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LCC Advocates for Neighborhood Livability 
There is a lot going on concerning the Mayor/City Council plans for 
changing the zoning codes in the 2035 Comprehensive Plan. It is 
important that neighbors get involved! The impact of proposed changes 
will forever alter neighborhoods and their livability.

There is only one public hearing on 2035 Comp Plan amendments 
Thursday, September 15, 2 p.m., at City Hall. Address email comments to 
committee chair Rob Johnson (our NE Seattle district councilmember):  
rob.johnson@seattle.gov.

If some of the proposed amendments pass, developers will build multi-
family apartments in single-family blocks that were never intended 
to absorb such intense build out — resulting in a lack of parking, 
inconvenient access to transit, limited space for play yards and kitchen 
gardens, limited sewer capacity, diminished open space. Such density will 
result in the removal of trees in Seattle’s dwindling urban canopy. 

A detail that the City Council and Mayor’s office don’t appear to be 
considering is that often single-family homes already are housing 
multiple families and/or generations. The amenities of back yards and 
some adjacent parking make that work for all.

The Queen Anne Community Council has challenged Mike O’Brien’s 
legislation claiming that “there are no environmental impacts and risks 
to every Seattle neighborhood by converting all single family zoned 
properties over 3,200 square feet in size to triplex zones, with no parking 
or ownership requirements among many other serious consequences.” 
The QA Community Council presented their appeal in front of the Hearing 
Examiner August 30. Martin Henry Kaplan, AIA Chair, states: “Our appeal 
directly challenges the intentional failure of O’Brien’s legislation and 
in turn City Hall to address and actually professionally study, critically 
analyze, and transparently report to the public the true environment 
impacts of this ill-advised legislation. We propose instead that a full and 
comprehensive environmental impact study (EIS) must be completed.”  
www.queenanneappeal.org

LCC is actively engaged in reviewing and commenting on proposals.  n

Thanks to Donors and Volunteers 
for Making the 54th Annual 
Salmon Bake Another Success!
  

Slow Down, You’re 
Movin’ Too Fast! 
It’s fall and back-to-school time. 
Lots of children are walking and 
biking to the Villa and Laurelhurst 
Elementary, as well as to area 
pre-schools. 
It’s easy for drivers to speed in a 
rush to beat the school bell, and it 
is potentially very dangerous. LCC 
reminds drivers to adhere to speed 
limits, be extra mindful of 
pedestrians at crosswalks, and 
expect the unexpected, such as a 
child or pet running into the street. 
Speeds in excess of 70 mph have 
been recorded on 41st St. NE.  n

Parking Near Driveways
Please do not block neighbors’ 
driveways. This is a particular 
problem for neighbors when 
parents drop off children at 
Laurelhurst Elementary. City code 
requires leaving five feet of space 
on each side of a driveway for 
adequate visibility. Backing out of 
drives can be very dangerous when 
oncoming vehicles are blocked 
from view by parked cars.  n

Sharing Crime Details
If you are the victim of a crime,  
such as a car prowl or burglary, or 
see a suspicious person, please 
email the crimeprevention@laurel-
hurstcc.com with any details you 
are able to provide. LCC Crime 
Prevention is starting a database  
of information to assist in catching 
perpetrators.
The crimeprevention email is the 
central location used to collect and 
communicate information to LCC’s 
off-duty security patrol officers in 
our neighborhood. While not 
instantaneous, the quicker you 
alert the email, the faster LCC can 
get the word out to the officers  
on duty.  n Mayor to Eliminate Funding for District Councils

In an effort to seek community involvement from under-represented and 
under-served communities, including renters, immigrants and refugees, 
people experiencing homelessness, low-income households, etc., the 
Mayor has eliminated funding for Seattle’s 13 district councils. The 
district councils have a long record of success in advocating on land use 
and transportation issues and assisting in ranking projects under the 
Neighborhood Matching Fund and the annual street funds. The Mayor has 
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Crime Highlights
LCC Private Security Patrol 
Report: 
7/22 Cleared car from beach club 
parking lot at 1 a.m. 
7/15  Responded to call of fireworks 
at park, broke up party at the 
firepit, turned away several other 
cars of kids coming in for the party. 
7/20  Checked residence on Surber 
where a reported suspicious person 
was seen.
Cleared group of teens from fire pit 
at park at 11 p.m.
8/6 Responded to shots/fireworks  
near Surber; nothing found.
Cleared group of teens from the 
park.
8/22 Responded to 911 hang-up 
from the community center; no 
issue found.
Subscriber benefits offered through 
the patrol program are detailed on the 
LCC website.
Seattle Police Department 
Report:
7/1  Property Destruction
42 Ave. NE + NE 45 St. 
7/2  Theft - Car Prowl
5400 block of 47 Ave. NE 
7/7  Burglary
4500 block of 51 Ave. NE
7/12  Theft - Car Prowl
5400 block of 47 Ave. NE
7/27  Narcotics Activity
4100 block of 43 Ave. NE
8/1  Burglary
4100 block NE Surber Dr.
8/1  Burglary
3700 block of 41 Ave. NE
8/5  Property Destruction
NE 41 St. + 42 Ave. NE
8/7  Burglary
4700 block of NE 45 St.
8/12  Auto Theft
3700 block of 43 Ave. NE
8/14  Burglary
3600 block of 42 Ave. NE
8/22  Auto Theft
NE 42 St. + 37 Ave. NE
8/24  Burglary
4300 block of 54 Ave. NE
8/25  Burglary
4200 block of 55 Ave. NE 

