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Unsafe Entry to New Apartment Building 
Planned on Sand Point Way NE
A proposed 69-unit apartment building with 43 parking spaces, project 
# 3035906-LU, is in the process of SDCI and SEPA reviews by the City’s 
agencies. The building would be located on the narrow, former “bike 
store” lot to the adjacent west of the Laurelhurst Condominiums, and is 
zoned for 55 feet, up from 40 feet two years previously. Because of the 
existing traffic congestion at the intersection of Sand Point Way NE and 
NE 45th Street, LCC commented again to the City. It appears that the 
key public safety issues that were flagged by LCC, SDOT and the Seattle 
Design Review Board, may be waived to benefit the developer at the 
expense of public safety. Waiving a requirement in the City’s land use 
codes is called a “departure.” These issues are just three (for emphasis) 
from our numerous comments previously submitted, that need further 
study in the SEPA review process, as outlined here:

1. Building’s parking garage proposed location is in most dangerous 
of the 3 options studied. The building’s parking garage is planned to be 
located on Sand Point Way NE on the north side of the site. This area is 
across from a very large major institution, Seattle Children’s hospital, 
and near the access for ambulances, and has complex pedestrian and bi-
cycle crossings. Public safety would be severely jeopardized by allowing 
this garage to add more entering and exiting vehicles onto busy side-
walks and impede walkability, and are in direct conflict with the City 
of Seattle’s Vision Zero. In the Vision Zero report, there were 3,726 
pedestrian crashes from 2007-17, and 80% happened on arterials goals. 
LCC requests that the City should not allow these departures, when 
there is a much safer alternative location to build a garage for the build-
ing just to the southwest, onto 39th Ave NE. That location is not perfect 
either, but provides garage access with better pedestrian and bicyclist 
sightlines and is away from the most congested arterials.

2. LCC objects to the departure request for a narrower two-way 
driveway exit/entry into the parking garage, as it is already too con-
gested in this location, and it should not be granted. Cars are at least 
average six feet wide, and require 24" on each side, or four feet total, for 
maneuvering. That is ten feet one way, times two ways, totaling 20 feet. 
Reducing that width to 18 feet is very dangerous, and especially as 
vehicles enter and exit onto Sand Point Way NE, especially with speed-
ing cars and congestion. SDOT and the Design Review Board do not 
endorse these departures for the location of the parking garage and 
narrowing the garage width. Their analysis should be respected as they 
are “boots on the ground” for reviewing the nuances of the City’s codes 
and local conditions.

3. The developer is also requesting a departure of adding an entire 
extra story to the building to total seven stories, under the concept 
of saving one large Madrone tree. While saving one exceptional tree al-
lows a developer the possibility of a land use exemption benefit, allowing 
an entire additional story to its height, to an already upzoned site (two 
years ago it was 40 feet), more adversely impacts adjacent homeown-
ers than maybe hanging on to one tree. The entire parcel is planned to 
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Remember to pay your 
Annual Dues! The annual 
dues for 2021 are $75. 
Collection of annual dues 
is necessary to pay for 

professional services such as legal 
fees, expert studies and reports, 
design, and printing. Dues support 
LCC’s proactive efforts on land-use 
matters, traffic and trans- 
portation issues, neighborhood 
improvements, crime prevention, 
newsletter publishing, to name a 
few. Visit laurelhurstcc.com/
pay-dues/ to pay today.  n

Seattle Children’s 
Withdraws Application 
for Phase 3 Due to 
Non-compliance
Laurelhurst Community Club 
received a notice on February 11 
from Seattle Children’s hospital 
(SCH) that they were withdrawing 
their application to SDCI for its 
Master Use Project (MUP) Phase 3 
Copper Project (3036201-LU). The 
City of Seattle’s Department of 
Neighborhoods land use codes 
specify a process for Major Institu-
tions expansion plans for a Stand-
ing Advisory Committee (SAC) to 
balance the needs of the institu-
tions with liveabilty and vitality of 
adjacent neighborhoods. When the 
2010 expansion plans for SCH were 
finally, numerous “conditions” 
governing the subsequent MUP 
plans for each of the four phases 
were required. Condition 15 states, 
“Children’s shall create and main-
tain a Standing Advisory Commit-
tee to review and comment on all 
proposed and potential projects 
prior to submission of their 
respective Master Use Permit 
applications.”
When the Phase 3 MUP was pre-
sented on July 1, it was a simplified 
version of a YouTube video to SAC 
Members. However, the entire plan 
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LEAP Challenges Your Knowledge of Earthquake 
Readiness
The Laurelhurst Emergency Action Plan (LEAP) steering committee has 
been working to ready the Laurelhurst Communications Hub, though the 
pandemic has slowed education and outreach efforts. As part of our 
ongoing efforts to education our community on earquake readiness, 
please take the following earthquake quiz. The answers are given in the 
conclusion on page 3. n

be stripped of all other existing 
trees which reduces Seattle’s tree 
canopy. Thus, this project should 
be required to build around the 
pre-existing exceptional tree, which 
provides a buffer for adjacent 
homeowners, rather than allowing 
another story to block more sun-
light from the adjacent building. 
Urban habitat will be displaced with 
the clear-cut lot planned, and the 
new development plans show in-
adequate mature vegetation to re-
place these significant tree losses. 
Saving this exceptional tree on the 
site should be required, and not be 
grounds for extra height.
Laurelhurst Community Club re-
quested that this MUP comply with 
existing land use codes and not be 
granted any departures to ensure 
the safety and livability of nearby 
residents and small businesses. n

Pickleball Coming to Laurelhurst Park
A team of Laurelhurst residents has been working with Seattle Parks & 
Recreation and Seattle Metro Pickleball Association (SMPA) to pursue 
bringing a Pickleball court to the neighborhood. Now, you might be 
asking yourself, “What is Pickleball?” Though it is one of the fastest 
growing sports in the country, its presence in the Seattle area is still 
fairly minimal. What is surprising is that it was first played in 1965 at a 
home on Bainbridge Island. The game is a paddleball sport (similar to a 
racquet sport) that combines elements of badminton, table tennis, and 
tennis. Two or four players use solid paddles to hit a ball, similar to a 
wiffle ball, over a net. Pickleball is a very accessible sport—people of all 
ages and varied abilities can play without prior experience. The SMPA has 
worked hard to advocate for the spread of the sport and is the reason 
that more and more courts are sprouting up around Seattle. 
The Laurelhurst team is working with the SMPA, a 501(c)(3) organization, 
to hopefully act as the fiscal agent for this project. A fundraiser has 
begun to convert the underutilized practice tennis court at Laurelhurst 
Park into a Pickleball court. The current fundraising goal is to raise 
$10,000 for the resurfacing and painting of the court and install a semi-
permanent net, which can be moved out of the way so the space remains 
available for tennis practice. In the spirit of equity, a $1-$1 matching 
campaign will raise funds to partner with Parks to build courts in under-
served communities. One such project will fund another pickleball project 
in South Seattle. The total fundraising goal is $20,000. Frank Chiappone, 
a Laurelhurst resident and SMPA Board Member has agreed to match the 
first $3,000 raised by community members or local businesses. Microsoft 
will also match his gift. Please consider joining in making this exciting 
project a reality by donating money so Pickleball can be part of Laurel-
hurst Playfield. More information will be coming in the April newsletter, 
as well as Nextdoor Laurelhurst about how to give.
Funds raised will also provide paddles and balls which will be available for 
loan from the Laurelhurst Community Center. If you have any questions 
about the project please reach out to Wendy Kelley (wendygkelley@
hotmail.com) or Frank Chiappone (frankchip@hotmail.com). n

1.  Which of the following are not safe forms of emergency indoor 
lighting?   a) paraffin candles; b) propane lantern; c) chemical light-
sticks; d) flashlights.

2.  How many weeks of supplies does FEMA recommend you store for 
aftermath of an earthquake?   a) Two weeks; b) Three days; c) Three 
weeks; d) Four weeks.

3.  True or False: you should immediately exit a building during an 
earthquake.
4.  What should you NOT do if you are driving when an earthquake 
occurs?   a) slow down; b) pull over until safe to do so; c) keep seatbelt 
fastened; d) park under a strong looking bridge.

5.  To be prepared for an earthquake, what should you store under your 
bed?   a) dust bunnies; b) chocolate bars; c) sturdy shoes; d) wine.

continued on page 3

Unsafe Entry continued from page 1

set of detailed architectural draw-
ings for the site were submitted to 
SDCI on July 7. Evidently, it ap-
pears that SCH could not have 
integrated any real feedback from 
the SAC on the plan set details in 
just three days after the YouTube 
video was sent. Members of the 
SAC expressed frustration about 
how their role of examination and 
recommendation about the plans 
was usurped by the process. Lack 
of the EIS Addendum information 
was made available four hours 
prior to their second SAC meeting 
on 8/28/21, allowing no time for 
any real analysis and comments.
Due to lack of compliance with 
Condition 15, LCC asked the City’s 
Director of SDCI and the Depart-
ment of Neighborhoods to examine 
the process. LCC requested that 
the MUP application should be 
deemed “incomplete” due to its 
noncompliance. SDCI intervened, 
and the SAC meetings were tempo-
rarily suspended until Condition 15 
can be properly met. Subsequent-
ly, SCH has temporarily withdrawn 
their MUP Application so that 
“pre-application of SAC reviews of 
the Project can occur.” SCH now 
wants to limit the process to just 
two more SAC meetings, but that 
is yet to be determined while SAC 
completes its work on behalf of the 
City and adjacent neighborhoods. n

Seattle Children’s continued from page 1



206.545.1092 
familyresourcehomecare.com

Providing quality 
in-home / live-in care 
that supports comfort 
and independence.

Call (206) 523-7315 for a 
personal visit and to learn more

about Ida Culver House Ravenna.
  2315 NE 65th St, Seattle • eraliving.com          

UNCLASSIFIEDS

The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times 
a year. DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per 
issue, with a five-issue commitment paid in 
advance. Laurelhurst-area businesses have 
priority. UNCLASSIFIED ADS are free for 
PAID members of the Laurelhurst Community 
Club, except that repeat ads or ads deemed 
commercial (including home businesses, real 
estate rentals, and houses for sale) cost $20; 
after three entries of the same “free” ad within 
one year, the fee is $20 per issue. Student 
ads for services are $15 per issue. 25-word 
maximum. Ads are subject to space availability. 
Email copy to news@laurelhurstcc.com.

BABYSITTING: Reliable ninth-grader. Has 
completed better babysitting, CPR, and 1st aid 
courses. Very Covid aware, and careful.  
Three years of experience! Contact:  
206-981-8243 or romymckey@icloud.com 
BEST CLEANING LLC: 29 Years cleaning 
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Regular 
cleaning and special projects; references from 
current clients; quality guaranteed.  
206-948-2433. bestcleaning@outlook.com
PAINTING: Luis Ramirez 206-465-3593. 
Interior and exterior. Great Laurelhurst 
references. Bonded and insured. Any size job.

Call (206) 306-7920 for a 
personal visit & to learn more.

Where senior living is full of JOY.

  450 NE 100th Street, Seattle • aljoya.com          

206-498-4606
ccrile@windermere.com

Living Laurelhurst, Selling Laurelhurst

CALENDAR

April 12 (Mon.) 6:30 to 8 p.m.  
LCC Trustee Meeting 
Virtual meeting via Zoom 
https://washington.zoom.
us/j/98019884654 
Meeting ID: 980 1988 4654 
One tap mobile (Seattle) 
+12063379723,,98019884654# US 
Drop off donations for Elizabeth 
Gregory House, a U District women’s 
shelter: Huda Giddens at 4338 NE 44th St.  
(Leave in green bin at front of house.) 
Gently used shoes needed for the 
homeless and distributed through Blessed 
Sacrament parish’s Outreach to the Poor 
in the U District. Drop off in white plastic 
container in front of 3891 44th Ave. NE.
Notice: This year’s Spring Egg Hunt at 
Laurelhurst Playfield has been canceled 
by Seattle Parks & Recreation.

Chip Kennaugh Co.
206-487-3830

chipkennaugh@gmail.com
chipkennaugh.com

30 Years
Horticulture

Expertise

Serving Seattle & Vicinity

Fine Pruning of
Small Trees & Shrubs

(206) 682-7110
Allcoveredpainting.com 

SAVE 10%!
Mention this ad to save!

Thanks to our advertisers for their support. 

Sign up for LCC’s 
Constant Contact 
electronic newsletter 
for time-critical 
communications: email 
news@laurelhurstcc.

com to sign up, or visit the LCC 
website at www.laurelhurstcc.com.

RAPID COMPUTER HELP: PC/Mac. 
Upgrades; hardware, software installation; 
troubleshooting, repair. Spyware, virus 
removal. Windows, MS Office certifications. 
Local References. Matt, 206-498-8901.
WANTED: Laurelhurst Homes - As Is. Top 
Dollar Paid. I will buy your house as is. Don’t 
worry about problems or cleaning up or pre-
paring for sale. Quick and easy cash sale. I 
live in the neighborhood. Call Mike, LREA, at 
206-459-9375.

6512 12th Ave NE   Seattle WA  98115 east of Roosevelt light rail station

206-528-1980      

Dr. Robin E. Riedinger
Dr. Brandi L. Eskesen

Dr. Adrian E. Nevill

www.hhvh.net

Laurelhurst Blog 
http://thelaurelhurstblog.blogspot.com/  
News, events, issues, restaurants, businesses 
and lots more. Email a tip or story idea or 
subscribe at laurelhurstblogger@gmail.com. 
The blog and LCC are separate entities.  n 
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KAREN PECOTA

Karen Pecota
Licensed Electrologist since 1977

  206.794.1258
  www.sandpointelectrolysis.com
Hawthorne Hill Professional Center
4026 NE 55th Street, Suite E

www.sand-point-electrolysis.com

1. Propane lanterns, wood, or 
coals, are not safe post-earthquake 
due to the risk of carbon monoxide 
poisoning. Candles are not safe– 
they could cause fires. Flashlights, 
other battery-operated lamps, 
and chemical light-sticks are OK. 
2. Based on its Hurricane Katrina 
experience, FEMA recommends 
you now prepare a minimum of 
two weeks’ supplies per person. 
3. False. Remain inside during an 
earthquake; remember: drop to 
floor, take cover under a strong 
piece of furniture and hold on. 
Outside: materials could be fall-
ing (bricks and window boxes from 
sides of buildings, glass from shat-
tered windows, tiles from rooftops, 
etc.). 4. An earthquake causes land 
surfaces to undulate. Do not park 
under any structure, even strong 
looking bridges. Avoid parking near 
brick buildings during an earth-
quake; falling bricks can be fatal. 
Do slow down, keep seatbelt on 
and pull over as soon as safe. 5. 
Sorry–only sturdy shoes should be 
under the bed. If an earthquake 
begins when you are in bed, slip 
on sturdy shoes to protect yourself 
from broken glass and debris as 
you run to a safe place. 
Learn more about LEAP at www.
laurelhurst.com/projects/leap/. n

Check out the 
newly designed LCC 
website! The new 
website has a 
simplified design, 
navigation, and 
interactive layout. n

www.laurelhurstcc.com  

Join a group of women passionate about
employing trust-based philanthropy 

to make an impact. 

Connect. Inspire. Empower.

visit www.impact100seattle.org to learn more

$100,000 granted in 2020!
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OFFICERS & TRUSTEES
 

Colleen McAleer, President  525-0219  billandlin@aol.com

206 area codes for all

Brian McMullen, VP   367-9325 
Emily Dexter, Treas.  526-2927 
Katherine Burk, Sec. 849-4955 
Pat Chaney  601-8109
Kay Kelly    409-7001 

Jim Rupp   524-5880
Connie Sidles 522-7513 
Stan Sorscher 522-7660 
Jan Sutter 683 9280 
Don Torrie 524-4316

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com
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Newsletter: news@laurelhurstcc.com;  
Michael Seewer, editor, 866-4253 
Security Patrol: crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com 
Aircraft Noise Hotline 206-433-5393 
Animal Control 206-386-7387 
Community Center 206-684-7529 
Laurelhurst Beach Club (business) 206-729-3724 
Police, Non-emergency 206-625-5011
Street Light Out, City Light 206-684-7056 
24-Hour Crisis Line 206-461-3222 

Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc. 
(206) 522-7003 

Helen Kelleher Senseney    206-909-9367 
Eddie Muanda   206-915-7041  
Cynthia Williams                      206-769-7140
Jenn Flynn                           206-427-3900

Locally Owned Real Estate Company
Excellent reputation,

customized customer service,  
team approach.

3505 NE 45th St. 
Seattle 98105 

PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage
PAID
Seattle, WA
Permit No. 1125

ECRWSS

ECRWSSEDDM

Postal Customer
Seattle, WA 98105

Engage with Your City
Let your council member and 
mayor know what’s on your mind. 
Jenny A. Durkan, Mayor 
Phone: 206-684-4000 
Email: jenny.durkan@seattle.gov
Alex Pedersen, District 4 
Northeast Seattle 
Chair: Planning, Land Use & Zoning 
Chair: Chair, Transportation & 
Utilities  
Phone: 206-684-8808 
Email: alex.pedersen@seattle.gov

BEDROOMSANDMORE.COM (206)633-4494

STYLISH AND LUXURIOUS COMFORT

All in, for Laurelhurst.

If  you can dream it,  
we can find it.

Chet Crile . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Kim Dales . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Cathy Millan . . . . . . . . . . .
Renee Menti Ruhl . . . . . .
Barbara Shikiar . . . . . . . . 
Jeri Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Maggie Weissman . . . . . . 

206.498.4606
206.235 .7772
206.228.8558
206.850.1800
206.484.2446
206.295.8785
206.226.0543

CHOOSE A BROKER FROM YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD.YOUR AD HERE!

Contact 
news@laurelhurstcc.com

 
This medium sized ad costs 

$750 for 5 issues. 

Your advertising supports 
the newsletter and community.

YOUR AD HERE!
Contact 

news@laurelhurstcc.com 
This small sized ad costs $375 
for 5 issues. Your advertising 
supports the newsletter and 

community.


