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Laurelon terrace 
Nominated for 
Landmark status
Children’s and the Laurelon Terrace 
board filed a landmark designation 
application for Laurelon Terrace, 
prepared a detailed 69-page nomina-
tion document outlining the history of 
Laurelon and the landmarks criteria, 
and then submitted a point-by-point 
memo disputing any such historical 
significance. Landmark designation 
would frustrate development plans 
and deprive Laurelon property 
owners of the windfall promised by 
Children’s after successful approval of 
expansion plans.

The City’s landmark preservation 
ordinance requires a property to be 
more than 25 years old and “have 
significant character, interest or 
value, as part of the development, 
heritage or cultural characteristics of 
the City, State or Nation.” The 
ordinance specifies six specific 
criteria, one of which must be met for 
designation as a landmark. Three of 
the criteria appear to be present in 
the case of Laurelon. These include: 
n   “It embodies the distinctive visible 
characteristics of an architectural 
style, or period, or of a method of 
construction.”
n   “It is an outstanding work of a 
designer or builder.”

n   “Because of its prominence of 
spatial location, contrasts of siting, 
age, or scale, it is an easily identifi-
able visual feature of its neighbor-
hood or the City and contributes to 
the distinctive quality or identity of 
such neighborhood or the City.”

The Landmarks Preservation Board 
was scheduled to consider the 
nomination at its September 3 
meeting.  n

Partnerships Needed to tackle tough 
Issues surrounding expansion
The proposed 1.5 million square-foot expansion presents a particularly 
challenging and complex issue for Laurelhurst neighbors and nearby North-
east Seattle residents. What constitutes an acceptable balance between the 
public benefit from the proposed expansion and the legal requirement to 
protect the livability and vitality of the surrounding neighborhoods?

The August Laurelhurst Letter provided facts from independent consultants 
that questioned how Children’s has calculated its bed need for the future – 
the entire basis for the size of any expansion. Children’s has not revealed the 
formulas used for arriving at their projections. However, an over-projection of 
bed need and excess capacity likely will result in increased health care costs, 
adverse impacts on other health care providers, and fewer services in areas 
closer to home where children’s inpatient health care is needed. 

The expansion of the scope proposed for the Laurelhurst campus requires 
collaborative, critical thinking on issues of regional infrastructure, transporta-
tion, land use, growth management, and more. Compromises surely must be 
made. But, how can the size of any expansion exceed the ability of the 
infrastructure to support it and still serve the needs of Children’s patients and 
their families? 

At the September 9 CAC meeting, Children’s planned to introduce an alterna-
tive in response to the City’s comments on the DEIS. (This newsletter went to 
press before the meeting, and information about the plan was not available in 
advance.) Children’s CEO Tom Hansen, vice president Ruth Benfield, and Peter 
Steinbrueck were invited to attend the September 8 LCC Board of Trustees 
meeting to present the plan; however, they declined. 

n   Children’s has proposed to add 350 beds to its current capacity of 250 
beds; but, inpatient demand at Children’s has declined since adding beds in 
2004. Swedish Hospital’s inpatient pediatric services care for more King 
County children than Children’s does.

n   The proposed expansion is more than one and one half times the size of 
the current hospital – a complex one-third the size of the Pentagon. There is 
no conceivable way to mitigate the significant height, bulk and scale impacts.

n  The current City restrictions and prohibitions on boundary expansion are 
intended to prevent institutional sprawl. Leap-frogging over Sand Point Way 
to annex the Hartmann property is contrary to the City’s urban village growth 
strategy, as are Children’s continuing purchases of residential and commercial 
properties sprawling around the perimeter of the campus. 

n  An increase of 8,400 vehicle trips per day to Children’s campus, as project-
ed in the DEIS analysis of Alternative 7, will result in major congestion along 
Sand Point Way and in the vicinity. The level of service at five locations under 
Alternative 7 would be at “E” or “F.” These include: Five Corners, Montlake 
Boulevard and NE 45th, Montlake Boulevard and the SR 520 eastbound 
ramps, 40th Avenue NE and NE 55th Street (by the Metropolitan Market) and 
40th Avenue NE and NE 65th. Using the standard Institute of Transportation 
Engineers formula, the number of trips per day would be 42,000 – five times 
more vehicles than the DEIS projects. What explains the discrepancy?

