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Laurelhurst Blog 
http://thelaurelhurstblog.
blogspot.com/  
News, events, issues, restaurants, 
businesses and lots more. If you have  
a tip or story idea, send an email to 
laurelhurstblogger@gmail.com.  n 

Sock 
Drive!
A chill is in the air, 
and it’s time for 
the annual 
Seattle Police 
North Precinct 
Sock Drive.     
Sergeant Dianne 
Newsom of the 
Community Police Team, asks North 
Seattle community groups to 
donate new socks, hats, and 
gloves. SPD distributes them to 
service organizations, such as Solid 
Ground and Harborview Clinic, and 
to foster children, domestic vio-
lence shelters, and the homeless.
Solid Ground placed 461 families in 
transitional housing last year. A 
spokesperson there said they 
distributed 75 percent of the socks 
in the first couple months after 
receiving over 1,000 pairs from 
SPD last December. They particu-
larly need socks for ages 10 to 12 
and men’s and women’s dress 
socks. Tube socks and sport socks 
for teens are also needed.   
Laurelhurst donated 416 items last 
year and came in second to the 
University District’s 1,349 dona-
tions. We learned Laurelhurst has a 
talented group of knitters who 
made wonderful children’s hats.       
Donations needed by Dec. 1. 
Please drop off your donations in 
the “Sox Box” on the porch at 4557 
46th Ave. NE (corner house with 
white picket fence across from 
Laurelhurst Elementary School).    
If you would like your donation 
picked up, email carypillo@mac.
com or phone 206-524-1928.  n 

Livable Streets Workshop: Sat., Nov. 13
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Gould Hall, University of Washington  
This Seattle Children’s workshop, co-sponsored by LCC and others, will be 
a large public event with stations and areas where people can give input 
by drawing on maps, learn about pedestrian and bike facilities such as 
bike boulevards, watch videos and look at photos posted by community 
members and many other interactive ways to identify opportunities, and 
barriers for making the streets around Seattle Children’s more livable. 
The event will be family friendly with programming for kids including 
pedestrian safety packets for walks to school, low-cost helmets and 
fitting, and a bike skills and thrills workshop. 
Children’s is required to spend nearly $4 million on transportation im-
provements in Northeast Seattle as part of its Major Institution Master 
Plan. For more information, email LivableStreets@seattlechildrens.org.  n

Mayor’s Plan Threatens Community Center
LCC president Jeannie Hale wrote an impassioned letter to the City 
Council urging that the Laurelhurst Community Center not be closed. The 
full letter can be found on LCC’s website. Following are some excerpts:
“Under the Mayor’s proposed budget, the Laurelhurst Community Center 
would cease to operate as the neighborhood community center and would 
be transformed into a satellite program site for senior programs, special 
populations and office space. The LCC Board of Trustees understands that 
the City is facing a $67 million budget shortfall, but we urge you to study 
some other method to equitably distribute community center hours 
throughout the city. LCC urges you not to close the Laurelhurst Commu-
nity Center to our families.
The $378,000 cut to funding for the Laurelhurst Community Center and 
the creation of an experimental “senior focused program model” would 
close our center to the public, as stated in Parks Department documents, 
other than for private rental. Our expanded center, funded through the 
2000 Pro Parks Levy, meant supplementing the one-room facility to add 
over 4,000 square feet to meet the needs of our community. The upgrad-
ed facility opened in Spring 2007. Now, barely four years later, the Mayor 
proposes closing our beloved center.
Under the Mayor’s plan, the lower level of the center would be reconfig-
ured to add offices for the Lifelong Recreation program. This would 
eliminate the lower level activity room and could possibly affect the 
pottery studio and workspace—the best pottery program in the city. The 
Laurelhurst Community Center would never recover from the closure of 
the center. We will have lost our valuable staff and programming would be 
transferred to Ravenna-Eckstein and Magnuson Park.  
... Closing the Laurelhurst Community Center violates the Parks Depart-
ment’s own guidelines for distribution of community centers. Those 
guidelines state that “A community center shall be located within one mile 
of every Seattle household…” This is considered “desirable.” Parks guide-
lines further state that it is “acceptable” to provide a community center 
within 1 ½ miles of every household. The Ravenna-Eckstein Community 
Center is approximately 2.2 miles away and Magnuson Park is 1.9 miles. 
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CALENDAR

