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LCC Annual Neighbors 
Meeting Mon., June 13 
6:30 to 8 p.m., via Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89158249695
n  Welcome, Colleen McAleer 
n  Election of trustees
n  Councilmember Alex 
Pedersen’s aide, Malik Davis, will 
present City Council highlights 
n  Talaris Redevelopment Project 
Team will present their proposal
The Talaris/Battelle site’s existing 
seven buildings and entire landscape 
have been a designated Seattle 
landmark since November 6, 2013.
Over these past years, various 
development projects have been 
proposed for the campus. The most 
recent plans submitted to the City 
include: 48 homesites added to the 
landscape; the re-use of five of the 
seven existing buildings; demolition 
of two landmarked buildings; and 
doubling the size of the existing 
conference center building. 
LCC has been at the negotiating 
table with the owners, the owners 
development representative, the 
architects (Bassetti) and the 
landscape architects (Site Workshop) 
to support the preservation of the 
site and existing tree canopy, while 
forming an appropriate development 
plan for the owner.
Find out the newest details of these 
plans straight from the sources!
ZOOM Meeting Information
To join the meeting, log in to  
zoom.com and Sign In or Sign Up.  
Then, in the upper right, click 
JOIN A MEETING: 
Meeting ID: 89158249695 
We also will post a meeting link on 
LCC’s website and send a Constant 
Contact email with the link on the 
morning of June 13. 
ZOOM Assistance 
Just make an appointment prior to 
the meeting date. Contact Katherine 
Burk, 206-849-4955, or Stan 
Sorcher, 206-522-7660. Call to 
receive the Zoom link via email.  n

Meet Your Trustees Seeking Reelection June 13
Thank you to all LCC trustees and officers for generously sharing their 
talents and skills to make Laurelhurst a great place to live.
Emily Dexter is a long-time Laurelhurst resident, who lives in the same 
house where she was raised. She has served as a LCC trustee since 2007 
and has been its treasurer for several years. She is a lead on parks and 
open spaces issues and consistently pitches in to help with other projects 
and issues in the community. She is active in the Seattle gardening 
community and enjoys time at a cabin in the San Juans Islands. A retired 
CPA, she also volunteers for the AARP Tax-Aide program.  
Kathryn Kelly has been a Laurelhurst resident for the past 21 years. Her 
LCC activities include coordinating the Annual Sock Drive and 
representing LCC on the both the Seattle Police Department North 
Precinct Advisory Council and the City-University Community Advisory 
Committee (CUCAC). She is a Research Coordinator at the UW Fetal 
Alcohol and Drug Unit and is the Project Director for the Fetal Alcohol 
Spectrum Disorders (FASD) Legal Issues Resource Center, providing 
training and assistance to court professionals as well as individuals 
disabled by prenatal alcohol exposure, their families, and allies.
Brian McMullen has lived in Laurelhurst for 18 years and has served on 
the LCC board for about 10 years. He is currently LCC’s Vice President 
and participates on the Land Use Committee and manages the 
relationship for the neighborhood Crime Prevention Patrol. Outside of 
LCC, he is the managing partner for a mid-size management consulting 
firm and is active in King Country Search & Rescue and King County 
Search Dogs organizations. 
Don Torrie is a long-serving LCC trustee, who grew up in Laurelhurst.  
He represents LCC on the Community Center Advisory Group and lends  
a hand with many neighborhood and community projects. Don volunteers 
for the Seattle Humane Society and for Senior Services, transporting 
seniors unable to drive. He is an avid tennis player with a background  
in accounting.  n

Pathways Park Project Ready to Break Ground
LCC recently wrote an endorsement to support a $850,000 grant from 
the Dan Thompson Memorial Fund for the proposed Pathways Park (Eli’s 
Park Project). This legacy park project, serving children of all abilities, 
will complement their whole-person learning experiences. Pathways Park 
will be a place where families of children who are differently abled can 
connect and share their stories and resources, just as other parents and 
caregivers do at a park. 
This inclusive park (formerly Burke-Gilman Playground) aligns with 
Laurelhurst Elementary School’s mission to devote more of its space and 
resources to educate up to 20 students with intellectual learning and/or 
physical developmental delays. The school is located only a half mile 
from the new Pathways Park. The community welcomed this change. 
Seattle Children’s Hospital new LUNA unit (Sand Point Way NE and NE 
70th Street) will soon open to better serve the thousands of Washington 
state patients, including local children, who are on the autism spectrum. 
Parallel to these services, SCH will open its Behavioral Health Center as 
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Pathways Park from page 1

