
Published by the Laurelhurst Community Club                            May 2022

LAURELHURST
L               E               T               T               E               R

Celebrating our Seattle neighborhood since 1920

Color Palette

Midnight Navy
#061D3F

Sea Blue
#06475B

Lakeside Aquamarine
#589AA5

Stormy Grey
#8A9FA0

Sunburst Yellow
#E39D4C

Typography

Aa
Ananda Black
Regular

��
Minion Variable Concept
Semibold
Medium

Variations

LCC Annual Neighbors 
Meeting Mon., June 13 
6:30 to 8 p.m., via Zoom 
We also may be able to meet in 
person at St. Stephen’s. Details will 
be confirmed in advance. Election of 
trustees will take place. 
n  Keynote speakers from the 
Talaris Redevelopment Project 
Team Will Present Their Proposal
The Talaris/Battelle site’s existing 
seven buildings and entire landscape 
have been a designated Seattle 
landmark since November 6, 2013.
Over these past years, various 
development projects have been 
proposed for the campus. The most 
recent plans submitted to the City 
include: 48 homesites added to the 
landscape; the re-use of five of the 
seven existing buildings; demolition 
of two landmarked buildings; and 
doubling the size of the existing 
conference center building. 
LCC has been at the negotiating 
table with the owners, the owners 
development representative, the 
architects (Bassetti) and the 
landscape architects (Site Workshop) 
to support the preservation of the 
site and existing tree canopy, while 
forming an appropriate development 
plan for the owner.
Find out the newest details of these 
plans straight from the sources!  n

Cars, Pedestrian Safety, and Crosswalks
LCC trustees and neighbors have expressed increasing concern about 
speeding vehicles and unsafe crossings for pedestrians, especially on the 
well-traveled major arterials. Marked crosswalks have been the gold 
standard for ensuring safe roadway passage for kids through seniors; 
however, in a recent transportation study, the City of Seattle found that 
fewer than 20 percent of drivers stopped at painted crosswalks. SDOT 
also reported that over two-thirds of the 300 vehicle/pedestrian 
accidents in 2020 occurred at intersections. 
Washington State (RCW46.61.235) law specifies that an intersection is 
where roads cross each other, stating: “Every intersection is a crosswalk 
and drivers must stop for pedestrians, whether it is an unmarked or 
marked crosswalk. Bicyclists in crosswalks are considered pedestrians.”
LCC has reached out to the City’s Chief Safety Engineer and his team 
and to CM Pedersen’s team to address several concerns, especially along 
NE 41st St. and Mary Gates Memorial Drive. They will partner to 
recommend engineered solutions to ensure that pedestrians will be 
better protected as they cross busy streets. 
Please yield to pedestrians at intersections. Laurelhurst drivers can 
lead the way with their examples to make the City safer for all and 
achieve Vision Zero for no pedestrian deaths. 

LCC Food Drive to benefit 
University District Food Bank 
Saturday, May 21 
9 to 11 a.m.  
Laurelhurst Community Center 
Driveway. Non-perishable food and 
checks appreciated.

Volunteers needed: ages 13 and 
older. Text Colleen 206-849-2109 
or email lccvolunteers2020@aol.
com by May 18.  n 

Seattle Day of Service Saturday, May 21 
The One Seattle Day of Service is an invitation from Mayor Harrell “to 
every Seattle neighbor to roll up your sleeves, come together, and give 
back.... A wide range of opportunities include cleaning and beautification, 
gardening and restoration, helping neighbors in need, and more.”
Many City-wide volunteer slots are filled, but check the City’s website for 
opportunities: https://www.seattle.gov/mayor/one-seattle-initiatives/
day-of-service
Projects in our neighborhood May 21: 
n  LCC’s Food Drive, 9 to 11 a.m., Community Center Driveway. 
n  Laurelhurst’s traffic circles refresh; 9 to 11 a.m., various locations. 
n  Boulevard (43rd Ave. NE), spring cleanup, 9 to 11 a.m.
n  SUN Park (47th and 47th), Weed and Sweep, 9 to 11 a.m.
If you've had your eye on something that needs attention, why not 
gather a few friends and tackle it? For supplies, see page 3.  n 

Sign up for LCC’s Constant Contact 
electronic newsletter for time-
critical communications: email 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net.

