month, 11 a.m.
Laurelhurst Community Center  
Call Cheryl for more info at 386-9106. 
Master Gardener Clinic 
Mondays, 4 to 8 p.m. 
Center for Urban Horticulture Atrium

When it comes to walking and 
biking in Northeast Seattle, it turns 
out that we all want the same 
things: safer crossings on Sand 
Point Way NE, finished sidewalks, 
better access to the Burke Gilman 
trail and well-connected bike/
pedestrian friendly streets. These 
findings were revealed through the 
Livable Streets Initiative in a 
compilation of comments and ideas 
from the workshop held last 
November co-sponsored by LCC. 
Cary Lassen* and many other 
Laurelhurst neighbors participated 
in the workshop. Lassen has been a 
strong advocate for safer bike and 
pedestrian streets. She reported 
that the Seattle Children’s Livable 
Streets Workshop, co-sponsored by 
LCC and 17 other community 
groups, had more than 300 
participants and hundreds of 
emailed suggestions to improve 
bike/pedestrian connections and 
make streets safer.
“At the workshop, participants 
wrote ideas on an oversized Google 
Earth map. Comments included 
everything from having crosswalks 
on our NE 45th hill to adding a 
pedestrian signal crossing at NE 
52nd and Sand Point Way NE,” 
she said.

LCC had a successful and productive 
mini-work party at Waterway No. 1 
on February 27 to address concerns 
from a neighbor about the yellow 
flag irises and wood pieces in the 
water. Five volunteers – Emily 
Dexter, Jeannie Hale, Arthur Lee 
Jacobson, Len Nelson and Don 
Torrie – under the leadership of 
Arthur Lee Jacobson, LCC’s 
consultant and plant and tree 
expert, accomplished quite a bit in 
one hour, despite the 22-degree 
temperature and icy cold lake water.  
Control of yellow flag irises, a Class 
C noxious weed,  is recommended 
but not required by the King County 
Noxious Weed Board. Volunteers 
clipped the tops of all of the yellow 
flag irises, except a very small 
section intertwined with the native 
bulrush. Under Jacobon’s direction, 

Many people recommended 
implementation of “Green Streets.” 
Green Streets are bike and 
pedestrian friendly residential 
streets with low traffic usage. By 
adding calming elements such as 
traffic circles and planters, the 
streets are quieter and safer for 
children to play, ride, and walk. 
Over time, Green Streets would 
connect our neighborhood parks. 
Imagine that someday that a 
10-year-old could safely ride a bike 
from Laurelhurst playfield to View 
Ridge playfield. Portland has had 
great success with their Green 
Streets, and property values of the 
homes on these streets have 
increased.
Lassen reported, “Green Streets, 
along with most of the projects 
outlined in the Livable Streets final 
report, are improvements specified 
under various studies and plans 
such as the Sand Point Way 
Pedestrian Study, Pedestrian 
Master Plan, and the Bicycle Master 
Plan.” Seattle Children’s Hospital, 
as part of City Council Conditions 
for their expansion, will contribute 
funds for some of these plans. The 
participating communities now 
hope to work with SDOT to 
complete many of the proposed 
projects in the next few years.  n

Livable Streets Improvements, Goals: Calmer and Safer for All

the volunteers dug out some of the 
iris rhizomes that had not been 
embedded into the lake bottom.  
Volunteers waded into the icy water 
and picked up litter – beer cans, 
plastic pieces, bottles, and other 
debris – and hauled it away for 
disposal. They also retrieved 
floating pieces of wood debris, 
relocated a small patch of weeds 
that had floated into the waterway, 
and relocated several of the rocks 
in the vicinity of the municipal 
sewer outlet.  
When spring growth begins, LCC 
will target the weedy iris and reed 
to ensure that they do not 
overwhelm the native bulrush and 
cattail.  
LCC is very appreciative to have 
the expert assistance of Arthur Lee 
Jacobson.  n

Waterway No. 1 Work Party Braves Cold!

Transportation Improvement 
Workshop March 19
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Laurelhurst Elementary Auditorium 
Seattle Children’s is sponsoring a 
workshop to learn and share ideas 
about:
n  The future traffic signal at 40th 
Ave NE and Sand Point Way NE, 
and surrounding streets and 
intersections
n  Other Phase 1 Livable Streets 
transportation projects
Kids are welcome! Free bike 
helmets and fittings for kids. 
BicycleSkillz and Thrillz safety 
course - kids, bring your bikes!

