
Published by the Laurelhurst Community Council                

continued on page 2

   December 2025

LAURELHURST
L               E               T               T               E               R

Celebrating our Seattle neighborhood since 1920

Details on security program 
renewal and enhancements for 
2026 will be announced soon.  n

Please  
pay 2026  
annual dues 
now.

Pay by scanning the QR code, or 
online at www.Laurelhurstcc.com, or 
by check. Mail your check payable 
to LCC and send it to the PO Box 
address (shown on page 4).

  Warm Wishes
for the 
Holidays!

 

  

Laurelhurst 
Letter returns  
in February 
2026. Until 
then, check 
LCC’s website  
for updates.

Christmas Ship Sails
Sun., Dec. 21, 5:35 to 5:55 p.m.
Magnuson Park Beach near  
Boat Launch
For the full schedule visit 
https://argosycruises.com/
christmas-ship-festival-
schedule/

Still Time to Give a Gift 
of Holiday Warmth 
Annual Sock Drive – Please donate 
new socks, hats, scarves, gloves, 
and mittens for men, women, and 
children to be provided to shelters 
and the unsheltered, including the 
UW Pioneer Foot Clinic, Mary’s 
Place, and Youthcare.
Drop off donations at Flooring 
America, 3605 NE 45th Street,  
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday. Please make your 
donations by December 14. 
Thank you!  n 

Please Pay Your LCC Annual Dues Today!
The return on your investment in LCC dues is multiplied by the hundreds 
of volunteer hours trustees and neighbors spend each year on your 
behalf to maintain the livability and vitality of our community. Our 
purpose is to identify and address community concerns and to provide a 
forum to promote solutions by working with the community at large, 
other civic organizations, and government. 
The strength and effectiveness of LCC depends on the active 
involvement of neighbors! Working together, neighbors continue to 
make Laurelhurst a special place to live. We appreciate your support. 
All residents, businesses, places of worship, schools, major institutions, 
and public facilities in the Laurelhurst community are members of the 
Laurelhurst Community Council. LCC is a nonprofit 501(c)(4) organization. 
You will receive the dues statement in the mail soon. You may pay 
securely online at www.laurelhurstcc.com or by check. Annual dues are 
$90. Landscape Maintenance dues for Mary Gates Drive/NE 41st Street 
Medians are $20. Additional contributions are used for Special Projects, 
such as Land Use Compliance and Projects for Battelle/Talaris, Laurel 
Village, Safeway/Burgermaster Developments; Seattle Children’s 
Expansion; Landscape/Median Restoration. 

Why Does the Community Council Collect Dues?
Collection of annual dues is necessary to pay for professional services 
such as legal fees, expert studies and reports, design, and printing.  
Dues support LCC’s proactive efforts on land-use matters, traffic and 
transportation issues, neighborhood improvements, and crime 
prevention, as well as publication of the newsletter, Constant Contact 
email updates, and website maintenance. 
2025 Highlights of LCC’s Advocacy and Engagement 
n  LCC supports the full restoration of Laurelhurst Community Center 
operations after its closure for ADA updates, including ongoing 
programming for tots and seniors, as well as the return of the Spring 
Egg Hunt. 
n  LCC partnered with the Laurelhurst Elementary School PTA to support 
funding for the needed specialists that support its diverse student body. 
n  LCC hired a traffic engineer, engaged land use counsel, and partnered 
with Seattle Tree Action to analyze the UW’s new 65-foot Laurel Village 
replacement apartment plans at Five Corners. Our work resulted in 
moving the proposed access driveway for an improved safety view line; 
retention of more open space and trees; and better design aesthetics for 
lighting and windows. LCC successfully helped prevent excess tree 
removal on the site.
n  LCC obtained City grants and raised donations for the landscape 
renovation and improvements in the public medians on NE 41st St. and 
43rd Ave. NE to enhance aesthetics and build community.
n  LCC continues to advocate for land use Master Plan compliance of 
Major Institutions (UW, Seattle Children’s) and preservation of City 
landmarks. For the Talaris site, LCC urges context-sensitive design 
consistent with landmark standards and maximum tree preservation
Some of LCC’s Ongoing Activities
n  LCC partners with the Laurelhurst Emergency Action Plan (LEAP) 
team on communication and resources. 
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Your Dues Support continued from page 1Laurelhurst Community Council Foundation
Please consider a year-end gift to support our nonprofit work. 
The Foundation engages in projects that provide a public benefit to the 
Laurelhurst neighborhood and serve a charitable purpose, such as 
enhancing neighborhood public spaces, providing community safety, and 
supporting school and sports programs.
Past and ongoing projects of the Laurelhurst Community Council 
Foundation include contributing to the Laurelhurst Elementary School 
Funding Futures Campaign, rehabilitating the basketball court at 
Waterway #1 on 43rd Ave NE, and supporting the LEAP/Laurelhurst 
Emergency Action Plan program. 
Created in 2011, LCCF is a registered charity under the definition of a 
501(c)(3) organization of the Internal Revenue Code. Donations are 
tax-deductible to the extent eligible under the tax regulations. Federal 
Tax ID Number 46-203768. Donate on LCC’s website or mail checks to 
the PO Box listed on the back of the newsletter.  n   

