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New Seattle Tree Ordinance Proposed
by Connie Sidles, LCC Trustee
For anyone in Seattle who loves trees, City Councilmember Rob John-
son’s proposal to replace the city’s current tree ordinance is must read-
ing. Johnson’s proposal, released in August 2018, seeks to revise Tree 
Protection Ordinance SMC 25.11 so as to make tree protection simpler 
for developers and homeowners to understand, thereby (presumably) 
leading to better compliance.
Appearing before the LCC’s trustees at our September meeting, Johnson 
said simplicity was a driving reason for revising current regulations. He 
also said he wanted to make tree cutting regulations apply to private 
homeowners’ property, as well as to developers’.
By making the regulations simpler and by including all of Seattle’s tree 
canopy, Johnson hopes to improve urban habitat with more trees, lead-
ing to known health benefits of cleaner air and cooler temperatures. A 
close reading of the proposal, however, raises doubt that the city’s stated 
goal of maintaining or increasing a canopy cover of 30% would ever be 
achieved under this new proposal.
First, Johnson’s proposal eliminates limits on the number of trees that 
can be cut each year. Second, the proposal removes any prohibition to 
cut down exceptional or heritage trees or groves. Exceptional and heri-
tage trees are the largest ones in the city. Third, the new proposal places 
no restrictions on cutting down trees greater than 6 inches in diameter 
on undeveloped lots. 
Instead, developers and homeowners would be required to mitigate tree 
removal by planting new trees. Developers would be required to plant 
new trees somewhere in the city, though the proposal ordinance gives no 
guidance about where such trees might be planted. Private homeowners 
would be required to plant two new trees somewhere on their property. 
Such trees would by necessity be much smaller than the trees they 
would replace, at least for many years. Thus, it’s possible this ordinance 
would result in smaller canopy coverage in the city, at least until the 
young trees reach maturity. For some species, this would require half a 
century or more.
If planting new trees is too onerous, developers could pay into the city’s 
Tree Replacement Fund. This fund would be used by city employees to 
plant trees somewhere, though it was unclear where large numbers of 
new trees could be planted within city limits. When asked if these new 
payments into an existing line item budget would enable the City Council 
to reduce the current budget, Johnson said he did not know.
Enforcement of the proposed ordinance is also unclear. Johnson said he 
believed volunteer tree stewards could be relied upon to monitor compli-
ance and mitigation.
Initially, this proposal was scheduled for a vote before the end of the 
year. Johnson told the LCC trustees that he hopes to get more public 
comment, and a vote won’t be held until early in 2019. To read the 
proposal for yourself, here is a link to Rob Johnson’s website: https://
www.seattle.gov/council/meet-the-council/rob-johnson/trees-for-all – 
scroll down to “Resources” and click on “Draft Legislation” for a copy of 
the proposal.
If you would like to join Connie’s new LCC committee on environmental 
issues, please email her at constancesidles@gmail.com.  n

