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Our Community Center Finally Reopens!
The City’s NE 41st St. community center inside Laurelhurst Park has 
officially reopened! It had been shuddered with Covid-19 closures and 
then closed under the City’s prior administration. Strong advocacy from 
neighbors (over 260 letters were sent) and the testimony and relentless 
advocacy to City officials from LCC led Seattle Parks and Recreation 
(SPR) to fund the center for this year and continuing into the future. 
Thank you to Councilmember Pedersen who was a tenacious supporter to 
all parties within City government to reopen this center.
The doors swung open on September 12 with a start-up schedule. The 
immediate core use is the Indoor Toddler Playland for children five years 
or younger. Hours are 9:30 a.m. to noon on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 
Fridays. No fee is charged, but plan to register for a “Quick Card,” the 
multi-use plastic card that you can scan for any Parks & Recreation 
activities throughout the City. Please be sure that you are counted each 
time you stop in or take a class, so that SPR can tally the usage of this 
center. “Use it or lose it” is a prevailing measure of the viability of 
community centers, so stop in!
Registration for girls and boys basketball leagues began October 4. 
Parents should check in at the community center or SPR website ASAP 
for forms and registration for the slots in Laurelhurst School Gym.
Laurelhurst Community Center hours for fall are Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 2 to 7 p.m., and Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Any new programming will have to fit within these hours 
during this fall season. The new Recreation Coordinator is Robert Bellm, 
who has Northeast Seattle roots and is very experienced, as is his 

Please do not park scooters 
and ebikes on the sidewalk! 
Use the parking strip in front 
of your home. Thank you.

LCC Comments on UW 
Plans for Laurel Village
Recently, the UW outlined its plans 
for renovation and additional 
student housing and child care at 
its Laurel Village site. LCC shared 
its comments  on the plans at 
CUCAC (a UW/City Department of 
Neighborhoods committee) in an 
effort to inform a good outcome for 
more housing, as well as a 
desirable transition to the 
residential neighborhood. LCC 
comment highlights include:
n  Save the mature trees that 
surround the housing structures 
and enhance the livability of the 
site. Trees provide a green buffer 
to the village residents and to the 
adjacent neighborhoods, providing 
shade and vegetation for families 
to enjoy. Of note: Seattle has lost 
3% of its canopy (as opposed to 
the City’s stated policy to grow it  
5% by 2030), and large projects 
such as this should be built in ways 
that preserve the trees that clean 
the air, provide urban habitat and 
shade on increasingly hot days.
n  Use simple uncluttered 
architecture and Northwest neutral 
color palettes and natural 
materials, not reflective facades.
n  Design site so taller buildings 
are next to the higher topography 
on NE 45th Street, which will help 
scale the transition to the adjacent 
low-rise detached houses along 
Mary Gates Memorial Drive.
n  Preserve open space for families 
and daycare use.
n  Reduce single occupancy vehicle 
(SOV) transportation impacts that 
will be created by adding four 

continued on page 2

Revised Talaris Comments Due October 26
A new application for a Master Use Permit (MUP) has been filed for the 
18-acre Talaris entire site and is open for public comment until October 
26, 2022. LCC was granted a two week extension. 
n  The original SEPA review data and checklist submitted for this new 
permit was done on August 10, 2018, for the Quadrant plan. These 
projects are very different, and submitting this outdated information 
cannot satisfy the requirement for this completely new project. To be 
compliant with SEPA, Seattle Department of Construction and 
Inspections (SDCI) conducted an outreach for scoping in 2021 for a new 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) checklist. SDCI should require a 
new EIS, rather than allow the Applicant to copy an incomplete and 
irrelevant EIS substitute for such an iconic landmarked site.
This new plan is similar to what the development team presented at the 
2022 LCC Annual Meeting; however, two significant changes in intensity 
have been recently added. One is the addition of a 10,000-square-foot 
daycare in the 100% expansion of Building D. The other is the addition of 
21 accessory dwelling units (ADUs) on the lots of 21 larger homes. This 
totals 69 houses on the site, not 48. This plan was NOT shown in any 
previous project files, but appeared in the Seattle Landmark Board 
review files in September. While these smaller ADU homes are allowed in 
this zone in Seattle and can provide less expensive housing, they will add 
impacts to the density, parking, and utilities and will reduce the amount 
of trees and vegetation possible on those lots. 
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BE THE FIRST TO KNOW! 
Sign up for LCC’s Constant Contact 
electronic newsl``etter for time-
critical communications: email 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net.

