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annual LCC Meeting  
Wed., June 17
Attend the Annual Neighbors 
Meeting from 6:45 to 9 p.m. at the 
Laurelhurst Community Center. 
Celebrate neighbor appreciation, 
vote for trustees, enjoy an update 
on the UW’s Restoration Ecology 
program from Kern Ewing and his 
students, and more. Refreshments.  

continued 0n page 2

Nuisance Lawsuit against LCC Withdrawn
On February 24, 2009, Laurelhurst Community Club was served with a 
lawsuit brought by an active supporter of Seattle Children’s. The lawsuit 
was filed less than one week before the Seattle Hearing Examiner was set 
to open the public hearing on the hospital’s proposed expansion including 
LCC’s appeal of the adequacy of the environmental impact statement 
(EIS). The media apparently was alerted to the lawsuit on the same day it 
was filed and served on LCC’s counsel. LCC board members and LCC’s 
attorney were in the midst of intense preparations for the hearing but 
were forced to turn their attention to the lawsuit.
The lawsuit claimed that LCC had not permitted the plaintiff to inspect 
corporate records as required under the state’s nonprofit corporation law. 
However, most of the records required to be available for inspection were 
already on LCC’s website. Those that were not had been made available 
to the plaintiff even before the lawsuit was filed. 
The lawsuit papers served on LCC set a schedule that would have re-
quired LCC to prepare its defense while at the same time participating in 
the Children’s case before the Seattle Hearing Examiner. LCC’s counsel 
therefore asked the plaintiff to agree to a continuance. Although such 
courtesies are commonly extended, the plaintiff refused. As a result, LCC 
was forced to prepare papers explaining to the Court why a continuance 
was needed. In the end, the Court saw the continuance issue LCC’s way, 
over plaintiff’s objections. It granted LCC a full month’s continuance and 

hearing examiner upholds LCC’s appeal 
of Children’s hospital expansion FeIs
In a decision dated April 20, 2009, Seattle Hearing Examiner Sue 
Tanner reversed the Director of the Seattle Department of Planning and 
Development’s (DPD) determination of adequacy and ruled that the 
Seattle Children’s Hospital final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) 
is inadequate. The decision came in response to an appeal by LCC. In her 
decision, Tanner stated that “the FEIS fails to present a reasonably thor-
ough discussion of probable significant housing and land use impacts…” 
The Hearing Examiner has remanded the matter back to DPD.

the appeal: State law requires that an EIS be prepared before a decision 
is made on a major project impacting the environment. By law, an EIS 
must be a “hard look” at environmental issues and impacts. The EIS 
requirement was readily triggered by Children’s proposal to virtually triple 
development on its Laurelhurst campus, adding 1.5 million square feet in 
buildings up to 160 feet high and at the same time expanding the campus 
by leapfrogging across Sand Point Way.
Throughout the EIS process, LCC protested that the Children’s EIS avoid-
ed rather than acknowledged important land use issues, including the 
inconsistency of the proposal with the City’s Growth Management Act 
Comprehensive Plan. LCC also pointed out that the EIS lacked basic data 
and analysis concerning Children’s proposal to acquire and then demolish 
136 affordable, garden style homes, an important housing resource for 
the City and the neighborhood. When the City and Children’s rejected 

Neighborhood street 
Fund Priorities set
At its April meeting, the Northeast 
District Council (NEDC) prioritized 
the Neighborhood Street Fund/
Cumulative Reserve Fund project 
applications from our area. The 
top two projects are expected to 
receive funding. LCC supported the 
number one project from Belvedere 
Terrace. LCC’s project came in tied 
for second. David Atcheson from 
the Wedgwood Community Council 
created a web page that provides a 
virtual tour of each of the projects 
in our area, which lists each project 
by name. For detailed information, 
visit the website: www.wedgwood-
cc.org/transp/npf2009.htm.  