Save 35th Avenue NE
LCC wrote the mayor, city council, 
and SDOT to express concerns 
regarding the 35th Avenue NE 
paving project from 47th to 85th 
and to urge reevaluation of the 
addition of protected bike lanes. 
The loss of on-street parking will 
have major impacts on emergency 
vehicle response times and traffic 
flow, as well as on business and 
residential parking.
SDOT has failed to address 
community concerns and 
alternatives. In 2016, SDOT 
advised against adding protected 
bike lanes and noted the 68 
percent opposition to this 
unwarranted project at taxpayer 
expense. The traffic analysis 
performed only used computer 
modeling, not field calibrations. 
Travel times are underestimated, 
especially the delays due to traffic 
blocked by buses with the 
eliminated lane for traffic. 
Bicylists have safe alternative 
routes, especially the greenway on 
38th and 39th that connects to the 
Burke-Gilman Trail. In fact, several 
cyclists attended LCC’s September 
meeting to address their concerns 
about the paving project on 35th 
Ave. NE. They all expressed the 
overwhelming opposition of fellow 
cyclists, citing the dangerous 
conditions created when bicycling 
on heavily trafficked arterials, and 
stated they will not use them.
Seattle councilmember Rob 
Johnson attended the LCC meeting 
as well and responded that adding 
the bike lane striping was partly 
budget driven since the street is 
being repaved.
The focus of this project should be 
pedestrian safety and preservation 
of the neighborhood, not the 
unwanted addition of bike lanes. 
Neighbors and cyclists do not want 
this. LCC supports the efforts of 
Save 35th Avenue NE.  n
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Get to Know Your LCC Representatives
New Trustee Janice Sutter has lived in Laurelhurst since 1983 – on 
Webster Point, 55th NE, and now Belvoir. She is a graduate of Whitman 
College and the UW School of Law. She retired from the practice of law in 
2014. “My special interest is retaining the character of our lovely 
neighborhood. I was fortunate to join four other neighbors in forming 
Friends of Battelle/Talaris. Through our efforts, the campus is now 
protected by designation as a historic site.” 
New Trustee Jim Rupp is a Laurelhurst native whose parents lived in the 
neighborhood from 1938 to 1989. He moved back to the neighborhood in 
1983. Jim “is pleased to join a long line of trustees (including my father) 
who have worked hard to keep Laurelhurst a unique and beautiful 
neighborhood.” Jim and his wife Susan have been married for 23 years 
and have two children in college. He is a graduate of Roosevelt High 
School, Whitman College, and Seattle University Law School. Jim 
practiced law in downtown Seattle, then joined Fluke Corporation and 
retired as general legal counsel in 2012. Jim has served on a number of 
community boards including the Board of Directors of the Friends of the 
UW Libraries and the Board of Visitors of Seattle University School of 
Law. In 2016, he concluded a nine-year period as a trustee of the 
Museum of History & Industry (MOHAI) and now chairs MOHAI’s Trustee 
Alumni organization. Jim is also a trustee and secretary of the Pacific 
Northwest Historians Guild.
Jim’s new book, Art in Seattle’s Public Spaces, from SoDo to South Lake 
Union, is being published by the University of Washington Press and will 
be available in local bookstores on November 21. His first book on the 
subject, Art in Seattle’s Public Places, An Illustrated Guide, was also 
published by the UW Press in 1992.
Co-president Jeannie Hale has served as LCC president for about 20 
years and is past president of the Northeast Seattle District Council.
Jeannie is a long-time Laurelhurst resident. She is an attorney with 
extensive experience lobbying public officials at the state and local level, 
as well as an avid gardener and wine enthusiast. 
Co-president Colleen McAleer has served on the LCC Board as a trustee 
for 10+ years and as vice president for the past seven. She has been an 
officer for the Save Union Bay Association for eight years and is a SUN 
Park Steering Committee Founding Member. She is a founding member of 
Islandwood and Social Venture Partners and volunteers for Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Guild. For 27 years, she owned Gymboree, children’s 
early learning programs. Colleen has two adult kids, a busy husband, and 
loves sports and the performing arts.
Treasurer Emily Dexter, who lives in the same house where she was 
raised, was elected to the LCC Board in 2007. She is a retired CPA and 
spent much of her career helping large corporations implement new 
financial systems. In retirement she does volunteer tax preparation at 
several Seattle Public Libraries. Emily also serves on the board of the 
Northwest Horticultural Society and has been active in the local 
gardening community and has enjoyed garden tours around the world. 
She’s been LCC treasurer since 2010. “Being a trustee has shown me how 
a small group of informed neighbors can influence many elements of the 
community and gives a strong voice to community interests.”  
Secretary Brian McMullen has lived in Laurelhurst for 15 years with his 
wife Ramona Emerson and two children. Along with volunteering for the 
LCC, he is active with the Boy Scouts Troop 186 as Scoutmaster, King 
County Search and Rescue, and YouthCare. He volunteers for LCC 
because he sees the impact that an organized neighborhood council can 
have on issues affecting Laurelhurst. Professionally, he is the Managing 
Partner for LMC Consulting Group a mid-sized management consulting 
and staffing firm focused on the High Tech industry.
Thank you, resigning trustees Robin Chalmers (pedestrian and street 
safety) and John Temple (earthquake and emergency preparedness).  n

