
Published by the Laurelhurst Community Council                   November 2025

LAURELHURST
L               E               T               T               E               R

Celebrating our Seattle neighborhood since 1920

The 14th Annual 
Laurelhurst Turkey Trot 
Thanksgiving morning 
Thursday, November 27 

This neighborhood tradition gets 
bigger every year. Last year over 
400 runners and walkers took part 
in the Laurelhurst Turkey Trot! 
Come out and have fun with your 
neighbors as we do the 5K Fun Run/
Walk through the neighborhood, 
and support University Food Bank.   
To participate, please just show 
up by 8:45 a.m. at the northeast 
corner of Laurelhurst Park, no 
pre-registration required.  
We are taking non-perishable food 
or cash/check donations for 
University Food Bank.   
Be Pie Worthy! Everybody that 
finishes within 45 minutes gets a 
raffle ticket for the pie raffle, with 
Thanksgiving pies donated by 
Metropolitan Market. 
If you do not want to participate in 
the Turkey Trot but are interested 
in volunteering to help coordinate 
or direct traffic, please contact 
Brian Larson at 206-681-0826, or 
e-mail at brianjonlarson@me.com.  

Time Again to Give a Gift of Holiday Warmth 
LCC is hosting its annual sock, gloves, hat, and scarf drive for those in 
need including: the UW Pioneer Foot Clinic serves unsheltered neighbors; 
Mary’s Place serves women and children; and Youthcare serves 
unsheltered youth, ages 18-24. The challenges of cold weather and low 
supplies are real, and we can all pitch in right now to provide new and 
warm items for men and women in sizes M-XL, as well as children’s sizes.
The podiatrist at Pioneer Square Clinic says our donations make a  
“huge impact.” Items in great demand are indoor-outdoor slippers for 
both men and women.
Please drop off items between now and December 14 at Flooring 
America, 3605 NE 45th St., 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday. 
Neighbors have always donated generously. Thank you!  n 

LCC Communications 
Director Position Open
This is a great opportunity to be 
involved in the neighborhood. 
Flexible schedule. Approximately 
10-15 hours per month. 
Independent contractor.  
Hourly rate to be negotiated. 
Scope of responsibilities: Write and 
edit communications; manage 
website content and updates; 
create newsletters, postcards, 
annual dues and security patrol 
mailings, electronic emails, and 
other communications as needed. 
Attend monthly LCC board 
meetings. Manage paid advertising.
Contact Pat Chaney for a detailed 
job description and/or to submit a 
letter of interest.  
patti.chaney@gmail.com  n

Talaris Site Uncertainty, Neglect Continue 
Twelve years ago, the Talaris Institute (formerly Battelle Memorial 
Institute) campus, designed by renown NBBJ architects Bill Bain and 
David Hoedemakker and Gasworks Park Landscape architect Richard 
Haag, was designated a Seattle landmark. The designation includes the 
exteriors of the seven buildings, as well as the entire landscape and 
spatial references of its vegetation to the structures. 
The owners of the Talaris site, under the entity of the Pistol Creek 
Company, have been working with the City of Seattle to obtain a Master 
Use Permit that would allow them to subdivide the property into 
approximately 48 individual housing units. Substantial resources – 
architects, structural engineers, and Seattle Landmarks Preservation 
Board members – have been collaborating over these past 12 years. 
At the recent September 3 Landmark Preservation Board meeting, the 
owner revealed, to the surprise of all parties, that the property was 
under contract for a potential sale. Landmark Preservation Board 
members asked whether the proposed development plans would be 
pursued with the potential new entity. The current owner does not 
expect that will be the case. 
Public commentors expressed concern that the landscape was 
deteriorating beyond salvageability. The owner representative stated that 
only work required by SFD or SPD for access safety has been done. 
Neighbors have contacted the owner about fallen trees and branches 
blocking the site’s roads after major storms, and they have been 
removed to date. 
The property owners will be required to present a plan or request yet 
another extension by March 2026. LCC checked with the Seattle 
Department of Construction & Inspections, which verified that no further 
analysis nor work on obtaining the MUP occurred in 2025.  n