Neighbors Tackle Multiple 520 Bridge Concerns 
On July 27, LCC wrote Governor Jay Inslee about noise and lighting on 
the new 520 floating bridge. LCC has been active in the SR520 re-build 
for over 15 years, and participated in all of the state and city mediation 
and community review processes to achieve an optimal design outcome. 
Two key features requested by all citizens were that the new bridge be 
quieter, and built with the minimal amount of lighting needed for safety.
In the EIS, WSDOT acknowledged that these elements would be accom-
plished. Now that the new Floating Bridge and Western Landings are 
operational, the results do not achieve those design goals. 
Citizens on both sides of Lake Washington are subjected to loud, impulse 
noises being generated by the low-end quality of Mageba brand expan-
sion joints used on the structure. To their credit, WSDOT has researched 
and offered solutions to the noise problems with several options, which 
include replacement of the current expansion joints with a quieter ver-
sion, or adding a “sinus plate” to the existing ones to reduce the impulse 
noise generated from the existing joints.
In addition, the lighting on the north bike/pedestrian lane has a design 
flaw. Instead of having the low lights installed from the outer edge, 
shining back onto the lane, the light fixtures are set up high and point 
outwards to the lake and nearby homes. The overall effect is that of a 
fully lit cruise ship on Lake Washington at night, which blocks out the 
moonlight, and mountain views. WSDOT has replaced the 400 units of 
100 watt lights with 50 watt bulbs. The lighting is still far too bright and 
is distracting to bridge users, navigation on the water, fish and wildlife, 
and residents along the shoreline. For now, WSDOT should keep lights off 
while a plan to correct the design flaw is implemented. The shared use 
path is not a designated transportation corridor until late 2017 when it 
will connect to a Montlake pathway. Right now, it is strictly recreational, 
and technically no tax payer tolls are permitted to light it.
Government officials, including Reps. Gerry Pollet, Jessyn Farrell and 
Sen. David Frockt from the 46th, as well as Reps. Patty Kuderer and Joan 
McBride from District 48th, local mayors, city council members and 
citizen and environmental groups, met with WSDOT to request ways to 
fix these design flaws. LCC has asked the governor to both support the 
retrofit or replacement of the noisy expansion joints on the new structure 
and also require WSDOT to fix the over lighting of the bike/ped lanes. 
LCC is working in collaboration with other affected entities to define and 
acknowledge the problems and present viable solutions. 
Steve Murch, Jean Amick, Katherine Burk, and Colleen McAleer formed 
an ad hoc committee working toward an effective solution. They met with 
State Rep. Jessyn Farrell and Sen. David Frockt September 6. In addition, 
McAleer met Sept. 7 on the Eastside with Medina residents and Governor 
Inslee to examine the noise joint problem as well as the lighting on the 
shared use path.   n

Street Light Out?
If so, please report it. Note the 
number on the pole and then 
report problems online at www.
seattle.gov/light/streetlight using 
the Streetlight Trouble Report 
Form, or by phone at 684-7056.  n 

Neighborhood Councils continued from page 1

chosen to eliminate the voices of these dedicated volunteers in the 
district councils without their input.
The Northeast District Council (NEDC) includes representatives from 16 
northeast Seattle community councils, including Laurelhurst. It is 
considered one of the most effective community councils in Seattle in 
promoting livable communities. The NEDC and LCC will work to 
encourage the mayor to delay funding changes until September 2017. 
Neighbors are encouraged to contact the Mayor and City Council to 
support this position.
The city is building a new framework for community outreach and 
engagement to involve residents in ways to share ideas on how the city 
can make it easier for them to participate in and get information about 
city projects, events, opportunities, and issues.   n



Call (206) 523-7315 for a 
personal visit and to learn more

about Ida Culver House Ravenna.
  2315 NE 65th St, Seattle • eraliving.com          
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UNCLASSIFIEDS

