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support LCC’s 
Work toward a 
Compromise with 
Children’s
LCC consistently has supported the 
mission of Seattle Children’s and 
its need to grow; however, like 
other institutions, Children’s must 
comply with the City’s Comprehen-
sive Plan and Land Use Code and 
policies. It is LCC’s sincere hope 
that Children’s will work with LCC 
and its neighbors on a plan for 
reasonable development that is 
appropriate to its location. 
thank you to all who have con-
tributed to the special appeal to 
enable LCC to pay its consultants 
and attorneys working on Seattle’s 
Children’s proposed master plan. 
Our success to date would not 
have been possible without your 
financial support.
there is a long road yet ahead.  
The process now moves forward to 
the City Council. Several groups 
have appealed the Hearing Exam-
iner’s decision. LCC and its allies 
will be faced with formidable and 
well-funded forces opposing the 
HE’s recommendation and support-
ing Children’s all-or-nothing 
approach calling for 2.4 million 
square feet of development. 
This means LCC needs your 
support now more than ever as it 
increases its fund raising efforts 
throughout the coming months. 
Donations both large and small 
are appreciated as each one 
moves us toward our goal of 
working with Children’s on a 
plan that’s good for them and 
good for Laurelhurst and 
Northeast seattle.
Another way to contribute is by 
paying your $50 2009 LCC dues. 
Please make contributions from 
LCC’s secure online payment 
option at www.laurelhurstcc.com, 
or mail your check to LCC at 4616 
25th Avenue NE, PMB #373, 
Seattle, WA 98105.  n

Op-ed: hearing examiner Made the right Choice 
rejecting seattle Children’s expansion Plan
By Jeannie Hale, Special to The Seattle Times, August 19, 2009
No one should have been surprised when, on Aug. 11, the Seattle city 
hearing examiner issued a recommendation for denial of Seattle 
Children’s application to add 1.5 million square feet of development in 
Laurelhurst. Children’s hospital already occupies 900,000 square-feet 
there. The denial became inevitable as Children’s painted itself into a 
corner in the application process.

continued on page 2

Prop. 1 addresses affordable housing Needs
At its July 13 meeting, LCC voted unanimously to endorse Proposition 1, 
which will appear on the November ballot. LCC has a long history of 
support for low-income and affordable housing and has endorsed five 
housing levies since 1981. Neighbors have overwhelmingly supported 
these measures.
Monies raised from Proposition 1 would contribute to the production of 
more than 1,800 additional units of low-income housing in Seattle. $104 
million from the new levy would go to production of low-income rental 
units; $9 million would be offered in the form of low-interest loans to low-
income home buyers. More than $4 million would be provided to low-
income families who need temporary help due to an emergency such as 
job loss, illness, or death in the family. The $145 million levy would 
provide a critical housing safety net for thousands of our city’s most 
vulnerable neighbors and address Seattle’s critical homelessness issue.
The levy is expected to cost the owner of a $430,000 home $79 a year in 
property taxes over the seven-year life of the levy. The cost is an invest-
ment in addressing Seattle’s low-income and affordable housing needs.  n 

In Our “Back Yard”: union Bay Natural area
The Union Bay Natural Area (UBNA) is a public wildlife area, natural 
restoration laboratory, and an important habitat next to Lake Washington. 
At 74 acres, with four miles of shoreline, it is the second largest natural 
system left on the lake. More than thirty years ago, the blackberry thick-
ets along the Wahkiakum trail were cut down and native trees (aspen, 
alder, fir, hemlock, cedar) and meadows were planted on this former 
landfill. Once these groves of trees reach a critical height, their canopy 
will shade out the invasive blackberries and sustain itself.
Join volunteers sat., Oct. 10, at 10 a.m. to tackle invading vines along 
the Wahkiakum path just east of uW’s parking lot e-5. Help continue 
this decades-long project to create a native forest and meadow environ-
ment at the UBNA. The hard work of UW professor Kern Ewing and his 
students is in jeopardy of retreating back into a blackberry jungle. Due to 
University budget constraints, the restoration project is in dire need of 
additional maintenance to keep the invasive vines in check. 
Please contact Wendy Kelley (wkelley@u.washington.edu) or Len Nelson 
(Lnelson1248@gmail.com) to sign up or to request further information. 
Learn more about the UW Botanic Gardens’ Center for Urban Horticulture 
and their many programs at http://depts.washington.edu/urbhort/. n
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CaLeNDar

