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Need for Strengthened Tree Ordinance
Laurelhurst Community Club recently testified at City Council, which 
expresses strong support for policies that address the increasingly 
adverse impacts of global warming. LCC urged their immediate action to 
implement a stronger tree ordinance to retain Seattle’s trees.
For the past twelve years, Council has heard reports from various arms   
of City government and agencies to placate its constituents that they are 
“on it.” After polite reports and promises are delivered annually, or now 
quarterly, real action or realignment of responsibilities to protect the tree 
canopy are brushed aside. So, twelve years later, it is no surprise that 
Seattle’s tree canopy continues to shrink with Council’s inaction.
The City experienced its highest temperatures ever recorded with 108 
and 104 degrees in late June. On July 2, the senior environmental editor 
for the NY Times, Catron Einhorn, wrote “At a time when climate change 
is making heat waves more frequent and more severe, the trees are the 
superheroes. Trees can lower air temperature in city neighborhoods by 
10 lifesaving degrees, scientists have found. They reduce electricity 
demand for air conditioning, avoiding catastrophic power failures during 
heat waves.”
Saving Seattle’s tree canopy, especially its exceptional trees, is 
imperative for public health. LCC requested that Seattle City Council 
ensure that tree retention in future master plans be prioritized as a 
matter of social and environmental equity for Yesler Terrace, and other 
low-income housing master plans. LCC expressed concern that 
amendments to the codes for major housing projects would enable 
developers to remove an inordinate number of existing mature trees by 
using the proposed “payment-in-lieu,” which is a monetary pool option to 
plant new trees. Newly planted saplings are a poor substitute for the 
functions of existing mature and exceptional trees. In a report to Seattle 
City Council, the City of Portland admitted that its policy of a monetary 
option to developers failed to retain their tree canopy. (Note their June 
temperatures were higher than Seattle’s.)
Retaining mature trees in all Seattle neighborhoods helps protect 
residents from the impacts of global warming. After hearing testimony 

New 4-Way STOP for 
Safety, School Zones
Laurelhurst’s infamous intersection 
at NE 41st St. and 43rd Ave. NE 
was finally made safer with the 
August 5 addition of an official 
4-way stop. For years, LCC has 
contacted the Seattle Department 
of Transportation (SDOT) for help 
to make that dangerous 
intersection less so. Their 
responses of “no can do” for 
various reasons, mostly having to 
do with NE 41st St. being an 
arterial, finally became “done.” 
Neighbors and LCC worked with 
Councilmember Pedersen’s office 
to request a safety review of the 
intersection, which was done in 
late May. An SDOT civil engineer 
from the Transportation 
Operation’s Center analyzed the 
monitored traffic volume. He also 
noted the high rates of speed that 
occur daily down NE 41st St. 
The new stop signs will slow down 
speeders and make the 
intersection safer for pedestrians, 
bicyclists, vehicles, and neighbors 
who reside on NE 41st St. A few 
mischievous (and illegal) attempts 
have been made to remove the 
new signs.  
Fall and back-to-school time mean 
lots of children walking and biking 
to and from our neighborhood 
schools, which include Laurelhurst 
Elementary, The Villa, and several 
pre-schools. New lighted signs 
alert drivers to the School Zone as 
they approach both from the east 
and west on NE 45th St., which 
runs along the south side of 
Laurelhurst Elementary.
It’s easy for drivers to speed in a 
rush to beat the school bell, which 
is potentially very dangerous. 
Please adhere to speed limits, be 
extra mindful of crosswalks, and 
expect the unexpected, such as a 
child or pet running into the street.
n

COVID Walk-up Testing Available in Laurelhurst
The City of Seattle provides free Covid-19 testing, and the University of 
Washington is its main provider. The current test site is just off Mary 
Gates Memorial Drive at 4113 Franklin Place NE. This is on the left side  
of the road on the way to the UW golf practice range. Park your car in 
the E-4 parking lot and walk to the testing tents. 
Testing is by appointment and is walk up only. No drive throughs. This 
site operates Monday through Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. through 
2021, according to sources at the UW.  Schedule an appointment through 
Solvhealth: Solvhealth.com/book-online/g5y8Wg  
Appointment times vary; check daily for short term (same day, next day) 
openings. Testing does not meet pre-surgery requirements. 
If you have insurance, the City will bill your insurer, but it is absolutely 
free if you do not. 
uwmedicine.org/coronavirus/testing  n
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Tree Ordinance continued from page 1