LCC looks forward to working with Children’s in partnership as discussions on 
how best to address these complex issues move forward and plans evolve for 
Children’s expansion.  n

Children’s advisory 
Committee (CaC) Meeting
september 23 (Tues.) 6 p.m. 
Sustainability Workshop; location 
to be announced.
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CaLeNDar
september 14 (Sun.) 9 to 11 a.m. and 
noon to 3 p.m. Blood Drive for  
Puget sound Blood Center 
Seattle Community Church 

september 19 through October 5   
seattle Musical theatre – “1776”  
Magnuson Park Building 47  
Tickets: 206-363-2809
september 19 (Fri.) Deadline for 
Laurelhurst newsletter copy and 
advertising 

september 20  (Sat.)   
Fun Walk/run Fund raiser 
Sponsored by Friends of Laurelhurst, 
Laurelhurst Playground Renovation 
Committee, and the PTA. Registration Fee. 
Laurelhurst Elementary School

september 23 (Tues.) 6 p.m.  
CaC – sustainability Workshop 
Location to be announced

October 2 (Thurs.) 7 p.m.  
Conversations Between Parents, Kids 
For parents of elementary-aged children 
Laurelhurst Community Center 

October 13 (Mon.) 7 p.m.  
LCC Board of trustees meeting 
St. Stephen’s Church

October 16 (Thurs.) 7 p.m.  
the art of Parenting adolescents 
Laurelhurst Community Center

Walk the talk on Cell
As school begins, the area streets 
and sidewalks are busy with 
children, parents, and pets. Please 
use extra caution as you drive 
through the neighborhood. And, 
remember, talking on cell phones 
while driving now is against the law 
unless a headset is used. (RCW 
46.61.667) Distracted drivers 
talking on cell phones may cause 
accidents, so please don’t risk it. 
Don’t talk on your cell and drive.  n

Parking Courtesies
When school is in session, drivers 
park to drop off children in frenzied 
last-minute maneuvers and all too 
frequently disregard no parking 
areas and neighbors’ driveways. 

Please do not block driveways. 
Allow 5 feet on both sides of the 
drive as required by law. A partially 
blocked drive is a visual safety 
hazard that could cause an accident 
and can be more than an 
inconvenience for neighbors who 
have to wait for drivers to reappear 
and move their vehicles before they 
can leave home.  n

Fun Walk/Run Benefit September 20
The Friends of Laurelhurst Foundation, Laurelhurst Playground Renovation 
Committee, and the PTA are holding a fun walk/run Saturday, September 
20. The walk will start at Laurelhurst School and will be 1 1/2-miles 
through the neighborhood. Pick up preregistration forms at Laurelhurst 
School or Windermere Real Estate Sandpoint. Cost is $50 for individual, 
$100 per family. All ages welcome! Proceeds will benefit the Laurelhurst 
Community Playground and The Friends of Laurelhurst Foundation.  n

Free talks Focus on Parenting Great Kids
Friends of Laurelhurst Foundation, an organization of parents, teachers, 
and community members committed to improving the quality of educa-
tion at Laurelhurst Elementary School, is sponsoring two talks for adults 
and invites the community to attend. Julie Metzger, R.N., will be the 
speaker. Laurelhurst Community Center

Great Conversations between Parents and Kids: 
top ten talks to have together 
October 2, Thursday, 7 to 8:30 p.m.

For parents of elementary aged children – important conversations to 
consider having with your child to promote understanding, build a base of 
trust and partnership. 

staying Close While standing Back 
the art and science of Parenting adolescents 
October 16, Thursday, 7 to 8:30 p.m. 

One of the greatest balancing acts parents face in today’s world is know-
ing when to step forward to help and guide their children’s lives and when 
to let their child make independent decisions and choices for themselves.

Indoor Pools a Priority for 2010 Parks Levy
While no funds for swimming pools were included in 2008 Parks levy, 
Council Resolution 31073 asks the Mayor to consider proposing a levy in 
2010 prioritizing funding for public pools. Many spoke for pools as part of 
the current Parks levy proposal process, and the lobbying did result in an 
addition to the City Council’s energy-efficiency budget – UV treatment for 
multiple pools, a pre-requisite for 7-day openings at the City’s indoor 
pools. Imagine swimming at Meadowbrook on Sunday! 

It is clear to organizers that a city-wide Aquatics Plan is the prerequisite 
for getting public pools built or renovated. The Aquatics Plan would 
provide the vision, consensus, and cost estimates required for any future 
aquatics improvements.

To become involved with efforts to persuade the City Council to allocate 
planning funds this fall in the biannual budget, subscribe to www.seattle-
pools.org or contact elizabeth@seattlepools.org, 206-409-8975.  n

summertime Crime Log update
Thanks in part to the South Laurelhurst Private Security Project and 
increased awareness of police presence, reported crime decreased in the 
neighborhood this summer.

From mid-May through July, there were six reported incidents at the 
Playfield/fire pit; home burglaries in the 3800 and 4300 blocks of 43rd 
Ave. NE; a backyard voyeur videotaping in the 3800 block of 43rd Ave. 
NE; a Molotov cocktail thrown at a house in the 5400 block of Ivanhoe; 
attempted and successful break-ins in the 3900 block of 48th Ave. NE; 12 
cars broken into along 4800 block of 43rd Ave. NE; car break-ins in the 
3700 block of 41st Ave. NE, the 4800 block of NE 41st. St., and the 3100 
block of E. Laurelhurst Dr.  n
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Delivery (206) 726.1717 
4 pm weekends • 5 pm weekdays 

Delivered to homes or the beach!

Voted “Best Pizza” 
by Seattle Weekly readers for 13 years.

Duane J. Covey
finanCial aDvisor

stocks • Bonds • Mutual funds • annuities 
retirement Plans • CDs • life insurance

3216 n.e. 45th st. Bus (206) 524-0050
seattle, Wa 98105 fax (206) 524-0051

uNCLassIFIeDs

AVAILABLE VARIETY SERVICES: Housecleaning, 
laundry, ironing, alterations, cooking, etc.  
Mary, 286-8093.
COMFY KITTY MOBILE CAT GROOMING: We 
bring our self-contained grooming trailer to your 
driveway saving you time & kitty trauma. Call 
425-333-5226, www.comfykittygrooming.com.
COMPUTER HELP – RAPID RESPONSE: 
Experienced teacher/tutoring. Hardware/soft-
ware installation. Microsoft certifications: Word, 
Excel, Access. Laurelhurst refs. Matt, 525-8077.
DOG WALKER: Experienced, honest, reliable dog 
walker with excellent references and reasonable 
rates. www.walkdogwalk.com, e-mail walkdog-
walk@gmail.com, or call Erin Eskenazi at 384-
2125. Licensed and insured. 
FOR RENT: House near Laurelhurst School 
March 1 - May 27, 2009. Remodeling? Relatives 
visiting? Cute 3bdrm, 2bth furnished home. 
Complete with very nice cat. $2,200 per mo (inc 
yard srvc and utilities).  206-525-8894.
FOR RENT: 4+ bdr/3 bth 2400 SQFT house 
in Laurelhurst available Oct 1. Newly remod-
eled basement with office and media room and 
steam room/spa shower. Close to Children’s, 
Burke trail, and U Village. $2,900/mo. 
206-484-6358.
HANDYMAN / REMODELING SERVICES: “Bob 
of All Trades LLC” – Licensed, Bonded, Insured 
– Lic#BOBALAT936N3. Reasonable rates, expe-
rienced, professional, reliable. I listen to your 
needs. Call 425-301-9265. 

HELP WANTED: Part-time mornings. Looking 
for friendly, consciencious and enthusiastic 
person to join us at the COFFEE CREW. Please 
apply at 3614 NE 45th St. 206-525-2883.
HOME FOR SALE: 1,800 sqft one-story NW 
contemporary. Built in 1993. 3 bdrms, 1.75 
baths, great-room concept. 2-car detached 
garage. Fenced backyard. Call Sandy or John 
at 522-1572.
PAINTING SERVICES: Joe Jabon. 
Cell: 383-6725; Email: joejabon@gmail.com. 
Affordable residential painting...Licensed, 
Bonded and Insured...Great references. 
PARTY PLANNING: Need an extra pair of hands 
to help with your next party? Experienced 
event planner available for everything from 
shopping to clean-up. Karey Fey – 
206-650-3956. info@apronseattle.com
PET SITTING: caring and responsible retired 
lady with excellent references would like to pet 
and house sit. Please call 206-829-9415 or e-
mail millieheart@gmail.com. 
SHOP for new and slightly used treasures at 
Cloud 9 donation, consignment, and gift shop. 
6518 Roosevelt Way NE; 525-4440. Sponsored 
by St. Stephens Church. Call to donate house-
hold items. www.cloud9consign.org
SHIREY HANDYMAN SERVICE: We have the 
right tools and the right expertise to do all 
kinds of jobs large and small. Call today at 
425-392-8301 or www.shireyhandyman.com.
STANDARD CAR SERVICE: To and from SeaTac, 
all other occasional needs. Efficient, reliable, 
prompt. Fully licensed & insured. Visit www.
standardcarservice.com or call 930-0316.

Dr. P.J. Bingham
comprehensive, thorough eye exams

Market Optical in University Village . 522-9323

You won’t believe your eyes!
clear vision begins with healthy eyes

The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times 
a year. DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per 
issue, with a five-issue commitment paid in ad-
vance. Laurelhurst-area businesses have prior-
ity. Call Leslie at 525-0467. UNCLASSIFIED ADS 
are free for PAID members of the Laurelhurst 
Community Club, except that repeat ads or ads 
deemed commercial (including home business-
es, real estate rentals, and houses for sale) cost 
$20; 25-word maximum. Sorry, no unclassified 
ads taken by phone. Email copy to laurelhurst-
news@comcast.net, or mail it to 4721 47th Ave. 
NE, Seattle, WA 98105. Please include your 
name, address, and phone number. All ads are 
subject to space availability.

An Alliance of Independent Businesses

robert e. Millsap iii 
Attorney At Law - M.S. Tax 

Estate Planning, Probate, Tax and Business Representation
3513 NE 45th, Suite 2W   (206) 583-2740

Maider & Knowles

Tom Maider, Brad Knowles & Kim Knowles
206.226.2535

www.laurelhurst.com

Your Laurelhurst Real Estate Professionals

Dr. Janet K. Look - Licensed Psychologist

Dr. Look helps children, adolescents and adults create the
personal, school and professional success they want
through evaluation and psychotherapy.  Her work has been
featured in the New York Times, NBC Today Show and
MSNBC.

(206) 525-3210                              3626 NE 45
th
 Street #301

www.JanetLook.com                                Seattle, WA 98105

 Amanda 
TOUCH OF COLOR SALON
Cut. Color. Style. Weddings.

www.touchofcolorsalon.com 
3713 NE 45th Street  206-522-1900

S E A S O N A L M A I N T E N A N C E , H O M E R E PA I R S ,
S M A L L I M P R O V E M E N T S

206-526-1349 www.fixhomeservices.com

4020 NE 55th St., Seattle (across from Metropolitan Market)

Complete Care for 
the Life of Your Pet

206-528-198O
Robin E. Riedinger, DVM

Brandi Eskesen, DVM
Medicine  Dentistry  Surgery

www.hhvh.net

A fun fish 
house.