Oct. 23 (Sat.) 9 a.m. 
Bird Walks on the Burke 
Email jim.corson@comcast.net to reserve 
a spot. Meet at the small park on the trail 
just south of Metropolitan Market at 40th 
Ave. NE. Space is limited to 12.
Oct. 23 (Sat.) 7 p.m. 
Masks and Faces 
Wu Hsing Tao School, Talaris World 
Campus, 4000 NE 41st St., Building D. 
RSVP for complimentary guest list or $10 
at door. school@wuhsing.org or 206-324-
7188. www.wuhsing.org
Oct. 29 (Fri.) 5 to 8 p.m. 
Kid’s Karnival Fun for the entire family! 
Laurelhurst Elementary School 
Oct. 29 (Fri.) 
Deadline for Laurelhurst Newsletter 
Copy and Ads 
Nov. 8 (Mon.) 7 p.m. 
LCC Board of Trustees Meeting
Wu Hsing Tao School of Acupuncture, 
Talaris campus
Nov. 13 (Sat.) 10 a.m. to noon 
SUN Park’s Weed and Sweep Brigade  
SUN Park, 47th Ave. NE and NE 47th St. 

Grant Awarded to Start Yesler Swamp Design
Friends of Yesler Swamp were recently awarded a Small and Simple grant 
from the City of Seattle Neighborhood Matching Fund to hire a landscape 
design firm to provide planning and design services for an all-weather 
trail. The trail may include a boardwalk section and a wildlife viewing 
platform. Once a design firm has been selected, there will be three 
community meetings about the trail design. 

Since January, a group of Laurelhurst volunteers have been clearing ivy 
and blackberries in the swamp and have placed wood chips on a 
temporary trail. Volunteers also have held a series of special events to 
acquaint neighbors, including children, with the swamp. An Nov. 14 event 
called Swamp N Chips will give kids an opportunity to spread wood chips 
on the trail and learn about the site’s plants and wildlife.  
To learn more about the swamp, go to http://yeslerswamptrail.wordpress.
com/. To become a volunteer, please email yeslerswamptrail@gmail.com.
Yesler Swamp is part of the Union Bay Natural Area and is managed by 
the University of Washington Botanic Gardens. The swamp is a 6.4 acre 
wooded wetland on Union Bay located near the intersection of NE 41st 
Street and Surber Drive NE.   n

University’s U-Pass Program in Jeopardy 
Managing the impacts of traffic and parking demand are important to 
neighborhood quality of life in our region of Seattle. For nearly 20 years, 
the University of Washington’s U-PASS program has enabled the Univer-
sity to successfully manage the transportation impacts of students, staff, 
and faculty with commute options other than driving alone. 
The future of this successful program is now under threat due to a set of 
compounding factors that are jeopardizing the financial viability of U-Pass 
—including an increase in the commercial parking tax from 10 to  
17 1/2 percent. Parking fees help pay for the University’s multi-modal 
transportation demand plan.
The UW has learned that when they increase the cost of the pass, usage 
goes down considerably. The UW is seeking an exemption from the 
increase in the commercial parking tax to ensure that the U-Pass pro-
grams remains viable. The program benefits the entire university area 
community as well as students, faculty, and staff. 
LCC supports an amendment to the City Concil’s bill to exempt the UW 
from the tax increase, because their excellent transportation program 
decreases the number of single-occupancy vehicles traveling to and from 
campus and reduces street parking in neighborhoods by UW students.   n 