Each month, trustees review Calls 
and Concerns from neighbors. Please 
contact any trustee to bring up 
something you would like LCC to be 
aware of or consider action on or if 
you need assistance with City 
government offices.Comments on Community Center continued from page 1

assistant, Christian Churchill. Robert is working on adding new 
programming and has a network of providers to get classes up and 
running. He has new ideas such as hosting more music and informal 
concerts to make the center come alive again, so stay tuned for more.
Seattle Parks and Recreation partners with the Associated Recreation 
Council (ARC) and offers recreation, lifelong learning, classes, and 
activities. The Laurelhurst Community Center is also available for 
meetings. Fees are charged for exclusive room use. Meeting fees are 
less expensive if staff is already there or if the event is offered as a 
public benefit meeting (fill out form for consideration). 
Drop in informally (and be counted) to see what is happening and chat 
with neighbors. Thank you to all who helped to reopen this wonderful 
community center for all!  n

Talaris Comments continued from page 1

The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times a year. 
DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per issue, with a 
five-issue commitment paid in advance. Laurelhurst-
area businesses have priority. UNCLASSIFIED 
ADS are free for PAID members of the Laurelhurst 
Community Club, except that repeat ads or ads 
deemed commercial (including home businesses, real 
estate rentals, and houses for sale) cost $20; after 
three entries of the same “free” ad within one year, 
the fee is $20 per issue. Student ads for services are 

times the number of current 
housing units (from 80 to 320) and 
tripling the day care “round trips” 
on this site from 77 to 200. The 
increase in trip generation will 
create more congestion at the 
busy five-corner intersection. LCC 
suggested potentially using NE 
45th St. access to ease pressure at 
the five-way intersection.
n  Improve pedestrian safety at 
the hazardous crossing from 
Laurel Village to Clark Road. LCC 
met with the City’s Chief Safety 
Engineer in March 2022 to request 
safety improvements for student 
families and bicyclists who use that 
road to connect to the Light Rail 
station and campus. LCC requests 
that UW also advocate with SDOT 
to protect the safety of its 640 
Laurel Village residents, which will 
include the new day care children 
and more cyclists. 
n  The “fronts” of the new 
residential buildings should face 
Mary Gates Memorial Dr., and the 
back yards should face the interior 
of the site (unlike today) to 
transition to adjacent residences.
LCC expressed its willingness to 
partner with UW and CUCAC to 
refine the new buildings siting, tree 
retention, traffic circulation, and 
materials palette as the Laurel 
Village plans progress.  n

Laurel Village Plans continued from page 1
The State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) requires Landmark Board 
approval on this whole site development, which will cover 40% of the 
landscape in hardscape (buildings, roads, driveways, etc.). This 
percentage may or may not include the new ADUs, which are not posted 
on the large notice sign. A new EIS study should study these impacts.
n  Another concern is that SDCI now is re-classifying the revised 
application with an Early Determination of Non-Significance. Up until this 
permit posting, this project has been reviewed as a project “of 
Significance,” requiring more rigorous study for impacts on trees, 
wetlands, wildlife, light and glare, traffic, etc. The new uses and greater 
coverage of the landmarked site will indeed have significant impacts. LCC 
does not agree with the category of Non-Significance and requests that 
SDCI return this project to its original Determination of Significance.
The permit application seeks approval for 51 parcels of land (home sites 
of 5,000-square-feet) for 48 detached houses and six large tracts for 
uses different from earlier proposals. The application changes some 
buildings from institutional to office use and adds a 10,000-square-foot 
daycare center in Building D, which would double in size. Three of the 
smallest tracts, landmarked buildings A, B ,and C, would be converted 
from three detached homes to six duplexes. The owner requests that 
Building G (the cascading building nearest to NE 41st Street) and the 
Lodge, Building E (at the end of the eastern driveway), be demolished.  
To date, the Seattle Landmark Preservation Board has not approved 
removal of these two buildings nor agreed to the impacts on the site 
from the proposed plan.
LCC will submit comments for the community as a whole, but all 
interested neighbors are encouraged to comment and review any aspect 
of what is being proposed, including retaining landmarked buildings, 
reducing the number of units, reducing the proposed size of building D, 
reducing the number of ADUs, and ways to reduce the building intensity 
to preserve more of the landscape and tree canopy on the site. 
n  To comment on projects, you must register with the City. To view the 
details of the project, go to www.seattle.gov/sdci /permits and then type 
in 3030811-LU in permits and look under “attachments” to read the 
reports and see the details. When you write your comment letter, please 
note that you have to use the City portal. Through that option (www.
seattle.gov/project/comment), type in the permit number and leave your 
comments on the project when it pops up on the permit map. You may 
note that you live near this site, and you will experience the impacts 
from this proposed new development. 
To be effective and accurate, please comment only on the proposed 
subdivision aspects. Please do not state that “someone should make it a 
park.” This is private land owned by Bruce McCaw, and it’s his decision 
on how to use it within the land-use regulations. He is also responsible 
for its maintenance.
More submitted comments will be informative and will help produce 
a better development for the site.   n



UW Football Home Games 2022
Oct. 15 Arizona, TBD 
Nov. 19  Colorado, TBD 

206.545.1092 
familyresourcehomecare.com

Providing quality 
in-home / live-in care 
that supports comfort 
and independence.