*Cary Lassen is taking a break from 
serving on the LCC board of trustees 
to devote more time to her work as  
a children’s book illustrator. She has 
served on LCC’s Crime Prevention 
team for several years, led the Sock 
Drive, participates as a member of 
the LCC/Children’s working committee, 
and is now serving on the 
Transportation committee. 
Thank you, Cary, for your many 
contributions to the newsletter and  
for your passionate commitment to 
making Laurelhurst a great place  
to live!  n
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DUANE J. COVEY
FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Stocks • Bonds • Mutual Funds • Annuities 
Retirement Plans • CDs • Life Insurance

3216 N.E. 45th St. Bus (206) 524-0050
Seattle, WA 98105 Fax (206) 524-0051

460 NE 70th Street

206.522.4000
www.touchofelements.com

UNCLASSIFIEDS

AVAILABLE VARIETY SERVICES: Housecleaning, 
laundry, ironing, alterations, cooking, etc.  
Mary, 286-8093.
BEST CLEANING LLC: 18 years quality cleaning 
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Special 
projects; before and after party cleaning; week-
ends; discounts for first time cleanings; guaran-
teed. bestcleaning@live.com. 206-948-2433. 
COMPUTER HELP – RAPID RESPONSE: 
Experienced teacher/tutoring. Hardware/soft-
ware installation. Microsoft certifications: Word, 
Excel, Access. Laurelhurst refs. Matt, 525-8077.
DOG WALKER: Experienced, honest, reliable dog 
walker with excellent references and reasonable 
rates. www.walkdogwalk.com, e-mail walkdog-
walk@gmail.com, or call Erin Eskenazi at 384-
2125. Licensed and insured.
FOR SALE: 6 unit commercial building. 
Laurelhurst. Totally updated. High traffic count. 
3430-3436 NE 45th St. $1,395,000.  
serebrin@comcast.net; Alan, 206-280-3820; 
Pat, 206-595-1522.
FOR SALE: 2000 Mercedes S500 in excellent 
condition. One owner, 82,800 miles, new tires, 
purchased and serviced at Phil Smart, black, 
asking $16,500. Email: dhhsiao@gmail.com.
FOR RENT: Hawthorne Hills mother-in-law apt. 
1500 sq.ft. 2 bdrm, 1 bath, frpl, furnished. New 
construction. Alarm system. Pets OK. $1,500/
mo. utilities included. Pat, 206-595-1522.

MEDICAL ASSISTANT WANTED: Experienced 
MA, RN, or PA to assist with office surgery and 
other back office duties. 2-3 Fridays per month. 
Located near Seattle Children’s. Top compensa-
tion. 206-931-2180 or officenurse@me.com. 
MOVING ASSISTANCE: Moves Made Simple of-
fers a cost effective solution to managing your 
move. We assist in de-cluttering, packing & 
unpacking. Katie Hennings Larson @  
206-307-9424 / www.MovesMadeSimple.com 
PAINTING: Joe the Painter. Joe Jabon.  
Cell: 383-6725 Email: joejabon@gmail.com. 
Affordable residential painting... Licensed and 
bonded… Great references!
PAINTING: Luis Ramirez, 465-3593. Interior and 
exterior. Great Laurelhurst references. Bonded 
and insured. Any size job welcome.
REMODELING/HANDYMAN SERVICES: “Bob 
of All Trades.” Licensed, Bonded, Insured.
Lic#BOBALAT936N3. Reasonable rates, 
experienced, professional, reliable. www.
BobOfAllTradesLLC.com. Email: bobstocco@
gmail.com or call 425-301-9265.
SEATTLE AIRPORT LIMO: Toll free 888-513-
1983; business 206-930-0316; mobile 206-930-
1503. www.seattleairportlimoandtaxi.com. 
email info@seattleairportlimoandtaxi.com.
SUSAN’S CLEANING SERVICE: Cleaning  
specialist. Dependable, reliable, efficient. 
Licensed/bonded/insured. 781-8876.
WANTED: Styrofoam peanuts, air pillows, and 
bubble wrap (but no blocks, please). Leave 
in driveway at 3415 W. Laurelhurst Dr. NE for 
Candy O’Malley. 527-0582. Thanks!

Dr. Janet K. Look - Licensed Psychologist

Dr. Look helps children, adolescents and adults create the
personal, school and professional success they want
through evaluation and psychotherapy.  Her work has been
featured in the New York Times, NBC Today Show and
MSNBC.

(206) 525-3210                              3626 NE 45
th
 Street #301

www.JanetLook.com                                Seattle, WA 98105

4020 NE 55th St., Seattle (across from Metropolitan Market)

Complete Care for 
the Life of Your Pet

206-528-198O
Robin E. Riedinger, DVM 

Brandi Eskesen, DVM 
Medicine  Dentistry  Surgery

www.hhvh.net

         2011

The Best Move You’ll Ever Make!

(206) 523-8400  
5300 24th Avenue NE 

Seattle, WA 98105
Equal Housing Opportunity

Located adjacent to University Village and Ravenna 
Park, the new Merrill Gardens at the University boasts 
beautiful studio, one and two bedroom courtyard units.

