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LCC Comments on
U District Zoning
Prior to the City Council’s recent
passage of the U District upzone,
LCC submitted a long comment
letter. Some of the concerns
outlined are covered below.
While much time and effort was
invested into proposals for the
University District’s zoning
changes, additional options should
have been considered. A more
moderate approach could have
helped retain the livability of the
U District, adhered to the rules and
guidelines of the Seattle Municipal
Codes, and provided more than
enough capacity for projected
future growth.
LCC recommended Seattle City
Council adopt the amendments
from the City Council PLUZ
committee that included:
• No changes on the “Ave” and,
require that affordable housing
funds be spent near developments
that generated these payments.
• Amend the reporting
requirements to require MHA for
any high rise over 120 feet to be
10 percent of all high-rise units to
create a cluster of lower-income
residents, rather than just an
isolated few.
• Remove the proposal to rezone
mid-rise between NE 50th and
NE 52nd Streets and maintain
low-rise zoning.
• Require an implementation plan
for infrastructure improvements,
or a planned and paid for public
open or green space, funded by a
development impact fee or from
the Seattle Parks District levy.
If that is not embedded in the
alternatives, it will never be
donated by private developers.
LCC supported the PLUZ
Committee amendment to clarify
that Open Space will be publicly
accessible.
continued on page 2

Distress Over Proposed Rowhouse Plan
The installation of a large land use notice for a rowhouse development in
north Laurelhurst has evoked negative responses and concerns from
many nearby neighbors. In response, LCC vice president Colleen McAleer
and president Jeannie Hale researched the proposed development
(permit #3025713) and wrote a detailed comment letter to the Seattle
Department of Construction and Inspections.
The existing multi-family development at Windermere Circle has a long
history as a compatible transition to the adjacent single-family zoning. It
provides affordable housing for mid- to lower-income families, seniors,
grad students, and Seattle Children’s Hospital staff.
LCC’s concerns about the proposed rowhouse development in that area,
based upon the Seattle Municipal codes, HALA, and the applicant’s
responses in the SEPA process, are as follows:
1. Displacement of diverse socio-economic residents.

Five years ago the Laurelhurst neighborhood lost 136 affordable housing
units at Laurelon Terrace. These homes were “replaced” by high-rise
units in the University District. The families were displaced from their
community when the tear down occurred, and they either could not
afford or were unable to find similar housing nearby.
2. Out-of-scale compatibility with surrounding neighborhood.

The new SMC 23.34.014, B, #5, states the function of LR1 zoning: “The
area would provide a gradual transition between single-family zoned
areas and multi-family or neighborhood commercial zoned areas.” The
proposed rowhouses are much taller in height and bulk, planned as a
72-foot wide mass along NE 50th St. and 44th Ave. NE. The adjacent
residences are not 32 feet in height, and the rowhouse plan without set
backs will create a tunnel effect along these residential streets
destroying the character and scale of the existing homes.
LCC is concerned about the displacement of a whole sector of
economically diverse families and seniors in our neighborhood.
Displacement can lead to homelessness. These new rowhouses will be
continued on page 2

Hop on Over to the Spring Egg Hunt!

Saturday, April 15, at Laurelhurst Park. Hunt begins at 10 a.m. sharp
– plan to arrive by 9:45 a.m. Rain or Shine! FREE!
Ages 12 and younger.

The Laurelhurst Community Center once again offers this fun,
community-building event for all to enjoy. Be sure to bring your basket to
hunt for eggs and special prizes. Please help support the canned food
drive by bringing non-perishable food.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! We need help in the early morning with set up,
scattering eggs and directing age groups. This is a great opportunity for
high school community service hours! Please contact Cara at to sign up!
CANDY DONATIONS NEEDED: We are accepting candy donations. Please
drop off individually wrapped candy at the community center between
the hours of 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. by April 14 For information, contact Cara
Brown, Coordinator, Laurelhurst Community Center; 206-615-0617 direct
line; cara.brown@seattle.gov. n
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Crime Highlights
LCC Security Patrol Report:
There were 27 patrols during
February, which was a quiet month
from a crime perspective. There
were no reported residential
burglaries and three car prowls, well
under the neighborhood’s typical
average. A few other car prowls were
reported outside the 911 Call Data,
so it’s safe to say there are still a
healthy number of car prowls going
on in the neighborhood. It sounds
anecdotally like they happen when
vehicles are left unlocked.
In reviewing the entire year of 2016
crime data, a couple of interesting
trends came out. Over 90 percent of
all car prowls (33) happened in the
north part of the neighborhood
(north of NE 41st St.), and almost 90
percent of the car thefts (9)
happened in the southwest quadrant
with a couple down in the Webster
Point area.
2/5 Patrolled for a transient found
squatting in a residential carport on
NE 54th St., never found.
2/11 Removed teens from the park.
2/24 Broke up party of 30 young
adults at the fire pit.
Subscriber benefits are detailed on the
LCC website.