Please stay tuned for details on security program renewal and 
enhancements for 2026.  n

Want to Know What’s Happening in the ‘Hood?
Sign up for LCC’s Constant Contact electronic newsletter for time-critical 
communications: email laurelhurstnews@comcast.net.  n
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Be Prepared!
Visit LEAP’s webpage for Tips and links to 
get you and your family (and pets) ready  
to face a major unexpected emergency. 
www.laurelhurstcc.com/projects/leap/ n

Foot Care Slippers Donations  
Indoor/outdoor slippers proved to be an 
outstanding hit with Foot Clinic patients at 
UW’s Pioneer Square Foot Clinic. 
(Dearfoams and Isotoner are possibilities 
available on Amazon.) If you would like 
to donate indoor/outdoor slippers, 
please mail or drop them off for Kay Kelly 
at 3109 E. Laurelhurst Dr. NE.

SUBA Annual Meeting 
Thursday, December 4, 6 p.m.
Save Union Bay Association will 
meet at Seattle Public Library 
Northeast Branch. Results of this 
year’s weed management program 
will be presented, and issues 
concerning Union Bay will be 
discussed. Please email 
saveunionbayassn@gmail.com for 
more information.   n

LEAP’s New Hub Program / Volunteer!
On September 20, LEAP (Laurelhurst Emergency Action Plan) volunteers 
demonstrated the Laurelhurst Communications Hub’s response after a 
major earthquake. Two new Hub programs were debuted: a Bicycle 
Response Team and a First Aid Tent. 
Bicycle Response Team  Volunteer bicyclists have contributed to post-
earthquake responses in Mexico City and in Japan. At LEAP’s Hub drill, 
cyclists with a variety of bicycles completed simulated emergency tasks 
(information gathering, item delivery, and assessment of neighborhood 
conditions.) To volunteer yourself and your bike to help an actual 
emergency, contact adannenberg2@gmail.com
First Aid Tent  The Hub’s new First Aid Tent will provide medical advice 
and first aid while Hub radio operators communicate emergencies to the 
City. If you are a health care provider or trained in basic first aid, your 
neighbors need you. To volunteer to help develop operational and staffing 
plans for the First Aid tent, contact bevleite@gmail.com 
Hub Recap  After an emergency disrupts normal communications, the 
Hub will be the place where neighbors can: post “needs, haves, and lost/
found people and pets.” Neighbors can volunteer skills to help others and 
get advice and report news. Ham and GMRS radio operators will enable 
communication between neighborhoods and with the City. And now, with 
the Bicycle Response Team and First Aid Tent, LEAP adds two new ways 
volunteers will help neighbors at the Hub. 
For more information about the Hub, search online for LEAP Laurelhurst 
or visit LCC’s website. n

Villa Forest Flourishes
LCC’s environmental consultant 
and Master Birder Connie Sidles 
and co-partner Jean Trent 
completed a bird count throughout 
the Villa Community Forest 
property during the past 12 
months. They report a census of 52 
bird species in this location, many 
of which are considered “common.” 
They note that the Forest provides 
habitat that sustains bird species of 
concern and, even more 
importantly, the forest helps keep 
“common birds common.” 
The Villa Community Forest is a 
vital link in a chain of backyards 
that provide connected habitat for 
birds and insects, especially 
pollinators. It is also an oasis of 
wild nature in the heart of a big 
city, retaining the habitat of urban 
wildlife already under severe 
pressure from habitat loss – 
especially tree canopy loss – 
throughout the city. A copy of the 
annual census was submitted to 
the Cornell University Lab of 
Ornithology for the record.
The property is owned by the 
Sisters of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus and stewarded by the Villa 
Academy. Its future remains in 
their jurisdiction.  n 