Project #2009-159 Median island 
on sand Point Way Ne at the 
intersection of Ne 58th st.  
Alter this median island to allow  
for adequate vehicle queuing onto 
Sand Point Way NE to improve 
traffic safety at this intersection. 
Engineering drawings have already 
been reviewed, approved, and filed 
by SDOT. Re-configure portions of 
the median island and extend the 
center left turn lane per SDOT 
engineering documents as request-
ed by Belvedere Terrace.
Project #2008-378 Ne 50th 
street/44th ave Ne  
Install traffic circle that is a high 
priority project in the North  
Laurelhurst Transportation  
Management Plan.  n 

continued 0n page 2
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CaLeNDar
May 22 (Fri.) Deadline for Laurelhurst 
newsletter copy and advertising 
June 7 (Sun.) 4:30 p.m. 
Bach Cantata Choral evensong 5 p.m.  
Lecture/Demonstration 4:30 p.m. 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, FREE
June 8 (Mon.) 7 p.m.  
LCC Board of trustees meeting 
St. Stephen’s Church
June 12 (Fri.) 11 a.m.  
Laurelhurst Garden Club 
Laurelhurst Community Center  
Call Cheryl for more info at 386-9106.
June 17 (Wed.) 6:45 to 9 p.m.  
LCC annual Meeting and  
Neighborhood appreciation Day 
Laurelhurst Community Center
June 19 (Fri.) 6 p.m.  
Father’s Day Celebration 
Enjoy a BBQ at the firepit, roasted 
marshmallows, and family activities 
Fee: $5 per person, register now. 
Laurelhurst Park Firepit

Nuisance Lawsuit Against LCC Withdrawn continued from page 1

allowed time for LCC to take “discovery” about the plaintiff’s claim and 
what was behind it. 
After the Seattle Hearing Examiner proceeding concluded, the plaintiff 
agreed with LCC to withdraw the lawsuit. The agreement provided that 
the plaintiff and plaintiff’s counsel would refrain from interference with 
LCC and would not “engage in any hostility of any kind against LCC....” 
While permitted to respond to LCC objections concerning Seattle Chil-
dren’s expansion, under the agreement such responses must be “ only on 
the merits” and may “not malign LCC.” 
The lawsuit was a major and expensive distraction. However, as reported 
elsewhere in this newsletter, it did not deter LCC from effective participa-
tion in the public hearing on the Seattle Children’s expansion. The expan-
sion plan was expected by Seattle Children’s and City staff to move on a 
fast track from the Hearing Examiner to the Seattle City Council. It had 
been treated as a foregone conclusion despite the serious questions it 
raised about compliance with the City’s Comprehensive Plan and Land Use 
Code. However, as a result of the public process, including LCC’s partici-
pation, the Examiner agreed that the EIS for the expansion was flawed in 
two critical respects and sent the EIS back to City staff. If the application 
had been allowed to proceed on to the City Council, a decision would have 
been made on the Children’s expansion in the absence of a fair analysis of 
Comprehensive Plan and Code compliance issues.  n

Hearing Examiner Upholds LCC’s Appeal of Childrens Expansion FEIS continued from page 1

LCC’s requests that the EIS be brought up to standard, LCC appealed. The 
appeal, filed in November 2008, was heard by the Hearing Examiner as 
part of the open public hearing on the Children’s application, commencing 
on March 2, 2009.
the Decision: In her decision, the Hearing Examiner agreed with LCC 
that: “The FEIS must include an analysis of land use impacts that will 
enable the decision-makers to make the requisite balancing judgments 
and reach an informed decision on the proposed MIMP [major institution 
master plan].” She concluded: “Instead, much of the discussion of the 
land use section of the FEIS reads as an advocacy piece for the proposal.”
The Hearing Examiner also ruled that the FEIS failed “to provide neces-
sary information on the scope and details of the impact of demolishing 
136 units of moderate-income housing [the Laurelon Terrace garden 
condominium complex]….”
LCC reaction: It is not often that a community group can succeed on an 
EIS appeal especially when both the City itself and a major Seattle insti-
tution are lined up against it. LCC appreciates that the Hearing Examiner 
took the time to review the volumes of information about Children’s 
proposed expansion and to validate key LCC concerns about the short-
comings in the EIS. Preparation of new EIS analysis that does not shrink 
from acknowledging the problems in Children’s proposal is just the first 
step toward a more appropriate Children’s expansion, consistent with the 
City’s Code and Comprehensive Plan, and neighborhood concerns.
LCC attorney Peter Eglick, who has handled several other cases involving 
area major institution expansions, commented: “All Seattle citizens and 
communities benefit from this decision. What is telling about the Hearing 
Examiner’s decision is her adoption of LCC’s argument that the EIS 
improperly “…avoids responding to a potentially unfavorable policy by 
using a canned statement that appears to presume that approval of the 
[Children’s Master Plan] is a foregone conclusion.” When the City’s own 
hearing examiner condemns in such terms a lengthy City EIS, it is a 
wake-up call that the City cannot just go through the motions.”  n