september 14 (Mon.) 7 p.m.  
LCC Board of trustees meeting 
St. Stephen’s Church
september 23 (Wed.) 7 p.m. 
Weed and sweep Brigade Work Party 
SUN Park; Bring favorite garden tool
september 25 (Fri.) Deadline for 
Laurelhurst newsletter copy and 
advertising
september 25 to 27 (Fri., Sat., Sun.) 
Friends of the seattle Library  
Fall Book sale 
Magnuson Park, Hangar in Building #30 
http://friendsofspl.org/booksale.aspx
October 4 (Sun.) 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 
October 5 (Mon.) 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
arboretum Foundation’s annual  
Fall Bulb and Plant sale 
Graham Visitors Center 
www.arboretumfoundation.org or call 
206-325-4510
October 10 (Sat.) 10 a.m. 
restoration at union Bay Natural area 
See pg 1. ontact Wendy Kelley, wkelley@u.
washington.edu, for more information.
October 12 (Mon.) 7 p.m.  
LCC Board of trustees meeting 
St. Stephen’s Church
October 30 (Fri.) 5 to 8 p.m. 
Kid’s Karnival Fun for the whole family! 
Laurelhurst Elementary
Laurelhurst Garden Club 
Second Friday of the month, 11 a.m. 
Laurelhurst Community Center  
Call Cheryl for more info at 386-9106. 
suN Park’s Weed and sweep Brigade 
work parties: Second Saturday of each 
month, 10 a.m. to noon; fourth Wednesday 
evening of each month, 7 to 8 p.m.
Master Gardener Clinic  
Mondays, 4 to 8 p.m. 
Center for Urban Horticulture Atrium
Laurelhurst Community Center 
activities To receive e-mail notices, send 
an e-mail to Laurelhurst.CC@Seattle.Gov.

www.laurelhurstcc.com  

Join the Laurelhurst 
email Network! 
Email jeannieh@serv.net.

For 30 years, the Seattle City Council has relied on a hearing examiner to 
make recommendations on development proposals by hospitals and 
universities designated on the city’s law books as “major institutions.”
These include such local “favorites” as Swedish Medical Center, the 
University of Washington, Harborview Medical Center, Children’s, etc. 
They are all beloved by many, including the Laurelhurst Community Club. 
They all have critical, lifesaving missions for patients young and old.
And they all must go through a major institutions planning review. No one 
has to appeal to trigger the city’s hearing examiner review; it is required 
under the city’s “major institutions code.”
The hearing examiner’s Web site says it all: Her job is to “conduct fair 
and impartial administrative hearings” and her office is “separate and 
independent from all other City departments.” She decides based on just 
the facts and the law; no media pressure from the commentators of the 
right and left, no phone calls from the mayor, no lobbying by important 
political “players.”
For the Children’s application, the examiner held more than a week of 
hearings. She read thousands of pages of exhibits, studies and testimony. 
She reviewed the multivolume environmental-impact statement required 
under Washington’s environmental laws. And, after reviewing it all, she 
came to the key conclusion that under the city’s zoning laws and state-
required growth-management plans, Children’s proposal was too much in 
the wrong place.
As summed up in her 40-page denial recommendation: “Children’s is 
asking that the proverbial ‘square peg’ be forced into a ‘round hole,’ but it 
does not fit.”
For example, it does not take a rocket scientist to recognize that 
thousands of additional vehicle trips per day through the Montlake 
Boulevard to Highway 520 and Northeast 45th Street and Sand Point Way 
choke points will overwhelm them. This is not just a Laurelhurst or 
citywide commuter issue. Emergency vehicles and parents transporting 
seriously ill children will be delayed in traffic along with everyone else.
Two years ago, when the application process started, the Laurelhurst 
Community Club pointed out that Children’s proposed expansion was 
more than the neighborhood could support or the law could bear. It was 
just plain unrealistic. The Club asked Children’s to put on the table a 
compromise in keeping with the city code requirement for balancing 
“facilities for the provision of health care with the need to minimize the 
impact of Major Institution development on surrounding neighborhoods.”
Children’s refused.
As the application process ran its course, Children’s was the beneficiary  
of a smear campaign against Laurelhurst on the part of special-interest 
groups and some segments of the media.
It was easy for some to dismiss Laurelhurst’s concerns as “NIMBY” (not  
in my backyard), ignoring the 900,000 square feet already very much in 
its backyard. Not anymore.
Editorial fist-shaking or loud attempts to intimidate the City Council into 
ignoring the hearing examiner and the law will not solve this problem. 
What is needed is a modified proposal by Children’s that steps back from 
“all or nothing” as a planning principle.
A Times proposal on this theme would have been helpful. Instead, The 
Times’ Aug. 14 editorial’s don’t-confuse-us-with-the-facts approach will 
just encourage disrespect for the law and the process.
For its part, Laurelhurst Community Club is ready to move forward 
immediately with a realistic expansion plan for Children’s. Will you  
join us?  n

LCC’s Seattle Times Op-Ed continued from page 1 Boats Out of Water
Several neighbors again this 
summer have requested 
information about parking boats in 
residential areas. It is illegal to 
park boats and trailers on city 
streets or to park them in a front 
yard or front driveway for extended 
periods of time. To read the codes, 
search the City Clerk’s Office 
website at http://clerk.ci.seattle.
wa.us/~public/code1.htm.  n
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Delivery (206) 726.1717 
4 pm weekends • 5 pm weekdays 

Delivered to homes or the beach!