Jurisdiction Change for Major Institutions
LCC commented on Seattle Council Bill 121092, which changes 
jurisdiction for administration of Major Institutions and Schools from the 
Seattle Department of Neighborhoods to the Office of Planning and 
Development. Laurelhurst is a rare neighborhood that borders two of the 
City’s Major Institutions: the University of Washington and Seattle 
Children’s Hospital. The City Budget funding for this change is a net zero;    
but fees for services related to Major Institutions’ development would be 
a new source of revenue for OPCD, which may influence its priorities. 
LCC reiterated the importance of retaining the overarching concept of the 
original Seattle Municipal land use codes 23.69.002. LCC remarked that 
the proposed move to OPCD’s governance should continue to honor that 
underlying spirit to balance institutional growth with existing adjacent 
neighborhoods’ vitality and livability. n 

Time to Ensure a Balanced City Budget
Seattle’s 2026 proposed budget, totaling $8.9 billion in appropriations, 
focuses on affordability, public safety, homelessness, and infrastructure 
– without layoffs. Mayor Bruce Harrell’s proposal includes strategic 
investments such as a 50 percent increase in Fresh Bucks monthly 
benefits and funding for FIFA World Cup 26 readiness, while seeking new 
revenue through a potential business and occupation tax restructure 
(that is on the November 4 ballot) and a sales tax increase for public 
safety. The budget aims to maintain current service levels through 
reallocated resources and strategic investments, avoiding the need to dip 
into the City’s fiscal reserve fund.
City Council, however, is proposing to add another $85 million to the 
budget for a wide variety of amendments. LCC contacted 
Councilmembers to urge that the cost of any amendments be offset by 
comparable reductions in the City Budget. LCC stated it opposes 
increasing property taxes that make housing affordability more 
challenging, and higher taxes make it especially difficult for seniors to 
stay in their homes and age in place.  n
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AZUL CLEANING COMPANY. We service several 
happy clients in Laurelhurst neighborhood 
and are looking for new customers! Regular 
cleaning. Post Construction. Deep Cleaning. 
206-712-9872. theazulcleaning@gmail.com. 
BEST CLEANING LLC: 33 years cleaning 
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. Regular 
cleaning and special projects. References from 
current clients. Quality guaranteed.  
206-948-2433. bestcleaning@outlook.com 
ELITE HOUSECLEANING: 20 years experience: 
honest, trustworthy and reliable. Laurelhurst 
and north Seattle. Exceptional service and 
spotless cleaning, reasonable prices. Excellent 
references. Free quotes. JR Cleaning LLC.  
702-272-4298. llcjrcleaning@gmail.com
GUITAR LESSONS: By Brad at your location. 
All styles. $95 for a 50 minute in-home lesson. 
Has taught at School of Rock and at public 
schools. Laurelhurst area. 206-750-6761.
HOUSE SITTER and/or DOG WALKER: Reliable, 
trustworthy, experienced, tidy and flexible. 
Excellent Laurelhurst references. College 
degree. Contact James Cornish at  
267-481-3518 or jwcornish@gmail.com.
MOVING? Let Moves Made Simple help. We 
specialize in packing, unpacking, downsizing, 
organizing, de-cluttering and simplifying 
your life. Contact Katie Hennings Larson, 
206.307.9424, www.movesmadesimple.com for 
free consultation.
PAINTING: Luis Ramirez 206-465-3593. 
Interior and exterior. Great Laurelhurst 
references. Bonded and insured. Any size job.
PIANO LESSONS: Billboard charting pianist 
Luke Johnson in Laurelhurst. All ages welcome. 