Navigating Spring and Summer Road Messes
Both the Montlake Cut and I-5 South areas are likely to create frequent 
construction obstacles and travel nightmares as work continues on 
SR520 and I-5. Transit could be a great option. 
Check out the King County Metro website for all the details:  
https://kingcounty.gov/depts/transportation/metro.aspx 
Find tips for bus/light rail routes, schedules, and fares; ORCA card 
purchase (a reloadable smart card that can be used to pay fare on 
multiple transit agencies across the Puget Sound region); learn how to 
take your bike on transit services; ride the Water Taxi from downtown to 
West Seattle; and more. Metro routes 31/32 depart Seattle Children’s 
Hospital on NE 45th St. and conveniently stop near Safeway/U Village, 
the new Brooklyn light rail station, and all the way to Seattle Center.  n
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Each month, trustees review Calls and Concerns from neighbors. Please 
contact any trustee to bring up something you would like LCC to be aware of 
or consider action on or if you need assistance with City government offices.

Union Bay, Lake Levels, and Living Marsh
Written by Jim Rupp, LCC trustee and historian
When I was a kid we’d often spend part of the day wandering around 
the edges of Union Bay. “Where did you go today?,” my father would 
ask. “We went to the swamp.” “That’s all well and good,” he’d reply, 
“but it’s not a swamp, it’s a marsh.” He was right of course.
All along the edge of Union Bay, from Laurelhurst around the shore to 
the Arboretum, is marshland, characterized by low, wet land, 
sometimes partially flooded, with healthy collections of grasses, 
cattails and rushes. The one exception is Yesler Swamp, that portion of 
the Union Bay area, off of NE 41st and Surber Drive. It is also partially 
or intermittently covered by water, but the swamp environment is 
dominated by trees and other woody vegetation. You can walk along 
the paths in the swamp and see the difference, and look out from 
viewing points and observe what’s going on in the marsh. 
In her book, Where the Crawdads Sing, Delia Owens tells us that 
“Marsh is not swamp. Marsh is a space of light, where grass grows in 
water, and water flows into the sky…within the marsh, here and there, 
true swamp crawls into low-lying bogs, hidden in clammy forests. 
Swamp water is still and dark…there are sounds, of course, but 
compared to the marsh, the swamp is quiet because decomposition is 
cellular work. Life decays and reeks and returns to the rotted duff.” 
Her swamps in North Carolina are much more extensive than ours, but 
you get the idea.
Before the Ballard Locks were opened in 1917, the level of Lake 
Washington was 8.8-feet higher. What we now know as sloping lawns 
and lovely gardens along the Laurelhurst shoreline was all submerged. 
Marshlands extended up to Montlake Boulevard and inundated what is 
now the University Village. My grandmother, who was born in 1885, 
had a friend who used to canoe into the U Village area. Years later, 
when the shopping center’s roads - all built over fill - used to sag and 
create a rolling car ride, my mom would say, “Uh oh. Here we go. 
Down to the lily pads!” 
Lily pads are abundant on summer days in the marsh. Great Blue 
Herons stand at the marsh edges, waiting patiently for fish, perhaps a 
frog, to wander by. Sometimes, if you’re lucky, you’ll get to see the 
smaller Green Heron or an American Bittern. Red-winged blackbirds 
call out among the cattails and proclaim their territories. Little birds flit 
about, but I often can’t identify them. Laurelhurst neighbor and LCC 
trustee Connie Sidles knows what they are though. Her book, In My 
Nature - A Birder’s Year at the Montlake Fill, is a worthwhile read. 
And if you want to read what the area was like seventy years ago, 
check out Union Bay - The Life of a City Marsh by Harry Higman and 
Earl Larrison.  n

