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Transportation Safety Improvements Needed
LCC trustees Colleen McAleer, Pat Chaney, and Katherine Burk 
recently met SDOT’s new Director of Transportation, Greg Spotts, for a 
productive “walk and talk” tour to discuss existing and future impacts of 
the growth planned around the Five Corners intersection (NE 45th St., 
Union Bay Place NE, Mary Gates Memorial Drive NE, and 35th Ave. NE). 
In alignment with Seattle’s Vision Zero goals, LCC is advocating for 
additional pedestrian safety measures and accessible alternative 
transportation modes to reduce Climate Change impacts.  
The need for improvements and planing is urgent as an additional 3,000 
new residents are expected in the next few years. Topics covered with 
Transportation Director Spotts included:
Sidewalks 
Originally zoned for light industrial warehouses, the sidewalks along 
Union Bay Place NE and NE Blakely St. to 25th Ave. NE are inconsistent 
and unsafe. The corridor is now multi-familiy and sidewalk improvements 
are needed.
The sidewalks along UW property from NE 45th St. and Montlake Blvd. to 
the Husky Stadium Light Rail Station and connecting to the new WSDOT 
land bridge over SR520 at Montlake are in poor condition and not well lit, 
which discourages pedestrian use. 
The sidewalk/walkway along the south side of the NE 45th St. Viaduct to 
the UW is very narrow and closely abuts vehicular traffic. The terminus 
at NE 45th St. entering University Village is not well signed and funnels 

How to Report Crime
Always call 911 first to report  
a crime. Crimeprevention@
laurelhurstcc.com is the central 
email location used to collect and 
communicate information to LCC’s 
security patrol officers on duty in 
our neighborhood. While not 
instantaneous, the quicker you 
send the email, the faster LCC can 
get the word out to the officers. 
Use crimeprevention@
laurelhurstcc.com to convey crime-
related issues or concerns that you 
would like the patrol to know about, 
such as:
n  Any crime in progress.
n  Aggressive solicitors.
n  Suspicious circumstances, such  
 as cars without license plates.
n  An alarm going off at a  
 neighbor’s house.
n  Stolen packages.
n  Park noise issues or problems.
n  Burglaries or thefts after the fact.
If you subscribe to the patrol, send 
an email in advance to alert the 
patrol of your vacation dates.
For security purposes, any 
information you share with the 
Crimeprevention@Laurelhurstcc.
com address will be kept 
confidential.
Brian McMullen, LCC Crime  
Prevention trustee

Neighborhood Medians’ Landscape Project
The Laurelhurst Community Club’s Special Neighborhood Project of 
revitalizing the four landscaped medians across from the UW Center for 
Urban Horticulture on Mary Gates Drive and NE 41st Street is proceeding 
well. Phase One is completed and Phase Two will begin this spring. 
Fundraising for the project is also progressing well. LCC treasurer Emily 
Dexter reports that about half of the needed $7,000 has been raised so 
far from community donations through LCC’s annual membership drive. 
Donations have been through the section on the membership form for 
“Ongoing and Special Neighborhood Projects.” They may also be made 
through LCC’s website, https://laurelhurstcc.com/pay-dues/
In Phase One of the project, many dead and diseased plants were 
removed and healthy plants were trimmed, then topsoil and compost 
were added to the long-neglected soil. Pee Wee oak leaf hydrangea, Yaku 
Princess rhododendron, salal, sword ferns, and a large collection of 
ground cover plants were added to that horticultural mix. After 
completing those plantings, seventeen yards of mulch were added as top 
dressing. This work was accomplished by Chip Ragen and his team from 
Ragen & Associates Design/Build and Renovation, who worked closely 
with LCC trustees Pat Chaney and Emily Dexter. The community club is 
grateful to Chip for providing his own time and much of his crew’s labor 
at no cost to LCC. 
Special thanks also goes to the Center for Urban Horticulture, which 
made its on-site compost area available for dumping clean green 
materials from the project, and to the Seattle Department of 

