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Fine Tuning Continues on SR520 Project
Noisy expansion joints
On April 12, LCC met with WSDOT officials and neighbors from Medina to 
hear a proposed solution to reduce noise on the large expansion joints on 
the new SR520 floating bridge. The project engineers worked with Mage-
ba, the manufacturer of the expansion joints, and recommended a pilot 
program to replace the joint seals with a new design and fill them with 
one or three durable foam materials to absorb the sound. The solution is 
similar to the Vancouver Bridge, but the durability of the foam and 
continual maintenance are negatives. Washington State allows studded 
tires and chains, which may also deteriorate the foam installation. The 
cost of the installation is estimated at $2 to 6 million after an initial pilot 
program to determine if it will work. The three-way movement of the 
floating bridge precludes using the “sinus plate” system that muffles 
expansion joints, which will be installed on the WABN section of the 
bridge in Union Bay. 
Lighting fixtures
A group of Laurelhurst neighbors have been working with WSDOT to test 
types of shields to re-direct the glare lighting on the north side of the 
SR520 floating bridge downward and away from the spill onto Lake WA 
and nearby residences. WSDOT has worked with the lighting fixture 
manufacturer to produce various prototypes that can be retrofitted onto 
the existing fixtures. Two new improvements are being tested with 
feedback given to WSDOT. The fixtures include enclosing the sides of the 
louvered shield to capture spilled side light. The second one allows light 
to shine from the bottom of the fixture.
A May public meeting is planned to determine the best solutions, and 
participating neighbors are encouraged by the progress and teamwork 
from WSDOT.
Noise variance request by WSDOT from the City of Seattle for night 
noise construction for seven years
More than 230 public comment letters were submitted to the City in 
opposition of allowing a seven-year noise variance up to 80 decibels 
(twice the EPA standard) by WSDOT while they demo and construct the 
“Rest of the West.”  LCC opposed it as well and asked that only EPA-level 
decibels be allowed for short terms for targeted work throughout the 
project. On April 27, Seattle DCI DENIED the request and will require 
WSDOT to re-submit for any/each noise variance. A big win!  n 

Save Union Bay 
Association
Now in its 47th year, the 
Laurelhurst nonprofit, Save Union 
Bay Association (SUBA) will soon 
survey the conditions in Union Bay 
and apply targeted treatments to 
reduce noxious weeds. The 
Invasive Weed Management 
Program is effective by partnering 
SUBA with matching funds from 
the University of Washington, grant 
money from the Department of 
Ecology, and environmentally safe 
supplies from the Department of 
Natural Resources. 
These funds are used to treat 
invasive weeds in the bay, making 
the water safer and clear for 
recreational use. The in-water 
treatments occur mid-May and 
mid-July, and sometimes in August 
for invasive non-native water lilies 
that choke out sunlight from water 
pathways of local fish, including 
juvenile salmon. 
SUBA will pay more than $28,000 
for this work to benefit all residents 
who use Union Bay. SUBA, a 
501(c)3 organization, depends on 
neighbors’ matching funds to 
perform this water quality clean up 
from invasive weeds. Please send 
your 100 percent tax-deductible 
donations to: 
SUBA Treasurer, 4115 NE Surber 
Drive, Seattle, WA 98105  n

June 12 (Mon.) 7 p.m.  
LCC ANNUAL NEIGHBORS 
MEETING 
Laurelhurst Community Center

Survey Elicits Constructive Comments
Thank you to all who took the time to complete and return last month’s 
newsletter survey! As of press time, LCC had received 65 responses,  
61 by mail and four via email – about 2.5 percent of readership. The 
responses trend very favorably, as you can read on the next page. The 
majority prefer a frequent printed publication and would support a  
slight dues increase. Those who prefer only electronic communication, 
naturally would not support that increase. Readers generally find 
something newsworthy, but there is a legitimate point that some “news” 
may already have been communicated on the blog or other source by  
the time the newsletter arrives in the mail. 
Mostly, it seems the newsletter provides a sense of community and 
belonging. Not a thing wrong with that.  n

This newsletter connects me to 
the wonderful neighborhood. 

It’s old-fashioned but I love it.  
I read it every time.  

Thank you!



