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Still Time to Give a Gift
of Holiday Warmth
Annual Sock Drive – Please donate

new socks, hats, scarves, gloves,
and mittens for men, women, and
children for shelters and the
homeless, including the Pioneer
Foot Clinic and Mary’s Place Shelter.
Drop off donations at Flooring
America, 3605 NE 45th Street,
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through
Saturday. Donations through the
LCC Foundation are tax-deductible.
Contact LCC treasurer Emily
Dexter, emdexter@comcast.net to
request a receipt.
Please make your donations by
December 17. Thank you! n

Christmas Ship Sails
Fri., Dec. 10, 5:35 p.m.
ASUW Shell House
Sat., Dec. 11, 2:50 p.m.
Magnuson Park Beach near
Boat Launch
Sun., Dec. 12, 5:35 p.m.
Laurelhurst Beach Club
51st Ave NE & NE Laurelcrest Lane
Jjoin in the holiday fun! Gather
your friends and enjoy the bonfire,
refreshments, hear the choir, and
view the Christmas ships.

Laurelhurst
Letter returns
in February
2022. Until
then, check
LCC’s website
for updates.

Warm Wishes
for the
Holidays!

Take the Beach Club
Polar Bear Plunge!
Noon, January 1.
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Community Center Appeal Fails. For Now.
Every year, the City Budget starts in the Mayor’s Office and its
department’s compilation of financial “buckets” that together reflect the
priorities for the City’s operations and capital investments for the
following year.
This budget goes back for review and adjustments by the City Council,
and then returns to the Mayor for final approval. LCC combed through
the proposed budget in October and discovered that Seattle Parks and
Recreation (SPR) planned to close the Laurelhurst Community Center,
canceling its entire programming budget. Stating that funds were needed
continued on page 2

Drive-through Holiday Display at Villa Academy
On Friday, Dec. 10, from 6 to 8 p.m., Villa Academy invites neighbors to
hop in their cars and enjoy a festive, safe, and free drive-through
holiday display – Illuminata, The Mitten. An array of twinkling lights,
woodland animals, and storybook characters will greet you as you take
the short drive through Villa’s campus, located in the heart of
Laurelhurst at 5001 NE 50th Street. The campus vehicle entry (no
pedestrians or cyclists, please) is at the intersection of NE 50th Street
and 50th Avenue NE. There will be no access to Villa facilities and
participants must remain in their cars. If windows are rolled down,
please wear masks. Donations of stocking stuffers and grocery gift cards
support Providence Regina House Adopt-A-Family. See you there! n

Leaf Blowers and Their Environmental Toll
In October, California’s governor signed a new law making it the first
state planning to ban gas-powered lawn equipment. According to
California emissions standards, lawn-care equipment creates more
pollution in California than cars. Across the country, more than 100 cities
have passed laws to ban or limit gas-powered leaf blowers. Locally, the
City of Medina hosted a forum last June to discuss possible regulations.
Is Seattle next? Councilmember Pedersen has been championing this
at City Council. The City’s Office of Sustainability and Environment is
proposing funding a program to phase out the use of gas leaf blowers by
Seattle Parks maintenance crews. A buy-back of gas-powered equipment
and an eventual ban in the private sector could follow.
As much as a third of the gasoline powering loud two-stroke engines
pollutes the air as unburned aerosol. The dust stirred up can include
pollen, mold, animal feces, and chemicals from herbicides and pesticides.
None of which is good for the health of humans and other living
creatures. As reported in the New York Times October 25, 2021: “A 2011
study by Edmunds found that a two-stroke gasoline-powered leaf blower
spewed out more pollution than a 6,200-pound Ford F-150 SVT Raptor
pickup truck. ... ‘hydrocarbon emissions from a half-hour of yard work
with the two-stroke leaf blower are about the same as a 3,900-mile drive
from Texas to Alaska in a Raptor.’ ’’
If you would like to join a discussion about the impact of and alternatives
to gas-powered lawn equipment with Connie Missimer and NE 40th
Street neighbors, email conniemissimer@gmail.com.
Time for the Tesla of leaf blowers? Or a good rake. n
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From Your LEAP Team
Winter Family Fun: Scavenger Hunt
Build an Emergency Kit, Part 1*
Instructions

1. Assign family teams to solve riddles
2. Search your house
3. Accumulate items for your emergency kit
Riddles

1. You can’t last without me for more than 3 to 4 days.
2. You can find bandages in me.
3. In case of fire, use me.
4. We can be handy when making repairs or turning off utilities.
5. You can listen to music and alerts on me.
6. We have negative and positive sides.
7. Some can’t see without me.
Answers

1. Water is an essential component of your emergency kit. Following a
disaster, water services could be impacted for several days to weeks. For
drinking, bathing and cooking, each person needs approximately one
gallon of water per day for 14 days. A family of four needs 56 gallons for
14 days. Add one gallon of water per day for large pets!
2. A First Aid Kit is an essential part of emergency preparedness. Start
yours today with things already around your home: bandages,
antibacterial ointment, pain relievers, etc.
3. Fire extinguishers are an important part of your home safety plan. For
home, you should have either an ABC (multiple use) fire extinguisher or
Class-K fire extinguisher. Check your fire extinguisher several times per
year to ensure it’s still fully charged. Make sure you know how to use it.
4. Tools such as hammer, crowbar, or meter turn-off wrench are useful
during a disaster such as an earthquake. Make sure you know where to
shut off your gas meter and your water main.
5. Radios are critical for receiving and sharing information in a disaster.
Consider purchasing a battery-operated or hand-crank radio for your
emergency kit.
6. Batteries! Keep plenty of different sizes in your emergency kit. Store
batteries separately from the equipment as they will last longer and
equipment damage from exploded or leaking batteries will be avoided.
Check your kit annually for expired batteries.
7. Spare glasses. Prescription eyeglasses may be lost or damaged in an
earthquake or disaster. Conditions may make it difficult to wear contacts.
Keep an old pair of glasses in your emergency kit as a backup.
*Scavenger Hunt courtesy of American Red Cross, as adapted by Tukwila
Emergency Management and Laurelhurst Emergency Action Plan (LEAP)
Look for future scavenger hunts in the new year. n

Still Time to Subscribe to 2022 Security Patrol
LCC’s Private Security Patrol, now starting its fourteenth year, is highly
praised by subscribers. Its continued success depends on neighbor
participation. The annual cost per family is $200 for the period ending
December 31, 2022.
To participate, please either use LCC’s secure online payment option
(preferred) at www.laurelhurstcc.com, or send your $200 check payable
to LCC Laurelhurst Community Club, PMB #373, 4616 25th Ave. NE,
Seattle, WA 98105. If you pay by check, please be sure to include your
name, address, email, and emergency contact information.
If you have questions about LCC’s Private Security Patrol, please email
crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com. n

Community Center continued from page 1

to “balance the SPR budget,” SPR
chose to close our community
center and convert it to a private
rental facility. Funds saved by the
closure will be to diverted to
impromptu programming in
different parts of the City – an
equity access decision. Neighbors
and LCC objected, responding with
numerous letters and emails.
SPR’s massive 2022 budget is
$287,000,000 – an increase of 24.8
percent. LCC and Councilmember
Alex Pedersen questioned the SPR
budget cut and urged City
Councilmembers to retain this
94-year-old community center’s
budget, which is only $190,000 or
a fraction (.0067) of SPR’s total
budget. LCC argued that the City
can defray its operational costs
with weekend rental fees, instead
of entirely converting the facility to
private rentals.
During the City Council budget
re-balancing process, amendments
to restore the funding were
considered twice. LCC and
neighbors testified four times
during the Public Comment process
prior to the final vote
Councilmember Pedersen
sponsored an amendment to fund
the center, which was defeated
4-5. Voting YES: Herbold, Sawant
and Lewis. Voting NO: Gonzalez,
Mosqueda, Morales, Juarez, and
Strauss. Ironically, three of the NO
votes were from those received
very large increases in the SPR
budget for centers in their districts.
LCC will continue to advocate to
restore the operations of the
community center in 2022. The
new mayor, Bruce Harrell, and Sara
Nelson, new at-large City
Councilmember, may have a
different approach to balancing the
multi-million-dollar SPD budget
without closing one of the City’s
important 26 community centers.
Thank you all for taking the time to
testify (one neighbor waited four
hours to comment), email, and
write letters. The funding
amendment almost passed. Our
continued efforts to save public
programming at the Laurelhurst
Community Center are worth it.
Stay tuned! n
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UNCLASSIFIEDS
BEST CLEANING LLC: 29 Years cleaning
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Regular
cleaning and special projects; references from
current clients; quality guaranteed. 206-9482433. bestcleaning@outlook.com
OPPORTUNITY: Feeling a need to be more
connected to your wider community? Check
out the NEST website (www.nestseattle.org) or
phone us at 206-525-6378 for an introduction
to the programs, opportunities, friendships,
and support NEST offers its members.
PAINTING: Luis Ramirez 206-465-3593.
Interior and exterior. Great Laurelhurst
references. Bonded and insured. Any size job.
RAPID COMPUTER HELP: PC/Mac.
Upgrades; hardware, software installation;
troubleshooting, repair. Spyware, virus
removal. Windows, MS Office certifications.
Local References. Matt, 206-498-8901.
WANTED: Laurelhurst or Windermere Homes–
As Is. Top Dollar Paid. I am local Laurelhurst
resident. No need to fix things, stage, or even
cleanup. No hassle, no delays. No condition too