Seattle Police Department
Report:
2/1 Theft/Car Prowl
38XX BLOCK OF 48 AV NE
2/1 Theft/Car Prowl
38XX BLOCK OF 42 AV NE
2/23 Theft/Car Prowl
39XX BLOCK OF 47 AV NE
LCC Comments on U District Upzone
continued from page 1

Despite the amendments proposed,
Laurelhurst Community Club
suggested that City Council VOTE
NO on the planned U District
upzone as proposed.
LCC recommendations included:
• Reduce the overall development
to a sustainable level that the
infrastructure could accommodate.
• Rework the transitions from the
lower zoning to a more gradual
plan for adding height. Gradual
zoning from 65’ to a maximum of
160’, the height of Hotel Deca,
would be consistent with the
Seattle Municipal codes.
• Rescale heights taking into
consideration the U District’s
natural elevated topography.
• Embed open/green space for the
public. n

Rowhouse Proposal continued from page 1

priced for ownership at around $1,000,000 each. The property sold to an
Eastside developer for $1.6 million.
The SEPA documents in the permit application process state “N/A” as an
answer to how many people are being displaced. Further, the applicant
answered “NO” to mitigation to help relocate any former residents.
LCC finds this disingenuous as leases had to be known to the property’s
purchaser and asks that SDCI require the applicant to provide
information and provide mitigation for soon-to-be former residents,
based upon the City’s HALA goals.
3. Concern regarding building set backs and widths of rowhouses.

The set back on 44th Ave. NE is only 3’6” to 3’ 8” to the property line,
which does not comply with a normal LR1 project set back. SDCI should
oppose this and require a normal set back for pedestrian sidewalk safety
and zoning adjacency compatibility. This is in violation of the required
minimum 5-foot set backs for side yards, and should NOT be permitted.
Secondly, the overall building width of this rowhouse project appears to
violate SMC 23.84.032 which caps the maximum width of rowhouses at
60 feet (about three to four units). Project # 3025713 has six units at 12’
1” each, which equals 72.5 feet. SDCI should clarify the code, or reject
the project.
4. Possible mischaracterization of the slope and grade of the
proposed development site.

The characterization as a “rolling hill” may not be correct. SDCI should
require the exact grade percentage as this may affect the building site,
height, and construction techniques and windows. It appears that the
site is on a fairly steep hill, and this may change the mentioned factors.
5. The applicant’s SEPA evaluation states that “no view blockages” will
occur. However, the proposed 72.5-foot mass width and a 32-foot heights
(including a roof garden) will impact neighboring residents’ views to the
west where the Olympic Mountains offer spectacular sunsets.
6. Lack of revegetation specifics.

The proposed rowhouse project wipes out almost anything green, and
states in SEPA that “native plants” will replace the lost greenery. No
specifics were given, and the site reflects little vegetation or tree
replacement, which is essential to retain Seattle’s Urban Tree Canopy
and its commitment to being named an Urban Bird Treaty City.
Summary: LCC has requested that permit #3025713 be denied and that
the owner and applicant comply with the HALA displacement goals, the
Seattle Municipal Codes, and fulfill the SEPA requirements. The City
should follow its own guidelines and preserve the codes and goals of the
regulations without having an Eastside developer displace existing
affordable housing and create an out-of-scale LR1 project that violates
its own building and land use codes. Better development of this site can
be achieved with a design the complies with the City’s own guidelines
and goals. n

