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Boulevard Traffic Circle Multiple Projects to Impact Neighborhood
Ananda Black
Cleanups Continue
Laurelhurst continues to be ground zero for developers. In addition to
Regular

Have you noticed that the planting
rounds on the 43rd Avenue NE
Boulevard north of NE 41st Street
are looking great?
Trustee Pat Chaney reports that
over the past year, several
neighbors have rolled up their
sleeves to clean up these public
planting areas. The neighbors have
donated their time and muscles to
pull out blackberries, weed, trim
rhodies, and edge the traffic
circles. A huge thank you to all
those who have contributed,
especially Bill and Nancy Nichols,
Brandon Smart, and Matt
Backenstoss. The planting rounds

nearest NE 40th Street still need to
be cleaned, and a neighbor
stopped by one of the work parties
to volunteer to take these on!
In addition, the SDOT landscaping
team continues their great
partnership with the Laurelhurst
neighborhood. After each work
party, they take away the
mountains of cut vegetation and
deliver wood chips to help keep the
weeds at bay. A special thanks to
Gary Hren, SDOT Landscape
Supervisor, and his team for their
collaboration. n

Aegis and new Union Bay apartments, three significant housing projects
Sunburst
Yellow
are currently proposed adjacent to
the heavily
congested five-corners
#E39D4C
intersection. These could generate over 1,000 new SOV trips daily.
n Safeway/Burgermaster site, SDCI project #3039209-EG. LCC
testified at the Early Design Review expressing concerns regarding the
excessive density of the proposed 789 apartment units in eight-to-nine
floor stuctures with 651 parking spaces. The proposed height exceeds
the zoning, and a full-service grocery store and a popular neighborhood
restaurant would be displaced. LCC noted concern that the developer was
planning to save just one mature tree to shade at least 800 residents.
n UW student family housing Laurel Village, along Mary Gates
Memorial Dr. NE through to NE 41st St. As part of the approved 2019
Master Plan, the University just announced plans to quadruple the
number of student housing units and triple the size of the University’s
daycare at that location. LCC will work directly with UW and through
CUCAC to balance the need for housing with a transition to the existing
neighborhood size, scale, and character.
n The Talaris campus is underway with two processes. One is with
the City’s Landmark Preservation Board, and the other is SDCI project
#3030811-LU. The developer’s request is to build 48 new home sites,
remove two landmarked buildings, reduce the existing landscape, double
the size of an existing landmarked building, add a 10,000-square-foot
daycare center and limited food service. LCC has been working directly
with the development group and has been active in providing public
comment for both City processes to balance development with
preservation of the landmarked landscape and buildings. n

2035 OneSeattle Comprehensive Plan Comments

Fall and back-to-school time mean
lots of children walking and biking
to the Villa and Laurelhurst
Elementary, as well as to area
pre-schools.
It’s easy for drivers to speed in a
rush to beat the school bell, and it
is potentially very dangerous. LCC
urges drivers to adhere to speed
limits, be extra mindful of
pedestrians at crosswalks, and
expect the unexpected, such as a
child or pet running into the street.

Every 20 years the City of Seattle’s Office of Planning and Community
Development (OPCD) puts together a master planning document required
by the State’s Growth Management Act (GMA) to update its land use and
related policies. This 2035 OneSeattle plan adopted by the scoping will
be included in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). LCC
submitted extensive comments on the document to help form the
impacts to be studied in the DEIS. OPCD included four zoning
alternatives in the OneSeattle plan (plus one that retains the 2016
existing plan) to achieve the City’s goal of increasing housing units by
112,000 over the 20-year period.
LCC’s complete comment letter can be viewed in its entirety at www.
laurelhurstcc.com. Highlights of LCC’s comments included:
n Housing. The existing 2016 Comp Plan, HALA, and MHA upzones have
produced 70,000 new housing units in only 10 years. At that rate,
140,000 units would be built in 20 years – far exceeding the GMA target
for Seattle – with NO changes to existing zoning needed.
n Energy infrastructure. With the explosive population and job growth
in the past 20 years, the number of new buildings all over the Seattle has
stressed the City’s existing infrastructure. Energy use and type in the
built environment must be studied and identified for new improvements

Slow down and drive responsibly.

