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as Process Moves to City: What Is LCC’s 
Position regarding Children’s expansion?
LCC has worked intensively for two years to promote an expansion plan 
for Seattle Children’s that allows the hospital to nearly double in size on  
its Laurelhurst campus while preserving the livability and vitality of the 
surrounding communities. Children’s rejected this approach and asked  
that the Seattle Hearing Examiner approve much more – a tripling in size, 
with the hospital’s campus officially expanded for the first time to take in 
buildings across Sand Point Way. 
The proposed expansion would make Seattle Children’s the largest 
pediatric hospital in the country. The average size of the top 10 children’s 
hospitals is 313 beds. Children’s plan calls for 600. 
This past summer, the City’s Hearing Examiner ruled that LCC’s concerns 
were valid and that Children’s plan was just too much – it went past the 
tipping point between hospital expansion and neighborhood preservation.
LCC continues to seek a compromise even while the City Council considers 
Children’s appeal. And, LCC still hopes that Children’s will be willing to 
meet us halfway.

LCC supports:
n  Expanding significantly the Major Institution Overlay (MIO) boundary  
 to include 6.75 new acres (Laurelon Terrace condominium site).
n  Increasing the current maximum MIO height limit from 90’ to 105’
n  Enlarging the current footprint where tall tower heights of 90’ and   
 105’ would be allowed 

LCC seeks reasonable changes to Children’s current proposal:
n  Reduce the expansion from 1.5 million square feet (plus mechanical   
 space) to 750,000 square feet – a size that would better balance the  
 20-year projected needs of Children’s with those of the    
 neighborhood.
n  Eliminate expansion across Sand Point Way NE (Hartmann Building).
n  Limit maximum building heights to 105’.
n  Provide a 75’ setback along all Children’s NE 45th Street frontage.
n  Eliminate entrances to Children’s on 40th Avenue NE.
n  Place the Southwest Parking Garage underground. 

This is the first time in Seattle’s history that a Hearing Examiner has ruled 
there was no choice but to recommended denial of a Major Institution 
Master Plan. If the Examiner’s reasoned decision is swept away, the 
message will be clear for every neighborhood counting on the balance of 
development and neighborhood integrity in Seattle’s zoning laws: money 
talks, institutional pressure wins, the Hearing Examiner is only respected 
when she rejects neighborhood concerns.
Meanwhile, the City Council’s Planning, Land Use and Neighborhoods 
Committee is tentatively scheduled to hear its first briefing on Children’s 
proposal at 9 a.m. Nov 18. The committee will not hear any oral 
arguments at this meeting. A detailed agenda is available at  
www.cityofseattle.net/council/committees/planning_comm.htm.  
Council procedures in this matter are governed by quasi-judicial rules, 
which specifically prohibit communication with council members.  n

LCC expresses strong 
support for Libraries
Seattle’s library system provides 
open access to information, re-
sources, and services for our 
diverse communities. The books 
and other resources inspire and 
help residents to meet personal, 
educational, cultural, vocational, 
recreational, and professional 
information needs. The Seattle 
Public Library is a leading force in 
our community providing educa-
tional enrichment for all ages and 
abilities and helping to promote 
equality of opportunity. 
For these reasons, library hours 
should not be cut and unpaid 
furloughs of employees should be 
rejected.  
LCC wrote city council members to 
urge support for funding to restore 
library hours to current levels. The 
City’s proposed budget would cut 
library hours at 21 branches, 
including the North East Branch – 
the most widely used branch in the 
system. The proposed budget 
would close 21 branch libraries on 
Fridays and Sundays. 
LCC acknowledges the difficulty of 
addressing Seattle’s $72 million 
budget shortfall. But, in these 
difficult economic times, library 
services are in high demand and 
should not be cut. Librarians 
provide key services to families, 
children, and community groups. 
The City should do all it can to keep 
libraries open and ensure that the 
quality of staff is retained. Unpaid 
leave may hamper the City’s ability 
to retain dedicated, quality staff.  n  

Thanks for Your Support 
Thank you for your continuing 
support to meet the financial 
challenge of working for a 
sustainable and reasonable 
Children’s expansion. Please make 
your secure donation to LCC today 
at www.laurelhurstcc.com. 
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CaLeNDar

November 12 (Thurs.) 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Viaduct replacement Open house 
University Presbyterian Church 
November 13 (Fri.) 
Laser 25th anniversary event 
RSVP: laserinfo@comcast.net 
Laurelhurst Gym
November 13 – 29  
hONK! seattle Musical theatre 
Call 206-363-2809 or visit  
www.seattlemusicaltheatre.org for 
information.
November 22 (Sun.) 1 p.m. 
Villa academy Open house 
Tour the campus, meet faculty and 
administration, and learn more about 
programs for preschool through 8th grade. 
5001 NE 50th St., admission@thevilla.org 
November 24 (Tues.) Deadline for 
Laurelhurst newsletter copy and 
advertising
December 6 (Sun.) 3 to 4:30 p.m.  
the Broads of Broadway holiday show 
Fall Music Series  
Ida Culver House Ravenna 
December 11 + 12  (Fri., 1 to 8:30 p.m.; 
Sat., 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.) 
holiday on earth art sale + activities 
Laurelhurst Community Center
December 14 (Mon.) 7 p.m.  
LCC Board of trustees meeting 
St. Stephen’s Churchwww.laurelhurstcc.com  

LCC urges Budget Funding for Crime Prevention
In a recent letter to the city council, LCC expressed concern with the lack 
of funding provided in the 2010 budget for Crime Prevention and Commu-
nity Service officers. While public safety funding is a priority in the City’s 
proposed budget – LCC supports the commitment to add 20 new officers 
– additional funding needs to be provided for crime prevention and 
community service officers. 
Seattle’s former highly successful crime prevention program is all but 
defunct now due to lack of funding. LCC believes that police working in 
partnership with the community to keep our city safe is extremely cost-
effective. Police cannot be everywhere at all times, and Block Watch 
programs and other community efforts can provide great assistance. 
Block Watch has proven to be an effective deterrent of crime at the 
neighborhood level; but without adequate funding, the safety of our 
communities is at greater risk. (Visit LCC’s website to learn more about 
starting a Block Watch for your block.) 
In 2004, the city council eliminated virtually all of the funding for commu-
nity service officers. LCC believes this was a major mistake and urges 
funding be restored. Community service officers perform important roles 
assisting the police and the community such as: juvenile runaway case 
management and assistance to abused and neglected children; checking 
on the well being of the elderly and other vulnerable people; crisis inter-
vention services and assistance in finding emergency housing. Now, if 
time permits, sworn officers must divert their attention to these matters. 
The bottom line is that these much-needed services are not provided at 
the level of service that is needed. The community service officer program 
is an effective and efficient use of funds and should be reinstated.
LCC hopes the city council considers its recommendations regarding 
public safety funding in the budget process.   n

alert! Viaduct to Close 
for replacement?
The NE 45th Street Viaduct’s 
existing 468-foot west approach is 
nearing the end of its structural life 
and needs to be replaced to main-
tain a safe and efficient travel 
corridor for vehicles, pedestrians, 
and bicycles. The Seattle Depart-
ment of Transportation (SDOT) is 
planning to replace the west ap-
proach during the summer of 
2010. The project is part of the 
City of Seattle’s Bridging the Gap 
program, and will cost roughly $30 
million.
SDOT is hosting an open house on 
Thursday, November 12, 4:30 – 
7:30 p.m. at the University Presby-
terian Church (4540 15th Avenue 
NE) to talk with neighbors, busi-
nesses, and commuters about the 
project. Learn about the project 
schedule, design plans, construc-
tion impacts, and potential detour 
routes.
Project website: www.seattle.gov/
transportation/45th-bridge.htm 

Couple Leads suN Park Maintenance team
Dana hurley and Matt thomlinson, who moved to Laurelhurst in 2006, 
led SUN Park’s Weed and Sweep Brigade this summer and fall.
“We both are Washingtonians and have lived in Seattle the better part of 
our lives. We’re proud Huskies and 
enjoy going to the football games and 
tailgating with friends. We transplant-
ed ourselves from Greenlake to 
Laurelhurst to enjoy the quiet atmo-
sphere and sense of community we 
had heard so much about. 
Shortly after moving, we discovered 
SUN Park on the corner of NE 47th St. 
and 47th Ave. NE, and were im-
pressed by the community involve-
ment. We knew we had to participate 
in this wonderful project. 
It didn’t take long for us to meet SUN co-chairs Dixie Porter and Jean 
amick and realize the need for a garden maintenance crew. Support 
from proud neighbors along with our elbow grease, make for fun work 
parties. We’re excited to see the plantings grow and to meet even more 
willing Laurelhurst volunteers.”
Dana and Matt, who also regularly purchase Metropolitan Market gift 
cards to benefit SUN Park’s ongoing maintenance fund, are two of the 
450 donors who created this green spot. 
PHOTO by Phyllis Dukes  n



LaureLhurst Letter  •  November 2009

Delivery (206) 726.1717 
4 pm weekends • 5 pm weekdays 

Delivered to homes or the beach!

Voted “Best Pizza” 
by Seattle Weekly readers for 13 years.

Duane J. Covey
finanCial aDvisor

stocks • Bonds • Mutual funds • annuities 
retirement Plans • CDs • life insurance

3216 n.e. 45th st. Bus (206) 524-0050
seattle, Wa 98105 fax (206) 524-0051

uNCLassIFIeDs

AVAILABLE VARIETY SERVICES: Housecleaning, 
laundry, ironing, alterations, cooking, etc.  
Mary, 286-8093.
CHRISTMAS LIGHT HANGING: Let Holiday Spirit 
Lighting hang your lights for you! Professional, 
custom design and we donate to Toys for Tots. 
www.holidayspiritlighting.com, 206-941-2959.
COMPUTER HELP – RAPID RESPONSE: 
Experienced teacher/tutoring. Hardware/soft-
ware installation. Microsoft certifications: Word, 
Excel, Access. Laurelhurst refs. Matt, 525-8077.
COUNSELOR in your neighborhood: Licensed 
Masters-level counselor offering support to 
seniors and adults struggling with depression 
and life transitions, including family consults on 
Dementia. Lindsey Hewes, 206-335-9995.
CRYSTAL CLEAN: 15 years successfully cleaning 
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Special 
cleaning projects, laundry, ironing, etc.; party 
cleaning; available weekends; quality guaran-
teed. crystalclean@live.com. 425-745-5753. 
DOG WALKER: Experienced, honest, reliable dog 
walker with excellent references and reasonable 
rates. www.walkdogwalk.com, e-mail walkdog-
walk@gmail.com, or call Erin Eskenazi at 384-
2125. Licensed and insured. 
FOR RENT: Charming 3+ bedrooms/3 bath 
Laurelhurst home available Nov.- April. $3,500/
mo., Close to park, Burke-Gilman, walk to UW. 
Call for details: 206-618-3981.
FOR SALE: Need a light, updated, nearby 
condo for in-laws or student? 1 bdrm loft style 
w/balcony. Magnuson Pointe $229,000. Maggie 
Weissman, 206-226-0543.

MOVING ASSISTANCE: Moves Made Simple is 
committed to helping older adults downsize/
pack their homes and moving to a retirement 
community. Katie Larson @ 206-307-9424 or 
www.MovesMadeSimple.com.
PAINTING: Joe the Painter. Joe Jabon. Cell: 383-
6725; Email: joejabon@gmail.com. Affordable 
residential painting... Small jobs and condos 
welcomed… Licensed, Bonded and Insured... 
Great references. 
PIANO: Looking to Buy or Sell? Contact  
www.thepianoconnection.com, a music teacher-
founded service. Steinway, Schimmel, and 
Wurlitzer grands starting at $7,900.  
Esther Warkov, Ph.D., 206-659-0038.
REMODELING/HANDYMAN SERVICES: “Bob 
of All Trades” Licensed, Bonded, Insured. 
Lic#BOBALAT936N3. Reasonable rates, 
experienced, professional, reliable. www.
BobOfAllTradesLCC.com. Call 425-301-9265.
FOR RENT: Beautiful house to share with owner. 
2 bedrooms with full bath and family room 
available; shared kitchen, living room, patio, 
deck. Partial view. $1,050 includes utilities. 
jenny0609@comcast.net. 206-459-1207.
SHOP: Handcrafted gifts from 31 countries at 
voluntee-run Ten Thousand Villages fair trade 
store. Conscious shopping! 6417 Roosevelt Way 
NE, Seattle, close to Whole Foods.
SUSAN’S CLEANING SERVICE: Cleaning special-
ist. Dependable, reliable, efficient. Licensed/
bonded/insured. 781-8876.
WANTED: Danish professor and his wife are 
seeking to rent apartment or housesit for you 
from December 12 to January 5. Please call 
206-525-5066.

Dr. Janet K. Look - Licensed Psychologist

Dr. Look helps children, adolescents and adults create the
personal, school and professional success they want
through evaluation and psychotherapy.  Her work has been
featured in the New York Times, NBC Today Show and
MSNBC.

(206) 525-3210                              3626 NE 45
th
 Street #301

www.JanetLook.com                                Seattle, WA 98105

4020 NE 55th St., Seattle (across from Metropolitan Market)

Complete Care for 
the Life of Your Pet

206-528-198O
Robin E. Riedinger, DVM

Brandi Eskesen, DVM
Medicine  Dentistry  Surgery

www.hhvh.net
















The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times 
a year. DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per 
issue, with a five-issue commitment paid in ad-
vance. Laurelhurst-area businesses have prior-
ity. Call Leslie at 229-1505. UNCLASSIFIED ADS 
are free for PAID members of the Laurelhurst 
Community Club, except that repeat ads or ads 
deemed commercial (including home business-
es, real estate rentals, and houses for sale) cost 
$20; 25-word maximum. Sorry, no unclassified 
ads taken by phone. Email copy to laurelhurst-
news@comcast.net, or mail it to 4721 47th Ave. 
NE, Seattle, WA 98105. Please include your 
name, address, and phone number. All ads are 
subject to space availability.

peter nalis ad 
villa pacifica paid 
thru Sept09

2009-2010

hONK! 
Nov. 13 – 29 
Based on the Hans Christian 
Anderson’s classic story The 
Ugly Duckling. This will be 
fun for the whole family! Call 
206-363-2809 or visit www.
seattlemusicaltheatre.org for 
ticket information and times. 

Join LCC’s Constant 
Contact Network! 
About once a month, LCC sends 
an email newsletter via Constant 
Contact. To subscribe, email  
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net.   n 

(206) 523-8400 
5300 24th Avenue NE

Seattle, WA 98105
Equal Housing Opportunity

Located adjacent to University Village and Ravenna 
Park, the new Merrill Gardens at the University boasts 
beautiful studio, one and two bedroom courtyard units.

at the university
A one of a kind retirement community

Laurelhurst Blog  
http://thelaurelhurstblog.
blogspot.com/  
News, events, issues, restaurants, 
businesses and lots more. If you have 
a tip or story idea, send an email to 
laurelhurstblogger@gmail.com.  n 
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Laurelhurst Community Club
PMB #373, 4616 25th Ave. NE

Seattle, WA 98105

Wright Travel Since 1980

Sarah Wright

 (206) 524-8524
 wrighttravel@hotmail.com

We are your Laurelhurst neighbors
and associates of

Windermere Real Estate.
Please call if we can help with

any real estate need.

524-1100

Kate Allen 612-8424 
Toni Clayton 650-9550 
Debbie Jenner Culp 527-4648  
Kim Dales 235-7772 
Loie DiJulio 300-2400 
Mary Gibson 650-4341 
Scott Graham 799-3131 
Dale Kaneko 947-1223 
Cathy Millan 228-8558 
Renée Menti Ruhl 522-7029 
Barbara Shikiar 484-2446 
Jeri Smith 295-8785  
Maggie Weissman 226-0543

OFFICers & trustees

Jeannie Hale, President  525-5135 
email: jeannieh@serv.net

Stan Sorscher, Sec. 522-7660 
Marian Joh, Treas. 985-9547 
Emily Dexter, VP 526-2927 
Colleen McAleer  525-0219 
Brian McMullen 367-9325 
Cary Lassen 524-1928 
Len Nelson  

Don Torrie 524-4316 
Mark Trumbauer 527-8350 
Maggie Weissman 527-6646 
Kirsten Whitcomb 579-7219 
Adrian Whorton 729-3443 
Leslie Wright 229-1505 

Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net; 229-1505

aircraft Noise hotline 433-5393 
animal Control 386-7387 
Police emergency or reporting 911 
Police, Non-emergency 625-5011 
Community Center 684-7529 

crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com 

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com

Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc. 
3505 NE 45th St., Seattle, WA  98105 

(206) 522-7003

Helen Kelleher Senseney   909-9367 
Dick Loudon                        818-2972 
Jenn Flynn                          427-3900

3617 N.E. 45th St.
Seattle, WA 98105               522-8515

Open Monday–Friday 
6 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturdays 6 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Brian Wright
finanCial aDvisor

stocks • Bonds • Mutual funds • annuities 
retirement Plans • CDs • life insurance

5000 30th ave. ne, suite 104  (206) 524-6472
seattle, Wa 98105 www.edwardjones.com

November 2009

Approachable, Affordable, Artisanal Cuisine Melding Italy &
the Pac. NW / Dinner, Wine & Spirits from 5PM daily /

Happy Hr. & 1/2 / Wine Club / Tasting & Live Music Events /
Parties & Catering / Summer Jazz Brunch

 3515 NE 45th St., Seattle WA 98105
206-527-5039 / enotriaseattle.com

3811 NE 45th – 206.524.9246
www.prorobics.com

Locally owned and operated since 1982

Holiday Special! 10 visits for $10
All proceeds go to benefit Children’s Hospital.

Great stocking stuffer!

haPPY thaNKsGIVING


