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Yesler Creek Site Update

SPU Planner + Creek Study Lead: Pam Emerson
SPU Logistics Director:  Walter Vining

Laurelhurst Community Council Annual Membership Meeting
June 1, 2026
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AGENDA FLOW

• Introductions
• SPU and DWW Orientation 
• When and why did Seattle Public Utilities purchase the site?
• What condition was the site in?   
• What is SPU doing to manage the site now?
• What is the purpose of the Creek Study?
• Next steps

DISCUSSON
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Solid Waste 
• Provide municipal garbage, recycling, and composting services

Drinking Water 
• Steward the mountain watersheds that provide our drinking water
• Ensure delicious and healthy drinking water and distribution

Drainage + Wastewater 
• Prevent water pollution in our lakes, creeks, river, Puget Sound
•  Prevent and address flooding, sewer back-ups, and overflows

Seattle Public Utilities Provides 
Essential Services

Our Mission:  Protect public health and the environment 
to ensure healthy, thriving communities. 
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Seattle’s
Drainage + 
Wastewater System

STORMWATER INFRASTRUCTURE
ON PRIVATE PROPERTY

NATURAL ECOSYSTEMS
CREEKS, LAKES, WETLANDS

INFRASTRUCTURE OWNED, OPERATED, 
MAINTAINED BY PUBLIC UTILITIES

40+



Seattle Public Utilities5

WHAT IS A CREEK CULVERT?  
WHY DOES IT MATTER? 

When a pipe carries a creek under a roadway or 
other land area, we call it a “creek culvert.” 

City departments (Seattle Public Utilities, 
Transportation, Parks) are responsible for the 
creek culverts on properties they own.

As Seattle developed, many creeks were put into 
creek culverts and built over. Creek culverts are 
barriers to fish passage when they make 
upstream habitat inaccessible.
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WHAT IS A CREEK CULVERT?  
WHY DOES IT MATTER? 

Beginning in 2019, Washington Department 
of Fish and Wildlife and the Federal Army 
Corps of Engineers  stopped issuing permits 
for culvert repairs that extend the life of 
culverts unless the repairs also 
resolve fish passage barriers.

Federal and State regulations are 
increasingly requiring that fish passage 
barriers be removed by owners as the 
culverts fail or are replaced.



When + Why Did Seattle Public Utilities  Purchase the Yesler Creek Site?
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What condition was the site in when SPU took possession?
• The site was in a significant state of decline…
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What is SPU doing to manage the site now?
• SPU is prioritizing public safety and security…
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What is SPU doing to manage the site now?

• SPU is prioritizing public safety and security…



What is the primary 
purpose of the Creek Study?

Seattle Public Utilities (SPU)

Seattle Department of 
Transportation (SDOT)

Seattle Parks + Recreation 
(Parks)

University of Washington (UW)

Waters of the State 

Yesler Creek/Culvert

Yesler Creek/Culvert
Outfall

Creek Culvert Path + 
Land Ownership

SPU-owned
Yesler Creek 
Site

SDOT

Parks

UW

Union Bay

Determine the space needed for 
future capital project(s) to make the 
creek/culvert fish passable from the 
northern boundary of the Yesler 
Creek site to the creek’s outfall in 
Union Bay.  

Approximately a .35 mile-long reach

www.seattle.gov/utilities/your-services/sewer-and-
drainage/drainage-system/creek-culverts
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Next Steps

• Site Safety + Security
oPerimeter Fencing 
o Security

• Creek Study
oBuilding the technical team, chartering, scoping 
o Engaging UW, Seattle Department of Transportation and Seattle Parks 
o Timeframe:  ~2 years 
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Thank you!

SPU Planner + Creek Study Lead: Pam Emerson
SPU Logistics Director:  Walter Vining

Laurelhurst Community Council Annual Membership Meeting
June 1, 2026
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