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Be a Good Neighbor!

LCC Needs Your Help 
to Maintain Sidewalk 
Safety
The Seattle Police Department and 
the Laurelhurst Community Club 
Board of Trustees have received 
numerous complaints that neigh-
borhood vehicles frequently par-
tially block sidewalks.  
Our sidewalks are heavily used by 
parents with baby strollers, some 
twin wide and a few triple wide 
strollers, young kids on tricycles, 
older folks with walkers, everyone 
going to and coming from the park 
and commuters walking to and 
from work. Blocking a sidewalk 
reduces visibility of cars and 
pedestrians and poses a safety 
hazard. Additionally, vehicle weight 
damages sidewalks over time.
It is against the law to block the 
sidewalk and the police will and do 
ticket vehicles (the fine is $47).
Let’s all be good, courteous neigh-
bors and not block even an inch of 
the sidewalk and in doing so keep 
our kids and seniors safe and also 
save ourselves a fine.   n

Loopholes: Development on Undersized 
Lots in Single-family Neighborhoods
September 13, 2012, LCC Letter Re: Council Bill 117572
Dear Councilmember Conlin and Members of the Seattle City Council: 
On behalf of our neighborhood, the Laurelhurst Community Club Board of 
Trustees (LCC) appreciates your unanimous adoption of Council Bill 
117572 imposing interim development regulations on incompatible 
development on certain lots in single family neighborhoods. We all 
cherish our neighborhoods throughout the City. The out-of-scale develop-
ment pursued by developers taking advantage of “loopholes” in the Code 
has threatened the character of our communities and the property rights 
of adjacent and nearby property owners. As you move forward in devel-
oping permanent legislation to address the many issues, we offer the 
following comments.
First, we commend the Department of Planning and Development (DPD) 
on its August 31, 2012, report in providing historical background about 
the current Code provision and the problems that have arisen, as well as 
outlining the many concerns from impacted neighbors and neighbor-
hoods. We are, however, concerned that permits for development on 
undersized lots in some cases have been granted apparently without 
regard to a study of case law and definitely without notice to neighbors 
about the projects. Thanks to your efforts, we now have a moratorium 
with interim standards on development on these lots and an opportunity 
to develop regulations that will work for our neighborhoods and our City.
Notice and an opportunity to comment: Impacted neighbors should have 
notice of proposed development on these undersized lots and an oppor-
tunity to appeal to the Hearing Examiner. This could be accomplished by 
requiring a conditional use permit. As an alternative, the design review 
process could be expanded to cover these types of developments in 
single-family neighborhoods. In its report, DPD pointed out that lack of 
notice has triggered strong and persistent complaints from neighbors. 
DPD goes on to point out that neighbors often become aware that a lot is 
to be separately developed only when construction begins and no admin-
istrative appeal is available. This should be changed in developing per-
manent legislation.
Involvement of impacted communities: We understand that your inten-
tion is to draft legislation between now and December. Should you 
establish an advisory committee to assist you in this effort, we strongly 
encourage you to include individuals who have been directly affected by 
the flurry of development on these undersized lots or representatives 
from their community councils. This perspective will be invaluable in 
developing a proposal that addresses the concerns of neighbors and 
allows appropriate in-fill development. So often in recent years, the 
sense is that complex land use measures are developed behind closed 
doors with only input from developers. An open and transparent process 
is extremely important on an issue that affects so many people in major 
ways.
Development standards: It is extremely important that development on 
these undersized lots fit in proportion and size with the surrounding 
homes. There should be appropriate setbacks. New development on 
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CALENDAR
Oct. 26 (Fri.) 5 to 8 p.m. 
Kids’ Karnival - Fun for the Family! 
Laurelhurst Elementary School
Oct. 26 (Fri.)  
Deadline for Laurelhurst Newsletter 
Copy and Ads
Nov. 12 (Mon.) 7 p.m.  
LCC Board of Trustees 
Laurelhurst Community Center 
Nov. 10 (Sat.) 10 a.m. to noon 
SUN Park Weed and Sweep 
47th Ave NE and NE 47th St. 
Laurelhurst Garden Club 
Second Friday of the month, 11 a.m. 
Laurelhurst Community Center
Master Gardener Clinic  
Mondays, 4 to 8 p.m. 
Center for Urban Horticulture Atrium
Drop off donations for Elizabeth 
Gregory House, a U District women’s 
shelter, with Huda Giddens at 4338 N.E. 
44th St. (Leave in dark green, covered 
bin at the front of the house.)