Voted “Best Pizza” 
by Seattle Weekly readers for 13 years.

Duane J. Covey
finanCial aDvisor

stocks • Bonds • Mutual funds • annuities 
retirement Plans • CDs • life insurance

3216 n.e. 45th st. Bus (206) 524-0050
seattle, Wa 98105 fax (206) 524-0051

uNCLassIFIeDs

AVAILABLE: Responsible retired lady, qualified 
home caregiver. Will also house sit and care for 
animals. Excellent references. Call Millie 206-
293-2784 or Karin 206-829-9415.
AVAILABLE VARIETY SERVICES: Housecleaning, 
laundry, ironing, alterations, cooking, etc.  
Mary, 286-8093.
COMPUTER HELP – RAPID RESPONSE: 
Experienced teacher/tutoring. Hardware/soft-
ware installation. Microsoft certifications: Word, 
Excel, Access. Laurelhurst refs. Matt, 525-8077.
COUNSELOR in your neighborhood: Licensed 
Masters-level counselor offering support to 
seniors and adults struggling with depression 
and life transitions, including family consults on 
Dementia. Lindsey Hewes, 206-335-9995.
DOG WALKER: Experienced, honest, reliable dog 
walker with excellent references and reasonable 
rates. www.walkdogwalk.com, e-mail walkdog-
walk@gmail.com, or call Erin Eskenazi at 384-
2125. Licensed and insured. 
FOR LEASE: Totally renovated, furnished, 
waterfront Madison Park condo. 2 bdrm, 1 bath. 
Pool, dock, landscaped peaceful setting. 3 mo. 
minimum lease: $2500/mo. or 6 mo. $2000/ 
mo. Contact Diane: dsrawlinson@comcast.net or 
503 -789-5754. 
FOR RENT: $3199 + deposit, 1926 Laurelhurst 
classic, beautiful house/water view, 3+ 
bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, family comfortable, 
hardwoods, safe/quiet street, fabulous garden, 
206-524-6070 or steve@macboyd.com.

FOR RENT: Villa Pacifica, waterfront villa in a 
secure gated community north of Puerto Vallarta  
Typically $1600/wk, maid service. Sleeps 4+, 
AC. 206-769-1300, nalisaec@w-link.net.
FOR SALE: 2000 Mazda Protege. 137,000 
miles. $4,700. New leather interior. 2nd owner. 
206-650-5471.
GOOD MORNING CHILD CARE: At Teacher Lee’s 
home. Have a relaxing playful morning. Walk 
to school. Weekdays 7:45 to 9:20 a.m.; starts 
9/14/09. Call Lee at 206-522-1021.
PAINTING: Joe the Painter. Joe Jabon. Cell: 383-
6725; Email: joejabon@gmail.com. Affordable 
residential painting... Small jobs and condos 
welcomed… Licensed, Bonded and Insured... 
Great references. 
PAINTING: Luis Ramirez. 465-3593. Interior and 
exterior. Many Laurelhurst references. Bonded 
and Insured.
PAINTING: Residential and small commercial. 
Licensed, insured and bonded. Pressure wash-
ing available. No job too small. Contact Rick 
Johnson, 206-427-0708.
PERSONAL TRAINING: Exercise and nutritional 
consulting in your home for individuals and 
groups. 10% off first four sessions. Call Laura 
Martin 206-409-8449. Local references.
PIANO: Looking to Buy or Sell? Contact  
www.thepianoconnection.com, a music teacher-
founded service. Steinway, Schimmel, and 
Wurlitzer grands starting at $7,900.  
Esther Warkov, Ph.D., 206-659-0038.
SHOP for new and slightly used treasures at 
Cloud 9 donation, consignment, and gift shop. 
6518 Roosevelt Way NE; 525-4440. Sponsored 
by St. Stephens Church. Call to donate house-
hold items. www.cloud9consign.org

Dr. Janet K. Look - Licensed Psychologist

Dr. Look helps children, adolescents and adults create the
personal, school and professional success they want
through evaluation and psychotherapy.  Her work has been
featured in the New York Times, NBC Today Show and
MSNBC.