n  LCC sponsors its annual Holiday 
“Socks, Gloves, Scarves, and 
Slippers” drive for the unsheltered 
and those in need. 
n  LCC sends a Welcome Letter to 
connect with new neighbors.
n  LCC communicates with 
neighbors through its monthly 
board meetings, newsletter, 
website, and Constant Contact 
emails.
n  LCC operates a subscriber-
based private Security Patrol. The 
patrol provides vacation house 
checks, responds to neighbor 
concerns, checks on problem 
areas, and supports SPD if an 
incident occurs on shift. 
n  LCC continues to monitor the 
Burgermaster/Safeway site 
apartment complex project and 
reports on traffic management and 
new retail.
n  LCC testified at the City 
hearings regarding the critical 
importance of tree canopy and the 
need to strengthen the OneSeattle 
Comprehensive Plan. 
n  LCC continues to work with the 
City to design and plan improved 
pedestrian crosswalks and safety. 
New crosswalk markings were 
added around Laurelhurst 
Elementary School.  n

Fun Happenings at Our 
Community Center
The Laurelhurst Community Center 
is in full swing this season — 
basketball practices are underway, 
and the calendar is packed with 
family fun, sports, and holiday 
spirit! Come join your neighbors 
and support our budding athletes 
and local events.
Friday Night Basketball Games 
starting January 9 at 5:15 p.m, 
Laurelhurst Elementary 
Gymnasium
Family Game Nights  
Fridays, 4 to 6 p.m., Laurelhurst 
Community Center
Family Sport Night Thursday, 
December 12, 5:15 to 6:45 p.m., 
Laurelhurst Elementary Gym. 
Pre-registration required $5.00/child
Toy Drive for Seattle Children’s 
Hospital. Food Drive for University 
Food Bank. Winter Registration for 
all Activities is: December 9 at noon.

Laurel Village Tree Removal Update
On November 19, LCC, Tree Action Seattle, UW students and neighbors 
met at the Laurel Village graduate student housing site (increasing from 
80 to 340 units) with UW’s Aaron Hoard and Greystar’s Chad Winters and 
their teams to explore options for preserving more of the promised 
mature trees. Because the project is already fully designed and the City 
permitted the tree removals, opportunities for changes were limited, but 
the meeting did produce several meaningful improvements:
n  Most of the large cornerstone red oaks at NE 45th St. and Mary Gates 
Memorial Way NE can be preserved when/if SPU approves a new routing 
of the water lines. 
n  An on-site arborist will be required to assess whether additional trees 
can be saved by mapping out roots and cutting during the construction. 
n  Greystar verbally committed to adhering to irrigation, mulching, and 
monitoring of retained trees, required by Seattle’s tree code but often 
overlooked, to prevent their later demise. 
n  Several neighbor’s evergreens and a large maple along the eastern 
border will be retained, but an unanticipated retaining wall prevents 
other opportunities to retain many promised mature trees. 
n  UW invited ongoing coordination with its urban forest management 
staff to ensure earlier integration of tree protection in its developments.
LCC appreciates this support and collaboration of its community 
engagement partners Tree Action Seattle, Komo News, and other news 
outlets calling for the need of the UW and other Major Institutions to 
prioritize tree protection from the outset of project planning. Their 
willingness to collaborate more proactively will help the City achieve its 
goal of 30% canopy coverage by 2030.  n