bad. Quick and easy cash sale. Call Mike, LREA,
at 206-459-9375.
WANTED: I buy houses in any condition! Quick
closing if desired, or sell and stay for up to six
months. Top dollar over competing offers. Call
today 206-688-0588.
The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times a year.
DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per issue, with a
five-issue commitment paid in advance. Laurelhurstarea businesses have priority. UNCLASSIFIED ADS are
free for PAID members of the Laurelhurst Community
Club, except that repeat ads or ads deemed commercial
(including home businesses, real estate rentals, and
houses for sale) cost $20; after three entries of the
same “free” ad within one year, the fee is $20 per
issue. Student ads for services are $15 per issue. 25word maximum. Ads are subject to space availability.
Email copy to laurelhurstnews@comcast.net.

Each month, trustees review Calls
and Concerns from neighbors. Please
contact any trustee to bring up
something you would like LCC to be
aware of or consider action on or if
you need assistance maneuvering
City government offices.

COVID Walk-up Testing Available in Laurelhurst

www.laurelhurstcc.com

The City of Seattle provides free Covid-19 testing through the University
of Washington. The test site is just off Mary Gates Memorial Drive at
4113 Franklin Place NE. Testing is by appointment and is walk up only.
Monday through Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Schedule an
appointment at uwmedicine.org/coronavirus/testing. Testing does not
meet pre-surgery requirements. The City will bill your insurer, but
testing is absolutely free if you are uninsured. n
Living Laurelhurst, Selling Laurelhurst

MAKE AN IMPACT
IN YOUR COMMUNITY
Join a group of women passionate about
employing Trust-Based Philanthropy
to make an impact.

206-498-4606
ccrile@windermere.com

CALENDAR
Dec. 10 to Jan. 1, 4 to about 10 p.m.
Candy Cane Lane (Covid protocols)
NE Park Rd and Ravenna Blvd.
Dec. 10 (Fri.) 6 to 8 p.m.
Villa Illuminata (Covid protocols)
See schedule on page 1.
Dec. 10, 11, 12
Christmas Ship Viewing
See schedule on page 1.
Dec. 13 (Mon.) 6:30 to 8 p.m.
LCC Trustees meeting via Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89158249695
Jan. 10 (Mon.) 6:30 to 8 p.m.
LCC Trustees meeting via Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89158249695
Drop off donations for Elizabeth
Gregory House, a U District women’s
shelter: Huda Giddens at 4338 NE 44th St.
(Leave in green bin at front of house.)
Gently used shoes needed for the
homeless and distributed through Blessed
Sacrament parish’s Outreach to the Poor
in the U District. Place near front door,
3891 44th Ave. NE.		
Sign up for LCC’s Constant Contact
electronic newsletter for timecritical communications: email
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net.

Providing quality
in-home / live-in care
that supports comfort
and independence.

206.545.1092
familyresourcehomecare.com

$225,000 granted since 2020!
visit www.impact100seattle.org to learn more

206-528-1980

Dr. Robin E. Riedinger
Dr. Brandi L. Eskesen
Dr. Adrian E. Nevill
www.hhvh.net

Connect. Inspire. Empower.
6512 12th Ave NE Seattle WA 98115

Interested in contributing
your enthusiam and talents
to a great neighborhood?
Get involved with LCC!
Volunteer to be on a committee.
Or, learn about trustee
responsibilities at https://
laurelhurstcc.com/about/
trustee-responsibilities/
Contact Emily Dexter at 206-5262927 or emdexter@comcast.net.
Please consider a year-end gift to
help support work on neighborhood
issues and concerns. Donate on LCC’s
website or mail checks to the PO Box
listed on the back of the newsletter.

east of Roosevelt light rail station

Where senior living is full of JOY.

Call (206) 306-7920 for a
personal visit & to learn more.
450 NE 100th Street, Seattle • aljoya.com

Fine Pruning of
Small Trees & Shrubs
Serving Seattle & Vicinity

Chip Kennaugh Co.
206-487-3830

chipkennaugh@gmail.com
chipkennaugh.com

30 Years
Horticulture
Expertise

Karen Pecota

Licensed Electrologist since 1977
KAREN PECOTA

Call (206) 523-7315 for a
personal visit and to learn more
about Ida Culver House Ravenna.
2315 NE 65th St, Seattle • eraliving.com

SAVE 10%!
Mention this ad to save!

206.794.1258
www.sand-point-electrolysis.com
www.sandpointelectrolysis.com
Hawthorne Hill Professional Center
4026 NE 55th Street, Suite E

(206) 682-7110
Allcoveredpainting.com

Thanks to our advertisers for their support.
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Greetings

Laurelhurst Community Club
PMB #373, 4616 25th Ave. NE
Seattle, WA 98105
OFFICERS & TRUSTEES
Colleen McAleer, President 525-0219 billandlin@aol.com

ECRWSSEDDM

206 area codes for all

Brian McMullen, VP 367-9325
Emily Dexter, Treas. 526-2927
Katherine Burk, Sec. 849-4955
Pat Chaney		 601-8109
Kay Kelly				 409-7001

Jim Rupp			
Connie Sidles
Stan Sorscher
Jan Sutter
Don Torrie

Postal Customer
Seattle, WA 98105

524-5880
522-7513
522-7660
683 9280
524-4316

Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net;
Leslie Wright, editor, 206-229-1505

Security Patrol: crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com
Aircraft Noise Hotline
206-433-5393
Animal Control
206-386-7387
Community Center
206-684-7529
Laurelhurst Beach Club (business) 206-729-3724
Police, Non-emergency
206-625-5011
Street Light Out, City Light
206-684-7056
24-Hour Crisis Line
206-461-3222

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com

If you can dream it,
we can find it.
STYLISH AND LUXURIOUS COMFORT
BEDROOMSANDMORE.COM (206)633-4494

A History of Laurelhurst:

the perfect holiday gift book
available for sale! Researched and

written by now-retired Laurelhurst
Historian Christine Barrett.
Proceeds benefit LCC’s general
fund. Stop by the Windermere
office on Sand Point Way NE to
purchase from Maggie Weissman
or the front desk. n

Locally Owned Real Estate Company
Excellent reputation,
customized customer service,
team approach.
Helen Kelleher Senseney

206-909-9367

Eddie Muanda

206-915-7041

Cynthia Williams

206-769-7140

Jenn Flynn

206-427-3900

Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc.

3505 NE 45th St.
Seattle 98105

(206) 522-7003

All in, for Laurelhurst.

Chet Crile . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Kim Dales . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Cathy Millan . . . . . . . . . . .
Renee Menti Ruhl . . . . . .
Barbara Shikiar . . . . . . . .
Jeri Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Maggie Weissman . . . . . .

206.498.4606
2 0 6 . 2 3 5 .7 7 7 2
206.228.8558
2 0 6 . 8 5 0.1 8 0 0
206.484.2446
206.295.8785
206.226.0543

CHOOSE A BROKER FROM YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD.

Engage with Your City
Jenny A. Durkan, Mayor

Phone: 206-684-4000
Email: jenny.durkan@seattle.gov
Alex Pedersen, District 4
Northeast Seattle

Chair: Planning, Land Use & Zoning
Chair: Chair, Transportation &
Utilities
Phone: 206-684-8808
Email: alex.pedersen@seattle.gov

A home organizing service using sustainable materials and practices.
A home organizing
service using sustainable materials and practices.
thetidymagpie.com

thetidymagpie.com

425.276.1836

425.276.1836

hello@thetidymagpie.com

hello@thetidymagpie.com

31-acre laurelhurst campus

Select Openings
Available
preschool – grade 8

Compassionate Hearts • Confident Minds

206-527-9388 | admissions@thevilla.org

YOUR AD HERE!
Contact
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net
$375 for 5 issues
Your advertising supports
the newsletter.

