
LAURELHURST
L               E               T               T               E               R

Published by the Laurelhurst Community Club … serving the Laurelhurst community since 1920                        September 2010

continued on page 2

Bridge to a Standstill?
Severe budget shortfalls facing the 
state of Washington are impacting 
the re-build of the SR520 bridge. The 
project faces a $2.0 billion shortfall, 
despite the fact that tolling on the 
existing bridge will start next spring. 
Washington State Department of 
Transportation (WDOT) recently 
sprung a new idea “for getting the 
project moving” – build a “partial 
bridge” (consisting of the new six 
lanes, including HOV on the Eastside 
from I- 405 to the Western High 
Rise) that would stop in mid-air 
between Madison Park and 
Laurelhurst. At that point, the new 
six lanes with two 11-foot shoulders, 
the bike and pedestrian lanes, and 
two HOV lanes would squeeze back 
into the existing four lanes (with no 
shoulders, bike or pedestrian lanes).
The complete $4.0 billion budget 
then would be spent on the Eastside. 
The Westside “solution” would not be 
built until 2018, depending on the 
availability of additional funding at 
that time.
At the July 12 LCC Board of Trustees 
meeting, WSDOT presented this new 
plan and an analysis of the preferred 
alternative. Over 30 neighbors 
attended and expressed opposition to 
this “partial bridge” idea for the 
following reasons:

Children’s Not Consistent with Agreement
As reported in the June 2010 Laurelhurst Letter, Seattle Children’s 
revealed significant changes to its Major Institution Master Plan (MIMP), 
shifting development of the “potential” Phase 3 Bed Unit South to Phase 1 
and relocating the helistop and the emergency department, as well as 
splitting of the Southwest Parking Garage, a change of plans for 40th 
Avenue NE access, and addition of a surface parking lot. Taken together, 
the interrelated changes to phasing, activities, and facilities, and their 
domino effect of stripping mitigation that was built into the carefully 
tailored MIMP will have new and increased significant cumulative impacts. 
LCC believes these changes are not in keeping with the MIMP presented 
to and approved by Seattle City Council in April, and that the changes 
are, therefore, not consistent with its Settlement Agreement with 
Children’s. LCC seeks a major amendment to Children’s master plan to 
address the proposed changes and is doing its best to work cooperatively 
with the hospital in resolving the issues as called for in our Agreement.
Because of the complexity and sensitivity surrounding Children’s 
expansion, LCC again contracted the services of Carol Eychaner, Land Use 
and Community Planner, to review the MIMP and EIS Addendum prepared 
for the Bed Unit South project, and, with LCC’s input, prepare LCC’s public 
comments for the Department of Planning and Development (DPD). Her 
two comment documents, submitted to DPD in August, can be viewed in 
full on LCC’s website (www.laurelhurstcc.com). A brief summary follows.
City Council’s April 5, 2010, MIMP approval came after nearly three years 
of public scrutiny and several hearings before the Seattle Hearing 
Examiner, who rejected both SEPA and MIMP approaches adopted by 
DPD. Barely one month after receiving approval, Children’s presented to 
LCC, the master plan Standing Advisory Committee, and others its plans 
for the first development project under the new MIMP. Instead of Bed Unit 
North, as approved for Phase 1, Children’s proposed to develop Bed Unit 
South, which was slated for Phase 3. This change in phasing, as well as 
other changes, is not consistent with and represents a very significant 
change in the MIMP only recently approved by City Council.
Every departure from the approved MIMP introduces a new impact not 
contemplated by the MIMP or shifts the impact from a less sensitive part 
of campus, along the Sand Point Way arterial, to the most sensitive of the 
MIMP’s development sites, along the single-family edge in the southwest 
portion of the SCH campus. The changes concentrate impact-generating 
activities and structures near single-family zoned and developed 
properties. These individual and cumulative impacts undo many of the 
gains made during the three-year master planning process that protect 
the single family residential neighborhood along NE 45th Street; and, 
they upset the Code-required balance between SCH’s stated needs and 
neighborhood protection that was achieved in the adopted MIMP.
None of the MIMP changes now pursued by Children’s was publicly 
revealed during the recent MIMP process or during the even more recent 
Design Review Board’s review of Children’s design guidelines, approved 
on May 7, 2010, just days before SCH revealed its detailed PowerPoint 
presentation of its new Phase 1 and Bed Unit South proposal. Clearly this 
plan, though not revealed to the public, has been under development for 
many months. What is not clear is why Children’s did not disclose it.  n

Community Meeting 
on Children’s Plans 
Wed., Sept. 15 
7 to 8:30 p.m.
Laurelhurst Community Center
The deadline to comment on 
Children’s Master Use Permit 
(MUP) is Sept. 23.
Reference MUP No. 3011377 and 
email colin.vasquez@seattle.gov  
or send to: 
Colin Vasquez, Senior Land Use 
Planner 
DPD 
P.O. Box 34019 
Seattle, WA 98124-4019
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CALENDAR

Sept. 11 (Sat.) 10 a.m. to noon 
SUN Park’s Weed and Sweep Brigade  
SUN Park, 47th Ave. NE and NE 47th St. 
Sept. 13 (Mon.) 7 p.m. 
LCC Board of Trustees Meeting
Wu Hsing Tao School of Acupuncture, 
Talaris campus
Sept. 20 (Mon.)  
4th Annual Laurelhurst Elementary  
Golf Tournment Fund Raiser 
Sand Point Country Club 
http://www.seattleschools.org/schools/
laurelhurst/playground/golf/index.html
Sept. 23 (Fri.) 
Deadline for Laurelhurst Newsletter 
Copy and Ads
Oct. 5 (Tues.) 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Saving Union Bay Public Meeting 
Center for Urban Horticulture
Oct. 29 (Fri.) 5 to 8 p.m. 
Kid’s Karnival Fun for the entire family! 
Laurelhurst Elementary School
Laurelhurst Garden Club 
Second Friday of the month, 11 a.m.
Laurelhurst Community Center  

Bridge to a Standstill continued from page 1

Save Union Bay Prepares Plan; Oct. 5 Meeting 
Save Union Bay Association (SUBA) received a grant from the state 
Department of Ecology in February 2010 to develop a management plan 
for invasive weeds in Union Bay. Because DOE has strict requirements for 
creating an Integrative Aquatic Vegetation Management Plan (IAVMP), 
SUBA has hired Herrera Environmental Consultants to lead this project 
and produce the final IAVMP.  
Herrera Consultants has completed an aquatic plant survey of Union Bay; 
the results are posted on SUBA’s website: http://saveunionbay.org. The 
survey indicates that Union Bay is densely populated with invasive weeds 
including curly leafed pondweed, Brazilian elodea, Eurasian milfoil, and 
fragrant white water lilies. Native aquatic plants are also present. The 
density of the invasive plants affects the bay by reducing fish habitat and 
contributes to increased water temperature and algal growth. 
In May, SUBA formed a steering committee – consisting of representa-
tives from SUBA, SPU, Seattle Parks Department (Arboretum), UW, King 
County, WSDOT- 520 project, and community members – and has been 
meeting regularly to develop a management plan. The draft plan de-
scribes management methods including harvesting, herbicides, and hand 
pulling. Systemic herbicides specific to milfoil and water lilies are being 
considered. There may be irrigation, swimming, and drinking (lake water) 
restrictions ranging from 1 to 14 days after the herbicidal application.
SUBA will host a public meeting Tuesday, October 5, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
at the UW Center for Urban Horticulture to describe the draft plan and 
to receive public comments. The plan will be posted on SUBA’s website, 
http://saveunionbay.org, October 5. Copies may be obtained by emailing 
or writing to the contact information below.
The final plan will be submitted to Department of Ecology for approval 
and permit application. Project funding is needed. SUBA plans to apply for 
an implementation grant this fall and hopes to begin a milfoil reduction 
program in July 2011.
Please send written comments no later than October 15, 2010, to 
saveunionbayassn@gmail.com or: Attn: Save Union Bay Association, 
Herrera Consultants, 2200 6th Ave Suite 1100, Seattle, WA 98121-1820.
Email saveunionbayassn@gmail.com or call Susan Holliday at 206-523-
6809 with questions.  n

1. Six lanes (plus) merging into the existing four lanes will simply “move the 
bottleneck” of traffic from the Eastside portal of SR520 onto Lake Washington. 
The result will be massive air pollutants generated by vehicle emissions into 
Seattle’s densely populated neighborhoods, including Laurelhurst.
2. The merger of the six lanes of traffic then yields no capacity to “feed” into 
SR520 from the Montlake Interchange going westbound or eastbound. The 
result will be even longer back ups on Montlake Blvd. 
3. Allowing a partial solution through and across Lake Washington sets up a 
footprint that cannot be easily changed for Westside transportation options. 
The layout for bus rapid transit, HOV, and planning for light rail should be fully 
integrated before any “partial bridge” is built.
4. Building a “partial bridge” does not address Westside safety concerns such 
as Portage Bay Bridge’s hollow columns that are vulnerable in an earthquake.
LCC trustee Colleen McAleer attended the WSDOT technical workshop 
and formally critiqued the “partial bridge” plan. She has met directly with 
Mayor McGinn, the City’s Department of Transportation, and has contact-
ed City Council members Conlin and Rasmussen. At City Hall, both the 
Mayor’s Office and City Council are alarmed about the negative impacts 
this plan would have for Seattle.
LCC urges neighbors to express concerns directly to City Council, the 
Mayor’s Office, Department of Transportation Secretary Paula Hammond, 
and Governor Chris Gregoire.  n

Profusion of Containers 
on Curbs and Alleys 
Please be a good neighbor and 
remove garbage and recycling 
containers from public right aways 
with 24 hours of collection. 
Several neighbors have expressed 
concern regarding containers 
left out on an ongoing basis. In 
addition to taking away from 
the general attractiveness of the 
neighborhood, some cans are left 
in full view of nearby homes, which 
is understandably upsetting to the 
home owners. Besides cluttering 
walks and creating obsticles for 
pedestrians, garbage cans can 
attract bugs and vermine.   n 

School Levy Support
Seattle voters will be asked to 
approve a three-year, $48.2 
million school levy on Nov. 2. With 
Washington State facing a $3 
billion shortfall in the next two-
year budget, all indications are that 
even more cuts are on the way. 
Local support for this levy will help 
to partially offset a portion of the 
state-level cuts made to Seattle 
education. LCC formally endorsed 
this levy at the August board of 
trustees meeting.  n



LAURELHURST LETTER  •  September 2010

Delivery (206) 726.1717
4 pm weekends • 5 pm weekdays 

Delivered to homes or the beach!

Voted “Best Pizza”
by Seattle Weekly readers for 13 years.

DUANE J. COVEY
FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Stocks • Bonds • Mutual Funds • Annuities 
Retirement Plans • CDs • Life Insurance

3216 N.E. 45th St. Bus (206) 524-0050
Seattle, WA 98105 Fax (206) 524-0051

UNCLASSIFIEDS

ARTWORK: Sheryl Westergreen Contemporary 
Abstracts – paintings and drawings for home 
and office. Represented by Seattle Art Museum; 
exhibits internationally. Laurelhurst studio. 
www.sherylwestergreen.com; 206-525-0361. 
AVAILABLE VARIETY SERVICES: Housecleaning, 
laundry, ironing, alterations, cooking, etc.  
Mary, 286-8093.
BEST CLEANING LLC: 18 years quality cleaning 
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Special 
projects; before and after party cleaning; week-
ends; discounts for first time cleanings; guaran-
teed. bestcleaning@live.com. 206-948-2433. 
COMPUTER HELP – RAPID RESPONSE: 
Experienced teacher/tutoring. Hardware/soft-
ware installation. Microsoft certifications: Word, 
Excel, Access. Laurelhurst refs. Matt, 525-8077.
COUNSELOR: Licensed Masters-level counselor 
taking new adult and senior clients struggling 
with depression, anxiety, life transitions and 
Dementia. Home visits to seniors.  
Lindsey Hewes, 206-335-9995.
DOG WALKER: Experienced, honest, reliable dog 
walker with excellent references and reasonable 
rates. www.walkdogwalk.com, e-mail walkdog-
walk@gmail.com, or call Erin Eskenazi at 384-
2125. Licensed and insured. 
FOR SALE: 6-unit office building in Laurelhurst 
area. Totally renovated 2008. $1,395,000. Alan 
Serebrin, 280-3820, serebrin@comcast.net.  
Pat Hester, 595-1522. 

HOUSESITTER: Laurelhurst resident, RN, and 
mom w/ excellent refs seeks housesitting this 
fall, starting Sept. Experienced with care of 
pets, plants, yard, and more. Will go above and 
beyond! Lara 206-295-9470
MOVING ASSISTANCE: Not moving? Moves 
Made Simple offers a cost effective solution to 
de-cluttering/organizing your home, too.   
Katie Hennings Larson @ 206-307-9424/ 
www.MovesMadeSimple.com.
IRISH SOCCER COACH: Available for private, 
semi-private and team coaching or clinics. Rates 
negotiable. Laurelhurst references available. Call 
Kevin Walshe at 206-402-9110.
NANNY AVAILABLE FOR FALL: SPU student. 
Responsible, reliable and caring. Experience 
as full-time nanny with infants and children. 
References available. Call Ingrid, 425-879-0229.
PAINTING: Luis Ramirez, 465-3593. Interior and 
exterior. Great Laurelhurst references. Bonded 
and insured. Any size job welcome.
SUSAN’S CLEANING SERVICE: Cleaning special-
ist. Dependable, reliable, efficient. Licensed/
bonded/insured. 781-8876.

Dr. Janet K. Look - Licensed Psychologist

Dr. Look helps children, adolescents and adults create the
personal, school and professional success they want
through evaluation and psychotherapy.  Her work has been
featured in the New York Times, NBC Today Show and
MSNBC.

(206) 525-3210                              3626 NE 45
th
 Street #301

www.JanetLook.com                                Seattle, WA 98105

4020 NE 55th St., Seattle (across from Metropolitan Market)

Complete Care for 
the Life of Your Pet

206-528-198O
Robin E. Riedinger, DVM 

Brandi Eskesen, DVM 
Medicine  Dentistry  Surgery

www.hhvh.net

Where Yoga Feels Like Home
5500 35th Ave NE  ●  206.706.2656 
www.OmTownYoga.com

www.laurelhurstcc.com  

The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times 
a year. DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per 
issue, with a five-issue commitment paid in 
advance. Laurelhurst-area businesses have 
priority. UNCLASSIFIED ADS are free for 
PAID members of the Laurelhurst Community 
Club, except that repeat ads or ads deemed 
commercial (including home businesses, 
real estate rentals, and houses for sale) 
cost $20; 25-word maximum. Sorry, no 
unclassified ads taken by phone. Email copy to 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net. 
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NEXT SEASON:

Camelot 
Chicago 
The Drowsy Chaperone 
Into the Woods 
Don Giovanni: A New Musical 
The King’s Proposal

Call 206-363-2809 or visit 
www.seattlemusicaltheatre.org 
for ticket information and 
times. 

The Best Move You’ll Ever Make!

(206) 523-8400  
5300 24th Avenue NE 

Seattle, WA 98105
Equal Housing Opportunity

Located adjacent to University Village and Ravenna 
Park, the new Merrill Gardens at the University boasts 
beautiful studio, one and two bedroom courtyard units.

Call Now for a Tour! 

at the university
A one of a kind retirement community

Roth IRA Conversion Questions?
Should you convert a retirement account

to a Roth IRA?  Learn the pros & cons.

Contact Patrick J. McDevitt, CFP®

(206) 363-4355 • www.patrickmcdevitt.com

4530 Union Bay Pl NE, Suite 110, Seattle 98105

Securities and Advisory Services offered through First Allied
Securities. A Registered Broker Dealer. Member FINRA/SIPC

Slow Down, You’re 
Movin’ Too Fast! 
It’s fall and back-to-school time. 
Lots of children are walking and 
biking to the Villa and Laurelhurst 
Elementary, as well as to area 
pre-schools. 
It’s easy for drivers to speed in a 
rush to beat the school bell, and it 
is potentially very dangerous. LCC 
reminds drivers to adhere to speed 
limits, be extra mindful of pedestri-
ans at crosswalks, and expect the 
unexpected, such as a child or pet 
running into the street.
Also, please also do not park and 
block neighbors’ driveways while 
dropping off children. City code 
requires leaving five feet of space 
on each side of a driveway for 
adequate visibility.  n

 3811 NE 45th – 206.524.9246
www.prorobics.com

**Voted Top Ten Studios in USA**
Join in Sept. - No Dues Until Jan.

 

Sand Point Chiropractic 
 Serving the neighborhood for 25 years  
Call for a complimentary consultation 

      (206) 527 - 3111  
                
                 Hugh Wilson, D.C. 
           5418 Sand Point Way NE  
      www.sandpointchiropractic.com 
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Wright Travel Since 1980

Sarah Wright

 (206) 524-8524
 wrighttravel@hotmail.com

www.wrighttravel.com

We are your Laurelhurst neighbors
and associates of

Windermere Real Estate.
Please call if we can help with

any real estate need.

524-1100

Kate Allen 612-8424 
Toni Clayton 650-9550 
Debbie Jenner Culp 527-4648  
Kim Dales 235-7772 
Loie DiJulio 300-2400 
Mary Gibson 650-4341 
Scott Graham 799-3131 
Dale Kaneko 947-1223 
Cathy Millan 228-8558 
Renée Menti Ruhl  206-850-1800 
Barbara Shikiar 484-2446 
Jeri Smith 295-8785  
Maggie Weissman 226-0543

OFFICERS & TRUSTEES

Jeannie Hale, President  525-5135 
email: jeannieh@serv.net

Colleen McAleer, VP  525-0219 
Stan Sorscher, Sec. 522-7660 
Emily Dexter, Treas. 526-2927 
Kevin Chang  235-5253 
Marian Joh 985-9547 
Kay Kelly  522-6773 
Brian McMullen 367-9325 
Cary Lassen 524-1928 

Seth Lassen 524-1928 
Len Nelson  
Don Torrie 524-4316 
Mark Trumbauer 527-8350 
Maggie Weissman 527-6646 
Kirsten Whitcomb 579-7219 
Adrian Whorton 729-3443 
Leslie Wright 229-1505 

Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net; 229-1505

Aircraft Noise Hotline 433-5393 
Animal Control 386-7387 
Police Emergency or Reporting 911 
Police, Non-emergency 625-5011 
Community Center 684-7529 

crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com

Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc.
3505 NE 45th St., Seattle, WA  98105 

(206) 522-7003

Helen Kelleher Senseney   909-9367 
Dick Loudon                        818-2972 
Jenn Flynn                          427-3900

3617 N.E. 45th St.
Seattle, WA 98105               522-8515
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LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC
Brian Wright  -  Financial Advisor

stocks . bonds . mutual funds .  
estate planning . retirement plans .  

long term care insurance
206- 524-6647

Affordable Clinic
PTSD Treatment Study
(206) 729-2598 · www.wuhsing.org
4000 NE 41st St. (in the Talaris World Campus)

Have you tried
Five Element Acupuncture?

460 NE 70th Street

206.522.4000
www.touchofelements.com

3819 N.E. 45th Street
Seattle, WA 98105
t .  2 0 6 . 5 2 4 . 6 1 1 6
f .  2 0 6 . 5 2 8 . 0 4 0 6

Complimentary Teeth Whitening (take home treatment) 
 With new patient exam, x-rays, and teeth cleaning

(Teeth Whitening $400 value)

Stephanie S. Stratil, D.D.S.
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry


