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Comment on Children’s 
New Phase 3 Plan
Seattle Children’s Hospital will 
present more details for its Phase 
3 development, which is part of its 
2010 Major Institution Master Plan 
(MIMP), March 29. At every major 
building phase of the MIMP, the 
Standing Advisory Committee 
(SAC) and the public are invited to 
view the proposed plans and make 
public comment at the beginning of 
scheduled SAC meetings. 
The January 25 meeting revealed 
that the Surgical Pavilion planned 
for the northeast corner of the 
campus was permanently 
scrapped, replaced by a new Phase 
3 plan to build Forest C, a 196-bed 
tower. Located near Forest B, it will 
primarily face Sand Point Way NE 
with an open fan design (similar to 
Forest A). 
Please feel free present your 
comments at the Seattle Children’s 
SAC meeting Tuesday, March 29, 
6 to 8 p.m. via the Webex virtual 
meeting format. n

Villa Property History / Sale for Mission Work
In 1914, a large swath of land in the northeast corner of Laurelhurst 
was acquired by Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini, who had founded the 
Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus religious order in Italy 
in 1880. The original use of the property was for an orphanage built in 
1924, a refuge for children of all ages whose parents were deceased or, 
because of challenging circumstances, could not provide care for them. 
Later, while the need for the orphanage declined, demand was strong 
for a school, especially in the 1950s for the post war “baby boomers”. 
The Sisters then converted the building and operated it for years as an 
elementary school.

In 1977, the Missionary sisters were aging and planning to close the 
school. However, a dedicated group of parents met at the local Duchess 
Tavern, and plans were hatched and commitments made that saved the 
school. It soon became the Sacred Heart Villa Academy for grades K-8, 
open to all faiths and governed by a Board of Trustees. Since that time 
and to date, the Villa grounds and facilities have had various lease 
arrangements with the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus to 
operate, maintain, and update the buildings and be stewards of the 

A Model of Public-Private Partnership
LCC trustees Pat Chaney, Brian McMullen, and Jim Rupp have been 
working with the City of Seattle over the past year to develop a solution 
to address the aging sprinkler system problems on the NE 41st Street 
medians. The seven medians were a collaboration in the 1980s between 
the City of Seattle (SDOT), the University of Washington, the Battelle 
Memorial Institute, and the Laurelhurst Community Club. The irrigation 
system was originally installed and operated by SDOT. Over the years, 
maintenance was neglected by SDOT and UW, leaving LCC to bear the 
entire expense of keeping the sprinkler system functional at a cost of 
several thousand dollars.
Last fall, the SDOT irrigation team came out to assess the situation and 
determine the best course of action to update the system to reduce 
water waste. In early February, they installed new sprinkler controls, 
upgraded many of the sprinkler heads, and installed an RF transmitter to 
remotely monitor the system for efficiency. They also re-routed a control 
box that had been located in a private garage back into the median.
With SDOT upgrading its maintenance of the sprinkler system, LCC will 
be able to utilize the NE 41st Street median funds to improve the 
condition of the plants and landscape. These funds are raised through 
your generous donations during LCC’s annual dues drive. Occasional 
work parties organized by neighbors also contribute to median 
vegetation maintenance. 
The City recognizes Laurelhurst’s consistent efforts to maintain the 
trees, shrubs, and vegetation on these public medians, as well as those 
on the Boulevard (43rd Ave. NE). Because of our community’s sweat 
equity and donations to keep up these City properties, SDOT was 
receptive to finding a solution to repair and upgrade the sprinkler 
system. The Seattle Department of Transportation and Laurelhurst 
neighbors are working in partnership to help keep our City’s 
neighborhoods green. n

Safeway Plans Major 
Development
From The Urbanist: “Details are 
emerging on plans to replace the 
suburban-style Safeway grocery 
story adjacent to University Village 
with an eight-story mixed-use 
development. The plans follow 
projects in the works to restyle 
Safeway stores in other urban 
Seattle locations, notably Queen 
Anne and Capitol Hill.
“Early Design Guidance (EDG) 
plans filed with SDCI propose 
‘three residential buildings 
including a total of 734 residential 
units over a two-story common 
podium building with retail space 
and parking for approximately 614 
cars.’ While not confirmed, it’s 
expected that Safeway will 
continue to be the retail tenant on 
the ground floor.” n
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Villa Property continued from page 1

From Your LEAP Team: Family Scavenger Hunt
Build an Emergency Kit, Part 3*
Solve riddles and search your house for emergency kit items.
Riddles
1. I am shelf-stable; easy to heat and eat.
2. I am worth a thousand words.
3. I get you where you need to go. 
4. Your pets need me! 
5. I help you stay clean.
6. I alleviate headaches, control your blood pressure, keep your blood      
sugar in check.
Answers
1. Emergency kits need shelf-stable, non-perishable food - easy to heat 
and eat. Examples: canned foods, dry foods, nuts, and peanut butter. 
Several retailers sell pre-packaged emergency meals.
2. Photos of your home and valuables can help with insurance claims. 
Store photos online.
3. A map helps identify routes avoiding bridges and overpasses. Essential 
workers will need to get to work. Others may need to walk home or to a 
meeting place. If cell towers are down, Map Apps will not help.
4. Include pets in your plan and kit: food, water, leashes, treats, toys, 
vet records, and medications.
5. Include low-water personal care and hygiene options in your 
emergency kits, such as soap, toothbrush, paste, etc. Major disasters 
can impact water systems. Several retailers sell dry shampoo, soap, and 
toothpaste.)
6. Disasters can make refilling prescriptions or finding an open pharmacy 
difficult. Ask your doctor for an emergency supply of prescription 
medications for your kit. Use stored meds before expiration; replace with 
fresh ones.
Congratulations on an excellent start for your emergency kit. Now, find 
a container and a place to store it. Don’t forget a three-day kit for your 
car in case you are away from home during an earthquake/emergency.
For more information, visit Seattle.gov’s “Prepare Yourself” web page.
*Scavenger Hunt courtesy of American Red Cross, as adapted by Tukwila Emergency 
Management and Laurelhurst Emergency Action Plan (LEAP) n

entire campus land. As the Villa Academy evolved to higher levels of 
academic rigor, it entered into an affiliation with PNAIS (Pacific Northwest 
Association of Independent Schools), and later also made a notable 
commitment to outdoor learning curriculum.
Thirty years later, in 2007, the Villa Academy Board of Trustees purchased 
the campus land and buildings where they operate the school, pre-school, 
sports fields, playgrounds, gymnasium, and west lawn. The purchase 
ensured the continued operation and enhancement of its existing campus.  
On February 11, 2022, the Interim Head of the Villa, Julie Thenell 
Grasseschi, shared information that she received from the Missionary 
Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus that they intend to sell the remaining 
21 acres currently leased by the Villa Academy through August 2025. 
That acreage is outside of the school building and campus owned by the 
Academy. Proceeds received from that land sale are expected  
to fund the MSC’s missionary work, including anti-human trafficking, 
outreach to immigrants, eldercare, and healthcare in 16 countries on  
six continents. 
Specifics on the sale transaction and the land use of that property have 
not yet been decided. The property is zoned for single-family homes, 
which matches the bordering neighborhood properties. The Villa 
community is open to sharing more information as it becomes available, 
and LCC will share what it learns as well. n

Tree Ordinance Draft— 
Insufficient Protection
Below is a summary of LCC’s 
primary concerns regarding SDCI’s 
SEPA draft Tree Protection 
Ordinance:
n  The ordinance reduces the tree 
canopy coverage on development 
sites in residential (formerly single- 
family zones) from 45 percent to a 
mere 18 percent.
n  It gives SDCI the only and final 
decision on the implementation of 
Seattle Municipal Code (SMC) 25.11 
and would not allow any appeals to 
the Hearing Examiner.
n  The proposed ordinance does 
not require maximizing the 
retention of existing trees on 
development sites.
n  The replacement for removing 
existing trees is only a one-for-one 
ratio, regardless of the size of the 
tree removed.
n  It allows fees for non-site 
replacement (“in lieu” fees) to go 
to Seattle’s general budget and not 
be reserved for a tree replacement 
fund elsewhere in the City.
n  The ordinance does not require 
a permit to remove significant 
trees, rather relies on “voluntary 
reporting.”
n  The proposed ordinance should 
require an on-site tree inventory 
be posted online before SCDI 
permit is issued.
n  It does not require on-site, 
two-week notice before tree 
removal.
n  There is no requirement to 
replace trees for those removed 
one year before or after property 
sale or purchase. 
n  The ordinance excludes 
downtown and industrial areas, 
which also need vegetation to 
buffer “heat island” effects from 
rising ground temperatures from 
global warming.
Send your comments on the 
SEPA draft to gordon.clowers@
seattle.gov by Monday, April 4.
LCC supports separate City Council 
legislation CB120207 that requires 
registration of tree care providers 
within the City of Seattle. This is 
separate from the Tree Ordinance. 
n



206.545.1092 
familyresourcehomecare.com

Providing quality 
in-home / live-in care 
that supports comfort 
and independence.