Water Is Life. Prepare.
Here comes summer: sun, fun, 
wildfires and smoke! No matter 
the season, we still live in an 
earthquake-prone area. LEAP 
(Laurelhurst Emergency Action 
Plan) has manageable steps to help 
you prepare.
Water is crucial   
Current guidelines say to store 14 
days of water: 1 gallon/day per 
person plus 1/3 gallon/day per 
each pet. 
Lake Washington myth  
Many residents near the lake 
believe they can drink lake water 
after a major earthquake. Not a 
good idea! Lake Washington will 
likely be contaminated with fecal 
matter, oil, gas, and toxic 
chemicals from ruptured sewer 
lines, damaged boats, and broken 
pipes at marine gas stations. Water 
filtering and boiling may kill 
bacteria but won’t remove heavy 
metals, salts, and other chemicals 
in the lake. LEAP has a safer, 
simpler solution: store water now. 
Purchase your water supply 
Purchase commercially bottled 
water; store unopened in any – 
and many – cool dark places. 
(Rectangular 2.5-gallon jugs have a 
handy spigot and stack neatly.) 
Store unopened water jugs for the 
life of the container. 
Water sources in the house  
There is additional clean water in 
your house, especially in your 
water tank. First, protect your tank 
from contamination ASAP by 
turning off the water to the house 
and, if possible, to the tank. 
Store water disinfection supplies 
You must disinfect water from 
additional household sources. 
Purchase a quart of unscented 6% 
or concentrated 8.25% chlorine 
bleach. Write the purchase date on 
the bottle, and replace it every six 
to eight months. Keep an eye 
dropper and a printed copy of the 
disinfecting instructions on page 3 
with the bleach bottle. 

Laurelhurst Spring Market  
and Bake Sale, May 15.  
See Calendar for details.  
Questions/vendor registration: 
Laurelhurstspringmarket@gmail.
com.  n

Ship to Shore: Boat Parking on the Street
Each spring throughout the boating season, neighbors express concern 
or have questions about boats/trailers parked on residential streets and 
inquire what is allowable per City code. 
No vehicle wider than 80” can be parked legally on the street 
between midnight and 6 a.m.
If a boat/trailer is less than 80” wide, it can be parked on the street 
providing the trailer is hitched to a vehicle. The 72-hour rule applies 
– meaning that the boat and vehicle must be moved every 72-hours. 
To report abandoned vehicles or a car that has been parked for more 
than 72 hours, please go to www.seattle.gov/transportation/parking/
parking72hour.htm.  n



206.545.1092 
familyresourcehomecare.com

Providing quality 
in-home / live-in care 
that supports comfort 
and independence.

Call (206) 523-7315 for a 
personal visit and to learn more

about Ida Culver House Ravenna.
  2315 NE 65th St, Seattle • eraliving.com          
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UNCLASSIFIEDS
BEST CLEANING LLC: 29 Years cleaning 
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Regular 
cleaning and special projects; references from 
current clients; quality guaranteed. 206-948-
2433. bestcleaning@outlook.com
OPPORTUNITY: Feeling a need to be more 
connected to your wider community? Check 
out the NEST website (www.nestseattle.org) or 
phone us at 206-525-6378 for an introduction 
to the programs, opportunities, friendships, 
and support NEST offers its members.
PAINTING: Luis Ramirez 206-465-3593. 
Interior and exterior. Great Laurelhurst 
references. Bonded and insured. Any size job.
PIANO: Well-loved Kimball piano needs a new 
home. Small upright size, traditional mahogany 
case. Same family for 63 years. 206-524-3928.

Call (206) 306-7920 for a 
personal visit & to learn more.

Where senior living is full of JOY.

  450 NE 100th Street, Seattle • aljoya.com          

206-498-4606
ccrile@windermere.com

Living Laurelhurst, Selling Laurelhurst

CALENDAR
May 9 (Mon.) 6:30 to 8 p.m.  
LCC Trustees meeting via Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89158249695
May 15 (Sun.) 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
Laurelhurst Spring Market and  
Bake Sale Local fine art, crafts, 
collectibles, home decor, kids’ tables +  
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church Great Hall  
4805 NE 45th St.
May 21 (Sat.) 9 to 11 a.m. 
Seattle Day of Service (see page 1)
May 21, 22 (Sat./Sun.) 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
U District Street Fair
June 11 (Sat.) 9 to 11 a.m.   
SUN Park Weed and Sweep 
47th Ave. NE and NE 47th St.  
Everyone welcome! No experience needed.
June 11 (Sat.) All day  
UW Commencement Ceremonies 
Husky Stadium and Campus 
June 13 (Mon.) 6:30 to 8 p.m.  
LCC Annual Neighbors Meeting 
Details to follow via Constant Contact
Drop off donations for Elizabeth 
Gregory House, a U District women’s 
shelter: Huda Giddens at 4338 NE 44th St.  
(Leave in green bin at front of house.) 
Gently used shoes needed for the 
homeless and distributed through Blessed 
Sacrament parish’s Outreach to the Poor 
in the U District. Place near front door, 
3891 44th Ave. NE.

Chip Kennaugh Co.
206-487-3830

chipkennaugh@gmail.com
chipkennaugh.com

30 Years
Horticulture

Expertise

Serving Seattle & Vicinity

Fine Pruning of
Small Trees & Shrubs

(206) 682-7110
Allcoveredpainting.com 

SAVE 10%!
Mention this ad to save!

Thanks to our advertisers for their support. 
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KAREN PECOTA

Karen Pecota
Licensed Electrologist since 1977

  206.794.1258
  www.sandpointelectrolysis.com
Hawthorne Hill Professional Center
4026 NE 55th Street, Suite E

www.sand-point-electrolysis.com

RAPID COMPUTER HELP: PC/Mac. 
Upgrades; hardware, software installation; 
troubleshooting, repair. Spyware, virus 
removal. Windows, MS Office certifications. 
Local References. Matt, 206-498-8901.
WANTED: Laurelhurst or Windermere Homes–
As Is. Top Dollar Paid. I am local Laurelhurst 
architect and neighbor. No need to fix things, 
stage, or even cleanup. Simple and quick. No 
condition too bad. Quick and easy cash sale. 
Call Mike Tutmarc, LREA, at 206-459-9375.
WANTED: I buy houses in any condition! Quick 
closing if desired, or sell and stay for up to six 
months. Top dollar over competing offers. Call 
today 206-688-0588.
The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times a year. 
DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per issue, with a 
five-issue commitment paid in advance. Laurelhurst-
area businesses have priority. UNCLASSIFIED ADS are 
free for PAID members of the Laurelhurst Community 
Club, except that repeat ads or ads deemed commercial 
(including home businesses, real estate rentals, and 
houses for sale) cost $20; after three entries of the 
same “free” ad within one year, the fee is $20 per 
issue. Student ads for services are $15 per issue. 25-
word maximum. Ads are subject to space availability. 
Email copy to laurelhurstnews@comcast.net. 

6512 12th Ave NE   Seattle WA  98115 east of Roosevelt light rail station

206-528-1980      

Dr. Robin E. Riedinger
Dr. Brandi L. Eskesen

Dr. Adrian E. Nevill

www.hhvh.net

Walk-up COVID Testing 
The City of Seattle provides free Covid-19 
testing through the University of 
Washington. The test site is just off Mary 
Gates Memorial Drive at 4113 Franklin 
Place NE. Testing is by appointment and 
is walk up only. Daily 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Schedule an appointment at uwmedicine.
org/coronavirus/testing. Testing does not 
meet pre-surgery requirements. The City 
will bill your insurer, but testing is 
absolutely free if you are uninsured. 

Water Disinfecting Instructions
6% bleach: Use 8 drops per gallon 
of water; 20 drops per 2.5 gallons.
8.25% bleach: Use 6 drops per 
gallon of water; 15 drops per 2.5 
gallons.
Add proper amount of bleach and 
stir. Let water sit 30 minutes before 
drinking. If water doesn’t have a 
slight chlorine odor, repeat dosage; 
let stand 15 minutes. If water is 
cloudy or very cold, double the 
amount of bleach. 

