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Refreshing a Timeless 
Peace Garden
“Thanks to initial funding 
from the Laurelhurst parent 
community by the PTA and a 
generous grant from the City 
of Seattle’s Department of 
Neighborhoods, the Aki Kurose 
Peace Garden rejuvenation 
project is underway at 
Laurelhurst Elementary,”  
reports Liz Becker.

The Peace Garden, originally 
created and dedicated in 1997 
to Akiko Kurose, beloved 
Laurelhurst Teacher and peace 
activist, will be beautified 
over the next month with the 
addition of benches and fresh 
plantings. Original student 
artwork, metal work and rockery 
that have been damaged by 
the elements will be repaired. 
The project will address some 
water drainage issues that have 
left original plants vulnerable 
to disease, including a beloved 
lilac tree. The landscape sketch 
and landscape design expertise 
were donated by David Berleth, 
Landscape Architect, PLLC.

Liz wrote, “We appreciate the 
support and recognition that the 
Peace Garden is a meaningful 
community resource for the 
neighborhood and the City. With 
current events of violence all 
around us, we think it imperative 
to help foster peace in our 
school, our neighborhood, our 
city, and our state.” A peace 
curriculum at Laurelhurst 
Elementary engages students to 
understand the Peace Garden’s 
history and the intention for 
which it was created.
For more information or to 
volunteer on the Peace Garden 
Project, please contact Liz 
Becker (lizhbecker@yahoo.com)  
or Rachel Howard-Hines  
(find_rachel@yahoo.com).  n

At LCC’s April board meeting, Friends of Battelle/Talaris presented its 
Seattle Landmark Nomination Report. The nomination will move through 
the review process sometime this summer. If the property is ultimately 
designated as a historic landmark, its development would require public 
hearings and reviews. Development is not prohibited but must conform 
with the original integrity of the design. 

Here is a summary from the Friends’ letter to the board: “Friends of 
Battelle/Talaris is a grassroots group of Laurelhurst neighbors who 
have come together as advocates for the preservation of the Battelle 
Memorial Institute Seattle Research Center/Talaris Conference Center. 
We care deeply about the community and value the former Battelle 
property as one of the most historically and architecturally significant 
sites in the neighborhood and the city. The nomination was prepared 
by six of us: Roberta Cation and Story Swett and their daughter, 
Jackie Swett, Kate Hokanson, Jeff Davies, and Janice Sutter. 
“We believe that this site, including the landscape, wetlands and 
buildings, meets the designation criteria for listing as a Seattle 
landmark. Michael Houser, State Architectural Historian, has 
confirmed our opinion of its significance by determining it is eligible 
for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.”

Also in April, 4000 Property LLC informed LCC that they have submitted 
a draft Seattle Municipal Code text amendment to the City DPD for 
review and consideration. George Thurtle and 4000 Property 
representatives have met with City Council members to present their 
plan to upzone the Talaris site from its single-family (SF) designation to 
one that accommodates multi-family housing. They expect the Council to 
vote on this in August. Should the Council not give them what they want, 
they intend to “focus our efforts solely on the zoned single-family (SF) 
option.” (90+ lots) It has been suggested that the property owner may 
choose to sell the property to another developer instead of pursuing the 
single-family option. Their preferred development alternative would yield 
between 250 and 333 market rate apartments and a short plat for 8 
single-family residences. This alternative would be a substantial increase 
in density in the neighborhood. Their ultimate intention may be to sell 
the developed property to a real estate investment trust (REIT), in which 
case local ownership likely would be lost.
LCC continues to work with its legal, land use, and architectural 
consultants to devise a better solution for the site’s development in an 
effort to balance the neighborhood’s quality-of-life issues with the 
property owner’s desire for a reasonable return on investment. LCC’s 
goals are to preserve green space, absorb manageable density, offer 
ownership opportunities in new housing units, and develop smart plans 
for transportation mitigation that will be important with any increased 
use of the site. LCC is hopeful that the property owners will develop a 
legacy plan that meets both their needs and the desires of the 
community.
If you have not already done so, please take a moment to pay LCC 2013 
annual dues and consider making an extra donation toward the expenses 
involved with contracting consultants to assist with strategies around the 
developing Talaris plans.  n