Nighttime Noise Variance for SR520 Requested
At a February 28 meeting with neighbors, WSDOT announced they will be
asking the City of Seattle for a “Major Project Noise Variance” on SR520
nightly construction activity. To date, contractors have had piece meal
variances for different sections. This permit, if granted, would outright
entitle the contractor to generate noise every night at six decibels over
what WSDOT predetermines as “the average” noise measured at night.
Neighbors attending the meeting expressed skepticism that WSDOT and
its contractors and the City could establish a reasonable noise level that
would be tolerable every night or a system where violations could be
documented and corrected. WSDOT offered a 24/7 noise monitor and a
hotline as assurance.
The City stated there will be a public comment period later in March. n
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UNCLASSIFIEDS
BEST CLEANING LLC: 24 years cleaning
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Regular
cleaning and special projects; references from
current clients; quality guaranteed.
206-948-2433. bestcleaning@outlook.com.
CERTIFIED SAFE SITTER. Laurelhurst teen has
taken hospital-administered Safe Sitter Class
and has experience volunteering in Preschool
programs. Fun, energetic, responsible and
loves kids! Call Libby at 206-258-3335. Also
available for dog sitting/walking.
CHEERFUL AND RESPONSIBLE BABYSITTER:
Laurelhurst resident high school junior with 3
years experience and loves children (and pets!)
is available to babysit evenings & weekends.
On-line booking! www.laurelhurstbabysitter.
com
MOVING: Let Moves Made Simple pack. We
specialize in packing, unpacking, downsizing,
organizing, de-cluttering and simplifying
your life. Contact Katie Hennings Larson,
206.307.9424, www.movesmadesimple.com for
free consultation.
NEST VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED: Help
seniors get out and about to their medical
appointments and social visits. Start making
a difference for your neighbors today! Visit
www.nestseattle.org for more information, or
call 206-525-6378.
PAINTING: Luis Ramirez 465-3593. Interior
and exterior. Great Laurelhurst references.
Bonded and insured. Any size job welcome.
RAPID COMPUTER HELP: PC/Mac.

Upgrades; hardware, software installation;
troubleshooting, repair. Spyware, virus
removal. Windows, MS Office certifications.
Local References. Matt, 206-498-8901.
REMODELING/HANDYMAN SERVICES:
“Bob of All Trades.” Licensed, Bonded,
Insured.Lic#BOBALAT936N3. Reasonable
rates, experienced, professional, reliable.
www.BobOfAllTrades.com. Email: bobstocco@
gmail.com or call 425-301-9265.
SEEKING SUMMER HOUSING: (Housesitting
or Rental). July and/or early August. Family
of 3 (husband raised in Laurelhurst.) Flexible
dates/length of stay. Contact missrups@
gmail.com.
WANTED: Laurelhurst neighbor is seeking
summertime boat moorage for 22’ ski boat.
Will pay generously. 206-459-9375.

Reminder to Yesler
Swamp Boardwalk Users
Friends of Yesler Swamp asks
everyone, please do not jog on
the boardwalk. The pin piles that
support the boardwalk are “floating” on the peat bog beneath the
trail. Jogging pounds them into the
peat and will ruin the boadwalk.
This trail belongs to all of us.
Please help make it last for
generations of swamp lovers. n
Laurelhurst Blog

http://thelaurelhurstblog.blogspot.com/

Laurelhurst History Book

Copies of A History of Laurelhurst,
researched and written by retired
Laurelhurst historian Christine Barrett,
are now exclusively available for purchase
at the Windermere Real Estate office on
Sand Point Way. All proceeds benefit LCC’s
general fund. n

Thanks to our
advertisers for their
support.

CALENDAR

YOUR AD HERE!

March 13 (Mon.) 7 p.m.
LCC Board of Trustees
Laurelhurst Community Center
March 16 (Thurs.) 7 p.m.
Emergency Preparedness Workshop
March 18 (Sat.) 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Shredding and E-Recycling
Metropolitan Market on 40th Ave. NE
March 24 (Fri.) 5 p.m.
Deadline for Laurelhurst Newsletter
Copy and Ads
April 8 (Sat.) 10 a.m. to noon
SUN Park Weed and Sweep
47th Ave. NE and NE 47th St.
April 15 (Sat.) 10 a.m. sharp
Spring Egg Hunt
Laurelhurst Park
Drop off donations for Elizabeth
Gregory House, a U District women’s
shelter: Huda Giddens at 4338 NE 44th St.
(Leave in dark green, covered bin at the
front of the house.)
Master Gardener Clinic
Mondays, 4 to 8 p.m.
Center for Urban Horticulture Atrium
Laurelhurst Community Center
Activities To receive e-mail notices,
send an e-mail to Laurelhurst.CC@
Seattle.Gov. http://www.seattle.gov/
parks/centers/laurelcc.htm

laurelhurstnews@comcast.net
$375 for 5 issues
Your advertising supports
the newsletter and community.

Contact

News, events, issues, restaurants, businesses
and lots more. Email a tip or story idea or
subscribe at laurelhurstblogger@gmail.com.
The blog and LCC are separate entities. n

Sign up for LCC’s Constant Contact
electronic newsletter for timecritical communications: email
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net.
The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times
a year. DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per
issue, with a five-issue commitment paid in
advance. UNCLASSIFIED ADS are free for
PAID members of the Laurelhurst Community
Club, except that repeat ads or ads deemed
commercial cost $20; 25-word maximum.
Email copy to laurelhurstnews@comcast.net.