UNCLASSIFIEDS

206-498-4606
ccrile@windermere.com

Living Laurelhurst, Selling Laurelhurst

CALENDAR
November 10 (Mon.) 5 to 6:30 p.m.  
LCC Trustees meeting via Zoom 
The link is just a click away on LCC’s 
website. https://us06web.zoom.us/
j/4541109392?omn=81329285227 
Meeting ID: 454 110 9392
November 15 (Fri.) TBD 
UW Husky Football v Purdue 
Husky Stadium
November 27 (Thurs.) 9 a.m. 
Annual Turkey Trot 
Laurelhurst Park
December 4 (Mon.) 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
SUBA Annual Meeting 
Seattle Public Library Northeast Branch
December 8 (Mon.) 5 to 6:30 p.m.  
LCC Trustees meeting via Zoom 

Chip Kennaugh Co.
206-487-3830

chipkennaugh@gmail.com
chipkennaugh.com

30 Years
Horticulture

Expertise

Serving Seattle & Vicinity

Fine Pruning of
Small Trees & Shrubs

Thanks to our advertisers for their support. 

KAREN PECOTA

Karen Pecota
Licensed Electrologist since 1977

  206.794.1258
  www.sandpointelectrolysis.com
Hawthorne Hill Professional Center
4026 NE 55th Street, Suite E

 www.sand-point-electrolysis.com

The Corydon Building, Building C, #8
5101 25th Avenue NE, Room 28

www.sand-point-electrolysis.com

Opportunities to Connect 
Feeling a need to be more connected to your 
wider community? Check out the NEST 
website (www.nestseattle.org) or phone us 
at 206-525-6378 for an introduction to the 
programs, opportunities, friendships, and 
support NEST offers its members.
Laurelhurst Launch is about building 
community, meeting fellow Seattleites, and 
maybe trying something new. On FaceBook.

www.laurelhurstcc.com  

Gently used shoes needed for 
distribution to the tiny villages in Seattle 
as well as outreach to the homeless in 
the UDistrict. Leave on front porch at 
3887 44th Ave NE, 98105. Note: Drop-  
off location is next door to old location.

Call (206) 306-7920 for a
personal visit & to learn more.

450 NE 100th St, Seattle • Aljoya.com

LEISURE CARE IS COMING 
TO LAURELHURST.
And, we can’t wait to meet you. 
For nearly 50 years, we’ve been 
reimagining and reinventing senior 
living. And now, we’re bringing that same 
experience to Empress Senior Living in 
Laurelhurst. From our hospitality-driven 
care to our signature programming, we 
take a beyond-the-body approach to 
well-being that goes beyond the basics 
because we know you’re anything but.

Call 206-644-1013 to schedule a 
private visit.

4020 NE 55th St, Seattle, WA 98105

empressseniorliving.com

www.plumseattle.com

RECENT COLLEGE GRADS  |  NEW IN CAREER  |  EXPERIENCED

Struggling with job search?
WE CAN HELP!

206-959-6246

6512 12th Ave NE   Seattle WA  98115 east of Roosevelt light rail station

206-528-1980      

Dr. Robin E. Riedinger
Dr. Andy Pietraniec

Dr. Yen-Yu Chou
www.hhvh.net

All in, for Laurelhurst.

If  you can dream it, 
we can find it.

Chet Crile . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Kim Dales . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Cathy Millan . . . . . . . . . . .
Renee Menti Ruhl . . . . . .
Barbara Shikiar . . . . . . . . 
Jeri Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Maggie Weissman . . . . . . 

206.498.4606
206.235 .7772
206.228.8558
206.850.1800
206.484.2446
206.295.8785
206.226.0543

CHOOSE A BROKER FROM YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD.

Each month, trustees review Calls 
and Concerns from neighbors. Please 
contact any trustee to bring up 
something you would like LCC to be 
aware of or consider action on or if 
you need assistance with City 
government offices.

First lesson free. Email Luke.dnjohn@gmail.
com or text 206-218-5569
RAPID COMPUTER HELP: PC/Mac. 
Upgrades; hardware, software installation; 
troubleshooting, repair. Spyware, virus 
removal. Windows, MS Office certifications. 
Local References. Matt, 206-498-8901.
WANTED: Laurelhurst or Windermere Homes–
As Is. Top Dollar Paid. I am local Laurelhurst 
architect and neighbor. No need to fix things, 
stage, or even cleanup. Simple and quick. No 
condition too bad. Quick and easy cash sale. 
Call Mike Tutmarc, LREA, at 206-459-9375.