Sand Point Way and State Route 513
Written by Jim Rupp, LCC trustee and historian
If you are using a navigation app when you leave Laurelhurst on Mary 
Gates Drive, the voice will direct you to turn onto NE 45th Street, and 
some apps will also refer to “State Route 513.” What’s that all about?! 
Well, the 3.35-mile stretch starting at the 520 Interchange, proceeding 
over the Montlake Bridge and along Montlake Boulevard, then on Sand 
Point Way up to the entrance to Magnuson Park at Northeast 65th 
Street, is still a state highway. It is a remnant of a longer highway 
whose origins can be traced way back to 1864 and at one time it 
extended from downtown Seattle to the city limits at NE 145th Street. 
Much of State Route 513 was created in preparation for the Alaska-
Yukon-Pacific exposition, Seattle’s first world’s fair, held on the UW 
campus in 1909.  At that time, the eastern edge of Montlake Boulevard, 
where the UW parking lot is now located, was marshland full of 
cattails. It was still true in 1934, when my father and his UW fraternity 
brothers gathered cattails to decorate for a fraternity party. 
In 1971 the highway’s southern terminus was shortened to begin at 
Highway 520, then in 1991 the north end was terminated at Magnuson 
Park. Our odd little stretch of highway is part of the National Highway 
System, which identifies it as an asset of importance to the national 
economy, defense, and mobility. 
The state still has jurisdiction over State Route 513, which is why, until 
2021, its 35 mph speed limit was higher than that of surrounding 
streets. That higher limit was authorized by the Washington State 
Highway Commission in the 1970s, when my dad was a member of the 
Commission. About a week after that change was implemented, my 
mother was driving home about 11:30 p.m., from a bridge game in 
Washington Park, when she was pulled over near Hec Edmundson 
Pavilion for speeding. “Well officer,” she said, “I’m quite sure I wasn’t 
speeding because my husband is on the State Highway Commission 
and I know they changed the speed limit here to 35.” The officer told 
her she was wrong and gave her a ticket, BUT along about midnight 
our doorbell rang and there was the officer. He apologized to my 
mother and took back the ticket. Mom was right again.
Last year the state agreed with the city that a 30 mph speed limit 
would be safer, so new speed limit signs were installed in March of 
2021. This was part of the city’s ongoing efforts help end traffic deaths 
and serious injuries by lowering speed limits here and there.  n

LEAP Tip 
How to Access Water 
from Your Water Tank
Water is essential to survival, 
especially after emergencies such 
as earthquakes. Current guidelines 
recommend storing a 14-day 
supply of water: 1 gallon/day per 
person plus 1/3 gallon/day per pet. 
There may be usable water in your 
toilet tanks – not the bowls! – and 
in your hot water tank. Water from 
these sources must be disinfected 
before use. (See last month’s 
newsletter for instructions.)
To use water from a hot water 
tank, prevent contamination by 
turning off water to the house and, 
if possible, to the tank. 
1. Find the house water shut-off 
valve. Label the valve with 
instructions to turn right for OFF.
2. Find the tank’s supply pipe by 
running hot water in any sink. The 
tank’s supply pipe will feel cold. 
Label it. 
3. Store a flat-head screwdriver,  
RV hose, and a clean empty 
container near the water heater 
along with the following 
instructions about drinking from 
your water heater:
Shut off water to the house to keep 
water in your pipes clean. If you 
can’t, close the valve that lets 
water into your water tank. 
Cut power to the tank.   
Electric: Flip the breaker supplying 
electricity to the tank.   
Gas: Shut off the gas to the tank. 
Allow water to cool, which takes 
hours. Attach an RV hose to valve 
at bottom of tank.
Break the vacuum by turning on 
any hot water faucet in house.
Open valve at bottom of tank and 
let water run through your RV hose 
to your clean container. If water 
contains rust or sediment, filter it 
using a towel/sock/coffee filter
Before drinking, disinfect the 
water. 
Once life normalizes, refill the 
water heater tank completely 
before turning on its power.
Prepare for your water needs now 
– before a major earthquake.
Water is your best friend for life.  n

an outpatient provider at the Luna unit. Both facilities are just a short 
mile from Pathways Park.
Two miles west of Pathways Park is the Academy for Precision Learning 
– a world-renown, innovative private school for 200 K-12 students who 
are developmentally and/or behaviorally challenged. The school has 
limited outdoor play space for its students, but many will be able to 
access the future park.
Many schools and clinics serving the hundreds of children with special 
needs are located within just a two-mile radius of the City’s new 
Pathways Park. Until this park opens, not one existing Seattle park 
facility is accessible for special needs children. For both parents and their 
children, accessing a recreational outlet with sensory and outdoor 
experiences after a challenging day of intense special education is vital. 
Paige Reichl developed this outdoor concept in 2018 as a tribute to her 
son, Eli. Building permits have been issued, and construction begins this 
summer. A full description of the Burke-Gilman Playground Park 
Renovation/Eli’s Park Project can be found on the Seattle Parks and 
Recreation website.
Celebration Launch Sunday, June 5, 1 to 3 p.m.  



206.545.1092 
familyresourcehomecare.com

Providing quality 
in-home / live-in care 
that supports comfort 
and independence.

Call (206) 523-7315 for a 
personal visit and to learn more

about Ida Culver House Ravenna.
  2315 NE 65th St, Seattle • eraliving.com          
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BEST CLEANING LLC: 29 Years cleaning 
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Regular 
cleaning and special projects; references from 
current clients; quality guaranteed. 206-948-
2433. bestcleaning@outlook.com
PAINTING: Luis Ramirez 206-465-3593. 
Interior and exterior. Great Laurelhurst 
references. Bonded and insured. Any size job.
RAPID COMPUTER HELP: PC/Mac. 
Upgrades; hardware, software installation; 
troubleshooting, repair. Spyware, virus 
removal. Windows, MS Office certifications. 
Local References. Matt, 206-498-8901.
WANTED: Laurelhurst or Windermere Homes–
As Is. Top Dollar Paid. I am local Laurelhurst 
architect and neighbor. No need to fix things, 
stage, or even cleanup. Simple and quick. No 
condition too bad. Quick and easy cash sale. 
Call Mike Tutmarc, LREA, at 206-459-9375.
WANTED: I buy houses in any condition! Quick 
closing if desired, or sell and stay for up to six 
months. Top dollar over competing offers. Call 
today 206-688-0588.
The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times a year. 
DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per issue, with a 
five-issue commitment paid in advance. Laurelhurst-
area businesses have priority. UNCLASSIFIED ADS are 
free for PAID members of the Laurelhurst Community 
Club, except that repeat ads or ads deemed commercial 
(including home businesses, real estate rentals, and 
houses for sale) cost $20; after three entries of the 
same “free” ad within one year, the fee is $20 per issue. 
Student ads for services are $15 per issue. 25-word 
maximum. Ads are subject to space availability. Email 
copy to laurelhurstnews@comcast.net. 

UNCLASSIFIEDS

Call (206) 306-7920 for a 
personal visit & to learn more.

Where senior living is full of JOY.

  450 NE 100th Street, Seattle • aljoya.com          

206-498-4606
ccrile@windermere.com

Living Laurelhurst, Selling Laurelhurst

CALENDAR
June 5 (Sun.) 1 to 3 p.m.   
Pathways Park Launch 
5201 Sand Point Way NE 
June 11 (Sat.) 9 to 11 a.m.   
SUN Park Weed and Sweep 
47th Ave. NE and NE 47th St.  
Everyone welcome! No experience needed.
June 11 (Sat.) All day  
UW Commencement Ceremonies 
Husky Stadium and Campus 
June 13 (Mon.) 6:30 to 8 p.m.  
LCC annual meeting via Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89158249695
June 14 (Tues.) 2:30 to 3:30 p.m.   
Kindergarten Teachers Celebration 
Laurelhurst Elementary, South Playground
July 11 (Mon.) 6:30 to 8 p.m.  
LCC Trustees meeting via Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89158249695
Drop off donations for Elizabeth 
Gregory House, a U District women’s 
shelter: Huda Giddens at 4338 NE 44th St.  
(Leave in green bin at front of house.) 
Gently used shoes needed for the 
homeless and distributed through Blessed 
Sacrament parish’s Outreach to the Poor 
in the U District. Place near front door, 
3891 44th Ave. NE.

Chip Kennaugh Co.
206-487-3830

chipkennaugh@gmail.com
chipkennaugh.com

30 Years
Horticulture

Expertise

Serving Seattle & Vicinity

Fine Pruning of
Small Trees & Shrubs

(206) 682-7110
Allcoveredpainting.com 

SAVE 10%!
Mention this ad to save!

Thanks to our advertisers for their support. 
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KAREN PECOTA

Karen Pecota
Licensed Electrologist since 1977

  206.794.1258
  www.sandpointelectrolysis.com
Hawthorne Hill Professional Center
4026 NE 55th Street, Suite E

www.sand-point-electrolysis.com

6512 12th Ave NE   Seattle WA  98115 east of Roosevelt light rail station

206-528-1980      

Dr. Robin E. Riedinger
Dr. Brandi L. Eskesen

Dr. Adrian E. Nevill

www.hhvh.net

Walk-up COVID Testing 
The City of Seattle provides free Covid-19 
testing through the University of 
Washington. The test site is just off Mary 
Gates Memorial Drive at 4113 Franklin 
Place NE. Testing is by appointment and 
is walk up only. Daily 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Schedule an appointment at uwmedicine.
org/coronavirus/testing. Testing does not 
meet pre-surgery requirements. The City 
will bill your insurer, but testing is 
absolutely free if you are uninsured. 

Sign up for LCC’s Constant Contact 
electronic newsletter for time-
critical communications: email 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net.