Talaris Updates: Landmark Nomination/ 
Owner Courts City for Upzone to Develop Plans
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CALENDAR

May 13 (Mon.) 7 p.m.  
LCC Board of Trustees 
Laurelhurst Community Center 
June 7 (Fri.) 5 5o 8 p.m. 
Ice Cream Social and Peace Garden 
Rededication 
Laurelhurst Elementary School
June 8 (Sat.) 10 a.m. to noon 
SUN Park Weed and Sweep 
47th Ave NE and NE 47th St. 
June 10 (Mon.) 7 p.m.  
LCC Board of Trustees 
Laurelhurst Community Center
Master Gardener Clinic  
Mondays, 4 to 8 p.m. 
Center for Urban Horticulture Atrium
Drop off donations for Elizabeth Gregory 
House, a U District women’s shelter, with 
Huda Giddens at 4338 N.E. 44th St. 
(Leave in dark green, covered bin at the 
front of the house.)
Laurelhurst Garden Club 
Second Friday of the month, 11 a.m. 
Laurelhurst Community Center 

Boat Parking on City Streets Is Restricted!

Thank you, Neighbors and Rep. Pollet — 
Basketball Court Project to Move Forward
For almost five years, LCC has had a contract with the state Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR) to maintain, restore, and enhance Waterway 
No. 1, located at NE 35th St. and 43rd Avenue NE. The contract included 
resurfacing the 70-year-old crumbling basketball court. Neighbors 
generously contributed to pay the full cost of upgrading the court. In the 
past few months, DNR imposed added conditions on replacing the court—
liability insurance and an annual lease fee ranging between $4,000 and 
$11,000. No fee has ever been imposed in the past and is contrary to 
state law.
LCC sought assistance from 46th district legislators and from neighbors. 
Everyone came through. Under the leadership of Representative Gerry 
Pollet, legislators worked with DNR to resolve the issues. In the 
meantime, 204 neighbors signed an online petition asking DNR to adhere 
to state law and waive the annual lease fee and liability insurance. 
Seventy-five neighbors signed a petition that was taken door to door. 
Many neighbors contacted the Commissioner of Public Lands, head of 
DNR, asking that the issues be resolved and that the project be allowed 
to move forward. These efforts made a difference.   
LCC had a successful meeting with representatives from DNR and the 
Seattle Parks and Recreation Department. Seattle Parks has agreed to 
enter into an agreement with DNR, with a primary purpose of public 
access and park uses. The City will work with the community on the 
continued maintenance of the waterway, including plant maintenance, 
shoreline clean-up activities, and rebuilding the existing basketball court. 
Liability issues associated with use of the waterway will be under the 
City’s umbrella self-insurance provisions. 
The basketball resurfacing project will move forward in the next month 
or two, and there will be no annual fee to the neighborhood. LCC will 
enter into an agreement with the Parks Department, similar to its former 
agreement with DNR, to maintain, restore, and enhance the waterway. 
LCC will continue to host work parties to implement the Waterway No. 1 
Enhancement Project.  n  

About that Giant New Sign on NE 45th St. 
As part of its traffic mitigation plan, Children’s Hospital is funding the 
Variable Message Sign (VMS) on NE 45th St. This sign will display 
traveler information relating to travel times, bridge openings, traffic 
incidents, and other important information as needed. Several 
transportation mitigation approaches designed to improve traffic flow 
were outlined in Seattle DPD’s Final Environmental Impact Statement for 
Children’s Hospital, including:
n  $500,000 for Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) for Sand Point 
Way and Montlake Boulevard:
n  Detection system to measure congestions linked to smart traffic 
    control devices that adapt to traffic conditions
n  Variable message signs to give real-time traffic information to drivers
n  Signal coordination and timing optimization
n  Signal controllers upgrades
n  Traffic camera installation  n