Aquatic Vegetation Management for Union Bay
Save Union Bay Association (SUBA) hosted a public meeting October 5 to 
present the integrated aquatic vegetation management plan prepared by 
Herrera Environmental Consultants for Union Bay. LCC studied and dis-
cussed the plan and voted at its Oct. 11 board of trustees meeting to 
endorse the preferred control strategy outlined at the public meeting. a
The preferred option will result in the suppression of the milfoil and future 
colonization of the elodea population. This treatment option will help to 
provide a more diverse habitat for fish and other aquatic life and address 
many other problems causes by these invasive noxious weeds. Use of 
glyphosate, fluridone and triclopyr is safe for salmon, birds and mammals 
when applied at the approved levels. Extensive testing has shown no 
cancer risk to humans or animals even in high doses and long exposure.
LCC appreciates SUBA’s comprehensive work under the leadership of its 
president, Susan Holliday, and SUBA’s involvement of the community in 
the development of a management plan. http://saveunionbay.org.   n

Community Center Closure
In 1927, the Laurelhurst commu-
nity council formed an LID (local 
improvement district) and pur-
chased the four tracks of land 
where the Laurelhurst Community 
Center and playfield are located.  
The community then gave that 
property to the Park Department 
“for park and playfield purposes.”  
With the Great Depression, times 
were hard, but the original one-
room community center was finally 
completed in 1935. 
According to 2010 tax records, the 
property and improvements are 
now valued at $29,416,100. The 
community gave this property to 
the Parks Department for a com-
munity center and playfield—not to 
serve as a satellite site for senior 
and special population program-
ming to the exclusion of our fami-
lies. The Center currently provides 
programming for our seniors and 
special needs population. We do 
not want the Mayor’s proposed 
budget to displace the much-need-
ed vital programming, activities 
and services to our neighbors.  
That is not what we bargained for 
in giving the property to the Parks 
Department.”   n

continued from page 1
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Delivery (206) 726.1717
4 pm weekends • 5 pm weekdays 

Delivered to homes or the beach!

Voted “Best Pizza”
by Seattle Weekly readers for 13 years.

DUANE J. COVEY
FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Stocks • Bonds • Mutual Funds • Annuities 
Retirement Plans • CDs • Life Insurance

3216 N.E. 45th St. Bus (206) 524-0050
Seattle, WA 98105 Fax (206) 524-0051

UNCLASSIFIEDS

ARCHITECT: Michael Tutmarc, recently on Oprah 
show is a Laurelhurst neighbor specializing in 
design and construction of custom remodels/ 
new homes. See details and examples at  
tutmarc.com or call 206-459-9375. 
AVAILABLE VARIETY SERVICES: Housecleaning, 
laundry, ironing, alterations, cooking, etc.  
Mary, 286-8093.
BEST CLEANING LLC: 18 years quality cleaning 
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Special 
projects; before and after party cleaning; week-
ends; discounts for first time cleanings; guaran-
teed. bestcleaning@live.com. 206-948-2433. 
CLASSICAL PIANO INSTRUCTION: Over a 
decade of experience with primary grades.  
Located in Laurelhurst. References available.  
Susan Rao 206-650-2747.
COMPUTER HELP – RAPID RESPONSE: 
Experienced teacher/tutoring. Hardware/soft-
ware installation. Microsoft certifications: Word, 
Excel, Access. Laurelhurst refs. Matt, 525-8077.
COUNSELOR: Licensed Masters-level counselor 
taking new adult and senior clients struggling 
with depression, anxiety, life transitions and 
Dementia. Home visits to seniors.  
Lindsey Hewes, 206-335-9995.
DOG WALKER: Experienced, honest, reliable dog 
walker with excellent references and reasonable 
rates. www.walkdogwalk.com, e-mail walkdog-
walk@gmail.com, or call Erin Eskenazi at 384-
2125. Licensed and insured. 

DOG WALKER: Dog-Walk Empire: Daily walking 
and dog-sitting for Laurelhurst and surrounding 
area. Emphasis on training and special-needs 
pets. Contact Audrey at audreygjennings@
gmail.com for more information.
FOR RENT: Available Nov 1. 3 Bdrm, 2 full 
baths, 2 fireplaces 3400sq.ft., Bryant.  
http://pahester007.com/6222house2009.  
$3,500/mo. Call Pat, 206-595-1522.
FOR RENT: Furnished home. Late Dec. to early 
June, dates flexible. 3 bedrooms, office or 4th 
bedroom, lake view. $1,500/month. For applica-
tion forms email al.ikhshid@gmail.net.
FOR SALE: Kimball studio piano (style 4420) 
and matching bench. Sturdy instrument, excel-
lent condition. Needs tuning, some keys need 
adjustment. Laurelhurst address. $765.  
Ina Bray, 206-523-1620
MOVING ASSISTANCE: Not moving? Moves 
Made Simple offers a cost effective solution to 
de-cluttering/organizing your home, too.   
Katie Hennings Larson @ 206-307-9424/ 
www.MovesMadeSimple.com.
ORGANIC SKINCARE PRODUCTS: NYR Organic, 
a new home party channel of U.K.-based Neal’s 
Yard Remedies, offers free and half-priced or-
ganic skincare products to party Hosts. To learn 
more: Pauline at 206-354-7371.
PAINTING: Luis Ramirez, 465-3593. Interior and 
exterior. Great Laurelhurst references. Bonded 
and insured. Any size job welcome.
SEATTLE AIRPORT LIMO: Toll free 888-513-
1983; business 206-930-0316; mobile 206-930-
1505. www.seattleairportlimoandtaxi.com. 
email info@seattleairportlimoandtaxi.com.

Dr. Janet K. Look - Licensed Psychologist

Dr. Look helps children, adolescents and adults create the
personal, school and professional success they want
through evaluation and psychotherapy.  Her work has been
featured in the New York Times, NBC Today Show and
MSNBC.

(206) 525-3210                              3626 NE 45
th
 Street #301

www.JanetLook.com                                Seattle, WA 98105

4020 NE 55th St., Seattle (across from Metropolitan Market)

Complete Care for 
the Life of Your Pet

206-528-198O
Robin E. Riedinger, DVM 

Brandi Eskesen, DVM 
Medicine  Dentistry  Surgery

www.hhvh.net

Where Yoga Feels Like Home
5500 35th Ave NE  ●  206.706.2656 
www.OmTownYoga.com

www.laurelhurstcc.com  

         2010

NEXT SEASON:

Camelot 
Chicago 
The Drowsy Chaperone 
Into the Woods 
Don Giovanni: A New Musical 
The King’s Proposal

Call 206-363-2809 or visit 
www.seattlemusicaltheatre.org 
for ticket information and 
times. 

The Best Move You’ll Ever Make!

(206) 523-8400  
5300 24th Avenue NE 

Seattle, WA 98105
Equal Housing Opportunity

Located adjacent to University Village and Ravenna 
Park, the new Merrill Gardens at the University boasts 
beautiful studio, one and two bedroom courtyard units.

Call Now for a Tour! 

at the university
A one of a kind retirement community

Roth IRA Conversion Questions?
Should you convert a retirement account

to a Roth IRA?  Learn the pros & cons.

Contact Patrick J. McDevitt, CFP®

(206) 363-4355 • www.patrickmcdevitt.com

4530 Union Bay Pl NE, Suite 110, Seattle 98105

Securities and Advisory Services offered through First Allied
Securities. A Registered Broker Dealer. Member FINRA/SIPC

 3811 NE 45th – 206.524.9246
www.prorobics.com

**Voted Top Ten Studios in USA**
Join in Sept. - No Dues Until Jan.

 

Sand Point Chiropractic 
 Serving the neighborhood for 25 years  
Call for a complimentary consultation 

      (206) 527 - 3111  
                
                 Hugh Wilson, D.C. 
           5418 Sand Point Way NE  
      www.sandpointchiropractic.com 

Film Viewing Nov. 4
The new “must see” documentary, 
Race to Nowhere, will be shown at 
a special screening at Villa Academy 
Thurs., Nov. 4, 7 p.m. The film 
explores America’s obsession with 
the illusion of achievement and 
challenges all parents to question 
current assumptions on how to best 
prepare American students.
Tickets are $10 online: 
http://www.racetonowhere.com/
postcard/november-4th-seattle-wa

SUSAN’S CLEANING SERVICE: Cleaning special-
ist. Dependable, reliable, efficient. Licensed/
bonded/insured. 781-8876.
WANTED: Looking for mother-in-law apartment 
or apartment for a long term lease. Quiet, 46 
year old female, no pets, non- smoking. Call 
Mary at 206-322-9253.

The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times 
a year. DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per 
issue, with a five-issue commitment paid in 
advance. Laurelhurst-area businesses have 
priority. UNCLASSIFIED ADS are free for 
PAID members of the Laurelhurst Community 
Club, except that repeat ads or ads deemed 
commercial (including home businesses, 
real estate rentals, and houses for sale) 
cost $20; 25-word maximum. Sorry, no 
unclassified ads taken by phone. Email copy to 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net. 
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Wright Travel Since 1980

Sarah Wright

 (206) 524-8524
 wrighttravel@hotmail.com

www.wrighttravel.com

We are your Laurelhurst neighbors
and associates of

Windermere Real Estate.
Please call if we can help with

any real estate need.

524-1100

Kate Allen 612-8424 
Toni Clayton 650-9550 
Debbie Jenner Culp 527-4648  
Kim Dales 235-7772 
Loie DiJulio 300-2400 
Mary Gibson 650-4341 
Scott Graham 799-3131 
Dale Kaneko 947-1223 
Cathy Millan 228-8558 
Renée Menti Ruhl  206-850-1800 
Barbara Shikiar 484-2446 
Jeri Smith 295-8785  
Maggie Weissman 226-0543

OFFICERS & TRUSTEES

Jeannie Hale, President  525-5135 
email: jeannieh@serv.net

Colleen McAleer, VP  525-0219 
Stan Sorscher, Sec. 522-7660 
Emily Dexter, Treas. 526-2927 
Kevin Chang  235-5253 
Marian Joh 985-9547 
Kay Kelly  522-6773 
Brian McMullen 367-9325 
Cary Lassen 524-1928 

Seth Lassen 524-1928 
Len Nelson  
Don Torrie 524-4316 
Mark Trumbauer 527-8350 
Maggie Weissman 527-6646 
Kirsten Whitcomb 579-7219 
Adrian Whorton 729-3443 
Leslie Wright 229-1505 

Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net; 229-1505

Aircraft Noise Hotline 433-5393 
Animal Control 386-7387 
Police Emergency or Reporting 911 
Police, Non-emergency 625-5011 
Community Center 684-7529 
Children’s Construction Hotline  987-7744

crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com

Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc.
3505 NE 45th St., Seattle, WA  98105 

(206) 522-7003

Helen Kelleher Senseney   909-9367 
Dick Loudon                        818-2972 
Jenn Flynn                          427-3900

3617 N.E. 45th St.
Seattle, WA 98105               522-8515
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LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC
Brian Wright  -  Financial Advisor

stocks . bonds . mutual funds .  
estate planning . retirement plans .  

long term care insurance
206- 524-6647

Affordable Clinic
PTSD Treatment Study
(206) 729-2598 · www.wuhsing.org
4000 NE 41st St. (in the Talaris World Campus)

Have you tried
Five Element Acupuncture?

460 NE 70th Street

206.522.4000
www.touchofelements.com

3819 N.E. 45th Street
Seattle, WA 98105
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Complimentary Teeth Whitening (take home treatment) 
 With new patient exam, x-rays, and teeth cleaning

(Teeth Whitening $400 value)

Stephanie S. Stratil, D.D.S.
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry


