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SR 520 Update: Legislative Workgroup 
Wants Expediency, Not Optimum Solution
Planning for SR 520 floating bridge replacement has been ongoing for the 
past 12 years. LCC has been a very active participant in the process to 
define a workable solution – one that includes increased mobility for 
transit and vehicular traffic, especially through already congested Mont-
lake Boulevard. LCC’s position aligns with that of Seattle City Council’s 
resolution to balance the new design for the westside portal of SR 520 
with reasonable balance for the neighborhoods that will bear the brunt of 
its expansion. 
Laurelhurst supports design Plan M, which offers the shortest travel times 
and has the narrowest footprint of the three designs that were arrived at 
through the State mediation process in 2008. Plan M incorporates a 
700-foot tunnel under the Montlake Cut to allow a continuous flow of 
traffic that can access both directions of SR 520 and I-5, even when the 
bridge is up. This plan also includes a pedestrian walkway over Montlake 
Boulevard traffic that enables students, faculty, and medical personnel to 
cross safely over traffic and to connect directly to the new Sound Transit 
station below Husky Stadium. Plan M is the only option that retains a low 
profile over Lake Washington and supports a connecting land bridge over 
the split in the Arboretum for park user access. Communities who support 
Plan M are Madison Park, Laurelhurst, Montlake, Portage Bay, North 

Sox Warm Feet, Hearts
LCC trustee and crime prevention 
representative Cary Lassen took 
up a holiday cause and challenged 
the neighborhood to help. 

“Each holiday 
season the 
North Seattle 
Police Precinct 
asks the 
neighborhoods 
to donate new 
socks, hats 
and gloves. 
The SPD then 

distributes these gifts to shelters 
and the homeless they encounter 
living on the streets. Giving 
someone a pair of new, warm, dry 
socks is a simple, caring gesture 
that the police report is greatly 
appreciated.”  
Laurelhurst neighbors generously 
contributed more than 300 pairs 
of new socks plus several hats and 
gloves. Thank you, everyone!  n

  Warm Wishes
for the 
Holidays!
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Christmas Ship Sails
Monday, December 21
8:30 to 9:50 p.m.  
Laurelhurst Beach Club 
51st Ave NE & NE Laurelcrest Lane
Tuesday, December 22  
8:50-9:10 p.m. 
Magnuson Park Beach
LCC invites neighbors to join in the 
holiday fun! Gather your friends 
and enjoy the bonfire, refresh-
ments, hear the choir, and see the 
Christmas Ship.

Laurelhurst 
Letter returns in 
February 2010. 
Until then, 
check LCC’s 
website for 
updates.

Secret Agreement Between Children’s and 
City, and Paid Media Blitz to Pressure City 
Council Mark Failure of Public Process
The Seattle Children’s Major Institution Master Plan (MIMP) appeals now 
before the City Council are the most hotly contested quasi-judicial City 
land use matters in memory. By law, the Council must decide the appeals 
as judges, on the record, without outside pressure or influence. This 
makes it essential that the Council have unbiased legal advice as it 
adjudicates the appeals. Two recent revelations, described below, mark 
the failure of this public process.
The first revelation came when the City Attorney’s Office stonewalled a 
routine LCC Public Records Act request for communications with Chil-
dren’s, revealing for the first time that the City Attorney’s Office has been 
in a “Common Interest and Joint Defense Agreement” with Seattle Chil-
dren’s since January 2009.  
The Agreement is labeled “confidential” as if it concerned national secu-
rity rather than a public land use application. It commits the City Attor-
ney’s Office and the City’s land use regulatory agency, the Department of 
Planning and Development (DPD) to an alliance with Children’s specifi-
cally to obtain approval of Children’s preferred MIMP. It was consummat-
ed months before the Hearing Examiner began hearings and months 
before she issued her August 2009 38-page denial recommendation, 
based on the record, that Children’s plan should be denied. Yet, the City 
Attorney’s Office and DPD agreed with Children’s in January 2009 that, no 
matter what occurred, no matter what came out in the Hearing Examiner 

continued on page 2
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CALENDAR
December 11 + 12  (Fri., 1 to 8:30 p.m.; 
Sat., 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.) 
Holiday on Earth Art Sale + Activities 
Laurelhurst Community Center
December 14 (Mon.) 7 p.m. 
LCC Board of Trustees meeting
St. Stephen’s Church
December 21 (Mon.) 8:30 to 9:50 p.m.
Christmas Ship 
Laurelhurst Beach Club
51st Ave NE & NE Laurelcrest Lane 
December 21 (Tues.) 8:50 to 9:10 p.m.
Christmas Ship 
Magnuson Park Beach
January 8 (Fri.) 9 a.m.
Villa Academy Open House 
5001 NE 50th St., admission@thevilla.org
January 11 (Mon.) 7 p.m. 
LCC Board of Trustees meeting
St. Stephen’s Church
January 22 (Fri.) Deadline for 
Laurelhurst newsletter copy and 
advertising

www.laurelhurstcc.com  

New Wildlife Trail in 
the Works Near Surber
A group of Laurelhurst neighbors 
has volunteered to help develop 
and improve the trail through the 
wetlands located at the corner of 
NE 41st and Surber Drive – just 
beneath the tangle of blackberry 
vines. This remarkable trail winds 
down to the swamp of the Yesler 
Creek outlet, skirts a lagoon that 
connects with Union Bay, passes an 
active beaver hut and returns near 
the parking lot of the Center for 
Urban Horticulture. The area serves 
as fishing grounds for the nearby 
bald eagles and as a breeding 
ground for water fowl.
The group hopes to construct an 
all-weather, handicap-accessible 
boardwalk over the part of the trail 
that is submerged part of the year 
and build a viewpoint from which to 
watch wildlife. Blackberry, ivy, and 
other invasive species will be 
replaced with native plants.   
This trail is part of the larger UW 
Union Bay Natural Area Trail that in 
turn links to Foster Island and the 
Arboretum, a marvelous natural 
area within the confines of the city.
If you would like to get involved in 
this exciting project or would like 
more information, please contact 
Jean Colley at colleyj@comcast.net.   
n

Capital Hill and the boating community.
In September 2009 a Legislative Workgroup was formed with Represen-
tative Scott White (Laurelhurst’s representative from the 46th District) 
as co-chair. After eight meetings over a two-month period, the lawmakers 
decided to recommend Plan A+, the least expensive design. This plan 
adds a second north-south Montlake drawbridge. Travel times could more 
than double those projected in Plan M. Further, A+ lacks a pedestrian 
overpass, builds out the maximum width through the Arboretum, takes 
out the NOAA building, doubles in width through Montlake, and increases 
the current Portage Bay bridge to seven lanes. Plan A+’s elevated profile 
is 14 feet off the water, the highest profile choice of all the plans.
On November 24 Colleen McAleer, LCC trustee and member of the 
governor’s SR 520 mediation committee, spoke to the City Council and at 
the WSDOT public hearing to urge support for Plan M and to urge that 
Plan A+ be rejected. LCC will continue to follow this through the Legisla-
tive process and work with the Governor in support of Plan M. LCC is 
pressing for the preferred alternative decision to be based on a 75-year-
quality design that provides an optimal transportation system and a 
sustainable design for Seattle neighborhoods. LCC supports an immediate 
safety upgrade for SR 520 until a new bridge is built.
Email comments by December 31 to White.Scott@leg.wa.gov.  n

SR 520 Replacement Update continued from page 1

Failure of Due Process continued from page 1

hearings, and no matter what the Hearing Examiner recommended and 
why, they would work together to obtain approval of Children’s MIMP.
Under the Agreement only those elected officials who the City Attorney 
decides have a “need to know” and who are committed to the Agree-
ment’s purpose – approval of Children’s MIMP – are entitled to access 
information about the Children’s application.
How could the City Attorney and DPD one year ago enter into an agree-
ment to push for the applicant’s plan, no matter what the City Hearing 
Examiner decided? How can the City Council fulfill its role as a court when 
its legal advice comes from a City Attorney’s office that kept the Agree-
ment hidden from the Council? To date, the Council has not responded to 
these questions. Nor has it responded to LCC’s repeated request that it 
hire independent outside counsel. Meanwhile, Children’s and the City 
Attorney’s Office have been shrill in their opposition to independent legal 
advice for the Council. What are they afraid of? 
The second revelation was obvious on our streets, in our newspapers, 
and from broadcast and Internet outlets: an unprecedented paid media 
campaign explicitly pressuring the judges (the City Council) to immedi-
ately approve Children’s plan without qualification.
The ads demanded “City Council: Approve the Expansion NOW” and 
urged the public to tell Councilmembers to do so. What’s wrong with 
that? Everything when the rule is that the Council decision must be made 
on the record and the law, not in response to a public pressure campaign. 
Would it be acceptable in a lawsuit involving the City if there were a paid 
media campaign, aimed at the Judge, demanding that the Court immedi-
ately rule against the City and urging the public to pressure the Court to 
do so? Of course not. LCC therefore asked the Council to take forceful 
action including an independent investigation and discipline for parties 
and attorneys involved in the paid media blitz for Children’s. But no 
meaningful action has been taken.
LCC continues to need your financial support as it works within the 
process to urge a sound and fair solution. Please consider an additional 
contribution to help cover the costs of our attorneys and consultants. 
Secure donations may be made online at www.laurelhurstcc.com.  
Thank you for your continued generosity and support.   n  
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Delivery (206) 726.1717
4 pm weekends • 5 pm weekdays 

Delivered to homes or the beach!

Voted “Best Pizza”
by Seattle Weekly readers for 13 years.

DUANE J. COVEY
FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Stocks • Bonds • Mutual Funds • Annuities 
Retirement Plans • CDs • Life Insurance

3216 N.E. 45th St. Bus (206) 524-0050
Seattle, WA 98105 Fax (206) 524-0051

UNCLASSIFIEDS

AVAILABLE VARIETY SERVICES: Housecleaning, 
laundry, ironing, alterations, cooking, etc.  
Mary, 286-8093.
COMPUTER HELP – RAPID RESPONSE: 
Experienced teacher/tutoring. Hardware/soft-
ware installation. Microsoft certifications: Word, 
Excel, Access. Laurelhurst refs. Matt, 525-8077.
COUNSELOR in your neighborhood: Licensed 
Masters-level counselor offering support to 
seniors and adults struggling with depression 
and life transitions, including family consults on 
Dementia. Lindsey Hewes, 206-335-9995.
CRYSTAL CLEAN: 15 years successfully cleaning 
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Special 
cleaning projects, laundry, ironing, etc.; party 
cleaning; available weekends; quality guaran-
teed. crystalclean@live.com. 425-745-5753. 
DOG WALKER: Experienced, honest, reliable dog 
walker with excellent references and reasonable 
rates. www.walkdogwalk.com, e-mail walkdog-
walk@gmail.com, or call Erin Eskenazi at 384-
2125. Licensed and insured. 
PET SITTER OR DOGWALKER: Experienced. I 
am a retired, physically active senior woman 
who is reliable & loves animals. Call Mickey @ 
206-522-5529.
FOR SALE: Bunk Bed. Exceptional wood quality 
by Ragazzi, great condition. Use as bunk or as 
two twins. Includes like-new mattresses, and 
sheet  sets. $600. Call 206-948-4464.
FOR SALE: Commercial Building. 3430 NE 45th 
St. Beautiful and remodeled – highly visible  
office/studio/retail. $1,395,000. Please call 

either: Pat Hester at 206-595-0152 or Alan 
Serebrin at 206-280-3820.
FOR SALE: Perfect Kid car! 2000 Mazda Protege. 
$3700. Gotta see it to believe it. 206-650-5471.
MOVING ASSISTANCE: Moves Made Simple is 
committed to assisting older adults downsize/
pack/unpack in their transition to a condo or 
retirement community. Katie Larson @ 206-307-
9424. www.MovesMadeSimple.com.
PAINTING: Joe the Painter. Joe Jabon. Cell: 383-
6725; Email: joejabon@gmail.com. Affordable 
residential painting... Small jobs and condos 
welcomed… Licensed, Bonded and Insured... 
Great references. 
PAINTING: Luis Ramirez, 465-3593. Interior and 
exterior. Great Laurelhurst references. Bonded 
and insured. Any size job welcome.
PIANO: Looking to Buy or Sell? Contact  
www.thepianoconnection.com, a music teacher-
founded service. Steinway, Schimmel, and 
Wurlitzer grands starting at $7,900.  
Esther Warkov, Ph.D., 206-659-0038.
REMODELING/HANDYMAN SERVICES: “Bob 
of All Trades” Licensed, Bonded, Insured. 
Lic#BOBALAT936N3. Reasonable rates, 
experienced, professional, reliable. www.
BobOfAllTradesLCC.com. Call 425-301-9265.
SHOP: Handcrafted gifts from 31 countries at 
volunteer-run Ten Thousand Villages Fair Trade 
store. Gifts with meaning! 6417 Roosevelt Way 
NE, Seattle, close to Whole Foods. 
SPANISH: Private Spanish Lessons w/ exp. 
teacher.  Focus on practical/basic language 
skills for vacation etc. Just $15/hr if you live 
in Laurelhurst!! Offer good Dec-Feb. Andres: 
andyarupp@gmail.com.
SUSAN’S CLEANING SERVICE: Cleaning special-

Dr. Janet K. Look - Licensed Psychologist

Dr. Look helps children, adolescents and adults create the
personal, school and professional success they want
through evaluation and psychotherapy.  Her work has been
featured in the New York Times, NBC Today Show and
MSNBC.

(206) 525-3210                              3626 NE 45
th
 Street #301

www.JanetLook.com                                Seattle, WA 98105

4020 NE 55th St., Seattle (across from Metropolitan Market)

Complete Care for 
the Life of Your Pet

206-528-198O
Robin E. Riedinger, DVM 

Brandi Eskesen, DVM 
Medicine  Dentistry  Surgery

www.hhvh.net

Where Yoga Feels Like Home
5500 35th Ave NE  ●  206.706.2656 
www.OmTownYoga.com

The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times 
a year. Email unclassified advertising copy to 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net, or mail copy 
to 4721 47th Ave. NE, Seattle, WA 98105. All 
ads are subject to space availability. Visit www.
laurelhurstcc.com for advertising information.
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LOVE LETTERS with 
Pat and Patti Cashman 
One night only! 
January 23, 2010 

COMPANY 
Feb 12-28, 2010
Call 206-363-2809 or visit 
www.seattlemusicaltheatre.org 
for ticket information and times. 

The Best Move You’ll Ever Make!

(206) 523-8400  
5300 24th Avenue NE 

Seattle, WA 98105
Equal Housing Opportunity

Located adjacent to University Village and Ravenna 
Park, the new Merrill Gardens at the University boasts 
beautiful studio, one and two bedroom courtyard units.

Call Now for a Tour! 

at the university
A one of a kind retirement community

Dumpster Etiquette
Someone has been dumping extra 
garbage into dumpsters at Seattle 
Community Church. Dumping 
oversized or extra garbage in any 
dumpster (including the school’s) is 
illegal. SMC  21.36.440 states that it 
is unlawful for anyone not authorized 
by the property owner or occupant 
to deposit any material in any solid 
waste container on private property. 

If you have oversized garbage, you 
may set it out for regular pick up 
by Seattle Utilities. Customers are 
charged $7.60 for each extra bag, 
bundle or can up to 32 gallons and a 
maximum weight of 60 lbs. You can 
also request a bulky item collection 
by calling 206-684-3000.     n

ist. Dependable, reliable, efficient. Licensed/
bonded/insured. 781-8876.
WANTED: Styrofoam packing peanuts, air 
pillows, and bubblewrap. (No blocks, how-
ever.) Please drop off in driveway at 3415 W. 
Laurelhurst Drive NE. 
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Wright Travel Since 1980

Sarah Wright

 (206) 524-8524
 wrighttravel@hotmail.com

We are your Laurelhurst neighbors
and associates of

Windermere Real Estate.
Please call if we can help with

any real estate need.

524-1100

Kate Allen 612-8424 
Toni Clayton 650-9550 
Debbie Jenner Culp 527-4648  
Kim Dales 235-7772 
Loie DiJulio 300-2400 
Mary Gibson 650-4341 
Scott Graham 799-3131 
Dale Kaneko 947-1223 
Cathy Millan 228-8558 
Barbara Shikiar 484-2446 
Jeri Smith 295-8785  
Maggie Weissman 226-0543

OFFICERS & TRUSTEES

Jeannie Hale, President  525-5135 
email: jeannieh@serv.net

Stan Sorscher, Sec. 522-7660 
Marian Joh, Treas. 985-9547 
Emily Dexter, VP 526-2927 
Colleen McAleer  525-0219 
Brian McMullen 367-9325 
Cary Lassen 524-1928 
Len Nelson  

Don Torrie 524-4316 
Mark Trumbauer 527-8350 
Maggie Weissman 527-6646 
Kirsten Whitcomb 579-7219 
Adrian Whorton 729-3443 
Leslie Wright 229-1505 

Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net; 229-1505

Aircraft Noise Hotline 433-5393 
Animal Control 386-7387 
Police Emergency or Reporting 911 
Police, Non-emergency 625-5011 
Community Center 684-7529 

crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com

Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc.
3505 NE 45th St., Seattle, WA  98105 

(206) 522-7003

Helen Kelleher Senseney   909-9367 
Dick Loudon                        818-2972 
Jenn Flynn                          427-3900

3617 N.E. 45th St.
Seattle, WA 98105               522-8515

The neighborhood 
wholegrain bakery 

since 1986.
Open daily @ 6:00 a.m.

Sand Point Village: 206-524-4873
5408 Sand Point Way NE

Open Monday–Friday 
6 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturdays 6 a.m. to 5 p.m.

BRIAN WRIGHT
FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Stocks • Bonds • Mutual Funds • Annuities 
Retirement Plans • CDs • Life Insurance

5000 30th Ave. NE, Suite 104  (206) 524-6472
Seattle, WA 98105 www.edwardjones.com

December 2009

Approachable, Affordable, Artisanal Cuisine Melding Italy &
the Pac. NW / Dinner, Wine & Spirits from 5PM daily /

Happy Hr. & 1/2 / Wine Club / Tasting & Live Music Events /
Parties & Catering / Summer Jazz Brunch

 3515 NE 45th St., Seattle WA 98105
206-527-5039 /  enotriaseattle.com

3811 NE 45th – 206.524.9246 
www.prorobics.com

Locally owned and operated since 1982

Holiday Special! 10 visits for $10 
All proceeds go to benefit Children’s Hospital. 

Great stocking stuffer!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS


