Laurelhurst Community Club
Serving the Laurelhurst community since 1920

January 13, 2011

Derrick Toba
Department of Natural Resources Aquatic Resources Division
950 Farman Avenue North
Enumclaw, Washington 98022
RE:

Logs at Waterway No. 1

Dear Mr. Toba:
As you are aware, logs periodically float into Waterway No. 1 due to the lake currents.
As noted in our recent maintenance log, when logs float over to the area for the launching of
non-motorized boats, LCC volunteers wade in and push the logs to the south. Now, the water
level of the lake is very low and one neighbor has suggested that it would be a good time for
LCC to host a work party to remove the logs. Because there are turtles, ducks and other wildlife
and fish at the waterway, it is possible that the logs serve as valuable habitat. It would be very
helpful to have the assistance and recommendations of the Fish and Wildlife Department to
assess the situation and advise regarding log removal.
Even if Fish and Wildlife authorizes the log removal, one major problem is that the logs
are waterlogged, very heavy and embedded in the mucky lake bottom. We have concerns about
the safety of volunteers attempting to remove the logs and haul them up the embankment. It
would likely take several volunteers to lift each log and there is a danger that the logs would be
dropped and someone injured. And then there is the problem of what to do with the logs if they
are hauled up to the land portion of the waterway. Two of the logs have native plants growing
from them, but those plants are now dormant and not visible.
Below are photos of the logs at the waterway:

Neither the Washington Park Arboretum or the Army Corp of Engineers were able to
assist LCC with log removal.
Of course, LCC would like to have the logs removed if they are not necessary for habitat
protection. Given the safety and disposal issues, could you please advise us how to proceed with
the logs in the waterway and how DNR has dealt with this issue at other waterways? Thanks
very much for your assistance.
Sincerely,

Jeannie Hale, President
3425 West Laurelhurst Drive NE
Seattle, Washington 98105
206-525-5135 / fax 206-525-9631
jeannieh@serv.net

Emily Dexter, Waterway Liaison
5151 47th Avenue NE
Seattle, Washington 98105
206-524-1594
edexter4@comcast.net
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