Communication Director Extraordinaire Retires! 
After 20 years of being the written voice of our neighborhood council and 
several years as an LCC trustee, we bid farewell to Leslie Wright this 
month with heartfelt thanks. She has skillfully designed and edited the 
monthly newsletter, managed its production, worked with local 
businesses on advertising, and pivoted many times in a few hours to 
send out timely Constant Contact emails to our neighbors. 
Leslie has appreciated LCC’s need for effective communications on current 
and relevant neighborhood issues – from events to essential information 
about government and local services to neighborhood outreach. 
Leslie is looking forward to her role as vice president of the Laurelhurst 
Community Council Foundation and continues to coordinate volunteers 
who maintain Laurelhurst’s SUN Park. You may see her on frequent walks 
around the neighborhood with her doodle, Maddie.  n
[Editor’s Note: Thank you all!]  n
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AZUL CLEANING COMPANY. We service 
several happy clients in Laurelhurst 
neighborhood and are looking for new 
customers! Regular cleaning. Post 
Construction. Deep Cleaning. 206-712-
9872. theazulcleaning@gmail.com. 
BEST CLEANING LLC: 33 years cleaning 
Windermere and Laurelhurst homes. 
Regular cleaning and special projects. 
References from current clients. Quality 
guaranteed.  
206-948-2433. bestcleaning@outlook.com 
ELITE HOUSECLEANING: 20 years 
experience: honest, trustworthy and 
reliable. Laurelhurst and north Seattle. 
Exceptional service and spotless cleaning, 
reasonable prices. Excellent references. 
Free quotes. JR Cleaning LLC.  
702-272-4298. llcjrcleaning@gmail.com
GUITAR LESSONS: By Brad at your 
location. All styles. $95 for a 50 minute 
in-home lesson. Has taught at School of 
Rock and at public schools. Laurelhurst 
area. 206-750-6761.
HOUSE SITTER and/or DOG WALKER: 
Reliable, trustworthy, experienced, 
tidy and flexible. Excellent Laurelhurst 
references. College degree. Contact 
James Cornish at  
267-481-3518 or jwcornish@gmail.com.
MOVING? Let Moves Made Simple help. 
We specialize in packing, unpacking, 
downsizing, organizing, de-cluttering 
and simplifying your life. Contact 
Katie Hennings Larson, 206.307.9424, 
www.movesmadesimple.com for free 
consultation.

UNCLASSIFIEDS

206-498-4606
ccrile@windermere.com

Living Laurelhurst, Selling Laurelhurst

CALENDAR
December 8 (Mon.) 5 to 6:30 p.m.  
LCC Trustees meeting via Zoom 
The link is just a click away on LCC’s 
website. https://us06web.zoom.us/
j/4541109392?omn=81329285227 
Meeting ID: 454 110 9392
January 12 (Mon.) 5 to 6:30 p.m.  
LCC Trustees meeting via Zoom 

Chip Kennaugh Co.
206-487-3830

chipkennaugh@gmail.com
chipkennaugh.com

30 Years
Horticulture

Expertise

Serving Seattle & Vicinity

Fine Pruning of
Small Trees & Shrubs

Thanks to our advertisers for their support. 

KAREN PECOTA

Karen Pecota
Licensed Electrologist since 1977

  206.794.1258
  www.sandpointelectrolysis.com
Hawthorne Hill Professional Center
4026 NE 55th Street, Suite E

 www.sand-point-electrolysis.com

The Corydon Building, Building C, #8
5101 25th Avenue NE, Room 28

www.sand-point-electrolysis.com

www.laurelhurstcc.com  

Gently used shoes needed for 
distribution to the tiny villages in Seattle 
as well as outreach to the homeless in 
the UDistrict. Leave on front porch at 
3887 44th Ave NE, 98105. Note: Drop-  
off location is next door to old location.

Call (206) 306-7920 for a
personal visit & to learn more.

450 NE 100th St, Seattle • Aljoya.com

LEISURE CARE IS COMING 
TO LAURELHURST.
And, we can’t wait to meet you. 
For nearly 50 years, we’ve been 
reimagining and reinventing senior 
living. And now, we’re bringing that same 
experience to Empress Senior Living in 
Laurelhurst. From our hospitality-driven 
care to our signature programming, we 
take a beyond-the-body approach to 
well-being that goes beyond the basics 
because we know you’re anything but.

Call 206-644-1013 to schedule a 
private visit.

4020 NE 55th St, Seattle, WA 98105

empressseniorliving.com

www.plumseattle.com

RECENT COLLEGE GRADS  |  NEW IN CAREER  |  EXPERIENCED

Struggling with job search?
WE CAN HELP!

206-959-6246

6512 12th Ave NE   Seattle WA  98115 east of Roosevelt light rail station

206-528-1980      

Dr. Robin E. Riedinger
Dr. Andy Pietraniec

Dr. Yen-Yu Chou
www.hhvh.net

All in, for Laurelhurst.

If  you can dream it, 
we can find it.

Chet Crile . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Kim Dales . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Cathy Millan . . . . . . . . . . .
Renee Menti Ruhl . . . . . .
Barbara Shikiar . . . . . . . . 
Jeri Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Maggie Weissman . . . . . . 

206.498.4606
206.235 .7772
206.228.8558
206.850.1800
206.484.2446
206.295.8785
206.226.0543

CHOOSE A BROKER FROM YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD.

Foot Care Slippers Donations  
Indoor/outdoor slippers proved to be an 
outstanding hit with Foot Clinic patients at 
UW’s Pioneer Square Foot Clinic. 
(Dearfoams and Isotoner are possibilities 
available on Amazon.) If you would like 
to donate indoor/outdoor slippers, 
please mail or drop them off for Kay Kelly 
at 3109 E. Laurelhurst Dr. NE.

Each month, trustees review Calls and 
Concerns from neighbors. Please contact 
any trustee to bring up something you 
would like LCC to be aware of or consider 
action on or if you need assistance with 
City government offices.

PAINTING: Luis Ramirez 206-465-3593. 
Interior and exterior. Great Laurelhurst 
references. Bonded and insured. Any size job.
PIANO LESSONS: Billboard charting pianist 
Luke Johnson in Laurelhurst. All ages 
welcome. First lesson free. Email Luke.
dnjohn@gmail.com or text 206-218-5569
RAPID COMPUTER HELP: PC/Mac. 
Upgrades; hardware, software installation; 
troubleshooting, repair. Spyware, virus 
removal. Windows, MS Office certifications. 
Local References. Matt, 206-498-8901.
WANTED: Laurelhurst or Windermere Homes–
As Is. Top Dollar Paid. I am local Laurelhurst 
architect and neighbor. No need to fix things, 
stage, or even cleanup. Simple and quick. No 
condition too bad. Quick and easy cash sale. 
Call Mike Tutmarc, LREA, at 206-459-9375.
The Laurelhurst Letter is published ten times a year. 
DISPLAY ADS cost $75 per space per issue, with a 
five-issue commitment paid in advance. Laurelhurst-
area businesses have priority. UNCLASSIFIED 

Laurelhurst Community Center 
Operating Hours  
Mon/Wed/Fri: 2 to 7 p.m. 
Tues/Thurs: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Information: 206-684-7529

YOUR AD HERE!

Contact 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net 

$375 for 5 issues 
Your advertising supports 

the newsletter.

NOT RECEIVING LCC EMAILS? 
Sign up for LCC’s Constant Contact 
electronic newsletter for time-
critical communications: email 
laurelhurstnews@comcast.net or  
visit laurelhurstcc.com.