OneSeattle Comments continue on page 2

School Zones, Speed
Signs Caution Drivers
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to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and improve air and water quality
to combat Climate Change. Scoping should include burying new
developments’ utility lines for safety and reduction of visual blight.
n Sewer capacity. Sewers, drainage, and overflows of storm water have
had some federally mandated upgrades, but the EIS should study and
identify more upgrades to reduce the spills of sewage into City’s
waterways. The EIS should study a fee structure to pay for increased
SPU capacity to the system before building permits are issued.
n Cellular towers and internet. These should be studied and identified
in the EIS to be certain that all neighborhoods are served at an
affordable price and equitable access.
n Transportation infrastructure. Seattle streets have been sorely
neglected with irregularities, reappearing potholes, sinkholes, and
reduced capacity. The scoping of OneSeattle should include an inventory
to identify safety issues and urgency for repair. Scoping should also
include building new Urban Villages around new Light Rail stations for
easy access and to reduce reliance on SOVs.
n Path to homeownership. None of the five OPCD housing
alternatives provides the lower-income renter a path to homeownership.
Because land and construction costs in Seattle are so expensive, the City
will need to find public or repurposed parcels to build permanent lowincome housing at below market prices. Thus, units to house low-income
residents will have to be subsidized by the government, or other
nonprofits that can provide and sustain the below-market rate units. The
City could study the feasibility of adding land masses over the I-5, SR99,
SR520 highways to “create” and own buildable land. Scoping should be
done for the feasibility of building permanent, affordable new housing
units on new land. This would provide a basis for lower income housing
near transportation corridors. The EIS scoping should study partnering
with nonprofits such as Habitat for Humanity to reduce costs by enlisting
future residents’ “sweat equity” to build their new homes.
n Tree canopy and urban habitat. The City of Seattle is called the
Emerald City. The EIS for the Comp Plan must study the impacts of its
growth strategy policies on its trees, especially the mature and
exceptional trees. These are the trees that clean ever-increasing
pollutants in the air and provide shade to buffer the impacts of hotter
temperatures due to Climate Change. The most recent measurements of
the existing tree canopy show a DECREASE in the past several years,
and scoping must include policies to preserve mature trees.
n Air quality. We must study whether the City’s policies are going to
improve or degrade air quality. Can new structures be carbon neutral?
n Food. Scoping for access to healthy food should be studied in the
OneSeattle Comp Plan. Current mixed-use zoning does not explicitly
ensure healthy food access is built into the housing alternatives. Foodto-go options should be studied as a requirement for efficient meal
options. The EIS should study the inclusion of community gardens and
kitchens in urban villages and centers for building community, sharing
cultural diversity, and educating all ages about food preparation.
n Public access to parks and public recreation. Existing facilities
should be studied and include an inventory of public community centers,
parks, swimming pools, golf courses, and beaches. Identify deficits in
coverage, especially in new urban villages. Public facilities such as
libraries, senior centers, and daycares should also be studied to see if
they have the capacity and hours to serve the growing community of all
ages to provide access to the internet, reading materials, and research
as well as to provide public meeting spaces.
n Police, Fire, and Harbor Patrol services. Seattle has had an
overarching responsibility in its City Charter to provide adequate police
and fire safety protection for the public. The past five years have been
chaotic and unpredictable for public safety staffing requirements. The
OneSeattle Comments continue on page 3

Attend LEAP’s
Communication HUB
Open House
September 24, 10 a.m. to noon
St. Stephens Church
LEAP (Laurelhurst Emergency
Action Plan) has prepared the
neighborhood to cope with a major
disaster by creating an Emergency
Communications HUB. Drop by
LEAP’s open house where four
tents will be set up on the lawn to
demonstrate how the HUB will
function as a central gathering
place to give and receive
information and support following
the loss of all normal methods of
communicating.
Volunteers with LEAP will
demonstrate how the HUB
operates, and informational
brochures on preparing for an
earthquake will be available.
Knowing that COVID risks still
exist, wearing a mask will be
optional, but encouraged. n

Volunteer Opportunity
with The Math Agency
Mike Preiner provided this
information about The Math
Agency. Its mission is to help close
education gaps for students from
disadvantaged backgrounds. Kids
in the program increased their
academic growth rates by two times.
TMA is expanding its Seattle pilot
programs and is working with
partner schools to find volunteers
to coach small math groups (2 to 4
students). Students are typically
between 8 and 11 years old. TMA
provides all of the content and
curriculum: no planning or prep is
required. The time commitment
can range from 2 to 6 hours/week,
either during school hours or after
school (depending on the location).
Interested? Contact Mike Preiner
for more information: mike.
preiner@tollo.us n

Please do not park
scooters and ebikes on
the sidewalk! Use the
parking strip in front of
your home. Thank you.
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OneSeattle Comments continued from page 2

EIS for the Comp Plan should study
and quantify the needed number of
officers, detectives, and support
staff to provide adequate patrols
and crime solving. Harbor Patrol
should be studied to find resources
to restore its services for rescue
and public safety on Seattle’s vast
waterways and enforce public
safety statutes. Fire fighters are
the City’s very first responders and
their staffing should be studied for
optimal response times to
accommodate the City’s residential
and employment growth.
n Schools. Seattle Public Schools,
including preschool for all, must be
scoped in the OneSeattle EIS in
terms of needed capacity and any
realignment for locations of the
schools, based upon trends in
population and school enrollment
patterns. This is particularly true of
the more dense downtown
population, as it grows without any
elementary school to serve
children. Public schools space and
resources could provide evening
classes for English language
learners or computer access and
literacy. Programs and access to
learning tools for immigrants can
help them achieve better jobs and
elevate their households out of
low-paying jobs.
n Historical icons. Study
neighborhood landmarks that are
the cornerstones of its collective
history. To prevent a loss of
“place,” the City should study and
produce an inventory of its most
historically significant icons,
buildings, sites, and places. This
list, in addition to the City’s official
landmarked buildings and places,
can be utilized for preventing a loss
or displacement of the heart and
soul of the past, rooting its future.
n Character and quality. The
OneSeattle Comp plan should study
policies to enhance our City’s
character and take architectural
cues from adjacencies to help
integrate new structures into the
existing built environment and
retain the character and lasting
quality that visually defines Seattle.
Prevent further displacement
caused by permitting lower-quality
structures that need to be replaced
every 25 years. n

UNCLASSIFIEDS

CALENDAR

BEST CLEANING LLC: 29 Years cleaning
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Regular
cleaning and special projects; references from
current clients; quality guaranteed. 206-9482433. bestcleaning@outlook.com
PAINTING: Luis Ramirez 206-465-3593.
Interior and exterior. Great Laurelhurst
references. Bonded and insured. Any size job.
RAPID COMPUTER HELP: PC/Mac.
Upgrades; hardware, software installation;
troubleshooting, repair. Spyware, virus
removal. Windows, MS Office certifications.
Local References. Matt, 206-498-8901.
WANTED: Laurelhurst or Windermere Homes–
As Is. Top Dollar Paid. I am local Laurelhurst
architect and neighbor. No need to fix things,
stage, or even cleanup. Simple and quick. No
condition too bad. Quick and easy cash sale.
Call Mike Tutmarc, LREA, at 206-459-9375.
WANTED: I buy houses in any condition! Quick
closing if desired, or sell and stay for up to six
months. Top dollar over competing offers. Call
today 206-688-0588.

Sept. 12 (Mon.) 6:30 to 8 p.m.
LCC Trustees meeting via Zoom
Check website for new link.
Drop off donations for Elizabeth
Gregory House, a U District women’s
shelter: Huda Giddens at 4338 NE 44th St.
(Leave in green bin at front of house.)
Gently used shoes needed for the
homeless and distributed through Blessed
Sacrament parish’s Outreach to the Poor
in the U District. Place near front door,
3891 44th Ave. NE.

The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times a year.
DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per issue, with a
five-issue commitment paid in advance. Laurelhurstarea businesses have priority. UNCLASSIFIED ADS are
free for PAID members of the Laurelhurst Community
Club, except that repeat ads or ads deemed commercial
(including home businesses, real estate rentals, and
houses for sale) cost $20; after three entries of the
same “free” ad within one year, the fee is $20 per issue.
Student ads for services are $15 per issue. 25-word
maximum.
subjectConstant
to space availability.
Email
Sign upAds
forareLCC’s
Contact
copy to laurelhurstnews@comcast.net.

UW Football Home Games 2022
Sept. 3 Kent State, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 10 Portland State, 1 p.m.
Sept. 17 Michigan State, 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 24 Stanford, TBD
Oct. 15 Arizona, TBD
Nov. 19 Colorado, TBD
Each month, trustees review Calls
and Concerns from neighbors. Please
contact any trustee to bring up
something you would like LCC to be
aware of or consider action on or if
you need assistance with City
government offices.

electronic newsletter for timecritical communications: email
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net.

Living Laurelhurst, Selling Laurelhurst

206-498-4606
ccrile@windermere.com

Providing quality
in-home / live-in care
that supports comfort
and independence.