Times Feature 
The Seattle Times Real Estate 
section featured Laurelhurst as its 
Neighborhood of the Week April 4, 
2009. The article, “Laurelhurst is 
a good place to move up to,” was 
written by Tim Harville. Read it 
here: http://seattletimes.nwsource.
com/html/realestate/2008981505_
realneighborhood050.html, or from 
the link on LCC’s website.  n

Cornish Fine art Meets 
artisanal Cuisine
Enotria, Laurelhurst’s Italian-in-
spired restaurant, has entered into 
a partnership with Seattle’s Cornish 
College of the Arts as an exhibition 
venue for the College’s Mary Alice 
Cooley Collection. This collection of 
student prints will rotate every 3 to 
4 month. Chef David Hahne invites 
guests to come enjoy the pieces 
while they dine as part of Enotria’s 
continuing commitment to celebrat-
ing our regional bounty, culture, 
and community.

In addition to visual art, Enotria, 
features Cornish music alumni 
during May. Both the fine art 
display and the concert series are 
an added value for customers 
enjoying the May “3 for 30” Urban 
Eats Promotion. For a schedule of 
concerts, wine tastings, jazz 
brunches, and more, visit www.
enotriaseattle.com    

the uW Botanic Gardens invites comments on their union Bay Natural area 
Management Guidelines. review them until June 15 at http://depts.washing-
ton.edu/urbhort/. uWBG’s professor Kern ewing would appreciate neighbors’ 
input. ewing will be speaking at LCC’s annual meeting June 17.
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Delivery (206) 726.1717 
4 pm weekends • 5 pm weekdays 

Delivered to homes or the beach!

Voted “Best Pizza” 
by Seattle Weekly readers for 13 years.

Duane J. Covey
finanCial aDvisor

stocks • Bonds • Mutual funds • annuities 
retirement Plans • CDs • life insurance

3216 n.e. 45th st. Bus (206) 524-0050
seattle, Wa 98105 fax (206) 524-0051

uNCLassIFIeDs

AU PAIR: Czech woman, 19, qualified nurse 
assistant, very experienced with kids, niece of a 
Laurelhurst resident, is looking for a host family. 
Call 206-985-3883.
AVAILABLE VARIETY SERVICES: Housecleaning, 
laundry, ironing, alterations, cooking, etc.  
Mary, 286-8093.
BUSINESS ORGANIZING AND BOOKKEEPING: 
Over 15 years experience with Quickbooks and 
helping clients. 5-10 hours wanted. Call Colleen 
206-679-6483.
COFFFEE CLATCH: Now forming in Laurelhurst.  
Open to anyone interested in neighborhood 
news, reading, shopping, walking, gardening, 
kids, etc. Call Peggy at 206-715-3902.
COLLEGE ADMISSIONS COUNSELOR: 
Experienced; specializing in admissions to selec-
tive US colleges. Assistance with applications, 
essays. References available. Jill Davis, MS: 
729-3616; email College.Options1@gmail.com.
COMPUTER HELP – RAPID RESPONSE: 
Experienced teacher/tutoring. Hardware/soft-
ware installation. Microsoft certifications: Word, 
Excel, Access. Laurelhurst refs. Matt, 525-8077.
CRYSTAL CLEAN: 15 years successfully cleaning 
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Special 
cleaning projects, laundry, ironing, etc.; party 
cleaning; available weekends; quality guaran-
teed. crystalclean@live.com. 425-745-5753. 
DOG WALKER: Experienced, honest, reliable dog 
walker with excellent references and reasonable 