Learn about Northeast 
Seattle Together
NEST is an intergenerational, 
volunteer-driven nonprofit that 
supports people to continue living 
in the neighborhoods they love, as 
they age. Following are several 
opportunities to find out more 
about how NEST enables our older 
neighbors to enjoy living at home 
safely and comfortably.
Volunteer with NEST 
October 15, 6:30 to 8 p.m.  
Ravenna United Methodist Church 
Discover NEST’s many volunteer 
opportunities that support our elder 
neighbors.
Discover NEST 
October 27, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
Northgate Library 
Discover how NEST makes it easier for 
our elder neighbors to continue 
living in their homes.
Building Strengths – Focused 
Relationships Across Generations 
November 4, 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m.  
University Unitarian Church 
Find out how to connect well with each 
other across generations.
Finding Direction, Making a Plan 
November 7, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
University Unitarian Church 
Get the tools & resources to prepare 
and organize for life’s challenges and 
changes.
Purchase tickets at the door: 
Cost: $20/ NEST Member 
General Public: $35/individual or $55/
couple
www.nestseattle.org

these undersized lots should not intrude into the privacy of adjacent and 
nearby homes. Adjacent homes should not lose the treasured opportu-
nity to have gardens and grow vegetables due to towering in-fill develop-
ment that was never anticipated in the first place. Nearby neighbors 
should not have to lose value in homes they’ve likely owned and worked 
on for decades due to the loophole in the Code—an investment they have 
counted on for their futures.
The initial proposal would have limited the height and square footage to 
that allowed for detached accessory dwelling units, an 800 square foot 
limit. As amended, the current interim proposal allows two story units 
with the square footage dictated by the Code. During this process lead-
ing up to passage of the interim measure, the provisions relating to 
square footage were eliminated, apparently at the insistence of develop-
ers according to our take on the council meetings. While one council-
member stated that the two-story limit and the 35% limit on lot cover-
age would end up limiting square footage, we are not convinced. But, 
there are exceptions for smaller lots and according to our calculations, 
and we are not experts on the Land Use Code, it appears that at 2500 
square foot lot could result in a dwelling of 1375 square feet. This could 
be out of scale with surrounding properties.
As you move forward, we urge you to consider the comments of the 
Laurelhurst Community Club, our neighbors and neighbors throughout 
the City.
Sincerely,
Jeannie Hale, President – Liz Ogden, Land Use Committee

This letter follows one sent September 8 by LCC to the City Council 
entitled Closing Loopholes to Prevent Substandard Development in 
Single-family Neighborhoods urging the Council to vote Yes on the pro-
posed interim development restrictions. 
Several neighbors wrote and emailed LCC regarding their concerns for 
over-sized development on small lots. Some submitted comments to the 
Council as well. LCC is committed to being involved with land-use issues 
that affect the quality of life in our neighborhoods.  n