No vehicle wider than 80” can be parked legally on the street between 
midnight and 6 a.m. If a boat/trailer is less than 80” wide, it can be parked 
on the street providing the trailer is 
hitched to a vehicle. The 72-hour rule 
applies – meaning that the boat and 
vehicle must be moved every 
72-hours.  n 

U Village Updates
The 6-story, 700+ stall parking 
garage will open for customers this 
summer. Retail stores and 
restaurants in the new South 
Building will open in late fall and 
will include Liam’s, by Kurt 
Dammeier, owner of Beecher’s 
Cheese, Pasta & Co. and Bennett’s.
The Village will welcome the first 
Jonathan Adler store in Washington 
this summer. Jonathan Adler is “a 
design company dedicated to 
bringing style, craft and joy to your 
life.” The store will be located 
between Kid’s Club and Ann Taylor, 
outside of the children’s play area.
The 56th Annual Sidewalk Sale 
will be held Thurs., June 13, 
through Sun., June 16. The ever-
popular Fisher Scones will be on 
site for the weekend. Free valet 
parking will be available for 
customers next to Pottery Barn 
Kids all four days of Sidewalk Sale.
The 16th Annual Sounds of 
Summer Concert Series will be 
held on Wednesday nights from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m., July 10 through 
August 21, in the area in front of 
Crate and Barrel. The line-up will 
be announced soon. Visitors can 
enjoy small bites from U Village 
restaurants and the kid’s play area 
that features face painting, balloon 
animals, crafts and activities.  n



                Partnership for a Lifetime 
                          Excellence Education Prevention 

                          Comfort Compassion 

              206-528-1980
                       www.hhvh.net

Robin E. Riedinger, DVM
Brandi L. Eskesen, DVM

4020 NE 55th St   Seattle, WA - across from Metropolitan Market
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UNCLASSIFIEDS

AVAILABLE VARIETY SERVICES: Housecleaning, 
laundry, ironing, alterations, cooking, etc.  
Mary, 286-8093.
BEST CLEANING LLC: 20 years cleaning 
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Regular 
cleaning and special projects; before and after 
party cleaning; weekends; discounts for first 
time cleaning; quality guaranteed.  
206-948-2433. bestcleaning@outlook.com.
CHEERFUL AND RESPONSIBLE BABYSITTER: 
Laurelhurst resident 7th grader (13 yrs) who 
loves children and pets is available to babysit 
evenings & weekends. On-line booking!  
www.laurelhurstbabysitter.com
DOG WALKER: Experienced, honest, reliable dog 
walker with excellent references and reasonable 
rates. www.walkdogwalk.com, e-mail walkdog-
walk@gmail.com, or call Erin Jensen at 384-
2125. Licensed and insured. 
DRIVER’S NEEDED!: Do you or someone you 
know have an extra hour or two during the 
week that you could donate to help our aging 
neighbors by driving them to doctor’s appoint-
ments, the grocery store or a public talk at the 
library? Sign up to be a NEST volunteer and 
help us help our neighbors while building a 
strong community! Contact us at nestseattle.org 
or 206-525-6378.
HOME ORGANIZATION & MOVING SERVICE: 
Simplify your home! 1/3 off labor - new custom-
ers only. De-cluttering, organizing, downsizing 
or moving assistance. Professional, reliable, 
great references. Katie Hennings Larson @ 
206.307.9424 / www.MovesMadeSimple.com 