BEST CLEANING LLC: 24 years cleaning 
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Regular 
cleaning and special projects; references from 
current clients; quality guaranteed.  
206-948-2433. bestcleaning@outlook.com.
CERTIFIED SAFE SITTER. Laurelhurst teen has 
taken hospital-administered Safe Sitter Class 
and has experience volunteering in Preschool 
programs. Fun, energetic, responsible and loves 
kids! Call Libby at 206-258-3335. Also available 
for dog sitting/walking. 
CHEERFUL AND RESPONSIBLE BABYSITTER: 
Laurelhurst resident high school sophomore who 
loves children and pets is available to babysit 
evenings and weekends. Online booking!  
www.laurelhurstbabysitter.com
DOG WALKER WANTED. Laurelhurst teen(s) 
wanted to walk two dogs in the neighborhood 
after school. Dogs are sweet and easy to walk. 
Rate is $12/hour. Contact Alison O’Carroll at 
206-524-6150 or alison.ocarroll@comcast.net.
HOME ORGANIZATION & MOVING SERVICE: 
Complete coordination of your move or simply 
helping to downsize, organize, de-clutter and 
simplify your life! Katie Hennings Larson @  
206-307-9424 / www.MovesMadeSimple.com 
NEST VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED: Help 
seniors get out and about to their medical  
appointments and social visits. Start making  
a difference for your neighbors today! Visit  
www.nestseattle.org for more information, or 
call 206-525-6378.

PAINTING: Luis Ramirez 465-3593. Interior 
and exterior. Great Laurelhurst references. 
Bonded and insured. Any size job welcome.
RAPID COMPUTER HELP: PC/Mac. 
Upgrades; hardware, software installation; 
troubleshooting, repair. Spyware, virus 
removal. Windows, MS Office certifications. 
Local References. Matt, 206-498-8901.
REMODELING/HANDYMAN SERVICES:  
“Bob of All Trades.” Licensed, Bonded, Insured.
Lic#BOBALAT936N3. Reasonable rates, 
experienced, professional, reliable. www.
BobOfAllTrades.com. Email: bobstocco@gmail.
com or call 425-301-9265.
WANTED: Laurelhurst Homes - As Is.   
I will buy your house as is. Don’t worry about 
problems or cleaning up or preparing for sale.  
Quick and easy cash sale. I live in the neigh-
borhood. Call Mike, LREA, at 206-459-9375.
WANTED Volunteers! Hearing about domes-
tic violence in the media and not sure how 
to help? Here’s how: Volunteer as a Helpline 
Advocate at New Beginnings nonprofit and 
offer compassionate support and resources 
to callers experiencing relationship abuse. 
Training and guidance provided at your pace 
before answering calls. Daytime availability 
preferred – 4 hours shifts encouraged. Email 
Erin to learn more! epankow@newbegin.org

Thanks to our advertisers for their support. 

Call (206) 306-7920 for a 
personal visit & to learn more.

Where senior living is full of JOY.

  450 NE 100th Street, Seattle • aljoya.com          

SEATTLE SKIN & LASER
Cosmetic    Medical    Surgical Dermatology 

www.seattleskinandlaser.com    

(206) 525-1168 
3216 NE 45th Place, Suite 203, Seattle WA  98105

Proud to be a Laurelhurst business!
We treat infants, children, teens & adults

University Village   www.mrscooks.com

We help people age where they’re 
most comfortable. At home.

Meal Preparation Hourly/Live In 
Light Housekeeping Skilled Nursing 
Errands/Shopping Care Management

www.familyresourcehomecare.com 
206.545.1092

                Partnership for a Lifetime 
                          Excellence Education Prevention 

                          Comfort Compassion 

              206-528-1980
                       www.hhvh.net

Robin E. Riedinger, DVM
Brandi L. Eskesen, DVM
William G. Riley, DVM

4020 NE 55th St   Seattle, WA - across from Metropolitan Market

Dr. Robin E. Riedinger, DVM 
Dr. Brandi L. Eskesen, DVM

206-498-4606
ccrile@windermere.com

Living Laurelhurst, Selling Laurelhurst

Summer Specials On Now!
www.TheSeattleGym.com
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www.laurelhurstcc.com  

 More than just a walk in the park 
 Puppy Care  Dog Walks Dog Park Adventures 

Puddle Preventer  Pet Sitting  Pet Taxi 

Dana Spies  603-440-5802 
danasdogsseattle@gmail.com 

Facebook.com/danasdogsseattle 
Call or Email today for a FREE Consultation!

YOUR AD HERE!

Contact 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net 

$375 for 5 issues 
Your advertising supports 

the newsletter and community.

The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times 
a year. DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per 
issue, with a five-issue commitment paid in 
advance. UNCLASSIFIED ADS are free for 
PAID members of the Laurelhurst Community 
Club, except that repeat ads or ads deemed 
commercial cost $20; 25-word maximum.  
Email copy to laurelhurstnews@comcast.net. 