206.545.1092
familyresourcehomecare.com

206-528-1980

Dr. Robin E. Riedinger
Dr. Brandi L. Eskesen
Dr. Ravneet Kaur
www.hhvh.net
6512 12th Ave NE Seattle WA 98115

east of Roosevelt light rail station

Where senior living is full of JOY.

Call (206) 306-7920 for a
personal visit & to learn more.
450 NE 100th Street, Seattle • aljoya.com

Fine Pruning of
Small Trees & Shrubs
Serving Seattle & Vicinity

Chip Kennaugh Co.
206-487-3830

chipkennaugh@gmail.com
chipkennaugh.com

30 Years
Horticulture
Expertise

Karen Pecota

Licensed Electrologist since 1977
KAREN PECOTA

Call (206) 523-7315 for a
personal visit and to learn more
about Ida Culver House Ravenna.
2315 NE 65th St, Seattle • eraliving.com

SAVE 10%!
Mention this ad to save!

206.794.1258
www.sand-point-electrolysis.com
www.sandpointelectrolysis.com
Hawthorne Hill Professional Center
4026 NE 55th Street, Suite E

(206) 682-7110
Allcoveredpainting.com

Thanks to our advertisers for their support.
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ECRWSS

Laurelhurst Community Club
PMB #373, 4616 25th Ave. NE
Seattle, WA 98105
OFFICERS & TRUSTEES
Colleen McAleer, President 206-525-0219 billandlin@aol.com

ECRWSSEDDM

206 area codes for all

Brian McMullen, VP 367-9325
Emily Dexter, Treas. 526-2927
Katherine Burk, Sec. 849-4955
Pat Chaney		 601-8109
Kay Kelly				 409-7001

Jim Rupp			
Connie Sidles
Stan Sorscher
Jan Sutter
Don Torrie

Postal Customer
Seattle, WA 98105

524-5880
522-7513
522-7660
683 9280
524-4316

Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net;
Leslie Wright, editor, 206-229-1505

Security Patrol: crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com
Aircraft Noise Hotline
206-433-5393
Animal Control
206-386-7387
Community Center
206-684-7529
Laurelhurst Beach Club (business) 206-729-3724
Police, Non-emergency
206-625-5011
Street Light Out, City Light
206-684-7056
24-Hour Crisis Line
206-461-3222

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com

If you can dream it,
we can find it.
Your Neighborhood
One-Stop Shop
s

Specialty Real Estate Group

Locally Owned Real Estate Company
Excellent reputation,
customized customer service,
team approach.

s

Helen Kelleher Senseney

206-909-9367

s

Eddie Muanda

206-915-7041

Cynthia Williams

206-769-7140

Jenn Flynn

206-427-3900

Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc.

3505 NE 45th St.
Seattle 98105

Laurelhurst Property Management
Specialty Home Loans (NMLS 2154241)
Adrian Chu, MBA
President & Designated Broker
WA 26434 | NMLS 920749

Call/Text: 206.407.5452
E-mail: Adrian@AdrianChu.com

(206) 522-7003

All in, for Laurelhurst.

Chet Crile . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Kim Dales . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Cathy Millan . . . . . . . . . . .
Renee Menti Ruhl . . . . . .
Barbara Shikiar . . . . . . . .
Jeri Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Maggie Weissman . . . . . .

206.498.4606
2 0 6 . 2 3 5 .7 7 7 2
206.228.8558
2 0 6 . 8 5 0.1 8 0 0
206.484.2446
206.295.8785
206.226.0543

admission@thevilla.org • 206-527-9388

CHOOSE A BROKER FROM YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD.

A home organizing service using sustainable materials and practices.
A home organizing
service using sustainable materials and practices.
thetidymagpie.com

thetidymagpie.com

Walk-up COVID Testing
The City of Seattle provides free Covid-19
testing through the UW. The test site is
just off Mary Gates Memorial Drive at
4113 Franklin Place NE. Testing is by
appointment and is walk up only. Daily
9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Schedule an
appointment at uwmedicine.org/
coronavirus/testing. Testing does not
meet pre-surgery requirements. The City
will bill your insurer, but testing is
absolutely free if you are uninsured.

425.276.1836

425.276.1836

hello@thetidymagpie.com

hello@thetidymagpie.com

YOUR AD HERE!
Contact
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net
$375 for 5 issues
Your advertising supports
the newsletter.