HOUSESITTING: I have a decade of experience 
house- and petsitting for Laurelhurst families! 
For rates or to inquire, email eliza.c.dornbush@
gmail.com or call 206-218-5022.
PAINTING: Luis Ramirez, 465-3593. Interior and 
exterior. Great Laurelhurst references. Bonded 
and insured. Any size job welcome.
RAPID COMPUTER HELP: PC/Mac. Upgrades; 
hardware, software installation; troubleshooting, 
repair. Spyware, virus removal. Windows,  
MS Office certifications. Local References.  
Matt, 206-498-8901.
REMODELING/HANDYMAN SERVICES: “Bob 
of All Trades.” Licensed, Bonded, Insured.
Lic#BOBALAT936N3. Reasonable rates, 
experienced, professional, reliable. www.
BobOfAllTrades.com. Email: bobstocco@gmail.
com or call 425-301-9265.
WANTED: Part-time help for single father of 3 
teenagers in Laurelhurst. Duties would involve 
grocery shopping, laundry, light housekeep-
ing, dog walking, driving of kids from school/to 
lessons, etc., usually in the afternoons. Brian:  
bhartdds@gmail.com
WANT TO PURCHASE LARGE LAURELHURST 
HOME up to $2+ million by a growing 
Laurelhurst family looking for a larger home in 
the neighborhood. All-cash buyer can offer short 
or long close. Please contact us at  
mariepaul553@yahoo.com. Thank you!

The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times 
a year. DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per 
issue, with a five-issue commitment paid in 
advance. Laurelhurst-area businesses have 
priority. UNCLASSIFIED ADS are free for 
PAID members of the Laurelhurst Community 
Club, except that repeat ads or ads deemed 
commercial (including home businesses, 
real estate rentals, and houses for sale) 
cost $20; 25-word maximum. Sorry, no 
unclassified ads taken by phone. Email copy to 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net. 
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Trask Orthodontics 
Orthodontics for all ages 

 
4540 Sand Point Way N.E. #300 

Seattle, WA 98105 
206-526-7846 
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For new clients only:   
Hair cuts = $20 off women, $8 off men  

Free hair cut ($59 value) with  
any purchase of chemical service. 
www.touchofcolorsalon.com 

206-522-1900
Facebook 

login: amanda touch of 
color salon

We’ve been renovating, refurbishing & 
restoring the beautiful Laurelhurst 

neighborhood for 25 years!
Steve Williams  •  206.522.9994

www.TheWilliamsCompanySeattle.com

Thanks to our advertisers for their support!

Call (206) 523-7315 for a 
personal visit and to learn more

about Ida Culver House Ravenna.
  2315 NE 65th St, Seattle • eraliving.com          
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T
H
E

3811 NE 45th – 206.524.9246 
www.theSeattleGYM.com

Have You Tried the Hot New Fitness Class?

Call (206) 306-7920 for a 
personal visit & to learn more.

Where senior living is full of JOY.

  450 NE 100th Street, Seattle • aljoya.com          

 Interested in contributing 
your enthusiam and talents 
to a great neighborhood? Get 
involved with LCC! Volunteer 
to be on a committee. Or, learn 
about trustee responsibilities at 
www.laurelhurstcc.com/LCC/
Trustees.html. Contact  
Emily Dexter at 526-2927 or 
edexter4@comcast.net.   n

SEATTLE SKIN & LASER
Cosmetic    Medical    Surgical Dermatology 

www.seattleskinandlaser.com    

(206) 525-1168 
3216 NE 45th Place, Suite 203, Seattle WA  98105

Proud to be a Laurelhurst business!
We treat infants, children, teens & adults
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Laurelhurst Blog  
http://thelaurelhurstblog.
blogspot.com/  
News, events, issues, restaurants, 
businesses and lots more. If you have 
a tip or story idea, send an email to 
laurelhurstblogger@gmail.com.  n 

We help people age where they’re 
most comfortable. At home.