Overflow Parking Congestion from Laurel Village 
In response to an increasing number of neighbor complaints about 
overflow parking from UW’s Laurel Village, LCC wrote Theresa Doherty in 
UW’s Office of Regional and Community Relations office on Sept. 7. LCC 
requested that the University send the tenants and the on-site day care 
a reminder not to park on Laurelhurst residential streets. Such remind-
ers have been sent many times in past years pointing out that the Uni-
versity of Washington is committed to limiting its traffic and parking 
impact on surrounding communities.  
Doherty responded that a Parking Courtesy memo was sent Laurel 
Village residents Sept. 28. “The University of Washington (UW) is com-
mitted to limiting the impact of traffic and parking on our surrounding 
Laurelhurst neighborhood. Laurel Village residents are provided one 
parking permit for each unit. Any parking in the surrounding neighbor-
hood should be minimal and at all times respectful of local residents. In 
the past, extended street parking, blocked private driveways, congestion 
and excessive noise have led to calls to the UW by frustrated neighbors. 
Your courtesy and cooperation regarding these matters will be greatly 
appreciated.”
Laurel Village residents are provided one parking permit for each unit. In 
addition to street parking on Mary Gates Way, overflow parking is avail-
able for a daily permit fee in UW E-3 and E-4 parking lots.
New Laurel Village tenants are settling in to fall quarter and the UW has 
reminded them of their parking commitment. LCC hopes neighbors 
already have seen a reduction in overflow parking.  n



                Partnership for a Lifetime 
                          Excellence Education Prevention 

                          Comfort Compassion 

              206-528-1980
                       www.hhvh.net

Robin E. Riedinger, DVM
Brandi L. Eskesen, DVM

4020 NE 55th St   Seattle, WA - across from Metropolitan Market
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UNCLASSIFIEDS

AVAILABLE VARIETY SERVICES: Housecleaning, 
laundry, ironing, alterations, cooking, etc.  
Mary, 286-8093.
BEST CLEANING LLC: 19 years cleaning 
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Regular 
cleaning and special projects; before and after 
party cleaning; week ends; discounts for first 
time cleaning; quality guaran teed.    
206-948-2433. bestcleaning@live.com
CERTIFIED PERSONAL TRAINER: Meet in 
your home or at ProRobics. Local with many 
Laurelhurst references. Call or text Nate: 
450-0682.
CHILD CARE AND/OR TUTORING: Recently 
retired Seattle public school teacher available 
for childcare or occasional overnight babysitting. 
Very responsible and caring person. Tutoring: 
Levels K-4th. 206-320-9836.
DOG WALKER: Experienced, honest, reliable dog 
walker with excellent references and reasonable 
rates. www.walkdogwalk.com, e-mail walkdog-
walk@gmail.com, or call Erin Eskenazi at 384-
2125. Licensed and insured. 
FOR RENT: Bryant. 1-bdrm apt in newer 
private home; full bath, kitchen, DW, W/D, 
alarm system, storage. Quiet. Parking. $1,250/
mo. includes all utilities. http://pahester007.
com/6226/apt/ or call Pat, 206-595-1522.

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE AND SALE! Capriccio 
and friends (artists) are holding their 8th annual 
sale: Nov.2, 3, & 4.  Unique handmade art at 
great prices! Refreshments, 3922 NE Belvoir Pl.
HOME ORGANIZATION & MOVING SERVICE: 
Simplify your home! 1/3 off labor - new custom-
ers only. De-cluttering, organizing, downsizing 
or moving assistance.Professional, reliable, 
great references. Katie Hennings Larson @ 
206.307.9424 / www.MovesMadeSimple.com 
HOUSESITTING: I have a decade of experience 
house- and petsitting for Laurelhurst families! 
For rates or to inquire, email eliza.c.dornbush@
gmail.com or call 206-218-5022.
PAINTING: Luis Ramirez, 465-3593. Interior and 
exterior. Great Laurelhurst references. Bonded 
and insured. Any size job welcome.
RAPID COMPUTER HELP: PC/Mac. Upgrades; 
hardware, software installation; troubleshooting, 
repair. Spyware, virus removal. Windows,  
MS Office certifications. Local References.  
Matt, 206-498-8901.
REMODELING/HANDYMAN SERVICES: “Bob 
of All Trades.” Licensed, Bonded, Insured.
Lic#BOBALAT936N3. Reasonable rates, 
experienced, professional, reliable. www.
BobOfAllTrades.com. Email: bobstocco@gmail.
com or call 425-301-9265.
SEATTLE AIRPORT LIMO: Toll free 888-513-
1983; business 206-930-0316; mobile 206-930-
1503. www.seattleairportlimoandtaxi.com. / 
info@seattleairportlimoandtaxi.com.
SUSAN’S CLEANING SERVICE: Cleaning  
specialist. Dependable, reliable, efficient. 
Licensed/bonded/insured. 781-8876.