rates. www.walkdogwalk.com, e-mail walkdog-
walk@gmail.com, or call Erin Eskenazi at 384-
2125. Licensed and insured. 
FITNESS CONDITIONING: Laurelhurst Park 
Outdoors. Complete body workout focusing on 
each major muscle group. Mon. 6-7 am & Thurs. 
9:15-10:15 am. Contact Heather Griffith at  
206-778-4854 or hogriffith@comcast.net.
FOR LEASE: Bryant view home for lease; built 
1999, approx. 3500 sq. ft. Pets Ok. $3,500. 
View Photos http://pahester007.com/6222 or 
call Pat 206-595-1522.
FOR LEASE: Hawthorne Hills view home built in 
2007; 4,000 sq.ft.; 3 bdrm, 3 bath, 2 fireplaces. 
Fully furnished: $5,000; unfurnished $4000. 
View photos http://pahester007.com/5007 Main 
Floor. 206-595-1522.
FOR RENT: Laurelhurst/University Office Suite. 
Great location: close to Burke Gillman Trail, 
University Village, and UW. Share administra-
tion assistant, library, and conference room with 
attorneys and CPA. Possible joint marketing and 
referrals. Contact Carol 206-523-6470.  
FOR RENT: Vashon, Lovely Historic home, 10-
acres, 2-acres fenced, pet welcomed. Pastoral 
views. Call for details 206-612-5522. Rent week 
or 3-day minimum. 3-bdrm, cook’s kitchen! Katy 
FOR RENT: Villa Pacifica, waterfront villa in a 
secure gated community north of Puerto Vallarta  
Typically $1600/wk, maid service. Sleeps 4+, 
AC. 206-769-1300, nalisaec@w-link.net.
FOR SALE: Medium stain, pine children’s desk 
with hutch from “Go to Your Room”, $150 obo. 
206-396-3392

An Alliance of Independent Businesses

Maider & Knowles

Tom Maider, Brad Knowles & Kim Knowles
206.226.2535

www.laurelhurst.com

Your Laurelhurst Real Estate Professionals

robert Baskerville, Attorney at Law  
Formerly a Partner with Davis Wright Tremaine

Business, Real Estate, Estate Planning, Mediation

3513 NE 45th, Suite 2W (206) 523-9815

Dr. Janet K. Look - Licensed Psychologist

Dr. Look helps children, adolescents and adults create the
personal, school and professional success they want
through evaluation and psychotherapy.  Her work has been
featured in the New York Times, NBC Today Show and
MSNBC.

(206) 525-3210                              3626 NE 45
th
 Street #301

www.JanetLook.com                                Seattle, WA 98105

 