Meal Preparation Hourly/Live In 
Light Housekeeping Skilled Nursing 
Errands/Shopping Care Management

www.familyresourcehomecare.com 
206.545.1092



PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage 

PAID
Seattle, WA

Permit No. 1793

Carrier Route Presort
Postal Customer

L E T T E R

LAURELHURST
Laurelhurst Community Club

PMB #373, 4616 25th Ave. NE
Seattle, WA 98105

OFFICERS & TRUSTEES

Jeannie Hale, President  525-5135 
email: jeannieh@serv.net

Colleen McAleer, VP 525-0219 
Stan Sorscher, Sec. 522-7660 
Emily Dexter, Treas.526-2927 
Kevin Chang  235-5253 
Kay Kelly  522-6773 
Linda Luiten 522-5607 

Brian McMullen 367-9325 
Liz Ogden  517-5862 
Don Torrie 524-4316 
Maggie Weissman 527-6646 
Leslie Wright 229-1505 

Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net; 229-1505

Aircraft Noise Hotline 433-5393 
Animal Control 386-7387 
Police Emergency or Reporting 911 
Police, Non-emergency 625-5011 
Community Center 684-7529 
Children’s Construction Hotline  987-7744 
24-Hour Crisis Line 206-461-3222 

crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com 

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com

Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc. 
3505 NE 45th St., Seattle, WA  98105 

(206) 522-7003

Helen Kelleher Senseney   909-9367 
Dick Loudon                        818-2972 
Jenn Flynn                           427-3900 
Cynthia Williams 769-7140 
E. John Doubt   491-7599

May 2013

Kate Allen  612-8424 
Debbie Jenner Culp 930-3888
Kim Dales  235-7772
Mary Gibson  650-4341
Dale Kaneko  947-1223
Cathy Millan  228-8558
John Pettas  734-8098
Barbara Shikiar 484-2446
Jeri Smith  295-8785
Maggie Weissman 226-0543

  Unique and carefully
 selected clothing for 

men and women.

Locally Owned
2906 NE 55th Seattle, WA 98105

www.jackjerome.com

Jon L. Way, DDS, MS, PLLC
Allyson S. Dkeidek, DDS, PLLC
Specialists in Pediatric Dentistry

Diplomates, American Board  
of Pediatric Dentistry

4500 Sand Point Way NE, Suite 208 
Phone: 206-525-4777  www.jonlwaydds.com

Up to 20% off all Washington 
and California wines.  
20% off on pre-order cases.
5436 Sand Point Way NE, Seattle 98105 
206-525-4340

CycleU.com • Bring ad in for 20% off repair

Daily Indoor Cycle Classes • Bicycle Repair
Behind City People’s

Deanna Irwin-Sires, MPT, OCS
www.VillagePTSeattle.com 

5417 Ivanhoe Place NE 
Seattle, WA 98105  
206-498-8496

Deanna@VillagePTSeattle.com 

 

Laurelhurst After School Enrichment Rooms Laurelhurst After School Enrichment Rooms Laurelhurst After School Enrichment Rooms    

 LASER Programs:  
 *“Rising Stars” Pre-K Readiness Program (4 & 5 year-olds) 
 *  Licensed Before/After School Childcare  (K–6th) 
 *  Before and After School Enrichment Classes 
 *  Day Camp on School Holidays and Breaks (K-6th)  
 *  Weekly Summer Camp (K-6th)  

 
Transportation is available through Seattle Public Schools (Please check with your individual school). 

For more information on our programs, rates, forms and camp schedules,  
please go to www.laserchildcare.org  

   www.laserchildcare.org    •    (206) 525-9160       •   laserinfo@comcast.net  
4530 46th Ave N.E.   •   Seattle WA 98105

(Located on Laurelhurst Elementary School Grounds) 
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Local 
Child 
Care!

Pre-K 
Readiness 
Program!

L.A.S.E.R. CHILDCARE PROGRAMS

Offering Before/After School Child Care, Day and Summer 
Camp, a Pre-K Readiness Program, and Enrichment Classes.

	  
4540 Sand Point Way NE, Suite 140, Seattle 98105  (206) 525-7000

12819 120th Ave. NE, Suite H, Kirkland 98034  (425) 821-0808

Over 20 years of 
experience. Offering
Invisalign and braces. 
Call for a 
complimentary 
evaluation today!  
Flexible payment plans. 