From Your LEAP Team 
Earthquake Lessons from Haiti
On August 14, Haiti suffered a magnitude 7.2 earthquake with 5.2 
aftershocks following every 10 minutes. One week after the quake, Haiti 
counted about 2,200 known dead, over 12,200 injured, a reported 332 
missing, and an estimated 53,000 homes destroyed. The final death toll 
could reach 10 times the current number. The shaking collapsed grocery 
stores, destroyed crops, and snapped underground water lines. Major 
roads flooded, impeding movement of people and aid. Haitians 
desperately need life necessities: clean water, clothes, cash, and food. 
Abysmal sanitation threatens cholera outbreaks. Hospitals are 
overwhelmed; some collapsed; some are attempting to operate outside 
with limited staff, power, equipment, and supplies even for basic wound 
care! Phones are inoperable. There is an ongoing desperate search for 
missing loved ones. Haiti’s steep topography threatens landslides.
True, Haiti has been battered by two post-quake tropical storms. It has 
poor infrastructure, poorly constructed buildings, an unstable 
government, and it continues to suffer from the effects of 2010’s 
magnitude 7 earthquake. And yet, Haiti’s earthquake aftermath 
emphasizes the importance of advance earthquake preparation in any 
area on or near a major fault-line, such as Seattle.
What should we take from Haiti’s experience? We must prepare! 
Seattle lies on two major faults. Earthquake risk is ever-present in our 
area. Laurelhurst is fortunate to have volunteers working to prepare our 
neighborhood for an earthquake. Laurelhurst Emergency Action Plan 
(LEAP) holds classes, distributes earthquake preparedness instructions, 
including a list of basic supplies for earthquake survival. LEAP has 
established a network of cluster captains to organize groups of 
neighboring homes for cooperation during an earthquake. LEAP has built 
and furnished a Communication HUB and is training a group of HUB first 
responders to distribute news within the neighborhood, to communicate 
with City and other neighborhoods via radio, and to connect neighbors 
with needs to those who can help.
Don’t be that person who relies on the kindness of others. Prepare the 
necessities for your family now. Take advantage of LEAP; contact us with 
your questions. LEAPLaurelhurst@outlook.com  n

Join NEST Celebration  
North East Seattle Together 
(NEST) will host a free, outdoor 
event to celebrate its tenth 
anniversary Saturday, September 
11, at Wedgwood Presbyterian 
Church, 8008 35th Ave. NE., from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. There will be 
food trucks, activities, raffles, 
games and more! 
NEST is a local nonprofit building 
community connections and 
resources for people to age 
successfully in the place they call 
home. NEST has many Laurelhurst 
members. 206-525-6378 or email:  
Info@nestseattle.org. n

from over 70 participants, City Council requested that the City’s 
committee on the new tree ordinance present the final legislation to be 
voted upon by the end of 2021. 
Key policy points requested by LCC and others include:
n  Create jurisdiction and management of the trees on private lands 
under the Urban Forestry Division by December 1, 2021, and remove it 
from SDCI, which generates its operation fees from the built 
environment by serving the needs of developers. 
n  Update and strengthen the City’s existing Tree Ordinance in 
accordance with recommendations from the Seattle Urban Forest 
Commission.
n  Strengthen the 2008 Exceptional Tree Director’s Rule by 
recommendations of the Seattle Urban Forest Commission and place a 
moratorium on the removal of all existing exceptional trees, unless 
hazardous or diseased and verified by two approved arborists.
n  Increase the tree canopy in areas in low-income Seattle 
neighborhoods by requiring the immediate retention of mature trees, 
and planting new shade-providing species over the next three years to 
jump start the canopy inequities. Severely limit the “payment-in lieu” 
option.
n  Re-set the goal for Seattle’s tree canopy coverage to 30 percent in 
the next 10 years, with a goal to increase it to 35 percent by 2040.  n

SPD Challenges
LLC Annual Meeting Guest Speaker 
Seattle Police Department Captain 
Brian Stampfl acknowledged some 
of Seattle’s current policing 
difficulties, such as homelessness, 
drug addiction, and the loss of 
officers. SPD is partnering with 
other city departments in response 
to changing resources to address 
chronic concerns. He noted that the 
upcoming City election results will 
yield insights to Seattle’s future.
Laurelhurst remains one of the 
safest residential areas. He urged 
residents to report theft, whether 
packages or cars, as that data 
inform the police response and 
distribution of resources. 
With the city shut down over much 
of the past year and half, he has 
observed increased litter, graffiti, 
reckless driving, disrespect for law 
enforcement, refusal to serve 
officers. He remarked that “people 
unchecked become a little looser,” 
and said the City needs to address 
chronic crime with more policing. 
Social issues need solutions as 
well. 
Significant reductions in the traffic 
unit and motorcycle officers are 
resulting in increased speeding and 
reckless driving. 911 response 
times are longer due to budget cuts 
and fewer officers.
Captain Stampfl said the new, 
young recruits view policing as 
meaningful service, just as officers 
did 30 years ago. He is optimistic 
about Seattle’s resilience and “has 
a passion for people being happy 
and safe.”  n 



206.545.1092 
familyresourcehomecare.com

Providing quality 
in-home / live-in care 
that supports comfort 
and independence.