Volunteers Needed for 
Spring Egg Hunt!
Laurelhurst Playfield  
April 8, 10 a.m.
LCC and the staff at the Community 
Center need volunteers to fill the 
eggs (in advance), place the eggs 
by age groups, and do a quick 
clean up that morning. Seniors, 
middle and high schoolers are 
especially welcome to help!
Contact Robert Bellm  
rob.bellm@seattle.gov 
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LEAP Earthquake/
Emergency Tips for 
Your Pets
It is said that animals have the 
ability to anticipate an 
earthquake. Despite such 
forewarning, your pets still need 
their humans to keep them safe 
during and after an earthquake. 
Laurelhurst Emergency Action 
Plan (LEAP) has tips to help  
pet owners.
Include your pets in your Family 
Earthquake Plan and Kit
n  Talk to your cluster neighbors 
now about caring for each other’s 
pets if necessary. Exchange 
information for emergency 
contacts outside your immediate 
area.
n  Keep copies of your pet’s 
vaccination record in your 
emergency kit.
n  Microchip your pet; keep your 
address and phone number 
updated. 
n  Keep contact information for 
the Animal Control Office and 
local animal shelters in case you 
become separated.
n  Make sure family members 
know to post information about 
lost pets at the Laurelhurst Hub 
(located at St. Stephen’s Church, 
4805 NE 45th St.).
n  14-day supply of food and water 
for each pet. (1/3 to 1/2 gallon of 
water per day per pet.) Store food 
in airtight container. Pack bowls. 
n  Medical records and 14 days of 
any medicine your pet needs.
n  First aid necessities.
n  Sanitation needs: pet litter and 
box; bags for pet waste disposal.
n  A photo of you and your pet to 
help identification and ownership.
n  Toys, treats, and bedding to 
comfort your pet.
You must stay safe in order to 
keep your pet safe! Download the 
MyShake app to receive about a 
minute’s warning of an imminent 
earthquake. That’s enough time 
to Drop, Cover and Hold On. 
Plan now, and be your pet’s  
best friend.  n 

Transportation (SDOT) Urban Forestry experts for assessing the health 
and long-term viability of the trees.
Comments about the project have been very positive. Neighbors have 
sent emails expressing gratitude for the improved look of the four 
meridians. One neighbor also noted that improved sight lines have made 
the area safer for pedestrians crossing at NE 41st Street and 36th 
Avenue NE.
In Phase Two of this important community improvement project, four or 
five Holly Oak trees will be planted to replace diseased trees and fill a 
few empty spaces. If fundraising efforts are successful, additional oak 
leaf hydrangeas and rhododendrons will also be planted. 
In the past year LCC has worked closely with members of SDOT’s 
Landscape Irrigation department staff who have ensured that the median 
sprinkler system is up to the task of keeping the plants well watered. 
Thanks to their efforts, and those of so many others, we can all watch 
the new collection of plants grow and flourish.  n

into a dark underpass. Many students and employees use this route.
Crosswalks
Marked crosswalks are non-existent along the Union Bay Place/NE 
Blakeley St. corridor, and a mid-point crossing was discussed.
LCC has asked SDOT to install an enhanced, user-activated lighted 
crosswalk between UW’s Laurel Village on Mary Gates Memorial Dr. NE 
and Clark Road for the safety of pedestrians, daycare users, and bicycle 
crossings. LCC has been working with the City’s Chief Safety engineer on 
this project over the last year and required attention from Mr. Spotts.  
Traffic signals and congestion
With 3,000 more residential units adding to increased congestion within 
two years, achieving optimal traffic light synchronization is key to moving 
very large volumes of traffic along the Northeast corridor. In addition, 
the City budget needs to allocate infrastructure resources and invest in 
traffic improvements around the U Village Urban Center, where no major 
changes have been made as usage has increased over the past several 
years. SDCI always states, “No impacts,” when approving each new 
development, ignoring the cumulative trip generation impacts that add to 
daily gridlock along Montlake Blvd. and NE 45th St.
Attendees at UW special events exit parking lots at the Five Corners 
intersection and gridlock local residents. Accurate updates to the 
informational sign on NE 45th St. near Safeway are very important to 
managing travel options along the SR513 corridor. 
Metro buses and light rail 
One of the major barriers to entice more transit users is rider safety, 
including enforcing the Code of Conduct. Another is convenient access to 
transit connections for that “last mile.”
Improving Metro transit stops and adding at least a roof, may encourage 
users to hop on the bus with groceries, rather than using a vehicle.
Other topics
LCC expressed to Mr. Spotts its opinion that SDCI should not be 
permitted to grant SDOT “departures” for projects that worsen 
pedestrian safety. LCC also requested that Seattle’s budget for its 
bridges support maintainence per the City Auditor’s Bridge Survey. When 
asked, LCC agreed that impact fees from developers should be part of 
every permit, even for piecemeal developments, to contribute to safe 
pedestrian passageways to the nearest transit options.  n
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206.545.1092 
familyresourcehomecare.com

Providing quality 
in-home / live-in care 
that supports comfort 
and independence.

Call (206) 523-7315 for a 
personal visit and to learn more

about Ida Culver House Ravenna.
  2315 NE 65th St, Seattle • eraliving.com          
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BEST CLEANING LLC: 30 Years cleaning 
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Regular 
cleaning and special projects; references from 
current clients; quality guaranteed. 206-948-
2433. bestcleaning@outlook.com
MOVING? Let Moves Made Simple help. We 
specialize in packing, unpacking, downsizing, 
organizing, de-cluttering and simplifying 
your life. Contact Katie Hennings Larson, 
206.307.9424, www.movesmadesimple.com for 
free consultation.
PAINTING: Luis Ramirez 206-465-3593. 
Interior and exterior. Great Laurelhurst 
references. Bonded and insured. Any size job.
RAPID COMPUTER HELP: PC/Mac. 
Upgrades; hardware, software installation; 
troubleshooting, repair. Spyware, virus 
removal. Windows, MS Office certifications. 
Local References. Matt, 206-498-8901.
WANTED: Laurelhurst or Windermere Homes–
As Is. Top Dollar Paid. I am local Laurelhurst 
architect and neighbor. No need to fix things, 
stage, or even cleanup. Simple and quick. No 
condition too bad. Quick and easy cash sale. 
Call Mike Tutmarc, LREA, at 206-459-9375.
WANTED: I buy houses in any condition! Quick 
closing if desired, or sell and stay for up to six 
months. Top dollar over competing offers. Call 
today 206-688-0588.
The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times a year. 
DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per issue, with a five-
issue commitment paid in advance. Laurelhurst-area 
businesses have priority. UNCLASSIFIED ADS are free 
for PAID members of the Laurelhurst Community Club, 
except that repeat ads or ads deemed commercial 
(including home businesses, real estate rentals, and 
houses for sale) cost $20; after three entries of the 
same “free” ad within one year, the fee is $20/issue. 
Student ads for services are $15 per issue. 25-word m

UNCLASSIFIEDS

Call (206) 306-7920 for a 
personal visit & to learn more.

Where senior living is full of JOY.

  450 NE 100th Street, Seattle • aljoya.com          

206-498-4606
ccrile@windermere.com

Living Laurelhurst, Selling Laurelhurst

CALENDAR
March 13 (Mon.) 5 to 6:30 p.m.  
LCC Trustees meeting via Zoom 
PLEASE NOTE NEW TIME! 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84961222287 
Meeting ID: 849 6122 2287 – this link is 
just a click away on LCC’s website.
March 11 (Sat.) 9 to 11 a.m.  
SUN Park Weed and Sweep 
47th Ave. NE and NE 47th St. 
April 8 (Sat.) 10 a.m. 
Spring Egg Hunt (12 and under) 
Laurelhurst Park
April 15 (Sat.) 9 to 11 a.m.  
SUN Park Weed and Sweep 
47th Ave. NE and NE 47th St. 
June date to come 
Annual Neighbors’ Meeting 
Featuring SPD Chief Adrian Diaz

Chip Kennaugh Co.
206-487-3830

chipkennaugh@gmail.com
chipkennaugh.com

30 Years
Horticulture

Expertise

Serving Seattle & Vicinity

Fine Pruning of
Small Trees & Shrubs

(206) 682-7110
Allcoveredpainting.com 

SAVE 10%!
Mention this ad to save!

Thanks to our advertisers for their support. 

KAREN PECOTA

Karen Pecota
Licensed Electrologist since 1977

  206.794.1258
  www.sandpointelectrolysis.com
Hawthorne Hill Professional Center
4026 NE 55th Street, Suite E

 www.sand-point-electrolysis.com

The Corydon Building, Building C, #8
5101 25th Avenue NE, Room 28

www.sand-point-electrolysis.com

6512 12th Ave NE   Seattle WA  98115 east of Roosevelt light rail station

206-528-1980      

Dr. Robin E. Riedinger
Dr. Brandi L. Eskesen

Dr. Ravneet Kaur

www.hhvh.net

Crime Update
Three homes on Webster Point 
Road NE were burgarlized on 
February 4 beween 5 and 7:30 
p.m. while homeowners were 
away. Homes were entered from 
the back by smashing sliding glass 
doors on second and third floors. 
Webster Point Crime Watch 
reported that “homes were 
thoroughly searched, trashed, and 
many items were stolen. Copies of 
security footage... show three to 
five men wearing dark clothes and 
masks.”
LCC Crime Prevention and SPD 
recommend keeping doors and 
windows locked at all times. Use 
security lights. Consider investing 
in home alarms and storing 
valuables in safes. n 

Each month, trustees review Calls 
and Concerns from neighbors. Please 
contact any trustee to bring up 
something you would like LCC to be 
aware of or consider action on or if 
you need assistance with City 
government offices.

BE THE FIRST TO KNOW! 
Sign up for LCC’s Constant Contact 
electronic newsletter for time-
critical communications: email 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net.

City Emergency 
Preparation Website 
and Classes
Did you know that “Breaks and 
Bleeds” are the most common 
personal injuries after a quake? 
But, life-threatening bleeding 
injuries can happen anytime. 
When they do, every minute 
counts! Are you prepared to 
handle a bleed? A few minutes 
taken now to learn basic  
techniques could save a life.
Seattle’s Office of Emergency 
Management (OEM) has 
announced its new Stop the Bleed 
webpage, complete with training 
charts and a link to a video 
demonstration. (Search for Seattle 
OEM Stop the Bleed). OEM offers 
many classes, both virtual and 
in-person, to help you prepare for 
a disaster such as an earthquake.
LEAP urges all residents to access 
these excellent resources.
Remember, ‘There’s no harm in 
hoping for the best as long as 
you’re prepared for the worst.” n

landscape design/build firm 
garden pottery 
full landscape maintenance services

RAGEN  
              & Associates

206.329.4737 
info@ragenassociates.com  
ragenassociates.com
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OFFICERS & TRUSTEES
 

Colleen McAleer, President  206-525-0219  billandlin@aol.com

206 area codes for all

Pat Chaney, VP  601-8109 
Emily Dexter, Treas.  526-2927 
Katherine Burk, Sec. 849-4955 
Kay Kelly    409-7001
Brian McMullen  367-9325 

Jim Rupp   524-5880
Connie Sidles 522-7513 
Stan Sorscher 522-7660 
Jan Sutter 683 9280 
Don Torrie 524-4316 

Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net;  
Leslie Wright, editor, 206-229-1505 
Security Patrol: crimeprevention@laurelhurstcc.com 
Aircraft Noise Hotline 206-433-5393 
Animal Control 206-386-7387 
Community Center 206-684-7529 
Laurelhurst Beach Club (business) 206-729-3724 
Police, Non-emergency 206-625-5011
Street Light Out, City Light 206-684-7056 
24-Hour Crisis Line 206-461-3222 

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com

    March 2023

All in, for Laurelhurst.

If  you can dream it,  
we can find it.

Chet Crile . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Kim Dales . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Cathy Millan . . . . . . . . . . .
Renee Menti Ruhl . . . . . .
Barbara Shikiar . . . . . . . . 
Jeri Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Maggie Weissman . . . . . . 

206.498.4606
206.235 .7772
206.228.8558
206.850.1800
206.484.2446
206.295.8785
206.226.0543

CHOOSE A BROKER FROM YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD.
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Postal Customer
Seattle, WA 98105

Quorum-Laurelhurst, Inc. 
(206) 522-7003 

Helen Kelleher Senseney    206-909-9367 
Eddie Muanda   206-915-7041  
Cynthia Williams                      206-769-7140
Jenn Brown Flynn                    206-427-3900

Locally Owned Real Estate Company
Excellent reputation,

customized customer service,  
team approach.

3505 NE 45th St. 
Seattle 98105 

  

A   home   organizing   service   using   sustainable   materials   and   practices.   

   thetidymagpie.com               425.276.1836              hello@thetidymagpie.com   
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Your Neighborhood  
One-Stop Shop

s 
Specialty Real Estate Group

s 
Laurelhurst Property Management

s 
Specialty Home Loans (NMLS 2154241)

Adrian Chu, MBA
President & Designated Broker

WA 26434 | NMLS 920749
 Call/Text: 206.407.5452 

E-mail: Adrian@AdrianChu.com

admission@thevilla.org • 206-527-9388

 

Art classes for everyone at our 
new Sand Point Village studio!