Call (206) 523-7315 for a 
personal visit and to learn more

about Ida Culver House Ravenna.
  2315 NE 65th St, Seattle • eraliving.com          
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BEST CLEANING LLC: 29 Years cleaning 
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Regular 
cleaning and special projects; references from 
current clients; quality guaranteed. 206-948-
2433. bestcleaning@outlook.com
HANDYMAN: Patrick Brownd available for 
your home projects: repairs, shelves, TV 
installs, light & plumbing replacement. Local 
references, super nice guy, very practical and 
talented. 206-617-6167 or Handy.Mr.Brownd@
gmail.com. Licensed,bonded,insured.
MOVING? Let Moves Made Simple help. We 
specialize in packing, unpacking, downsizing, 
organizing, de-cluttering and simplifying 
your life. Contact Katie Hennings Larson, 
206.307.9424, www.movesmadesimple.com for 
free consultation.
PAINTING: Luis Ramirez 206-465-3593. 
Interior and exterior. Great Laurelhurst 
references. Bonded and insured. Any size job.
RAPID COMPUTER HELP: PC/Mac. 
Upgrades; hardware, software installation; 
troubleshooting, repair. Spyware, virus 
removal. Windows, MS Office certifications. 
Local References. Matt, 206-498-8901.
WANTED: Laurelhurst or Windermere Homes–
As Is. Top Dollar Paid. I am local Laurelhurst 
architect and neighbor. No need to fix things, 
stage, or even cleanup. Simple and quick. No 
condition too bad. Quick and easy cash sale. 
Call Mike Tutmarc, LREA, at 206-459-9375.
WANTED: I buy houses in any condition! Quick 
closing if desired, or sell and stay for up to six 
months. Top dollar over competing offers. Call 
today 206-688-0588.

UNCLASSIFIEDS

Call (206) 306-7920 for a 
personal visit & to learn more.

Where senior living is full of JOY.

  450 NE 100th Street, Seattle • aljoya.com          

206-498-4606
ccrile@windermere.com

Living Laurelhurst, Selling Laurelhurst

CALENDAR
Oct. 10 (Mon.) 6:30 to 8 p.m.  
LCC Trustees meeting via Zoom 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84961222287 
Meeting ID: 849 6122 2287
Drop off donations for Elizabeth 
Gregory House, a U District women’s 
shelter: Huda Giddens at 4338 NE 44th St.  
(Leave in green bin at front of house.) 
Gently used shoes needed for the 
homeless and distributed through Blessed 
Sacrament parish’s Outreach to the Poor 
in the U District. Place near front door, 
3891 44th Ave. NE.

Chip Kennaugh Co.
206-487-3830

chipkennaugh@gmail.com
chipkennaugh.com

30 Years
Horticulture

Expertise

Serving Seattle & Vicinity

Fine Pruning of
Small Trees & Shrubs

(206) 682-7110
Allcoveredpainting.com 

SAVE 10%!
Mention this ad to save!

Thanks to our advertisers for their support. 
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KAREN PECOTA

Karen Pecota
Licensed Electrologist since 1977

  206.794.1258
  www.sandpointelectrolysis.com
Hawthorne Hill Professional Center
4026 NE 55th Street, Suite E

www.sand-point-electrolysis.com

6512 12th Ave NE   Seattle WA  98115 east of Roosevelt light rail station

206-528-1980      

Dr. Robin E. Riedinger
Dr. Brandi L. Eskesen

Dr. Ravneet Kaur

www.hhvh.net

Engage with Your City 

Let your councilmembers and 
Mayor know what’s on your mind. 
Bruce Harrell, Mayor 
Phone: 206-684-4000 
Email: bruce.harrell@seattle.gov
Alex Pedersen, District 4 
Chair: Transportation & Utilities  
Phone: 206-684-8804 
Email: Alex.Pedersen@seattle.gov
Members at Large 
Sara.Nelson@seattle.gov 
Teresa.Mosqueda@seattle.gov

Beer, Brats & Bingo  
Friday October 21
St. Stephen’s Great Hall 
4805 NE 45th St. 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
Fun prizes, Octoberfest food, craft 
beer. All are welcome! Proceeds 
support local youth programs. 
Tickets at ststephens-seattle.org

SCH Street Parking
LCC met with SCH’s Vice President 
and Director of Transportation to 
examine the recently reported 
uptick in incidents of employee 
parking in non-approved spaces 
around the adjacent 
neighborhoods. Both LCC and SCH 
re-affirmed the long-standing 
transportation management plan 
(TMP), which designates that 
authorized on-site and off-site 
parking places must be made 
available to accommodate all of its 
staff and vendors. Parking on 
residential streets near their 
campus is strictly prohibited.
One of the reasons for the recent 
escalation of violations was due to 
the prolonged absences and 
subsequent retirement of Children’s 
long-term patrol manager. SCH has 
now implemented and expanded a 
new program to monitor and issue 
employee parking violations via 
email and has a data base to track 
their vehicles. The Director of 
Transportation shared that, on 
average, they run 38 license plates 
daily and issue about three 
citations. They found that newer 
employees are often first-time 
violators. Employees can be 
terminated for numerous citations.
Their findings noted that some 
all-day parkers are not SCH 
employees but work in other 
businesses or use transit. If 
neighbors do experience individuals 
who may be parking violators, the 
SCH parking patrol can be reached 
via email and officers will follow up.  
Neighbors can submit license plate 
numbers or photos for review to: 
Transportation@SeattleChildrens.
org  n
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Laurelhurst Community Club
PMB #373, 4616 25th Ave. NE

Seattle, WA 98105

OFFICERS & TRUSTEES
 

Colleen McAleer, President  206-525-0219  billandlin@aol.com

206 area codes for all

Brian McMullen, VP   367-9325 
Emily Dexter, Treas.  526-2927 
Katherine Burk, Sec. 849-4955 
Pat Chaney  601-8109
Kay Kelly    409-7001 

Jim Rupp   524-5880
Connie Sidles 522-7513 
Stan Sorscher 522-7660 
Jan Sutter 683 9280 
Don Torrie 524-4316 

Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net;  
Leslie Wright, editor, 206-229-1505 
Security Patrol: crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com 
Aircraft Noise Hotline 206-433-5393 
Animal Control 206-386-7387 
Community Center 206-684-7529 
Laurelhurst Beach Club (business) 206-729-3724 
Police, Non-emergency 206-625-5011
Street Light Out, City Light 206-684-7056 
24-Hour Crisis Line 206-461-3222 

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com

    Ocober 2022

All in, for Laurelhurst.

If  you can dream it,  
we can find it.

Chet Crile . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Kim Dales . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Cathy Millan . . . . . . . . . . .
Renee Menti Ruhl . . . . . .
Barbara Shikiar . . . . . . . . 
Jeri Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Maggie Weissman . . . . . . 

206.498.4606
206.235 .7772
206.228.8558
206.850.1800
206.484.2446
206.295.8785
206.226.0543

CHOOSE A BROKER FROM YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD.

YOUR AD HERE!

Contact 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net 

$375 for 5 issues 
Your advertising supports 

the newsletter.

PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage
PAID
Seattle, WA
Permit No. 1125

ECRWSS

ECRWSSEDDM

Postal Customer
Seattle, WA 98105

Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc. 
(206) 522-7003 

Helen Kelleher Senseney    206-909-9367 
Eddie Muanda   206-915-7041  
Cynthia Williams                      206-769-7140
Jenn Flynn                           206-427-3900

Locally Owned Real Estate Company
Excellent reputation,

customized customer service,  
team approach.

3505 NE 45th St. 
Seattle 98105 

  

A   home   organizing   service   using   sustainable   materials   and   practices.   

   thetidymagpie.com               425.276.1836              hello@thetidymagpie.com   
  

  

  

A   home   organizing   service   using   sustainable   materials   and   practices.   

   thetidymagpie.com               425.276.1836              hello@thetidymagpie.com   
  

  

Your Neighborhood  
One-Stop Shop

s 
Specialty Real Estate Group

s 
Laurelhurst Property Management

s 
Specialty Home Loans (NMLS 2154241)

Adrian Chu, MBA
President & Designated Broker

WA 26434 | NMLS 920749
 Call/Text: 206.407.5452 

E-mail: Adrian@AdrianChu.com

admission@thevilla.org • 206-527-9388

Walk-up COVID Testing 
Seattle provides free Covid-19 testing 
through the UW. The test site is just off 
Mary Gates Memorial Drive at 4113 
Franklin Place NE. Appointment and walk 
up only. Daily 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Schedule an appointment at uwmedicine.
org/coronavirus/testing. Testing does not 
meet pre-surgery requirements. The City 
will bill your insurer, but testing is 
absolutely free if you are uninsured. 