Tips for surviving an earth-
quake from your LEAP team

Tip 1: Shelter in Place
A quake brings strong shaking, 
making it difficult to stand or move 
about. The shaking will be 
accompanied by loud noise, 
breaking glass, falling objects, 
possibly collapsing ceilings or walls. 
Find the safest spot nearby and 
protect your head and neck and 
stay put!
If you are indoors, stay indoors; 
take cover under a sturdy desk or 
table – hold onto one of the legs. 
Drop, Cover and Hold On. If no 
sturdy table or desk is nearby, get 
beside a wall or crouch down 
between two chairs. Remember: 
Beneath, Beside or Between.
If you are outdoors, get into the 
open, away from chimneys, power 
lines, old buildings or other 
structures which could fall on you. 
If you are in a car, bring the car to 
a careful stop – not under an 

Children’s Helistop 
Seattle Children’s Helistop has 
been located on the ground level 
since the early 1990s. It 
accommodates the transport of 
sick children by helicopter directly 
to the hospital or to landings at a 
UW sports field on east campus. 
Twice a year, the number and type 
of landings are reviewed by an 
independent committee of 
professionals and LCC. In the six 
months from January to June 2018, 
there were 73 landings, 61 at SCH 
and 12 at the UW field, compared 
to 54 in 2017 and 53 in 2016 for 
the same period.
As part of the latest expansion by 
SCH, the helistop location will 
change to the top of the Friends of 
Costco Building (Forest A) on 
October 17. EIS predictions 
suggest noise will be more intense 
for some Laurelhurst residents, 
since the prior ground-level 
location sheltered the noise. In 
early 2022, the helipad will be 
permanently located on top of the 
Forest B building, now under 
construction.
LCC will continue to work with SCH 
on any issues that may arise with 
the new location.  n



	
	

	

	
	

	
	

	

Explore	4	of	the	best	things	
each	season		

in	Laurelhurst	&	NE	Seattle:	
	

ü 1	Store	to	Adore	
ü 1	Meeting	to	Connect	
ü 1	Fun	to	Enjoy	
ü 1	Issue	to	Engage	

Alex	Pedersen,	former	City	Council	
Legislative	Analyst	and	family	

www.4toExplore.org	

                Partnership for a Lifetime 
                          Excellence Education Prevention 

                          Comfort Compassion 
 

                 206-528-1980 
                          www.hhvh.net 

    Robin E. Riedinger, DVM 

    Brandi L. Eskesen, DVM 
    Adrian E. Nevill, BVM&S 
 

4020 NE 55th St    Seattle, WA - across from Metropolitan Market 

Call (206) 523-7315 for a 
personal visit and to learn more

about Ida Culver House Ravenna.
  2315 NE 65th St, Seattle • eraliving.com          
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UNCLASSIFIEDS

BABYSITTER: RHS Junior and Camp Firwood 
CIT. CPR and First Aid trained, energetic, 
responsible, fun and loves kids! Volunteer 
experience in preschool programs and working 
with children of all ages. Call Libby at 206-258-
3335. Also available for dog sitting/walking. 
BABYSITTER: Reliable 6th-grade girl from 
The Bush School with Better Babysitting, CPR 
and 1st Aid certificates looking for babysitting 
jobs in the neighborhood. 206-972-4792 or 
romymckey@gmail.com.
BABYSITTER IN NEIGHBORHOOD: Responsible 
Laurelhurst high school senior who loves 
kids and pets is available on weekends and 
evenings. Has worked as an intern counselor 
at Camp Orkila. CPR certified. On-line booking! 
www.laurelhurstbabysitter.com
BEST CLEANING LLC: 25 Years cleaning 
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Regular 
cleaning and special projects; references from 
current clients; quality guaranteed.  
206-948-2433. bestcleaning@outlook.com