NOTE: Not all respondents answered all questions; therefore, the total 
responses per question vary slightly.
How often do you read the LCC newsletter?
Always: 66 Usually: 4 Sometimes: 2  Seldom: 1 
Do you find the LCC newsletter content informative and relevant? 
Always: 41 Usually: 8 Sometimes: 12  Seldom: 1
How frequently would you like to receive LCC newsletters?
10 times per year: 31   Quarterly: 16    Quarterly or more: 9      
How do you prefer to learn about goings on in the neighborhood?  
Multiple responses noted.
LCC Newsletter: 56    LCC Constant Contact: 9    Laurelhurst Blog: 34 
Windermere/Laurelhurst magazine: 6     Laurelhurst Elementary: 1  
Nextdoor website: 2
Do you prefer a printed newsletter delivered to your mailbox or an 
electronic version delivered via email?
Always print: 25   Always electronic: 10   Either: 22   Neither: 1   Both: 9
Would you support a dues increase of $5 to supplement the cost of 
publishing and mailing a printed newsletter?
Yes: 34     No: 14    I don’t LCC pay dues: 15     (Pay Windermere dues 2)
Do you subscribe to LCC’s Constant Contact email network?
Yes: 7    No: 47     Subscribe me!: 23
Do you subscribe to the Laurelhurst Blog?
Yes: 32     No: 30

Reader Comments

I like the newsletter and would like to continue to receive it, by email of 
US mail. I hope you continue to publish the newsletter – sending by email 
or print. I prefer email. (I feel however there are still those in the 
neighborhood which still prefer a printed version of the newsletter.) n   
I sit at a computer all day and I appreciate having a newsletter I can  
read away from my desk. n  Of course, if you have something urgent to 
convey you can do so in addition to the quarterly LCC newsletter. 
Electronically. n  It would be great to have more information in the 
newsletter. Seems like there is more happening in and around the 
neighborhood. Maybe a couple of columnists on topics like schools; 
history; area events; restaurant reviews. n  Quarterly would be plenty 
– you could have a bigger calendar. This often seems redundant and late. 
Unclassifieds are good.  n  I prefer print but I understand about the cost. 
Electronic version would be okay. n  We like to read the LCC newsletter 
for “hard news that we can’t always find from other sources – items 
about the 520 construction, what’s happening at Children’s, real estate 
transactions, etc. We live in Windermere. n  Really enjoy reading it! 
Would like to know more about the crimes committed in the 
neighborhood. n  I love the blog!  n  Great job on our community 
newsletter! Always well written and very interesting content! Pretty 
inexpensive in a very expensive city! n  Please keep printed version. If 
it’s email only, then it is easy to miss or gloss over. The printed version is 
something that stands out in the mail. I read all the advertisements and 
want ads in printed newsletter. But don’t read them in email. Thank you. 
n  Excellent writing and information, especially with regard to building 
projects and interaction with the city (complaints, etc.). Thank you. n  
I’ve lived in Laurelhurst for 35 years and used to really look forward to 
learning about my neighborhood this way (newsletter). Now is a different 
time – by the time this arrives we all have read about these things 
already – online – maybe it still works for a very small part of the aging 
neighborhood who doesn’t use computer or iPhone. Thanks for asking 
– save the paper – it’s time. n  I read the newsletter because it is 
printed. If electronic, it would get lost in all the other mail that needs  
to be addressed.   n

Laurelhurst Letter Survey Results
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Council Viewpoints
City Councilmember Rob Johnson 
attended LCC’s April meeting and 
addressed several topics. Some of 
his responses are summarized 
below; others will be published in 
the June issue. 
n  Small local businesses in 
Laurelhurst and the U District are 
leaving and being replaced, but not 
necessarily with services for the 
neighborhoods. 
There are lots of changes going on, 
and the City is trying some 
incentives to make the area more 
attractive to businesses. One thing 
we found is that having commercial 
spaces that are too large (10,000 
sq ft), make it too expensive for 
locals. Instead we end up with big 
chains, so we are talking about 
dividing commercial spaces into 
1,500 sq ft spaces that will be 
more affordable. There is a need to 
create some write offs to 
incentivize small businesses.
n  Displacement of existing 
homeowners, especially seniors on 
fixed incomes, who cannot afford 
to pay the rising taxes is a 
concern. How do we keep them?
Property taxes are higher because 
home values have doubled. The 
City has a plan for seniors to let 
them pay tax bills when they sell 
their homes, so they can defer 
taxes now, and age in place. He 
suggested that LCC get with King 
County Assessor John Wilson to 
find out more about these 
programs. LCC will investigate.
n  Transportation – what real 
improvements are proposed for 
increasing mobility? 
We did not do a very good job of 
integrating bus service to Light 
Rail. The City will work in 
committee with Sound Transit and 
Metro to improve integration of 
services, and even work to create a 
drop-off zone near the UW Light 
Rail station.
n  Should the City give a seven-
year night noise variance to 
WSDOT while constructing the 
“Rest of the West”? 
The City will look hard at granting 
any noise variances to WSDOT and 
will not outright grant it without 
constraints. There is a new 
Ombudsman to coordinate issues 
about SR520 with WSDOT.  n



Call (206) 523-7315 for a 
personal visit and to learn more

about Ida Culver House Ravenna.
  2315 NE 65th St, Seattle • eraliving.com          
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UNCLASSIFIEDS

BABYSITTING AND PARTY HELP: Responsible 
teen available to babysit in your home or the 
Beach Club. Safe sitter and CPR certified. 
Cooking, art projects & fun! Also available for 
party set-up, serving and cleanup.  Contact 
Grace at 206.489.8083  $12/hour. 
BEST CLEANING LLC: 24 years cleaning 
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Regular 
cleaning and special projects; references from 
current clients; quality guaranteed.  
206-948-2433. bestcleaning@outlook.com.
CERTIFIED SAFE SITTER. Laurelhurst teen has 
taken hospital-administered Safe Sitter Class 
and has experience volunteering in Preschool 
programs. Fun, energetic, responsible and 
loves kids! Call Libby at 206-258-3335. Also 
available for dog sitting/walking. 
CHEERFUL AND RESPONSIBLE BABYSITTER: 
Laurelhurst high school junior with 3 years 
experience and loves children (and pets!) is 
available to babysit evenings & weekends. On-
line booking! www.laurelhurstbabysitter.com
MOVING: Let Moves Made Simple pack. We 
specialize in packing, unpacking, downsizing, 
organizing, de-cluttering and simplifying 
your life. Contact Katie Hennings Larson, 
206.307.9424, www.movesmadesimple.com for 
free consultation.  
PAINTING: Luis Ramirez 465-3593. Interior 
and exterior. Great Laurelhurst references. 
Bonded and insured. Any size job welcome.
RAPID COMPUTER HELP: PC/Mac. 
Upgrades; hardware, software installation; 
troubleshooting, repair. Spyware, virus 

removal. Windows, MS Office certifications. 
Local References. Matt, 206-498-8901.
REMODELING/HANDYMAN SERVICES:  
“Bob of All Trades.” Licensed, Bonded, 
Insured.Lic#BOBALAT936N3. Reasonable 
rates, experienced, professional, reliable. 
www.BobOfAllTrades.com. Email: bobstocco@
gmail.com or call 425-301-9265.
SEEKING SUMMER HOUSING: (Housesitting 
or Rental). July and/or early August. Family 
of 3 (husband raised in Laurelhurst). 
Flexible dates/length of stay. Contact Alec 
248-390-8202.
SUMMER READING FUN: Laurelhurst teen 
would love to help your young children with 
reading and writing this summer. In your 
home or at the library. Georgia 206.489.8083  
$12/hour.
WANTED: Laurelhurst Homes - As Is. Top 
Dollar Paid. I will buy your house as is. Don’t 
worry about problems or cleaning up or pre-
paring for sale.  Quick and easy cash sale. I 
live in the neighborhood. Call Mike, LREA, at 
206-459-9375.

Call (206) 306-7920 for a 
personal visit & to learn more.

Where senior living is full of JOY.

  450 NE 100th Street, Seattle • aljoya.com          

206.292.9090
206.715.4076 CELL

scrane@cranedunham.com
www.cranedunham.com

STEPHEN J. CRANE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Long-time Laurelhurst resident 
specializing in real estate, 
business, and litigation

CRANE DUNHAM PLLC

We help people age where they’re 
most comfortable. At home.

Meal Preparation Hourly/Live In 
Light Housekeeping Skilled Nursing 
Errands/Shopping Care Management

www.familyresourcehomecare.com 
206.545.1092

                Partnership for a Lifetime 
                          Excellence Education Prevention 

                          Comfort Compassion 

              206-528-1980
                       www.hhvh.net

Robin E. Riedinger, DVM
Brandi L. Eskesen, DVM
William G. Riley, DVM

4020 NE 55th St   Seattle, WA - across from Metropolitan Market

Dr. Robin E. Riedinger, DVM 
Dr. Brandi L. Eskesen, DVM

206-498-4606
ccrile@windermere.com

Living Laurelhurst, Selling Laurelhurst

The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times 
a year. DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per 
issue, with a five-issue commitment paid in 
advance. UNCLASSIFIED ADS are free for 
PAID members of the Laurelhurst Community 
Club, except that repeat ads or ads deemed 
commercial cost $20; 25-word maximum.  
Email copy to laurelhurstnews@comcast.net. 