(206) 525-3210                              3626 NE 45
th
 Street #301

www.JanetLook.com                                Seattle, WA 98105

S E A S O N A L M A I N T E N A N C E , H O M E R E PA I R S ,
S M A L L I M P R O V E M E N T S

206-526-1349 www.fixhomeservices.com

4020 NE 55th St., Seattle (across from Metropolitan Market)

Complete Care for 
the Life of Your Pet

206-528-198O
Robin E. Riedinger, DVM

Brandi Eskesen, DVM
Medicine  Dentistry  Surgery

www.hhvh.net

Alison Urback
206.909.2892

STANDARD CAR SERVICE: To and from SeaTac, 
all other occasional needs. Efficient, reliable, 
prompt. Fully licensed & insured. Visit www.
standardcarservice.com or call 930-0316. 
SUSAN’S CLEANING SERVICE: Cleaning special-
ist. Dependable, reliable, efficient. Licensed/
bonded/insured. 781-8876.
















The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times 
a year. DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per 
issue, with a five-issue commitment paid in ad-
vance. Laurelhurst-area businesses have prior-
ity. Call Leslie at 229-1505. UNCLASSIFIED ADS 
are free for PAID members of the Laurelhurst 
Community Club, except that repeat ads or ads 
deemed commercial (including home business-
es, real estate rentals, and houses for sale) cost 
$20; 25-word maximum. Sorry, no unclassified 
ads taken by phone. Email copy to laurelhurst-
news@comcast.net, or mail it to 4721 47th Ave. 
NE, Seattle, WA 98105. Please include your 
name, address, and phone number. All ads are 
subject to space availability.

Laurelhurst Blog 
http://thelaurelhurstblog.
blogspot.com/ 

News, events, issues, restaurants, 
businesses and lots more. If you 
have a tip, story idea, pictures, know 
or see something interesting in the 
neighborhood, send an email to 
laurelhurstblogger@gmail.com.  n 

the PrODuCers  
sept.18-Oct 4  
Fridays & Saturdays at 8 pm 
Sundays at 2:00pm 
Thursday, Oct. 1, at 7:30 pm

We are now accepting 
renewals and new 
subscriptions for our 32nd 
season. Please call our office 
at (206) 363-2809 or visit 
www.seattlemusicaltheatre.

2009-2010
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Laurelhurst Community Club
PMB #373, 4616 25th Ave. NE

Seattle, WA 98105

Wright Travel Since 1980

Sarah Wright

 (206) 524-8524
 wrighttravel@hotmail.com

We are your Laurelhurst neighbors
and associates of

Windermere Real Estate.
Please call if we can help with

any real estate need.

524-1100

Kate Allen 612-8424 
Toni Clayton 650-9550 
Debbie Jenner Culp 527-4648  
Kim Dales 235-7772 
Loie DiJulio 300-2400 
Mary Gibson 650-4341 
Scott Graham 799-3131 
Dale Kaneko 947-1223 
Brad Knowles  383-8541 
Cathy Millan 228-8558 
Renée Menti Ruhl 522-7029 
Barbara Shikiar 484-2446 
Jeri Smith 295-8785  
Maggie Weissman 226-0543

OFFICers & trustees

Jeannie Hale, President  525-5135 
email: jeannieh@serv.net

Stan Sorscher, Sec. 522-7660 
Marian Joh, Treas. 985-9547 
Emily Dexter 526-2927 
Colleen McAleer  525-0219 
Brian McMullen 367-9325 
Cary Lassen 524-1928 
Len Nelson  

Don Torrie 524-4316 
Mark Trumbauer 527-8350 
Maggie Weissman 527-6646 
Kirsten Whitcomb 579-7219 
Adrian Whorton 729-3443 
Leslie Wright 229-1505 

Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net; 229-1505

aircraft Noise hotline 433-5393 
animal Control 386-7387 
Police emergency or reporting 911 
Police, Non-emergency 625-5011 
Community Center 684-7529 

crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com 

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com

Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc. 
3505 NE 45th St., Seattle, WA  98105 

(206) 522-7003

Helen Kelleher Senseney   909-9367 
Dick Loudon                        818-2972 
Jenn Flynn                          427-3900

3617 N.E. 45th St.
Seattle, WA 98105               522-8515

Open Monday–Friday 
6 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturdays 6 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Brian Wright
finanCial aDvisor

stocks • Bonds • Mutual funds • annuities 
retirement Plans • CDs • life insurance

5000 30th ave. ne, suite 104  (206) 524-6472
seattle, Wa 98105 www.edwardjones.com

september 2009

Approachable, Affordable, Artisanal Cuisine Melding Italy &
the Pac. NW / Dinner, Wine & Spirits from 5PM daily /

Happy Hr. & 1/2 / Wine Club / Tasting & Live Music Events /
Parties & Catering / Summer Jazz Brunch

 3515 NE 45th St., Seattle WA 98105
206-527-5039 / enotriaseattle.com

3811 NE 45th – 206.524.9246
www.prorobics.com

Locally owned and operated since 1982

FALL SPECIAL: SIX WEEKS FOR $25*
*VALID FOR NEW VISITORS ONLY