Every Child Can Soar
Be a part of transforming a space 
in Magnuson Park into a vibrant 
area that attracts youth and 
families: Hangar2. Hangar2 is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit born from a 
powerful partnership between 
Seattle Parks and Recreation, the 
King County Play Equity Coalition, 
and a diverse team of leaders, 
athletes, and educators. To learn 
more, volunteer, or donate, visit 
Hangar2.org or contact us directly 
at bill.chao@hangar2.org or kris.
snider@hangar2.org.   n



Limited Openings- 
Inquire Today!

Preschool — 8th Grade

Schooling of the Mind Education of the Heart

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

LaurelhurstNewsletter_July2024.pdf   1   7/18/24   11:35 AM

L E T T E R

LAURELHURST

Laurelhurst Community Club
PMB #373, 4616 25th Ave. NE

Seattle, WA 98105

OFFICERS & TRUSTEES 
Colleen McAleer, President  206-525-0219  billandlin@aol.com
206 area codes unless otherwise noted
Pat Chaney, VP		  601-8109 
Emily Dexter, Treas. 	526-2927 
Jay Broemmel, Sec.		 401-2723	
Nick Glant		  910-4221 
Kay Kelly				  409-7001 
Erin McGee	 571-233-9600

Brian McMullen		  367-9325 
Bilkay Rose		  356-4748
Jim Schnitzius		  396-5760	
Jan Sutter		  683 9280 
Don Torrie		  524-4316

Security Patrol 	 206-979-8171 
securitypatrol@laurelhurstcc.com 
Aircraft Noise Hotline	 206-433-5393 
Animal Control	 206-386-7387 
Community Center	 206-684-7529 
Laurelhurst Beach Club (business)	206-729-3724
Street Light Out, City Light	 206-684-7056 
24-Hour Crisis Line	 206-461-3222 
Parking Enforcement	 206-386-9012		
Police + Criminal Activity	 9-1-1 
Newsletter: laurelhurstnews@comcast.net;  
Leslie Wright, editor, 206-229-1505 

Visit our website @ www.laurelhurstcc.com
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Postal Customer
Seattle, WA 98105

Your neighborhood boutique real estate company
Excellent reputation

Customized customer service
Team approach

Jenn Brown Flynn 206.427.3900
Owner & designated broker

Team Members
Cynthia Williams 206.769.7140
Helen Senseney 206.909.9367

Eddie Muanda 206.915.7041
Cheryl Kitchin 206.601.5228
Jayson Yaplee 206.200.4016

Ryan Garrett 206.759.0377
Jenn Potts 206.849.4169

(206) 682-7110
Allcoveredpainting.com 

SAVE 10%!
Mention this ad to save!

Chet Crile  206-498-4606
Cathy Millan  206-228-8558
Barbara Shikiar 206-484-2446
Jeri Smith  206-295-8785
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Chet Crile		    206-498-4606
Barbara Shikiar  206-484-2446
Jeri Smith		    206-295-8785

Security Patrol
206-979-8171 – call or text
Email: securitypatrol@
laurelhurstcc.com
Questions: 
securitypatrolquestions@
laurelhurstcc.com
Call the patrol to report a 
disturbance, concern, or crime 
in progress. The patrol is 
active 20 hours a day, 7 days  
a week. Call 911 first for all 
emergencies.  n

Benjamin Winship, Architect

www.benjaminwinship.com

Additions. Renovations. Ideas Worth Building.
Your home, thoughtfully reimagined.

Laurelhurst, Seattle, WA

Engage with Your City 
Let your councilmembers and Mayor 
know what’s on your mind. 
Bruce Harrell, Mayor 
Phone: 206-684-4000 
Email: bruce.harrell@seattle.gov

Maritza Rivera, District 4 
Phone: 206-684-8804 
Email: maritza.rivera@seattle.gov
Members at Large 
sara.nelson@seattle.gov 
alexismercedes.rinck@seattle.gov
See LCC’s website for Tips on City 
Contacts and Resources.
School Board District 3  
Evan.Briggs@seattleschools.org