Laurelhurst Blog 
http://thelaurelhurstblog.blogspot.com/  
News, events, issues, restaurants, businesses 
and lots more. Email a tip or story idea or 
subscribe at laurelhurstblogger@gmail.com. 
The blog and LCC are separate entities.  n 

CALENDAR
May 8 (Mon.) 7 p.m.  
LCC Board of Trustees 
Laurelhurst Community Center
May 13 (Sat.) 10 a.m. to noon 
SUN Park Weed and Sweep 
47th Ave. NE and NE 47th St.  
May 26 (Fri.) 5 p.m. 
Deadline for Laurelhurst Newsletter 
Copy and Ads
June 12 (Mon.) 7 p.m.  
LCC ANNUAL NEIGHBORS MEETING 
Laurelhurst Community Center
Drop off donations for Elizabeth 
Gregory House, a U District women’s 
shelter: Huda Giddens at 4338 NE 44th St.  
(Leave in dark green, covered bin at the 
front of the house.)
Master Gardener Clinic  
Mondays, 4 to 8 p.m. 
Center for Urban Horticulture Atrium

Sign up for LCC’s Constant Contact 
electronic newsletter for time-
critical communications: email 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net.

YOUR AD HERE!

Contact 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net 

$375 for 5 issues 
Your advertising supports 

the newsletter and community.

Integrative Cancer 
Care Now at Talaris
Erin Sweet, ND, MPH, FABNO, 
Bastyr University Research 
Institute, wrote to introduce the 
Orion Center for Integrative 
Medicine, an integrated health 
clinic located on the Talaris 
campus. Their mission is “to 
connect patients, survivors, and 
families with scientifically 
supported integrative medicine 
care, provided in a compassionate 
manner by practitioners with 
expertise in oncology.”
Offered health services include 
psychotherapy, acupuncture, 
naturopathic medicine, and 
massage therapy. Integrative 
practices augment standard 
medical treatment and support 
patients before, during, and after 
treatment to improve health-
related quality of life and improve 
outcomes. Sweet writes, “We are 
excited to be a member of the 
Laurelhurst community and looking 
forward to serving you.”  
For more information visit www.
orionskywellness.org or call  
206-525-0171.  n



 

Benjamin Law Group 
Andrew L. Benjamin       Nathan S. Benjamin 

Laurelhurst Office 
(206) 622-8953     www.benjlaw.com 

   Divorce   /  Wills  /   Personal Injury,,,      
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OFFICERS & TRUSTEES
Jeannie Hale, President  525-5135 

email: jeannieh@serv.net

Colleen McAleer, VP 525-0219 
Emily Dexter, Treas.526-2927 
Robin Chalmers 525-2028 
Kay Kelly  522-6773 
Linda Luiten 522-5607 
Brian McMullen 367-9325 

Liz Ogden  517-5862
Connie Sidles 522-7513 
Stan Sorscher 522-7660 
Don Torrie 524-4316 
Leslie Wright 229-1505 

Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net; 229-1505 
Aircraft Noise Hotline 433-5393 
Animal Control 386-7387 
Community Center 684-7529 
Laurelhurst Beach Club (business) 729-3724 
Police Emergency or Reporting 911 
Police, Non-emergency 625-5011 
24-Hour Crisis Line 461-3222 

Security: crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com 
Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com
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Kate Allen  612-8424 

Chet Crile  498-4606

Kim Dales  235-7772

Mary Gibson  650-4341

Dale Kaneko  947-1223

Cathy Millan  228-8558

Renee Menti Ruhl 850-1800

Barbara Shikiar 484-2446

Jeri Smith  295-8785

Maggie Weissman 226-0543

Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc. 
(206) 522-7003 

Helen Kelleher Senseney    909-9367 
Dick Loudon                         818-2972 
Sharon Johnson 745-2673
Eddie Muanda   915-7041  
Cynthia Williams                      769-7140
Jenn Flynn                           427-3900

Locally owned Real Estate Company
Excellent reputation,

customized customer service, team approach.

3505 NE 45th St. 
Seattle 98105 

KAREN PECOTA

Karen Pecota
Licensed Electrologist since 1977

  206.794.1258
  www.sandpointelectrolysis.com
Hawthorne Hill Professional Center
4026 NE 55th Street, Suite E

LASER Childcare 
Offering before and after-school childcare, 

day/summer camp, Parent Night Out,  
and enrichment classes 

Located at Laurelhurst 
 & Bryant Elementary 

www.laserchildcare.org    (206) 525-9160 

ALL ARE  
WELCOME

206-524-8885 | www.thevilla.org

In the heart of Laurelhurst

Independent | Progressive | Catholic
Preschool - 8th grade

LAURELHURST

T
H
E

FREE ENROLLMENT
Reduced rates and save 20% – 40%

3811 NE 45th Street • 524-9246
www.theseattlegym.com

Annual 
New Years Specials!

Batter Up! 
LCC’s annual tradition of 
sponsoring a Little League 
team helps cover the cost of 
uniforms, equipment, field 
maintenance, insurance and 
training programs. Affordable 
softball and baseball for girls and 
boys in our community is 
important for kids and families. 
Games will be in full swing at 
Laurelhurst Park this season. 
Why not head out to the park 
and cheer on the teams?  n   