Call Now for a Tour! 

at the university
A one of a kind retirement community

 

Sand Point Chiropractic 
 Serving the neighborhood for 25 years  
Call for a complimentary consultation 

      (206) 527 - 3111  
                
                 Hugh Wilson, D.C. 
           5418 Sand Point Way NE  
      www.sandpointchiropractic.com 

Laurelhurst Blog 
http://thelaurelhurstblog.
blogspot.com/  
News, events, issues, restaurants, 
businesses and lots more. If you have 
a tip or story idea, send an email to 
laurelhurstblogger@gmail.com.  n 

Cut. Color. Style. Weddings.
www.touchofcolorsalon.com 

The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times 
a year. DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per 
issue, with a five-issue commitment paid in 
advance. UNCLASSIFIED ADS are free for 
PAID members of the Laurelhurst Community 
Club, except that repeat ads or ads deemed 
commercial cost $20; 25-word maximum.  
Email copy to laurelhurstnews@comcast.net. 

Now Playing our Mainstage 
Season (Tickets $30-$40)
The Drowsy Chaperone 
Feb. 11 - March 5
Into the Woods 
April 29 - May 21
Our Second Season of New 
Works (Tickets $25)
Don Giovanni Jan. 9 - 23
The King’s Proposal or the 
Marriage of Princess Guido 
March 20 - April 10

TOUCH OF COLOR SALONTOUCH OF COLOR SALON

10% off by mentioning this ad.

3711 NE 45th Street
Seattle, WA 98105
(next to JaK’s Grill)

tel. 206.708.1537

Tues - Sat 11 to 7,  
Sun 11 to 5, closed Mondaywww.laurelhurstwine.com

Free wine tastings  
Thursday 5 to 7
Check website for details

 3811 NE 45th – 206.524.9246

www.prorobics.com

Locally owned and operated since 1982

www.laurelhurstcc.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kim O. Dales 
Managing Broker 
206-235-7772 (cell) 
206-524-1100 (office) 
kodales@windermere.com 
www.seattlecityliving.com 

A Laurelhurst homeowner & neighborhood advocate 

Second Annual Trifecta 
School Fundraiser Set 
Sat., July 16

This men-only community-building 
event raised $12,000 last year. All 
proceeds go to the school fund of 
your choice at Laurelhurst Elemen-
tary, Villa Academy, or The Mike Foy 
education foundation at St. Bridget.  
For tickets or further information, 
please call Mike Wayte at 206-371-
7000, or email mike@fastenix.com.  
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Wright Travel Since 1980

Sarah Wright

 (206) 524-8524
 wrighttravel@hotmail.com

www.wrighttravel.com

OFFICERS & TRUSTEES

Jeannie Hale, President  525-5135 
email: jeannieh@serv.net

Colleen McAleer, VP  525-0219 
Stan Sorscher, Sec. 522-7660 
Emily Dexter, Treas. 526-2927 
Kevin Chang  235-5253 
Marian Joh 985-9547 
Kay Kelly  522-6773 
Brian McMullen 367-9325 
 

Seth Lassen 524-1928 
Len Nelson  
Don Torrie 524-4316 
Mark Trumbauer 527-8350 
Maggie Weissman 527-6646 
Kirsten Whitcomb 579-7219 
Adrian Whorton 729-3443 
Leslie Wright 229-1505 

Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net; 229-1505

Aircraft Noise Hotline 433-5393 
Animal Control 386-7387 
Police Emergency or Reporting 911 
Police, Non-emergency 625-5011 
Community Center 684-7529 
Children’s Construction Hotline  987-7744

crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com

Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc.
3505 NE 45th St., Seattle, WA  98105 

(206) 522-7003

Helen Kelleher Senseney   909-9367 
Dick Loudon                        818-2972 
Jenn Flynn                          427-3900

3617 N.E. 45th St.
Seattle, WA 98105               522-8515

March 2011

LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC
Brian Wright  -  Financial Advisor

stocks . bonds . mutual funds .  
estate planning . retirement plans .  

long term care insurance
206- 524-6647

Affordable Clinic
PTSD Treatment Study
(206) 729-2598 · www.wuhsing.org
4000 NE 41st St. (in the Talaris World Campus)

Have you tried
Five Element Acupuncture?

460 NE 70th Street

206.522.4000
www.touchofelements.com

Anita Uppal, MD
Frank Mitchell, III, MD

Joan Olson, MD
Sarah Pohlmann, MD

Now accepting new patients!

Patrick J. McDevitt, CFP®
First Allied Securities, Inc., 

member FINRA & SIPC
4500 9th Ave NE, Suite 300 

Seattle, WA 98105 
(206) 363-4355

www.patrickmcdevitt.com