Laurelhurst Community Center 
Operating Hours  
Mon/Wed/Fri: 2 to 7 p.m. 
Tues/Thurs: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Information: 206-684-7529

YOUR AD HERE!

Contact 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net 

$375 for 5 issues 
Your advertising supports 

the newsletter.

Scan for Tickets & Information

DEC 6

mountbaker.org/events/mount-baker-home-tour

10AM - 4PM

Come step inside Mount Baker’s 
unique architectural gems.

Six beautiful homes plus the historic Mount
Baker Community Club & Presbyterian Church.



Limited Openings- 
Inquire Today!

Preschool — 8th Grade

Schooling of the Mind Education of the Heart
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Laurelhurst Community Club
PMB #373, 4616 25th Ave. NE

Seattle, WA 98105

OFFICERS & TRUSTEES 
Colleen McAleer, President  206-525-0219  billandlin@aol.com
206 area codes unless otherwise noted
Pat Chaney, VP		  601-8109 
Emily Dexter, Treas. 	526-2927 
Jay Broemmel, Sec.		 401-2723	
Nick Glant		  910-4221 
Kay Kelly				  409-7001 
Erin McGee	 571-233-9600

Brian McMullen		  367-9325 
Bilkay Rose		  356-4748
Jim Schnitzius		  396-5760	
Jan Sutter		  683 9280 
Don Torrie		  524-4316

Security Patrol 	 206-979-8171 
securitypatrol@laurelhurstcc.com 
Aircraft Noise Hotline	 206-433-5393 
Animal Control	 206-386-7387 
Community Center	 206-684-7529 
Laurelhurst Beach Club (business)	206-729-3724
Street Light Out, City Light	 206-684-7056 
24-Hour Crisis Line	 206-461-3222 
Parking Enforcement	 206-386-9012		
Police + Criminal Activity	 9-1-1 
Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net;  
Leslie Wright, editor, 206-229-1505 

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com
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Postal Customer
Seattle, WA 98105

Your neighborhood boutique real estate company
Excellent reputation

Customized customer service
Team approach

Jenn Brown Flynn 206.427.3900
Owner & designated broker

Team Members
Cynthia Williams 206.769.7140
Helen Senseney 206.909.9367

Eddie Muanda 206.915.7041
Cheryl Kitchin 206.601.5228
Jayson Yaplee 206.200.4016

Ryan Garrett 206.759.0377
Jenn Potts 206.849.4169

(206) 682-7110
Allcoveredpainting.com 

SAVE 10%!
Mention this ad to save!

Chet Crile  206-498-4606
Cathy Millan  206-228-8558
Barbara Shikiar 206-484-2446
Jeri Smith  206-295-8785
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CHOOSE A BROKER FROM YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD.

Chet Crile		    206-498-4606
Barbara Shikiar  206-484-2446
Jeri Smith		    206-295-8785

Security Patrol
206-979-8171 – call or text
Email: securitypatrol@
laurelhurstcc.com
Questions: 
securitypatrolquestions@
laurelhurstcc.com
Call the patrol to report a 
disturbance, concern, or crime 
in progress. The patrol is 
active 20 hours a day, 7 days  
a week. Call 911 first for all 
emergencies.  n

Benjamin Winship, Architect

www.benjaminwinship.com

Additions. Renovations. Ideas Worth Building.
Your home, thoughtfully reimagined.

Laurelhurst, Seattle, WA

Engage with Your City 
Let your councilmembers and Mayor 
know what’s on your mind. 
Bruce Harrell, Mayor 
Phone: 206-684-4000 
Email: bruce.harrell@seattle.gov

Maritza Rivera, District 4 
Phone: 206-684-8804 
Email: maritza.rivera@seattle.gov
Members at Large 
sara.nelson@seattle.gov 
alexismercedes.rinck@seattle.gov
See LCC’s website for Tips on City 
Contacts and Resources.
School Board District 3  
Evan.Briggs@seattleschools.org

Happy 
Thanksgiving