Call (206) 523-7315 for a 
personal visit and to learn more

about Ida Culver House Ravenna.
  2315 NE 65th St, Seattle • eraliving.com          
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UNCLASSIFIEDS
BEST CLEANING LLC: 29 Years cleaning 
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Regular 
cleaning and special projects; references from 
current clients; quality guaranteed. 206-948-
2433. bestcleaning@outlook.com
OPPORTUNITY: Feeling a need to be more 
connected to your wider community? Check 
out the NEST website (www.nestseattle.org) or 
phone us at 206-525-6378 for an introduction 
to the programs, opportunities, friendships, 
and support NEST offers its members.
PAINTING: Luis Ramirez 206-465-3593. 
Interior and exterior. Great Laurelhurst 
references. Bonded and insured. Any size job.
RAPID COMPUTER HELP: PC/Mac. 
Upgrades; hardware, software installation; 
troubleshooting, repair. Spyware, virus 
removal. Windows, MS Office certifications. 
Local References. Matt, 206-498-8901.
TUTORING: College and graduate admissions 
essays, executive function, study skills, writing 
development, college-prep. Laurelhurst-
native Fulbright scholar with 200+ five-star 
reviews. https://www.wyzant.com/Tutors/
WritingWithMadeline

Call (206) 306-7920 for a 
personal visit & to learn more.

Where senior living is full of JOY.

  450 NE 100th Street, Seattle • aljoya.com          

206-498-4606
ccrile@windermere.com

Living Laurelhurst, Selling Laurelhurst

CALENDAR
March 14 (Mon.) 6:30 to 8 p.m.  
LCC Trustees meeting via Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89158249695
March 29 (Mon.) 6 to 8 p.m.  
Children’s SAC Comment Meeting 
Webex 
Drop off donations for Elizabeth 
Gregory House, a U District women’s 
shelter: Huda Giddens at 4338 NE 44th St.  
(Leave in green bin at front of house.) 
Gently used shoes needed for the 
homeless and distributed through Blessed 
Sacrament parish’s Outreach to the Poor 
in the U District. Place near front door, 
3891 44th Ave. NE.

Chip Kennaugh Co.
206-487-3830

chipkennaugh@gmail.com
chipkennaugh.com

30 Years
Horticulture

Expertise

Serving Seattle & Vicinity

Fine Pruning of
Small Trees & Shrubs

(206) 682-7110
Allcoveredpainting.com 

SAVE 10%!
Mention this ad to save!

Thanks to our advertisers for their support. 
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Each month, trustees review Calls 
and Concerns from neighbors. Please 
contact any trustee to bring up 
something you would like LCC to be 
aware of or consider action on or if 
you need assistance maneuvering 
City government offices.

KAREN PECOTA

Karen Pecota
Licensed Electrologist since 1977

  206.794.1258
  www.sandpointelectrolysis.com
Hawthorne Hill Professional Center
4026 NE 55th Street, Suite E

www.sand-point-electrolysis.com

Sign up for LCC’s Constant Contact 
electronic newsletter for time-
critical communications: email 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net.

WANTED: Laurelhurst or Windermere Homes–
As Is. Top Dollar Paid. I am local Laurelhurst 
resident. No need to fix things, stage, or even 
cleanup. No hassle, no delays. No condition too 
bad. Quick and easy cash sale. Call Mike, LREA, 
at 206-459-9375.
WANTED: I buy houses in any condition! Quick 
closing if desired, or sell and stay for up to six 
months. Top dollar over competing offers. Call 
today 206-688-0588.
YARD HELP: Former Millionair Club associate 
seeks garden work. Good with plants, color, 
placement, pruning. Text Pauline 206-619-
3014. For references, contact Huda Giddens, 
206-527-1291.
The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times a year. 
DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per issue, with a 
five-issue commitment paid in advance. Laurelhurst-
area businesses have priority. UNCLASSIFIED ADS are 
free for PAID members of the Laurelhurst Community 
Club, except that repeat ads or ads deemed commercial 
(including home businesses, real estate rentals, and 
houses for sale) cost $20; after three entries of the 
same “free” ad within one year, the fee is $20 per 
issue. Student ads for services are $15 per issue. 25-
word maximum. Ads are subject to space availability. 
Email copy to laurelhurstnews@comcast.net. 

6512 12th Ave NE   Seattle WA  98115 east of Roosevelt light rail station

206-528-1980      

Dr. Robin E. Riedinger
Dr. Brandi L. Eskesen

Dr. Adrian E. Nevill

www.hhvh.net

Walk-up COVID Testing 
The City of Seattle provides free Covid-19 
testing through the University of 
Washington. The test site is just off Mary 
Gates Memorial Drive at 4113 Franklin 
Place NE. Testing is by appointment and 
is walk up only. Monday through Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Schedule an 
appointment at uwmedicine.org/
coronavirus/testing. Testing does not 
meet pre-surgery requirements. The City 
will bill your insurer, but testing is 
absolutely free if you are uninsured. 

Join a group of women passionate aboutJoin a group of women passionate about
employing employing Trust-Based PhilanthropyTrust-Based Philanthropy  

to make an impact.to make an impact.  

Connect. Inspire. Empower.

visit www.impact100seattle.org to learn more

$225,000 granted since 2020!

MAKE AN IMPACT  
IN YOUR COMMUNITY

Reminder to Yesler 
Swamp Boardwalk Users
Friends of Yesler Swamp asks 
everyone, please do not jog on 
the boardwalk. The pin piles that 
support the boardwalk are 
“floating” on the peat bog beneath 
the trail. Jogging pounds them into 
the peat and will ruin the boadwalk. 
This trail belongs to all of us. 
Please help make it last for  
generations of swamp lovers.  n 

Speeding on our 
neighborhood  
streets continues to be 
prevalent and concerning.  
For the safety of all,  
please slow your roll.
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Laurelhurst Community Club
PMB #373, 4616 25th Ave. NE

Seattle, WA 98105

OFFICERS & TRUSTEES
 

Colleen McAleer, President  206-525-0219  billandlin@aol.com

206 area codes for all

Brian McMullen, VP   367-9325 
Emily Dexter, Treas.  526-2927 
Katherine Burk, Sec. 849-4955 
Pat Chaney  601-8109
Kay Kelly    409-7001 

Jim Rupp   524-5880
Connie Sidles 522-7513 
Stan Sorscher 522-7660 
Jan Sutter 683 9280 
Don Torrie 524-4316 

Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net;  
Leslie Wright, editor, 206-229-1505 
Security Patrol: crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com 
Aircraft Noise Hotline 206-433-5393 
Animal Control 206-386-7387 
Community Center 206-684-7529 
Laurelhurst Beach Club (business) 206-729-3724 
Police, Non-emergency 206-625-5011
Street Light Out, City Light 206-684-7056 
24-Hour Crisis Line 206-461-3222 

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com

     March 2022

All in, for Laurelhurst.

If  you can dream it,  
we can find it.

Chet Crile . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Kim Dales . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Cathy Millan . . . . . . . . . . .
Renee Menti Ruhl . . . . . .
Barbara Shikiar . . . . . . . . 
Jeri Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Maggie Weissman . . . . . . 

206.498.4606
206.235 .7772
206.228.8558
206.850.1800
206.484.2446
206.295.8785
206.226.0543

CHOOSE A BROKER FROM YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD.

YOUR AD HERE!

Contact 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net 

$375 for 5 issues 
Your advertising supports 

the newsletter.

PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage
PAID
Seattle, WA
Permit No. 1125

ECRWSS

ECRWSSEDDM

Postal Customer
Seattle, WA 98105

Sustainably-sourced, locally-made
mattresses, bedding, seating & more

324 NE 45th St, Seattle | bedroomsandmore.com 

Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc. 
(206) 522-7003 

Helen Kelleher Senseney    206-909-9367 
Eddie Muanda   206-915-7041  
Cynthia Williams                      206-769-7140
Jenn Flynn                           206-427-3900

Locally Owned Real Estate Company
Excellent reputation,

customized customer service,  
team approach.

3505 NE 45th St. 
Seattle 98105 

  

A   home   organizing   service   using   sustainable   materials   and   practices.   

   thetidymagpie.com               425.276.1836              hello@thetidymagpie.com   
  

  

  

A   home   organizing   service   using   sustainable   materials   and   practices.   

   thetidymagpie.com               425.276.1836              hello@thetidymagpie.com   
  

  

Engage with Your City 

Let your councilmember and new 
mayor know what’s on your mind. 
Bruce Harrell, Mayor 
Phone: 206-684-4000 
Email: bruce.harrell@seattle.gov
Alex Pedersen, District 4 
Northeast Seattle 
Chair: Planning, Land Use & Zoning 
Chair: Chair, Transportation & 
Utilities  
Phone: 206-684-8808 
Email: alex.pedersen@seattle.gov

Please Pay 2022 $80 
Annual Dues Online at 
www.laurelhurstcc.com 
by credit card or Paypal; or mail 
your check to the PO Box shown 
on page 4. Your dues payment 
supports proactive efforts on land-
use matters, environmental and 
traffic issues, crime prevention, 
communications, and more.  
LCC requires a healthy balance 
sheet to address these issues 
important to neighbors. 
Thank you!  