Crimeprevention@
Laurelhurstcc.com
This email address is the central 
location used to collect and 
communicate information to LCC’s 
off-duty security patrol officers. 
While not instantaneous, the 
quicker you alert via email, the 
faster LCC can get the word out to 
the officers on duty. Please send 
email immediately AFTER you call 
911 on all crime-related issues or 
concerns you would like the patrol 
to know about: Any crime in 
progress; solicitors; suspicious 
circumstances; an alarm going off 
at a neighbor’s house; stolen 
packages; noise issues or problems 
in the park; burglaries or thefts 
after the fact.  n 

Free Clean-up Supplies
Seattle Public Utilities provides 
“Adopt a Street” trash bags, trash 
grabbers, gloves, and orange 
vests. To get Adopt-a-Street 
supplies for your project, call 
206-684-7647 or email 
adoptastreet@seattle.gov.
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LAURELHURST

Laurelhurst Community Club
PMB #373, 4616 25th Ave. NE

Seattle, WA 98105

OFFICERS & TRUSTEES
 

Colleen McAleer, President  206-525-0219  billandlin@aol.com

206 area codes for all

Brian McMullen, VP   367-9325 
Emily Dexter, Treas.  526-2927 
Katherine Burk, Sec. 849-4955 
Pat Chaney  601-8109
Kay Kelly    409-7001 

Jim Rupp   524-5880
Connie Sidles 522-7513 
Stan Sorscher 522-7660 
Jan Sutter 683 9280 
Don Torrie 524-4316 

Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net;  
Leslie Wright, editor, 206-229-1505 
Security Patrol: crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com 
Aircraft Noise Hotline 206-433-5393 
Animal Control 206-386-7387 
Community Center 206-684-7529 
Laurelhurst Beach Club (business) 206-729-3724 
Police, Non-emergency 206-625-5011
Street Light Out, City Light 206-684-7056 
24-Hour Crisis Line 206-461-3222 

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com

     May 2022

All in, for Laurelhurst.

If  you can dream it,  
we can find it.

Chet Crile . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Kim Dales . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Cathy Millan . . . . . . . . . . .
Renee Menti Ruhl . . . . . .
Barbara Shikiar . . . . . . . . 
Jeri Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Maggie Weissman . . . . . . 

206.498.4606
206.235 .7772
206.228.8558
206.850.1800
206.484.2446
206.295.8785
206.226.0543

CHOOSE A BROKER FROM YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD.

YOUR AD HERE!

Contact 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net 

$375 for 5 issues 
Your advertising supports 

the newsletter.

PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage
PAID
Seattle, WA
Permit No. 1125

ECRWSS

ECRWSSEDDM

Postal Customer
Seattle, WA 98105

Sustainably-sourced, locally-made
mattresses, bedding, seating & more

324 NE 45th St, Seattle | bedroomsandmore.com 

Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc. 
(206) 522-7003 

Helen Kelleher Senseney    206-909-9367 
Eddie Muanda   206-915-7041  
Cynthia Williams                      206-769-7140
Jenn Flynn                           206-427-3900

Locally Owned Real Estate Company
Excellent reputation,

customized customer service,  
team approach.

3505 NE 45th St. 
Seattle 98105 

  

A   home   organizing   service   using   sustainable   materials   and   practices.   

   thetidymagpie.com               425.276.1836              hello@thetidymagpie.com   
  

  

  

A   home   organizing   service   using   sustainable   materials   and   practices.   

   thetidymagpie.com               425.276.1836              hello@thetidymagpie.com   
  

  

Engage with Your City 

Let your councilmember and Mayor 
Harrell know what’s on your mind. 
Bruce Harrell, Mayor 
Phone: 206-684-4000 
Email: bruce.harrell@seattle.gov
Alex Pedersen, District 4 
Northeast Seattle 
Chair: Planning, Land Use & Zoning 
Chair: Transportation & Utilities  
Phone: 206-684-8808 
Email: alex.pedersen@seattle.gov

Your Neighborhood  
One-Stop Shop

s 
Specialty Real Estate Group

s 
Laurelhurst Property Management

s 
Specialty Home Loans (NMLS 2154241)

Adrian Chu, MBA
President & Designated Broker

WA 26434 | NMLS 920749
 Call/Text: 206.407.5452 

E-mail: Adrian@AdrianChu.com

Pay 2022 $80 Annual Dues Online 
at www.laurelhurstcc.com