MOVING: Let Moves Made Simple pack. We 
specialize in packing, unpacking, downsizing, 
organizing, de-cluttering and simplifying 
your life. Contact Katie Hennings Larson, 
206.307.9424, www.movesmadesimple.com 
for free consultation.  
PAINTING: Luis Ramirez 206-465-3593. 
Interior and exterior. Great Laurelhurst 
references. Bonded and insured. Any size job 
welcome.
PARTY ASSISTANT: Responsible HS soph. 
available to assist at parties in your home. I 
love to set up, serve, prep, cook, and clean-
up. Experienced at children’s parties, too. 
Contact Grace 206-489-8083; $15/hour. 
Neighborhood references available.   
RAPID COMPUTER HELP: PC/Mac. 
Upgrades; hardware, software installation; 
troubleshooting, repair. Spyware, virus 
removal. Windows, MS Office certifications. 
Local References. Matt, 206-498-8901.
REMODELING/HANDYMAN SERVICES:  
“Bob of All Trades.” Licensed, Bonded, 
Insured. Lic#BOBALAT936N3. Reasonable 
rates, experienced, professional, reliable. 
www.BobOfAllTrades.com. Email: bobstocco@
gmail.com or call 425-301-9265.

Call (206) 306-7920 for a 
personal visit & to learn more.

Where senior living is full of JOY.

  450 NE 100th Street, Seattle • aljoya.com          

We help people age where they’re 
most comfortable. At home.

Meal Preparation Hourly/Live In 
Light Housekeeping Skilled Nursing 
Errands/Shopping Care Management

www.familyresourcehomecare.com 
206.545.1092

Thanks to our advertisers for their support. 

206-498-4606
ccrile@windermere.com

Living Laurelhurst, Selling Laurelhurst

www.laurelhurstcc.com  

The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times 
a year. DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per 
issue, with a five-issue commitment paid in 
advance. UNCLASSIFIED ADS are free for 
PAID members of the Laurelhurst Community 
Club, except that repeat ads or ads deemed 
commercial cost $20; 25-word maximum.  
Email copy to laurelhurstnews@comcast.net. 

CALENDAR

October 8 (Mon.) 7 p.m.  
LCC Board of Trustees 
Laurelhurst Community Center 
October 10 (Wed.) 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.  
SUN Park Weed and Sweep 
47th Ave. NE and NE 47th St. 
October 19 (Fri.) 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  
St. Bridget’s Pumpkin Carving Party 
St. Bridget’s Parish Hall
October 27 (Sat.) 3 to 7 p.m. 10th 
Annual Monster Bash (Rain or Shine) 
Presented by Susannah White’s THREE 
FEET of SUNSHINE  
On the grounds of St. Stephen’s
Drop off donations for Elizabeth 
Gregory House, a U District women’s 
shelter: Huda Giddens at 4338 NE 44th St.  
(Leave in dark green, covered bin at the 
front of the house.) 
Master Gardener Clinics  
Mondays, 4 to 8 p.m. at Center for Urban 
Horticulture Atrium

3811 NE 45th St. – 524-9246
www.TheSeattleGym.com
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Sign up for LCC’s Constant Contact 
electronic newsletter for time-
critical communications: email 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net.

Laurelhurst Blog 
http://thelaurelhurstblog.blogspot.com/  
News, events, issues, restaurants, businesses 
and lots more. Email a tip or story idea or 
subscribe at laurelhurstblogger@gmail.com. 
The blog and LCC are separate entities.  n 

Chip Kennaugh Co.
206-487-3830

chipkennaugh@gmail.com
chipkennaugh.com

30 Years
Horticulture

Expertise

Serving Seattle & Vicinity

Fine Pruning of
Small Trees & Shrubs

Engage with Your City
Do you have concerns or 
frustrations about the City’s 
increasing cost of living, new 
proposed taxes, allocation of 
transportation dollars, approach to 
assisting the homeless, lack of 
affordable housing, something 
else? Maybe you approve of the 
direction City leaders are taking?
Let your council member and 
mayor know what’s on your mind. 
Jenny A. Durkan, Mayor 
Phone: 206-684-4000 
Email: jenny.durkan@seattle.gov
Rob Johnson, District 4 
Northeast Seattle 
Phone: 206-684-8808 
Email: rob.johnson@seattle.gov
And please VOTE!  n

Be a considerate dog 
owner! Your neighbors will 
appreciate it.  
Please do not leave your dog 
unattended outdoors if it barks 
all day. Unchecked barking is 
stressful and annoying to those 
nearby. The dog is probably not  
too happy about it either.
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OFFICERS & TRUSTEES
Jeannie Hale, Co-President  525-5135  jeannie.hale@outlook.com 

Colleen McAleer, Co-President  525-0219  billandlin@aol.com

206 area codes for all
Brian McMullen, Sec. 367-9325 
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Liz Hemer   517-5862

Jim Rupp   524-5880
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Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net;  
Leslie Wright, editor, 206-229-1505 
Security Patrol: crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com 
Aircraft Noise Hotline 206-433-5393 
Animal Control 206-386-7387 
Community Center 206-684-7529 
Laurelhurst Beach Club (business) 206-729-3724 
Police Emergency or Reporting 911 
Police, Non-emergency 206-625-5011 
24-Hour Crisis Line 206-461-3222 

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com
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Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc. 
(206) 522-7003 

Helen Kelleher Senseney    909-9367 
Dick Loudon                         818-2972 
Sharon Johnson 745-2673
Eddie Muanda   915-7041  
Cynthia Williams                      769-7140
Jenn Flynn                           427-3900

Locally owned Real Estate Company
Excellent reputation,

customized customer service, team approach.

3505 NE 45th St. 
Seattle 98105 

YOUR AD HERE!

Contact 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net 

$375 for 5 issues 
Your advertising supports 

the newsletter.

KAREN PECOTA

Karen Pecota
Licensed Electrologist since 1977

  206.794.1258
  www.sandpointelectrolysis.com
Hawthorne Hill Professional Center
4026 NE 55th Street, Suite E

Thanks to our advertisers for their support. 

Chet Crile  206-498-4606

Kim Dales  206-235-7772

Dale Kaneko  206-947-1223

Cathy Millan  206-228-8558

Renee Menti Ruhl 206-850-1800

Barbara Shikiar 206-484-2446

Jeri Smith  206-295-8785

Maggie Weissman 206-226-0543

As a family company since 1972, 
our relationship with the Laurelhurst 
neighborhood and our commitment 

to community are at the heart  
of everything we do.  

It’s the Windermere Way.

Windermere Real Estate Company

206-524-1100

overpass, a bridge, or power lines. 
Stay in the car.
If you are near the ocean, stay 
clear of anything that could fall on 
you. Lie down and wait until 
shaking stops. Then get to higher 
ground!
If you are in bed, at night, in the 
dark? Shove on your sturdy shoes 
(kept under your bed for just such 
a glass-shattering event). Grab 
your flashlight (kept near your bed 
for a potential power interruption). 
Quickly, make your way to a place 
where you can be Beneath, Beside 
or Between.
Remember aftershocks happen. 
Don’t assume these will be weaker 
than the first! Continue to shelter 
in place until they have passed.
Attend LEAP’s next free class: 
Earthquake Preparedness  
Wed., October 24, 2018, 7 p.m.  
Laurelhurst Community Center 
RSVP and reserve your spot: 
LCCearthquake@outlook.com
The City of Seattle also offers 
disaster classes: http://www.
seattle.gov/emergency-
management/about-us/event-
calendar  n

Earthquake Tip  continued from page 2