Laurelhurst Blog 
http://thelaurelhurstblog.blogspot.com/  
News, events, issues, restaurants, businesses 
and lots more. Email a tip or story idea or 
subscribe at laurelhurstblogger@gmail.com. 
The blog and LCC are separate entities.  n 

CALENDAR
September 10 (Sat.) 10 a.m. to noon 
SUN Park Weed and Sweep 
47th Ave NE and NE 47th St.  
September 12 (Mon.) 7 p.m.  
LCC Board of Trustees 
Laurelhurst Community Center
September 23 (Fri.) 5 p.m. 
Deadline for Laurelhurst Newsletter 
Copy and Ads
Drop off donations for Elizabeth 
Gregory House, a U District women’s 
shelter: Huda Giddens at 4338 NE 44th St.  
(Leave in dark green, covered bin at the 
front of the house.)
Master Gardener Clinic  
Mondays, 4 to 8 p.m. 
Center for Urban Horticulture Atrium
Laurelhurst Community Center 
Activities To receive e-mail notices, 
send an e-mail to Laurelhurst.CC@
Seattle.Gov. http://www.seattle.gov/
parks/centers/laurelcc.htm

5436 Sand Point Way NE, Seattle 98105 
206-525-4340  |  uwineseattle.com
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LAURELHURST
Laurelhurst Community Club

PMB #373, 4616 25th Ave. NE
Seattle, WA 98105

OFFICERS & TRUSTEES
Jeannie Hale, President  525-5135 

email: jeannieh@serv.net

Colleen McAleer, VP 525-0219 
Emily Dexter, Treas.526-2927 
Robin Chalmers 525-2028 
Kay Kelly  522-6773 
Linda Luiten 522-5607 
Brian McMullen 367-9325 

Heather Newman 525-0085
Liz Ogden  517-5862
Connie Sidles 522-7513 
Stan Sorscher 522-7660 
Don Torrie 524-4316 
Maggie Weissman 226-0543 
Leslie Wright 229-1505 

Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net; 229-1505 
Aircraft Noise Hotline 433-5393 
Animal Control 386-7387 
Community Center 684-7529 
Laurelhurst Beach Club (business) 729-3724 
Police Emergency or Reporting 911 
Police, Non-emergency 625-5011 
24-Hour Crisis Line 461-3222 

Security: crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com 
Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com
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Kate Allen  612-8424 

Chet Crile  498-4606

Kim Dales  235-7772

Mary Gibson  650-4341

Dale Kaneko  947-1223

Cathy Millan  228-8558

Barbara Shikiar 484-2446

Jeri Smith  295-8785

Maggie Weissman 226-0543
Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc. 
(206) 522-7003 

Helen Kelleher Senseney    909-9367 
Dick Loudon                         818-2972 
Sharon Johnson 745-2673
Eddie Muanda   915-7041  
Cynthia Williams                      769-7140
Jenn Flynn                           427-3900

Locally owned Real Estate Company
Excellent reputation,

customized customer service, team approach.

3505 NE 45th St. 
Seattle 98105 

KAREN PECOTA

Karen Pecota
Licensed Electrologist since 1977

  206.794.1258
  www.sandpointelectrolysis.com
Hawthorne Hill Professional Center
4026 NE 55th Street, Suite E

LASER Childcare Programs
Offering Before/After School Child Care, Day/ 
Summer Camp, a Pre-K Readiness Program, 

and Enrichment Classes
Located at Laurelhurst, Bryant, 

and Sand Point Elementary
www.laserchildcare.org
4530 46th AVE NE Seattle, WA 98105

laserinfo@comcast.net
(206) 525-9160

Benjamin Law Group 
Andrew L. Benjamin       Nathan S. Benjamin 

Laurelhurst Office 
(206) 622-8953     www.benjlaw.com

Divorce  / Wills / Personal 
Injury Injury 

Is Your Sidewalk 
Clear and Safe for 
Neighbors?
The dark and rainy season will 
soon be here. Walkers, joggers, 
dogs, and children on bikes and 
scooters frequently need to dodge 
overgrowth that encroaches on 
sidewalks. Do your shrubs or 
hedges sprawl across the walk or 
overhang the sidewalk’s edge? Do 
tree branches droop causing 
passersby to duck? Have plantings 
grown so tall that drivers can’t see 
past them? If so – with autumn 
quickly approaching – it’s time to 
get out the pruners. 
City Code requires property 
owners keep adjacent sidewalks, 
roads, and alleys clear of all 
obstructions. This means shoveling 
snow in the winter, raking leaves in 
the fall, and repairing damaged 
sidewalks. Encroaching shrubs and 
hedges must be cut back, and a 
minimum eight-foot clearance 
must be maintained above 
sidewalks (14 feet above roads and 
alleys). Vegetation that obscures 
an intersection at a distance of 30 
feet should be trimmed.  n