We help people age where they’re
most comfortable. At home.
Meal Preparation
Light Housekeeping
Errands/Shopping

Hourly/Live In
Skilled Nursing
Care Management

www.familyresourcehomecare.com
206.545.1092

Partnership for a Lifetime
Excellence Education Prevention
Comfort Compassion

206-528-1980
www.hhvh.net

Robin E. Riedinger, DVM
Dr.
Robin
Riedinger,
Brandi
L.E.
Eskesen,
DVMDVM
Dr.
BrandiG.L.Riley,
Eskesen,
William
DVMDVM
4020 NE 55th St

Where senior living is full of JOY.

Call (206) 306-7920 for a
personal visit & to learn more.

Seattle, WA - across from Metropolitan Market

450 NE 100th Street, Seattle • aljoya.com

Living Laurelhurst, Selling Laurelhurst

206-498-4606
ccrile@windermere.com

STEPHEN J. CRANE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Long-time Laurelhurst resident
specializing in real estate,
business, and litigation

206.292.9090
206.715.4076 CELL

CRANE DUNHAM PLLC

scrane@cranedunham.com
www.cranedunham.com

www.laurelhurstcc.com

Call (206) 523-7315 for a
personal visit and to learn more
about Ida Culver House Ravenna.
2315 NE 65th St, Seattle • eraliving.com
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Seattle, WA

Laurelhurst Community Club
PMB #373, 4616 25th Ave. NE
Seattle, WA 98105

Permit No. 1793
Carrier Route Presort
Postal Customer

OFFICERS & TRUSTEES
Jeannie Hale, President 525-5135
email: jeannieh@serv.net
Colleen McAleer, VP 525-0219
Emily Dexter, Treas.526-2927
Robin Chalmers
525-2028
Kay Kelly		
522-6773
Linda Luiten
522-5607
Brian McMullen
367-9325

Heather Newman
Liz Ogden		
Connie Sidles
Stan Sorscher
Don Torrie
Leslie Wright

525-0085
517-5862
522-7513
522-7660
524-4316
229-1505

Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net; 229-1505
Aircraft Noise Hotline
433-5393
Animal Control
386-7387
Community Center
684-7529
Laurelhurst Beach Club (business) 729-3724
Police Emergency or Reporting 911
Police, Non-emergency
625-5011
24-Hour Crisis Line
461-3222
Security: crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com

Pay 2017 annual dues
online:
www.laurelhurstcc.com
Thank you!

Locally owned Real Estate Company
Excellent reputation,
customized customer service, team approach.

Kate Allen		

612-8424

Helen Kelleher Senseney

909-9367

Chet Crile		

498-4606

818-2972

Kim Dales		

235-7772
650-4341

Dick Loudon

YOUR AD HERE!

Sharon Johnson

745-2673

Mary Gibson		

Eddie Muanda

915-7041

Dale Kaneko		

947-1223

Contact

Cynthia Williams

769-7140

Cathy Millan		

228-8558

Jenn Flynn

427-3900

Renee Menti Ruhl

850-1800

Barbara Shikiar

484-2446

Jeri Smith		

295-8785

Maggie Weissman

226-0543

laurelhurstnews@comcast.net
$375 for 5 issues
Your advertising supports
the newsletter and community.

New Years Specials!

(206) 522-7003

3505 NE 45th St.
Seattle 98105

Karen Pecota

Licensed Electrologist since 1977

THE

Annual

Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc.

KAREN PECOTA
LA U R E LH U R ST

FREE ENROLLMENT
Reduced rates and save 20% – 40%
3811 NE 45th Street • 524-9246
www.theseattlegym.com

In the heart of Laurelhurst

ALL ARE
WELCOME
Independent | Progressive | Catholic
Preschool - 8th grade

206-524-8885 | www.thevilla.org

206.794.1258
www.sandpointelectrolysis.com
Hawthorne Hill Professional Center
4026 NE 55th Street, Suite E

LASER Childcare Programs
Offering Before/After School Child Care, Day/
Summer Camp, a Pre-K Readiness Program,
and Enrichment Classes

Located at Laurelhurst, Bryant,
and Sand Point Elementary

www.laserchildcare.org
laserinfo@comcast.net
4530 46th AVE NE Seattle, WA 98105
(206) 525-9160

Benjamin Law Group
Andrew L. Benjamin

Nathan S. Benjamin

Laurelhurst Office
(206) 622-8953 www.benjlaw.com

Divorce / Wills / Personal Injury,,,