A Northwest 
original.
Atlas Foods

University Village
www.chowfoods.com

SUSAN’S CLEANING SERVICE: Cleaning special-
ist. Dependable, reliable, efficient. Licensed/
bonded/insured. 781-8876.
SEATTLE MUSICAL THEATRE: Located in 
Magnuson Park Bldg 47 presents “1776”  
opening Sept. 19 – Oct. 5. Call 206-363-2809 
for tickets. Family friendly entertainment in a 
cozy neighborhood atmosphere.  
WANTED: Cloud 9 needs paper bags with 
handles and shopping bags of all shapes and 
sizes. Drop them off at St. Stephen’s Church on 
NE 45th St.
YOGA: OmTown Yoga’s Fall Session begins 
September 22.  New students are welcome.  
Visit us online at www.omtownyoga.com.  
OmTown offers outstanding instruction for all 
levels, from kids to seniors.
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Wright Travel Since 1980

Sarah Wright

 (206) 524-8524
 wrighttravel@hotmail.com

We are your Laurelhurst neighbors
and associates of

Windermere Real Estate.
Please call if we can help with

any real estate need.

524-1100

Kate Allen 612-8424 
Molly Holm Brady 394-5020 
Toni Clayton 650-9550 
Debbie Jenner Culp 527-4648  
Kim Dales 235-7772 
Loie DiJulio 300-2400 
Mary Gibson 650-4341 
Scott Graham 799-3131 
Dale Kaneko 947-1223 
Cathy Millan 228-8558 
Renée Menti Ruhl 522-7029 
Barbara Shikiar 484-2446 
Jeri Smith 295-8785  
Maggie Weissman 226-0543

OFFICers & trustees

Jeannie Hale, President  525-5135 
email: jeannieh@serv.net

Liz Ogden, VP 517-5862 
Stan Sorscher, Sec. 522-7660 
Marian Joh, Treas. 985-9547 
Emily Dexter 524-1594 
Mark Holden 985-0055 
Colleen McAleer  525-0219 
Brian McMullen 367-9325 

Cary Lassen 524-1928 
Heather Newman 525-0085 
Don Torrie 524-4316 
Mark Trumbauer 527-8350 
Maggie Weissman 527-6646 
Leslie Wright 525-0467 

Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net; 525-0467 
                     
aircraft Noise hotline 433-5393 
animal Control 386-7387 
Police Nonemergency 625-5011 
Community Center 684-7529

crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com

Quorum Real Estate - Laurelhurst 
3505 NE 45th St., Seattle, WA  98105 

(206) 522-7003

Helen Kelleher Senseney   909-9367 
Dick Loudon                        818-2972 
Jenn Flynn                          427-3900

3617 N.E. 45th St.
Seattle, WA 98105               522-8515

Open Monday–Friday 
6 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturdays 6 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Brian Wright
finanCial aDvisor

stocks • Bonds • Mutual funds • annuities 
retirement Plans • CDs • life insurance

5000 30th ave. ne, suite 104  (206) 524-6472
seattle, Wa 98105 www.edwardjones.com
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e Crystal Clean
15 years successfully cleaning  

Windermere and Laurelhurst homes 
Special cleaning projects, laundry,  

ironing, etc.; party cleaning;  
available weekends; quality guaranteed. 

crystalclean@live.com – 425-745-5753

Laura Martin, MS
MS, Exercise Physiology

ACSM NSCA ACE

CELL 206-409-8449

Hollingsw@hotmail.com

LauraMartinTraining@yahoo.com

Laura Martin Health Consultant
In-Home Personal Training

PHYLLIS DUKES ~ MFA
photographer for family portraits

     
phyllisdukes@comcast.net

phone  206.523.0022

september 23 (Tues.) 6 p.m. Sustainability Workshop; place to 
be announced.