Engage with Your City 
Let your councilmembers and Mayor 
know what’s on your mind. 
Bruce Harrell, Mayor 
Phone: 206-684-4000 
Email: bruce.harrell@seattle.gov
Alex Pedersen, District 4 
Chair: Transportation & Utilities  
Phone: 206-684-8804 
Email: Alex.Pedersen@seattle.gov
Members at Large 
Sara.Nelson@seattle.gov 
Teresa.Mosqueda@seattle.gov

Thank You, Day of 
Service Participants
In a “come together” day for 
Seattle, which has survived some 
intense challenges recently, LCC 
supported Mayor Harrell’s call to 
service to the City on May 21. 
Laurelhurst residents volunteered 
across the City and locally to clean 
up green spaces, remove trash and 
graffiti, and restock food bank 
supplies. LCC extends a special 
thank you to neighbors who 
volunteered at these events:  
Leslie Wright, Kay Kelly, Eric 
Schnapper, Jean Amick, Margie 
Heldring, Cary Lassen, Emily 
Dexter, Dana Hurley, Kristen 
Sanders, Evan Sanders 
(Roosevelt HS), and Colleen 
McAleer. It “takes a village” and 
makes a difference in a big city!
And thank you to all who contribute 
throughout the year to serve 
Seattle and our neighborhood.  n 

Beloved Laurelhurst Elementary 
Kindergarten Teachers Leaving
Liz Grant is retiring after 30+ years,  
and Bethany Lara is leaving.  
A surprise celebration honoring their 
impact on Laurelhurst will be held June 
14 from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. on the South 
Playground.
To contribute to the memory books, type 
the following links into your browser:
Liz: https://www.newlywords.com/
liz-grant-s-retirement
Bethany: https://www.newlywords.com/
farewell-bethany
Contact Jen Anderson with questions: 
jjanderson@seattleschools.org
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Laurelhurst Community Club
PMB #373, 4616 25th Ave. NE

Seattle, WA 98105

OFFICERS & TRUSTEES
 

Colleen McAleer, President  206-525-0219  billandlin@aol.com

206 area codes for all

Brian McMullen, VP   367-9325 
Emily Dexter, Treas.  526-2927 
Katherine Burk, Sec. 849-4955 
Pat Chaney  601-8109
Kay Kelly    409-7001 

Jim Rupp   524-5880
Connie Sidles 522-7513 
Stan Sorscher 522-7660 
Jan Sutter 683 9280 
Don Torrie 524-4316 

Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net;  
Leslie Wright, editor, 206-229-1505 
Security Patrol: crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com 
Aircraft Noise Hotline 206-433-5393 
Animal Control 206-386-7387 
Community Center 206-684-7529 
Laurelhurst Beach Club (business) 206-729-3724 
Police, Non-emergency 206-625-5011
Street Light Out, City Light 206-684-7056 
24-Hour Crisis Line 206-461-3222 

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com
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All in, for Laurelhurst.

If  you can dream it,  
we can find it.

Chet Crile . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Kim Dales . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Cathy Millan . . . . . . . . . . .
Renee Menti Ruhl . . . . . .
Barbara Shikiar . . . . . . . . 
Jeri Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Maggie Weissman . . . . . . 

206.498.4606
206.235 .7772
206.228.8558
206.850.1800
206.484.2446
206.295.8785
206.226.0543

CHOOSE A BROKER FROM YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD.

YOUR AD HERE!

Contact 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net 

$375 for 5 issues 
Your advertising supports 

the newsletter.

PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage
PAID
Seattle, WA
Permit No. 1125

ECRWSS

ECRWSSEDDM

Postal Customer
Seattle, WA 98105

Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc. 
(206) 522-7003 

Helen Kelleher Senseney    206-909-9367 
Eddie Muanda   206-915-7041  
Cynthia Williams                      206-769-7140
Jenn Flynn                           206-427-3900

Locally Owned Real Estate Company
Excellent reputation,

customized customer service,  
team approach.

3505 NE 45th St. 
Seattle 98105 

  

A   home   organizing   service   using   sustainable   materials   and   practices.   

   thetidymagpie.com               425.276.1836              hello@thetidymagpie.com   
  

  

  

A   home   organizing   service   using   sustainable   materials   and   practices.   
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Your Neighborhood  
One-Stop Shop

s 
Specialty Real Estate Group

s 
Laurelhurst Property Management

s 
Specialty Home Loans (NMLS 2154241)

Adrian Chu, MBA
President & Designated Broker

WA 26434 | NMLS 920749
 Call/Text: 206.407.5452 

E-mail: Adrian@AdrianChu.com

Each month, trustees review Calls 
and Concerns from neighbors. Please 
contact any trustee to bring up 
something you would like LCC to be 
aware of or consider action on or if 
you need assistance with City 
government offices.

admission@thevilla.org • 206-527-9388