S E A S O N A L M A I N T E N A N C E , H O M E R E PA I R S ,
S M A L L I M P R O V E M E N T S

206-526-1349 www.fixhomeservices.com

4020 NE 55th St., Seattle (across from Metropolitan Market)

Complete Care for 
the Life of Your Pet

206-528-198O
Robin E. Riedinger, DVM

Brandi Eskesen, DVM
Medicine  Dentistry  Surgery

www.hhvh.net

Alison Urback
206.909.2892

GENERAL CONTRACTING: By UNION BAY 
BUILDERS. “Remodels/Build/Services” Located 
in Laurelhurst. You have seen our signs. Let us 
do the work! View www.unionbaybuilders.com 
or call 206-595-5567.
GOT PAIN? Neck/back pain? Car accident? 
Gardening making you sore? Chiropractic and 
Massage are now at Glow Natural Health Center 
in Laurelhurst! 225-4853. Massage special $50/
hr. if you mention this ad!
HOUSESITTING: Laurelhurst family of three 
would like to housesit in the neighborhood from 
mid-June to the end of July during remodel.  
Excellent references. Call Deb at 206-399-3155.
MOVING SALE: Leather sofa, loveseat; rugs; 
baker’s rack; end table; grill; Adirondack chairs; 
tools, more. May 23, 9 am-4 pm, 5403 Ivanhoe 
Pl. NE, Seattle 98105. Call 206-512-5171.
PAINTING: Joe the Painter. Joe Jabon.  
Cell: 383-6725; Email: joejabon@gmail.com. 
Affordable residential painting ... Licensed, 
Bonded and Insured ... Great references. 
PAINTING: Luis Ramirez. 465-3593. Interior and 
exterior. Many Laurelhurst references. Bonded 
and Insured.
STANDARD CAR SERVICE: To and from SeaTac, 
all other occasional needs. Efficient, reliable, 
prompt. Fully licensed & insured. Visit www.
standardcarservice.com or call 930-0316.
SUSAN’S CLEANING SERVICE: Cleaning special-
ist. Dependable, reliable, efficient. Licensed/
bonded/insured. 781-8876.

Sandra Lindsay Design
Providing residential design for 37 years

Furnishing, Remodels & New Construction
Professional Member - American Society of Interior Design

3620 NE 45th Street, Seattle - 206-527-1135
Please visit our website at sandralindsaydesign.com

Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times a year. 
Email unclassified advertising copy to laurelhurst-
news@comcast.net. Visit www.laurelhurstcc.com for 
information.www.laurelhurstcc.com  
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Wright Travel Since 1980

Sarah Wright

 (206) 524-8524
 wrighttravel@hotmail.com

We are your Laurelhurst neighbors
and associates of

Windermere Real Estate.
Please call if we can help with

any real estate need.

524-1100

Kate Allen 612-8424 
Molly Holm Brady 394-5020 
Toni Clayton 650-9550 
Debbie Jenner Culp 527-4648  
Kim Dales 235-7772 
Loie DiJulio 300-2400 
Mary Gibson 650-4341 
Scott Graham 799-3131 
Dale Kaneko 947-1223 
Cathy Millan 228-8558 
Renée Menti Ruhl 522-7029 
Barbara Shikiar 484-2446 
Jeri Smith 295-8785  
Maggie Weissman 226-0543

OFFICers & trustees

Jeannie Hale, President  525-5135 
email: jeannieh@serv.net

Liz Ogden, VP 517-5862 
Stan Sorscher, Sec. 522-7660 
Marian Joh, Treas. 985-9547 
Emily Dexter 526-2927 
Mark Holden 985-0055 
Colleen McAleer  525-0219 
Brian McMullen 367-9325 

Cary Lassen 524-1928 
Heather Newman 525-0085 
Don Torrie 524-4316 
Mark Trumbauer 527-8350 
Maggie Weissman 527-6646 
Leslie Wright 525-0467 

Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net; 525-0467

aircraft Noise hotline 433-5393 
animal Control 386-7387 
Police emergency or reporting 911 
Police, Non-emergency 625-5011 
Community Center 684-7529 

crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com 

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com

Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc. 
3505 NE 45th St., Seattle, WA  98105 

(206) 522-7003

Helen Kelleher Senseney   909-9367 
Dick Loudon                        818-2972 
Jenn Flynn                          427-3900

3617 N.E. 45th St.
Seattle, WA 98105               522-8515

Open Monday–Friday 
6 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturdays 6 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Brian Wright
finanCial aDvisor

stocks • Bonds • Mutual funds • annuities 
retirement Plans • CDs • life insurance

5000 30th ave. ne, suite 104  (206) 524-6472
seattle, Wa 98105 www.edwardjones.com
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PHYLLIS DUKES ~ MFA
photographer for family portraits

     
phyllisdukes@comcast.net

phone  206.523.0022

NO ENROLLMENT SPECIAL!
3811 NE 45th – 206.524.9246

www.prorobics.com
Locally owned and operated since 1982

Laura Martin, MS
MS, Exercise Physiology

ACSM NSCA ACE

CELL 206-409-8449

Hollingsw@hotmail.com

LauraMartinTraining@yahoo.com

Laura Martin Health Consultant
In-Home Personal Training


