
Laurelhurst Community Club
Serving 2800 Households in Seattle’s Laurelhurst Neighborhood

April 5, 1999

Laura Yeats
Department of Design, Construction and Land Use
710 Second Avenue, Suite 200
Seattle, Washington 98104-1703
FAX 233-7883

RE: University Village Master Planning Process

Dear Laura,

The Laurelhurst Community Club appreciates your efforts to seek public input in structuring the University
Village master planning process. Our community participated extensively in the Major Institution Code revision,
development of the new City-University Agreement and formation of the Trans-Lake Study Committee, which
all provide examples of structuring a citizen advisory committee and encouraging citizen participation. Due to
our efforts in following University Village expansion and monitoring the UCUCP process and commenting on
issues that have arisen, we have familiarity with the special challenges posed by University Village. With this
background we are responding to the questions presented at the March 25th workshop.

1. Role of Public Participation: Citizen participation in the University Village master planning process is
critical to ensure an adequate examination of the options and issues and public acceptance of the ultimate
plan. To this end, a citizen advisory committee should be established to assist in developing the master
plan and formulating a public outreach plan as part of the draft master plan. All meetings should be held in
the vicinity of University Village, rather than at U Heights to attract those most impacted by University
Village development.

a. Purpose and Responsibilities of the Citizen Advisory Committee: The Committee
should provide advice and assistance in developing the University Village master plan and
transportation management plan. The Committee should review and comment on all studies
and environmental reviews that are undertaken. In fulfilling these responsibilities, the
Committee should recognize the University Village's goal of providing a strong and healthy
commercial center and serving the needs of the surrounding communities center, as well as
the need to mitigate and minimize any adverse impacts upon those communities associated
with expansion.

b. Criteria for Citizen Advisory Committee Members: We recommend the following
criteria for participation on the Advisory Committee:

1) A demonstrated interest and experience working on land use and/or
transportation issues in a committee or group setting,

2) A willingness to commit to a 12-month process, development and review,
listen to different points of view and to engage in a thoughtful discussion about
the issues and alternatives; and

3) A willingness to be accountable to the community organization nominating
membership on the Advisory Committee.

c. Citizen Advisory Committee: While we recognize that citizen advisory committees for
Major Institutions (other than the UW) consist of six to twelve members, we do not believe
any neighborhood impacted by expansion of University Village should be excluded from



representation on the University Village master plan advisory committee. CUCAC operates
very effectively with its 16 members. Committee meetings should be open to anyone
interested.

Many neighborhoods, including Laurelhurst, have worked for the past few years on traffic,
transportation and safety problems at University Village which have resulted from its
piecemeal expansion. Any impacted neighborhood with a commitment to resolving the
problems should be encouraged to participate. The Citizen Advisory Committee should
include representatives designated by the following community councils listed in order of the
severity of impacts:

1) Ravenna Springs Community Group,

2) Ravenna-Bryant Community Association,

3) Laurelhurst Community Club,

4) Montlake Community Club,

5) Portage Bay/ Roanoke Park Community Council,

6) University Park Community Club, and

7) Hawthorne Hills Community Club.

The organizations above should also designate an alternate representative to the committee to ensure the
various views are represented at each meeting. Community council designation of representatives and
alternates to the Committee will ensure accountability back to the various communities through reporting,
newsletter articles and community meetings. This will contribute to greater public awareness of the issues
and participation in the process. Anyone interested in serving on the Committee should contact their local
community council.

We recommend that the Committee also include a representative from the University of Washington and
Children's Hospital as these entities share some of the same transportation problems confronting
University Village and have a great deal of expertise to share.

The Committee should also include nonvoting members representing University Village, DCLU and
SeaTran.

Conflict of Interest: Any individual with a potential conflict of interest should not be considered for
participation on the Advisory Committee. For the master plan to be accepted by all segments of our
community, citizens must have assurance that representatives on the Committee do not have divided
loyalties. Any prospective Advisory Committee member should have no financial interest, direct or
indirect, personally or through a member of his or her immediate family, with University Village.

2. Vision / Desired Qualities of Development: The following physical improvements and design qualities
should be addressed: vehicular and pedestrian traffic safety, parking, crime, increased pedestrian
emphasis; increased amenities such as open space, pedestrian and bike linkages, trees; incorporating future
density into an overall design of the Ravenna Urban Village area to provide transitions and enhancements
of surrounding commercial areas. While the Committee should not dictate the kinds of businesses that
would locate in University Village other than to address the general goal of serving the needs of
surrounding communities, the Committee should provide comments if a particular type of business would
generate an enormous amount of traffic and congestion (e.g. a movie theater). The process should also
include a review of items included in the UCUCP such as the daylighting of Ravenna Creek which has
widespread public support in the surrounding neighborhoods.



3. Carrots and Sticks (Incentives and Requirements): Additional information is needed in this area in
order for us to comment. Our concern is that University Village is required to mitigate the impacts of its
continued expansion as other developers are required. A clear definition is needed for "new construction"
to avoid the piecemeal development that occurred with the remodeling of the old Ernst and the consequent
traffic, parking and other transportation problems.

4. Transportation Issues: Traffic, parking and safety concerns for both pedestrians and cars are paramount.
Streets bordering the Village have become hazardous due to the increase in traffic volume and congestion.
The practice of allowing turning into and out of the Village on 25th NE and NE 45th needs to be reviewed
as there have been several near accidents. Many Village employees park on overcrowded neighborhood
streets.

Public transit is a challenge for University Village because shoppers generally do not take the bus.
Employees represent a mere fraction of the 6.5 million who shop at the Village each year and their work
schedules vary. We recommend as an alternative an examination and study of transportation alternatives
including small buses, shuttles, increased pedestrian and bicycle linkages. Traffic studies of 45th, 25th and
Montlake should be undertaken. Programs to reduce traffic impacts and to encourage the use of public
transit, carpools, vanpools, shuttles and other alternatives to single-occupancy vehicles should be studied.

We hope you will find our comments regarding the University Village master planning process useful. We look
forward to working with you throughout this process.

Sincerely,

Jeannie Hale, President
3425 West Laurelhurst Drive NE
Seattle, Washington 98105
206-525-5135 / FAX 206-525-9631
jeannieh@serv.net

mailto:jeannieh@serv.net