Call (206) 523-7315 for a 
personal visit and to learn more

about Ida Culver House Ravenna.
  2315 NE 65th St, Seattle • eraliving.com          
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UNCLASSIFIEDS
The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times 
a year. DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per 
issue, with a five-issue commitment paid in 
advance. Laurelhurst-area businesses have 
priority. UNCLASSIFIED ADS are free for 
PAID members of the Laurelhurst Community 
Club, except that repeat ads or ads deemed 
commercial (including home businesses, real 
estate rentals, and houses for sale) cost $20; 
after three entries of the same “free” ad within 
one year, the fee is $20 per issue. Student 
ads for services are $15 per issue. 25-word 
maximum. Ads are subject to space availability. 
Email copy to laurelhurstnews@comcast.net. 

Call (206) 306-7920 for a 
personal visit & to learn more.

Where senior living is full of JOY.

  450 NE 100th Street, Seattle • aljoya.com          

206-498-4606
ccrile@windermere.com

Living Laurelhurst, Selling Laurelhurst

CALENDAR
Sept. 11 (Sat.) 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
NEST Celebration 
Wedgwood Presbyterian Church (see p.2)
Sept. 13, Oct. 11 (Mon.) 6:30 to 8 p.m.  
LCC Trustees meetng via Zoom 
https://washington.zoom.us/j/ 
95938637825
Drop off donations for Elizabeth 
Gregory House, a U District women’s 
shelter: Huda Giddens at 4338 NE 44th St.  
(Leave in green bin at front of house.) 
Gently used shoes needed for the 
homeless and distributed through Blessed 
Sacrament parish’s Outreach to the Poor 
in the U District. Drop off in white plastic 
container in front of 3891 44th Ave. NE. 
 

Chip Kennaugh Co.
206-487-3830

chipkennaugh@gmail.com
chipkennaugh.com

30 Years
Horticulture

Expertise

Serving Seattle & Vicinity

Fine Pruning of
Small Trees & Shrubs

(206) 682-7110
Allcoveredpainting.com 

SAVE 10%!
Mention this ad to save!

Thanks to our advertisers for their support. 
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KAREN PECOTA

Karen Pecota
Licensed Electrologist since 1977

  206.794.1258
  www.sandpointelectrolysis.com
Hawthorne Hill Professional Center
4026 NE 55th Street, Suite E

www.sand-point-electrolysis.com

Sign up for LCC’s Constant Contact 
electronic newsletter for time-
critical communications: email 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net.

BEST CLEANING LLC: 29 Years cleaning 
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. 
Regular cleaning and special projects; 
references from current clients; quality 
guaranteed. 206-948-2433. bestcleaning@
outlook.com
FOR RENT: Furnished house available  
Oct. 2021 - April 2022. Three-bed, two-bath, 
large fenced yard, deck, and patio. Within  
3 blocks of Laurelhurst Playfield. $4,500 per 
month. Call or text Mark at 206-795-1391.
PAINTING: Luis Ramirez 206-465-3593. 
Interior and exterior. Great Laurelhurst 
references. Bonded and insured. Any size job.
RAPID COMPUTER HELP: PC/Mac. 
Upgrades; hardware, software installation; 
troubleshooting, repair. Spyware, virus 
removal. Windows, MS Office certifications. 
Local References. Matt, 206-498-8901.
WANTED: Laurelhurst or Windermere 
Homes–As Is. Top Dollar Paid. I am local 
Laurelhurst resident. No need to fix things, 
stage, or even cleanup. No hassle, no delays. 
No condition too bad. Quick and easy cash 
sale. Call Mike, LREA, at 206-459-9375.
24/7 LIVE-IN CAREGIVER AVAILABLE:  
I recently lost a dear friend and the fabulous 
24/7 caregiver is available to serve another 
family. Caring for the elderly is her specialty; 
she’s spiritual, loving, caring with over 10 
years of experience. Safety and comfort 
are a priority. Please call Emily for details, 
206-526-2927.