The Best Move You’ll Ever Make!

(206) 523-8400  
5300 24th Avenue NE 

Seattle, WA 98105
Equal Housing Opportunity

Located adjacent to University Village and Ravenna 
Park, the new Merrill Gardens at the University boasts 
beautiful studio, one and two bedroom courtyard units.

Call Now for a Tour! 

at the university
A one of a kind retirement community

The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times 
a year. DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per 
issue, with a five-issue commitment paid in 
advance. Laurelhurst-area businesses have 
priority. Call Leslie at 229-1505. UNCLASSIFIED 
ADS are free for PAID members of the 
Laurelhurst Community Club, except that repeat 
ads or ads deemed commercial (including home 
businesses, real estate rentals, and houses for 
sale) cost $20; 25-word maximum. Sorry, no 
unclassified ads taken by phone. Email copy to 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net, or mail it to 4721 
47th Ave. NE, Seattle, WA 98105. Please include 
your name, address, and phone number. All ads 
are subject to space availability.

TOUCH OF COLOR SALONTOUCH OF COLOR SALON

www.laurelhurstcc.com  

 

 
 

Trask Orthodontics 
Orthodontics for all ages 

 
4540 Sand Point Way N.E. #300 

Seattle, WA 98105 
206-526-7846 

 

 
 

Trask Orthodontics 
Orthodontics for all ages 

 
4540 Sand Point Way N.E. #300 

Seattle, WA 98105 
206-526-7846 

For new clients only:   
Hair cuts = $20 off women, $8 off men  

Free hair cut ($59 value) with  
any purchase of chemical service. 
www.touchofcolorsalon.com 

206-522-1900
Facebook 

login: amanda touch of 
color salon

We’ve been renovating, refurbishing & 
restoring the beautiful Laurelhurst 

neighborhood for 25 years!
Steve Williams  •  206.522.9994

www.TheWilliamsCompanySeattle.com

Thanks to our advertisers for their support!

Call (206) 523-7315 for a 
personal visit and to learn more

about Ida Culver House Ravenna.
  2315 NE 65th St, Seattle • eraliving.com          

Call (206) 306-7920 for a 
personal visit & to learn more.

Where senior living is full of JOY.

  450 NE 100th Street, Seattle • aljoya.com          

VOLUNTEERS WANTED: Ten Thousand 
Villages, a fair-trade volunteer-run Third World 
handicrafts store at N.E. 65th and Roosevelt 
N.E. (near Whole Foods) needs volunteers! 
No experience necessary. All ages welcome. 
Sales, stocking, community events. Great 
community service opportunity. Come help the 
Third World! www.Tenthousandvillages.com 
(see the “job board” link at the top) or contact 
David Hennings at hennings@wscd.com or 
206-919-2422.
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3811 NE 45th – 206.524.9246 
www.prorobics.com

FALL 
Special: 
No Dues 
Until
January

Have You Tried the Hot New Fitness Class?

Laurelhurst Blog  
http://thelaurelhurstblog.
blogspot.com/  
News, events, issues, restaurants, 
businesses and lots more. If you have 
a tip or story idea, send an email to 
laurelhurstblogger@gmail.com.  n 
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LAURELHURST
Laurelhurst Community Club

PMB #373, 4616 25th Ave. NE
Seattle, WA 98105

OFFICERS & TRUSTEES

Jeannie Hale, President  525-5135 
email: jeannieh@serv.net

Colleen McAleer, VP 525-0219 
Stan Sorscher, Sec. 522-7660 
Emily Dexter, Treas.526-2927 
Kevin Chang  235-5253 
Kay Kelly  522-6773 
Linda Luiten 522-5607 

Brian McMullen 367-9325 
Liz Ogden  517-5862 
Don Torrie 524-4316 
Maggie Weissman 527-6646 
Leslie Wright 229-1505 

Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net; 229-1505

Aircraft Noise Hotline 433-5393 
Animal Control 386-7387 
Police Emergency or Reporting 911 
Police, Non-emergency 625-5011 
Community Center 684-7529 
Children’s Construction Hotline  987-7744 

crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com 
Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com

Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc. 
3505 NE 45th St., Seattle, WA  98105 

(206) 522-7003

Helen Kelleher Senseney   909-9367 
Dick Loudon                        818-2972 
Jenn Flynn                           427-3900 
Cynthia Williams 769-7140 
E. John Doubt   491-7599

3617 N.E. 45th St.
Seattle, WA 98105               522-8515

October 2012

Kate Allen  612-8424 
Debbie Jenner Culp 930-3888
Kim Dales  235-7772
Mary Gibson  650-4341
Dale Kaneko  947-1223
Cathy Millan  228-8558
John Pettas  734-8098
Barbara Shikiar 484-2446
Jeri Smith  295-8785
Maggie Weissman 226-0543

  Unique and carefully
 selected clothing for 

men and women.

Locally Owned
2906 NE 55th Seattle, WA 98105

www.jackjerome.com

Jon L. Way, DDS, MS, PLLC
Allyson Stewart Dkeidek, DDS, PLLC

Specialists in Pediatric Dentistry
Diplomates, American Board  

of Pediatric Dentistry
4500 Sand Point Way NE, Suite 208 

Phone: 206-525-4777  Fax: 206-525-8677

15% off all Washington and 
California wines and even more 
on pre-order cases.
5436 Sand Point Way NE, Seattle 98105 
206-525-4340

Your
independent bookseller

since 1900.

u
b

o
o

k
st

o
re

.c
o

m

Laurelhurst After School Enrichment Rooms Laurelhurst After School Enrichment Rooms Laurelhurst After School Enrichment Rooms    

 LASER Programs:  
 *“Rising Stars” Pre-K Readiness Program (4 & 5 year-olds) 
 *  Licensed Before/After School Childcare  (K–6th) 
 *  Before and After School Enrichment Classes 
 *  Day Camp on School Holidays and Breaks (K-6th)  
 *  Weekly Summer Camp (K-6th)  

 
Transportation is available through Seattle Public Schools (Please check with your individual school). 

For more information on our programs, rates, forms and camp schedules,  
please go to www.laserchildcare.org  

   www.laserchildcare.org    •    (206) 525-9160       •   laserinfo@comcast.net  
4530 46th Ave N.E.   •   Seattle WA 98105

(Located on Laurelhurst Elementary School Grounds) 

Laurelhurst After School Enrichment Rooms Laurelhurst After School Enrichment Rooms Laurelhurst After School Enrichment Rooms    

 LASER Programs:  
 *“Rising Stars” Pre-K Readiness Program (4 & 5 year-olds) 
 *  Licensed Before/After School Childcare  (K–6th) 
 *  Before and After School Enrichment Classes 
 *  Day Camp on School Holidays and Breaks (K-6th)  
 *  Weekly Summer Camp (K-6th)  

 
Transportation is available through Seattle Public Schools (Please check with your individual school). 

For more information on our programs, rates, forms and camp schedules,  
please go to www.laserchildcare.org  

   www.laserchildcare.org    •    (206) 525-9160       •   laserinfo@comcast.net  
4530 46th Ave N.E.   •   Seattle WA 98105

(Located on Laurelhurst Elementary School Grounds) 

l Personal Care
l Errands/Shopping
l Light Housekeeping
l Care Management
l Meal Preparation
l Companionship
l Hourly/Live-in
l Skilled Nursing

www.familyresourcehomecare.com

Commitment and Kindness
Commitment and Kindness  

 Meal Preparation 
 Companionship 
 Hourly/Live-in 
 Skilled Nursing 

Since 1996 

 

 Personal Care 
 Errands/Shopping 
 Light Housekeeping 
 Care Management 

www.familyresourcehomcare.com 206 545-1092  

206-545-1092    