6512 12th Ave NE   Seattle WA  98115 east of Roosevelt light rail station

206-528-1980      

Dr. Robin E. Riedinger
Dr. Brandi L. Eskesen

Dr. Adrian E. Nevill

www.hhvh.net

Montlake Bridge Closures
Crews expect to close the bridge on the 
following weekends from  
11 p.m. Friday to 5 a.m. Monday. This 
schedule is subject to change: 
Sept. 10-13, Oct. 8-11, Oct. 22-25, Oct. 
29-Nov. 1, Nov. 19-22.
https://wsdot.wa.gov/projects/sr513/
montlake-bridge/home

Talaris Spruces Up
The 18-acre Talaris campus has 
been unoccupied since October 
2019 when Quadrant Homes 
unexpectedly pulled out of a 
contingent deal with site’s owner to 
buy and develop the property.
The site has not been actively used 
for the past two years. The 
landscape has been neglected with 
fallen trees and grass overgrown 
to fire hazard levels. The owner 
installed additional temporary 
cyclone “security” fencing in 
violation of the historic landscape 
requirements. 
On August 11, LCC noted the 
arrival of numerous chipper trucks 
on the site and contacted the 
owner for information. According 
to the owner’s representative, the 
site is being cleaned up both as a 
good faith gesture to the 
neighborhood and in preparation 
for potential lease or sale 
opportunities. Dead trees were 
removed, the site interior was 
cleaned up, the perimeter along NE 
41st Street was mowed, and the 
pond that had dried out was 
cleared and scraped to its clay 
bottom. They plan to refill the 
pond this fall.
The temporary galvanized cyclone 
fencing was finally removed August 
18, leaving the black one that was 
installed September 12, 2013, the 
day before the site and buildings 
were designated by the City as 
historic landmarks. 
LCC continues to meet with the 
site’s owners about potential 
development plans and participates 
in the City’s land use and historic 
preservation board public 
comment processes.  n

UW Football Home Games  
Sept. 4 Montana; Sept. 18 Arkansas St.; 
Sept. 25 California; Oct. 16 UCLA;  
Nov. 6 Oregon; Nov. 13 Arizona St.;  
Nov. 26 Washington St.
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Laurelhurst Community Club
PMB #373, 4616 25th Ave. NE

Seattle, WA 98105

OFFICERS & TRUSTEES
 

Colleen McAleer, President  525-0219  billandlin@aol.com

206 area codes for all

Brian McMullen, VP   367-9325 
Emily Dexter, Treas.  526-2927 
Katherine Burk, Sec. 849-4955 
Pat Chaney  601-8109
Kay Kelly    409-7001 

Jim Rupp   524-5880
Connie Sidles 522-7513 
Stan Sorscher 522-7660 
Jan Sutter 683 9280 
Don Torrie 524-4316 

Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net;  
Leslie Wright, editor, 206-229-1505 
Security Patrol: crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com 
Aircraft Noise Hotline 206-433-5393 
Animal Control 206-386-7387 
Community Center 206-684-7529 
Laurelhurst Beach Club (business) 206-729-3724 
Police, Non-emergency 206-625-5011
Street Light Out, City Light 206-684-7056 
24-Hour Crisis Line 206-461-3222 

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com
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All in, for Laurelhurst.

If  you can dream it,  
we can find it.

Chet Crile . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Kim Dales . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Cathy Millan . . . . . . . . . . .
Renee Menti Ruhl . . . . . .
Barbara Shikiar . . . . . . . . 
Jeri Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Maggie Weissman . . . . . . 

206.498.4606
206.235 .7772
206.228.8558
206.850.1800
206.484.2446
206.295.8785
206.226.0543

CHOOSE A BROKER FROM YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD.

PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage
PAID
Seattle, WA
Permit No. 1125

ECRWSS

ECRWSSEDDM

Postal Customer
Seattle, WA 98105

BEDROOMSANDMORE.COM (206)633-4494

STYLISH AND LUXURIOUS COMFORT

YOUR AD HERE!

Contact 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net 

$375 for 5 issues 
Your advertising supports 

the newsletter and community.

206-527-9388 | admissions@thevilla.org

31-acre laurelhurst campus

Select Openings 
Available

preschool – grade 8
Compassionate Hearts • Confident Minds

OPEN FOR INDOOR DINING!

Rib Night:
First Monday every month

Happy Hour: 
4-6 pm every day

½ off bottles of wine: 
Every Tuesday

5412 Sand Point Way NE  •  206-729-1303

Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc. 
(206) 522-7003 

Helen Kelleher Senseney    206-909-9367 
Eddie Muanda   206-915-7041  
Cynthia Williams                      206-769-7140
Jenn Flynn                           206-427-3900

Locally Owned Real Estate Company
Excellent reputation,

customized customer service,  
team approach.

3505 NE 45th St. 
Seattle 98105 

LOW BACK PAIN

WORKSHOP!

5025 25th Ave NE, Suite 201
Seattle, WA 98105

P: 206-524-6702
info@kaizenseattle.com

kaizenseattle.com

WHEN: Wednesday, Sept

8th at 6:30 PM

 The biggest mistake low back pain sufferers make
 The three leading causes of low back pain
 Three strategies to reduce back pain

1.
2.
3.

Attend the workshop and learn:

WHEre: Kaizen Physical

Therapy

Call now 

to sign up!

206-524-6702

  

A   home   organizing   service   using   sustainable   materials   and   practices.   
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